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Message from the Pre/Primary School
From our Guiding Statements, we ‘inspire creativity in each student in its broadest sense’ and
‘educate students to be adaptable, reflective and questioning throughout their lives’. With these
statements in mind, Mrs Lindsay Pembridge, Area Leader for Science, Design Technology and Computing, arranged an innovative week to highlight these subjects as a special focus in ‘BISI Engineering Week’! Mrs Pembridge organised for all the Primary classes to design and build a bridge.
They could be as creative as possible and they had to work as a team. Mrs Pembridge led an assembly in the style of ‘Who Wants to be a Millionaire?’ and asked the children to answer many
questions about famous bridges and engineers from around the world. The children also disassembled old electronic equipment such as radios, CD players, old television sets and computer hard
drives to experience how electronic items are constructed. Some of the children then used these
disassembled pieces to design artwork such as sculptures of robots, turtles and cities. A huge thank
you goes to Mrs Pembridge for organising an inventive week for the children to enjoy.
For our younger children, the EYFS Sports Day was so much fun this year! After postponing the
event once due to inclement weather, it opened with an impressive gymnastic display from some of
our talented Primary students. The sports events began and the children loved participating in the
water race, the bicycle race, the obstacle course, and ball games with the parachute. The children,
teachers and parents then relaxed in the Botanic Gardens and appreciated the barbeque arranged
for them. Thank you to the PE department, especially Miss Yana for assembling the day, and Miss
Ozlem and her staff for arranging the barbeque.
As our Guiding Statements also encourage, we ‘educate students to be respectful of, and knowledgeable about, and be involved in their local and international communities’. The City and Zekeriyakoy Student Council arranged May Balls for the Primary children this month. At the City Campus,
the Key Stage Two children attended. Mr Appleby set up the playlist and the children danced the
night away. Mrs Pembridge taught the children a dance routine, followed by party games. To the
children’s delight, pizza and juice was on the menu. At the Zekeriyakoy Campus, over one hundred
children attended! The children relished popcorn, cherry tomatoes, crisps and drinks and then Miss
Charlotte and Mr Tough led the dancing and party games! We also thank our community for supporting our Fun Day Fridays this month. We collected items on the four Fridays preceding Fun Day
in exchange for the children to wear their own clothes and come to school in a funny costume. We
collected items for the Lucky Dip, Tombola prizes, White Elephant stall and for the final Friday this
week we ask for cakes for the PTA Cake Stall. We hope to see you at our Fun Day on Saturday 4
June from 11:00-15:00 at the Zekeriyakoy campus for a great family day out! There are so many
activity stalls, food stalls, a climbing pyramid, obstacle course, spider slide and musical groups on
the stage for you to experience. Tickets for adults are 10TL and children have free entry. All profits
raised will go to our chosen charities.
Finally, we would like to say congratulations to our graduates this year. Two of the students started
as Primary students and we are delighted to see them all complete their studies at BISI and move
successfully forward onto the next chapter in their life.
We hope you enjoy this month’s Newsletter.
Amanda Ilhan
Pre and Primary School Deputy Director

Richard I’Anson
Pre and Primary School Director
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Alkent—Year 2 Trip
Alkent Year 2 Trip to Sanatcilar Park
As part of our Geography unit on Green Spaces, Year 2 visited Santcilar Park in Alkent.
We toured the park looking for and recording natural and man-made features. We also looked for any environmental problems in the park, such as litter. Fortunately, we also found one piece of litter!
Year 2 have enjoyed studying the parks and environments around us and thought carefully about how to
look after these green spaces.

