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For a Better BISI…
School Libraries
During the summer break both the Pre/Primary and Secondary School Libraries at the Zekeriyakoy Campus
were renovated and given a fresh, modern and user friendly look.

Secondary Library
Primary Library

Swimming Pool Changing Rooms
The much anticipated changing rooms adjacent to the Zekeriyakoy Campus swimming pool, were completed
during the summer break. The rooms are fitted with hot water showers making them a warm and inviting
place for our students after swimming lessons/competitions.

General Renovations
Both campuses were painted and decorated over the summer break, and the flooring in the Zekeriyakoy
Campus Grey Gym was relayed.
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Message from the Pre/Primary School
We have very experienced, committed teachers at our school and we were very pleased to thank them for
their hard work on World Teachers Day. The PTA organised a delicious spread of sweet and savoury food
from around the world for our teachers to enjoy. Many thanks to the PTA for arranging this event.
The commitment to your child’s education was demonstrated at our Coffee Morning this month. Mr Paul
Pembridge, Etiler Y5 Class Teacher and Area Leader for Maths, took our parents back to school to demonstrate up to date calculation methodology in order for them to help their child at home more fully. He followed up his seminar by sending out useful information regarding helpful websites and our Calculation Policy.
On your marks, set, go! The PE department planned our three Primary Sports Days in October. The Year 1
and 2 children enjoyed their Sports Day with many fun events for them to join in with. Year 3 and 4 children and Year 5 and 6 children competed in each of the events to the best of their ability. All three sports
events ended with sprint races for gold, silver and bronze medals. The children tried their hardest, for
themselves and for their House.
Staying with our sporty theme this month, Mr Huegel, Head of PE, continued his initiative started last year
to hold football and swimming tournaments with teams from Ankara and Cyprus this year. The BISI Primary Football Team was selected, and they had their first match in Ankara! Well done Team BISI!
October saw the start of our season of giving. From last year, our chosen charities of locally, the Blind
School in Kilyos; nationally TKMCV, a charity for underprivileged children; and internationally, Teenage
Cancer Trust, were given a substantial amount of money from our whole school community; money raised
from the Winter Bazaar and summer Fun Day. We are in the process of voting for our local and national
charities this year. The Whole School Charity Committee decided that this year the international charity will
be set up as a disaster fund rather than for one specific international charity in order for us to act more
immediately if/when a disaster occurs. We also raised a considerable amount of money for Breast Cancer
Awareness Day: the day was perfectly pink! As part of our Autumn Festival, the children collected breakfast items for the poor and needy in Istanbul. They were rewarded by being allowed to wear their own
clothes for the day. Thank you to all parents for supporting these events so generously.
As a follow up from last month’s initial class parents’ meetings, parents met with their child’s Class Teacher
individually for a Parent Teacher Interview to discuss their child’s progress this first half term. Thank you
for attending. Additionally, to build on last month’s private clubs starting, over 25 teachers clubs started
this month at Zekeriyaköy and over 20 teachers clubs in the City.
Halloween was a wonderful day this year. The music teachers included all the children to sing Halloween
songs and perform using their instruments at a special Halloween assembly. At Zekeriyaköy campus, the
show was followed by a Halloween costume parade and a Trick or Treat game prepared by the Student
Council. At the City Campus, the PTA organised a scary haunted house and spooky bake sale for all the
students.
Amanda Ilhan
Pre and Primary Deputy Director

Richard I’Anson
Pre and Primary Director
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TKMCV—Cheque
Presentation

Harvest Festival

4

Halloween in
Zek
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Halloween in
Alkent EYFS
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Halloween at Alkent—Year 2
We all had a wicked time at our Halloween events. Lots of scary
monsters, super heroes, fairies, witches and spooky creatures came
to school!
We all had a hair raising time at the Etiler Haunted House and
ate some delicious Halloween cakes. Our treat bags were filled with
lots of exciting presents.
The day was finished off by a good old scary sing along.
Everyone at Alkent would like to thank the PTA and all the parents who helped Halloween be such an exciting and memorable
event.
Alison Guzel
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Halloween—Etiler Campus
In the City we had a truly wonderful Halloween!
Gruesome costumes, delicious bake sale, crazy creative
carousel of activities and a spectacular Haunted House
from our PTA.
Thank you all very much for your 4 days of industry.
To top it off there was a marvellous musical assembly
from all the classes and Mr Peter.
A day to die for!
C. Guven
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Alkent—EYFS
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Alkent—EYFS—Breast Cancer Awareness Day
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Akent– Year 2
Alkent Autumn Festival
Hooray for The Little Red Cockerel!
Recently we all enjoyed celebrating our Autumn Festival. It was a time when we all thought about
how lucky we are to have enough food, loving families and warm safe houses. The families at
Alkent were all very generous and collected food to give to people who are not as lucky as us.
Classes 2B and 2G led our Autumn Festival assembly and performed the story of The Little Red
Cockerel.