Alison Guzel
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Etiler—Year 4 ESL
In Etiler Year 4 are getting stuck into writing stories, but there are some words that just get used again
…..and….again!
We focused on ‘SCARED’ in ESL. Here are our poems to help us remember some more interesting alternatives.
By Seong Bin, Alix and Nour
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Etiler—Year 4 Trip
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Whole School—EYFS Sports Day
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EYFS—Space Week
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Whole School Primary—Engineering Week
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Whole School Year 5—Space Camp
Space Camp
The students of Year 5, accompanied by Miss
Heather, Mr Boardman and Mr Dave attended Space
Camp in Izmir, the last week of April. Space Camp is
an annual event, our year level camp. It is a wonderful opportunity for all classes, at both campuses, to
work together and develop new friendships.
Space Camp Turkey is one of three space camps in
the world. The aim of the organisation is to promote
friendship between cultures through understanding of
the science and technology.
The students had a wonderful time studying the stars
and planets, using the space camp telescope and
planetarium. They also designed and programmed
robots, used a Mars rover simulator and astronaut
training equipment.
A great time was had by all.
The Year 5 Teachers
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Secondary—Science Week
Science Week May 9th to May 13th
Science Week is arguably the most exciting week of the year as most people would agree, or maybe it is
just me . Never the less doubters must surely be convinced by this account of the stunning activities that
took place in May.
This year saw a number of art related themes in Science Week including a Science in Art competition, open
to all year groups which was won by Max Gunnell in Year 7.
Year 7 designed solar cookers with the winning temperature reaching 47C from a start point of 22C. This
was a remarkable achievement as the sky was partly cloudy and the cookers were exposed to the sun for
just over 1 hour.
Year 8 created raps or poems about Science including such classics as ‘Science rap done pdf’.
A selection of these masterpieces maybe heard in an assembly near you sometime soon.
Year 9 produced some stunning outfits from recycled materials as you will see from the photo selection
shown. It is hoped that we will have a fashion show of these creations before the end of the year.
All year groups participated in Science Spelling Bee and Science Quiz competitions.
The fun has not finished yet with trips for Year 7 to the Istanbul Aquarium and Year 9 to the Koc Museum.
We also have a fashion show and rap concert to look forward to as well!!!
Michael Tarbuck

Disco Fever

Nice Slippers!
Not sure about
the rest

Uhmmmm...what
should I do next?

Solar Cooker
Crew

Parabolic Solar Cookermission control calling international space station!

Super scientific explanation
from this solar cooker group

I think I might give
the burger a miss!
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Those finishing
touches make all the
difference

Yo! It’s Ninja Star
Person

An elegant creation
from old newspapers.
Guess how many?

A new line in hair accessories
Super hero face off!!

Stunning pair of heels!

Jedi master, Mrs Fierarau
instructing young
Padawans

You have learnt well young ones!

You must learn to control
the force young Padawans
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Secondary—ESL Trip
On Wednesday, 25 May, Ms. Barbara Tanjala and Ms. Joan Christianssen took 10 ESL students (Years 7-9) to The Glass Center Foundation in Beykoz. The students enjoyed watching
a demonstration of the lamp-work glass making technique which the artist used to create a
colorful fish. Next they saw a demonstration of the technique of glass blowing.
One lucky student, Zaid Nazir, got to try his hand (or should I say breath?) at the technique.
It was a fascinating and engaging sight. The students also had the opportunity to create colorful glass tiles which the Foundation will send to the school once they have been fired. It is

a wonderful keepsake of a fun and educational trip.
The ESL Team
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Secondary—Year 12 Business Trip