They showed us how important it is to help our friends.
We finished the autumn celebration by sharing bread with everyone in the audience.
We were very proud of The Little Red Cockerel and all of her friends!
Alison Guzel and Candace Borcharding
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Etiler — Year 3

Year 3G 2015
They certainly did not start off shy! Our big, cheerful crowd has filled the choir, energised break times and is
careening through the curriculum.
We learned about fossils in Istanbul Forum, Etiler district, by asking questions and going out to collect data,
3-d shapes by making a mystery shape and identifying it and learning about collage.
We are agog to find out about what we will learn next half term!
Mrs Guven
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Etiler — Year 6
My Trip To The Little Sisters by Alice 8.10.15
On the 7th of October 2015 my class and I went to visit the ‘Little Sisters Of The Poor’ home for elderly people situated in Bomanti. We went to bring all of our food we had collected in our campus and to sing to the elders.
When we arrived, we gave a Sister our food donations and she thanked us for it before someone took it inside. Next, we went to the
kitchen which was clean, well-organized and hygienic, to look at what the sisters were preparing for the resident’s lunch. Then we
went to the washing room. When we entered this room I could smell soap and it had a lot of light. It was fun looking at the sisters
working. While we were there we meet a Maltese Sister who spoke to Ethem in Italian, (Ethem is Italian). Once we finished in that
room, we went upstairs to see the theatre, I loved that room because it looked interesting, it was a perfect size with brown, embroidered, beautiful curtains as well as comfy looking chairs. After that, we went to see the dining room, it was different because it had
a different style of furniture so I like that room. Next, we went to another room and we practiced our song ‘Hallelujah’ and I had
water and the others had Pepsi\Fanta and some biscuits. Soon enough, we went to the computing room in addition to seeing the
room I was observant and noticed that the computers were old. When we were in the ward, I sang: ‘This old hammer’, ‘Wade
through the water’, ‘Hallelujah’ and ‘Swing low sweet chariot’ with the girls in my class only: then, I sang the ‘Yodel song’ with
everyone in my class. Finally, we got to meet the old people and talk to them. I then knew I loved them. Soon after that, we saw a
room that they lived in. The room that we saw that the residents lived in had plain, simple furniture with simple ornaments in the
room. To me, it wasn’t dull, but full off their memories. The floors inside the house were immaculately clean. Finally we watched a
video before going back to school.
The people who work in ‘The Little Sisters Of The Poor’ are interesting because they work non-stop without looking tired at all,
There are 9 sisters in total from 6 different countries Africa, Scotland, Malta, India, Korea and Spain. The sisters work 05:30 to
22:30, as well as this I learned they don’t work alone, they have volunteers who helped them as well. We met a young volunteer
who helped the old people with their nails, she was kind and said she enjoyed the old people’s company. The residents are also
interesting because they are all very different from each other. The elderly people aren’t lazy because they used to work and they
exercise too. Some of them even stich and sew. Just like the sisters, they were very kind to us even when we gibbered on and on
about things, they still were kind!
The Little Sisters Of The Poor was a fun experience to talk to the elderly people so overall, I really enjoyed going to the Little Sisters Of The Poor!
***************************
Visit to the Little Sisters bt Alix 07.10.15
On Wednesday 7.10.15 Year 6 children from Etiler campus went in Bomoni to visit an association which was created to help elderly people. We gave the food we had collected to them and had a wonderful time!
The association was created in France but the little sisters were coming from very different countries; two were from Korea, three
from India, one from Italy, one from Africa, one from Scotland and finally one from Spain!
The home was in a huge building which had 4 floors and three of them were bedrooms .The first room we visited was the kitchen
where food was getting cooked three times a day for 70 people! My class and I visited a lot of other rooms; the cleaning room