Çop (M)adam – Garbage Ladies: How to turn rubbish into high fashion!
On Tuesday 24th May the Year 12 Business Management
students travelled to Big Chefs, Astoria, Gayreteppe to
experience their first pro bono networking event organised by
Ms Sandrine Ramboux, the founder of C@rma, a non-profit
organisation which partners social enterprises who have a
limited skill set with skilled professionals who would like to
give something back to society. C@rma has been running for
seven years and is based in Istanbul.
The visit was designed to support the students with the application of business concepts and theories to a real
live client, Ms Tara Hopkins, who runs Çöp Madam, a Non-Governmental Organisation (NGO) based at
Ayvalik near Izmir. Çöp Madam which literally means Garbage Ladies, addresses the issues of women’s
employment in Turkey and the importance of recycling/re-using. Çöp Madam aims to utilize waste in a creative, aesthetically and unique way; items are produced from the packaging that would be or has been thrown
away. The women, who have never previously earned a salary, produce one-of-a-kind products which are
then sold to provide them with an income.
The meeting was incredibly successful for both Tara Hopkins and the students. The students were able to
listen to Tara’s journey from studying anthropology and teaching at Sabanci University to setting up her own
social enterprise eight years ago in order to develop the confidence of and empower Turkish women. The
students were very keen to get involved and support Tara with her work; as such the students will be selling
Çop Madam’s products at Fun Day, so please do come and support the students and Tara with their great
work, it will make a big difference to the Çop Madam Ladies. The students will also be carrying out market
research for Tara so please do come and complete at questionnaire and find out more about Çop Madam.
Dr McLellan
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Secondary—Year 10 & 12 Business Trip
Four Seasons Hotel Business Trip
The Year 10s and 12 Business students were invited to the Four Seasons Bosphorus Hotel by Mr. Christophe Chabaud. The hotel has a
bedroom capacity of 160 and was converted into a hotel in 2008 from
a palace. The students were lucky enough to get a front of the house
and a back of the house tour by various functional managers at the
hotel. They were taken to one of the largest meeting rooms in the
hotel, where heads of departments described their jobs to them and
gave an overview of what their day to day work looks like.
In the meeting room, Mrs.Derya, the Innovational manager talked
with the students by giving them a brief summary of the history of
the hotel chain and its core values set by the owner, Isadore Sharp. After a brief summary of the history in the meeting room, Mr.Dervis accompanied the students to visit the employee’s area of the hotel
where they were able to see the family culture the Four Seasons has for its employees. The walls were
filled from staff selfies, ‘employees of the month’ posters and to cartoon drawings of the major directors at the hotel, including a drawing of Mr. Chaubaud. The students were also lucky enough to visit
the laundry area where mega sized washing machines were installed and a huge belt which pressed
towels within seconds. In addition, the students went to the kitchen where all the luxurious food is
cooked for the guest and they got to witness live lobsters in the aquarium (no one dared touching it)!
Later in the day, the students were accompanied to the guests rooms where Mr. Ozgur, the Room Director explained how each room standard needed to be kept to satisfy its guest. They were then taken
to the pools and the spa. After having an enjoyable front of the house tour, the Hotel visit ended in the
meeting room where Mr Chaubaud answered the questions the students had for him.
Feedback from the students after the day illuminated that hotel visit had been
incredibly worthwhile:
“The Four Season’s ‘Golden Rule’ is something I will always keep in my mind
both in future career and life: ‘treat others the same way you would like to be
treated’.” - Elahe, Year 12.
“It was a great experience. Staff were great; tour was very informative and impressive. Food was amazing. Overall an amazing trip” -Jana, Year 12.
“A great experience which made me definitely think about becoming a hotelier
in the future” -Ramish, Year 12.
“It was exciting to see a luxurious hotel from back of the house.
Now I understand how fun and hard it could be to run and manage a hotel like the Four Seasons” -Nadia, Year 10.
This was a once in a life time experience to see what goes behind
the doors of a hotel. It was worth it!” -Amer, Year 10.
I could really see the family culture at Four Seasons and appreciated the fact they supported disabled people by providing them a
job” -Melisa, Year 10.
Dr McLellan
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BISI Graduation Ceremony
The Graduation Ceremony of the Class of 2016 took place on Friday 27 May at 2:00pm in the Zekeriyakoy Campus Theatre. Though torrential rain prevented us from using the amphitheatre, it did not dampen the event for our Graduating Class or their
parents, siblings, teachers and friends in the audience. It was a great pleasure to see so many people there, and once again to see the
large number of past students who returned for the event. It is becoming a tradition at BISI for several alumni to attend the Graduation Ceremony and I hope that the Class of 2016 will return to help celebrate the graduations of the classes of 2017, 2018 and beyond in the coming years.
As always at our Graduation ceremonies, as well as celebrating the achievements of the Graduating Class, we also use the event to
showcase the talents of our younger students who still aspire to their own future graduations. This year, playing their part in making
the ceremony so special were: Alara Coban who, at the tender age of just 13 is a remarkable pianist, Alara played a selection of music whilst we awaited the arrival of the Graduands and then played the Processional music, Largo from X erxes by George Frederick
Handel; Hae Lin Kim and Vaclava Sedlakova from Year 8 and 9 respectively performed Greensleeves on recorders accompanied by
Mr Howard and Mr Somers in the first musical interlude; Sheida Kiran, a young lady with a remarkable voice, from Year 12 performed W ith Y ou from Ghost – The Musical by David A Stewart and Glen Ballard, Sheida was accompanied by Dr Sargent on piano for the second musical interlude; and finally, the Year 7 Chamber Choir, accompanied by Dr Sargent on the piano with the BISI
Orchestra and conducted by Lisa Mayer, sang the recessional at the end of the ceremony, A Drop in the Ocean by Tolga Kashif.
Our guest speaker this year was Her Excellency Mrs Monika Schmutz Kirgoz who is a diplomat, being the Consul General of Switzerland. Mrs Schmutz Kirgoz gave a fabulous speech which was extremely well received by everyone. Jacob Jurkovic presented
Mrs Schmutz Kirgoz with a gift and a bouquet of flowers after she had presented the Graduating Class with their Diplomas.
Our Valedictorians this year were Ji Won Min and Kaan Cakanisik. The Director’s Award for the outstanding student of the Class
of 2016 was presented to Ji Won Min by Chiara Vivaldi, winner of the Director’s Award for the Class of 2015.
I would like to thank, Helen Kiran, Seef Marsden, Richard Robinson, Dominic Sargent, Lisa Mayer, Monika Schmutz Kirgoz,
Ozlem Ozturk and her staff, Alara Coban, Hae Lin Kim, Vaclava Sedlakova, Brett Howard, Robert Somers, Sheida Kiran, The Year
7 Chamber Choir, Lisa Mayer, Allan Reid, the students in the BISI Orchestra, our stage hands, Hazal Budak, Hanan Mahmoud and
Lauren Ates, Chiara Vivaldi, Jacob Jurkovcic, Ji Won Min, Kaan Cakanisik and all the Class of 2016 and their families and friends
for coming together and making this year’s Graduation Ceremony such a wonderful success.
William

Photos can be found on the BISI Flickr account: https://flic.kr/s/aHskxvHNmF
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Class of 2016

Baraa Abuhajar
SOAS, University of London to
study
Middle Eastern Studies

Man Ha Han
University in
Korea

Jan Juraev
University of Toronto
to study Business

Jacob Jurkowic
University of Ottawa
to study
Chemical Engineering
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Rasul Huseynli
Hult University London to
study Business

Ronaldo Konmaz
SOAS, University of
London to study
Geography and
Developmental Studies

Pietro Latini
Royal Holloway
to study Business and
French

Megan Mclellan
Taking a gap year before
beginning Early Years
Teacher Training in the
UK

Ali Mshasha
The University of
Loughborough to study
Art

Minnie Seo
University of the
Arts London
to study Fashion
Buying and Merchandising

26

Ji Won Min
University of Cambridge
to study
Natural Sciences

Swapnil Sharma
Penn State
to study Mechanical
Engineering

Hyochang
Kings College London to
study
Computer Science

Kaan Çakanışık
Koc University to study
Media Studies

Congratulations!
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IB Music Recital
At lunchtime on Tuesday 17 May, an audience consisting of teachers and students were treated to a recital
performed by Sheida Kiran accompanied by Dr Dominic Sargent. The recital was recorded and was part of
Sheida’s IB Coursework.
During the recital, Sheida sang four songs, Green Finch and Linnet Bird by Stephen Sondheim, Summertime by George Gershwin, Clusters of Crocus/Come To My Garden by Simon Norman and With You by David A Stewart and Glen Ballard.
There was a very sizeable audience who really did appreciate the work that had been put into this short recital. Sheida has a wonderful talent and, without using a microphone, filled the theatre with the beautiful
sound of her singing.
I am sure that many people will be looking forward to Sheida’s second recital which takes place in
November.
William Bradley
Director of Secondary

28

Student Achievements
On Saturday 21 May, one of our Year 8 students, Alara Çoban, was guest soloist at Nicholas McCarthy’s performance at the Istanbul Zorlu Centre.
Alara was born in Istanbul on the 21st of December 2002. She began her piano
studies at the age of 6 and was found to have extraordinary perfect & relative
pitch ability. She is now 13 and in the last 7 years has had the opportunity to
train with the leading piano instructors, including Bilge Demirkazan, Nail Yavuzoglu, and Pelin Naz Savasoglu from Turkey, as well as Stephane Blet from
France.

Alara has been cited as a remarkable young talent and was the first person to
receive a Bachelor’s degree in Music Theory at the age of 12. She studies in
Turkey at the Istanbul Techincal University (ITU) as well as in the UK at the
London College of Music, University of West London, and the Royal College
of Music.
We congratulate Alara on this amazing achievement.
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