where all the clothes and bed sheets were being washed in huge grey machines; the eating room that was very clean and was decorated with long flowery curtains and finally the bedrooms were sparsely furnished with one bed ,a cupboard, a sofa a TV and a mirror . The whole house was immaculately clean and well decorated.
After that we sang to them in a room which seemed to be used as a television room. I felt happy and honored to be there. I was surprised by the diminutive size the old people were. As soon as we came in they stopped staring at the TV and we started to sing. It
was a great sensation to sing to them and it seemed as if they enjoyed it too because some of them started to clap and sing alone
with us. We sang about five songs to them and as soon as we stopped they all started clapping, there were even one of them who
cried.
When we finished we went to talk to them. I met two French people who were born in France but who spend half of they life in
Turkey and married Turks so now they live here with their wives; one of them spoke seven languages! We also met a pianist, a
violinist and an Art teacher. The majority of them spoke English but some were from other countries and had come to Turkey to
work. They seemed delighted about our visit and enjoyed hearing us singing.
This trip was fabulous and it was great meeting those elderly people and getting to sing and to donate food to them. Thank you for
donating so much food BISI!!!!!
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Visit to the
Little Sisters of the Poor
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Zekeriyakoy— Year 3
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Primary Junior Boys Football—Ankara
On Friday 9th October the Year 5 and 6 boys soccer team, along with Mr Hugel, Mr Leaver and Mr Mahon,
travelled to Ankara to take part in a football tournament organised by the BLIS school in Ankara. It was the
second year in a row that the team made the journey and, much like last year, it was a great success for all
involved.
The two BISI teams got off to winning starts in their opening games before stumbling against older opposition and eventually ended up playing each other in a 5th/6th place playoff which the Year 6 team won. There
were some great individual performances throughout the two days but a special mention must be made for
Mack Whiterod in Year 5, who was the tournament’s top scorer, netting a total of 10 goals.
We are very grateful to all the host families, as well as the Hilton Hotel group for accommodating players
and coaches for the duration of the tournament and we look forward to welcoming BLIS for our own tournament later in the year.
The next tournament our Primary football Athletes will participate in is the annual ISL Football, hosted by
BISI in Bahcekoy on 12th of November before the teams will be departing on December 4th to Kyrenia in
Cyprus.
Cathal Mahon & Christian Huegel
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Primary Key Stage 1 & 2—Sports Days
In mid-October we traditionally organise the KS1 and KS2 Sports Days for both of our Zekeriyakoy and City campus Primary
students, on the Zekeriyakoy football field and gym.
Students have been training hard in PE lessons over the last 7 weeks in order to prepare for taking part in a selection of activities that test their agility, throwing, jumping and running skills, but which are also meant to be enjoyable for the participants.
In all we had three separate Primary sports days. On Thursday 15th October Years 3 and 4 participated in the morning while
Years 5 and 6 strutted their stuff in the afternoon. Then on Friday our KS1 classes got to showcase their sporting abilities.
All three Sports Days in Primary were once more great fun thanks to the participation and enthusiasm of the students, but
also the parents, who cheered on the competitors and also participated in the sprint races.
The PE department would also like to express our gratitude to the Primary staff for their commitment and also to some students in Y6 who helped with chaperoning Y1 and Y2 students through their course. The days concluded with medals being
presented by our Primary Director Mr Richard I'Anson for participation and to the sprint race winners, who you can find listed
below.
Thank you again for helping make Sports Days this month a success.
Christian

Huegel
Primary results:
KS2:
1st Oak (3193P)
2nd Cedar (3114P)
3rd Maple (2705P)

Y3
Boys
Damjan
Eun Hyeok
Casper

KS1:
1st Cedar (2398P)
2nd Oak (2231P)
3rd Maple (1737P)

Y3 Girls
Tatiana
Nova
Emily

Sprint Results:
Y1 GIRLS
Zofia
Rubi
Rahee

Y4 boys
Alejandro
Evan
Peter

Y1 Boys
Hugo
Jounhoo
Vincent
Y2 Girls:
Sofia
Marion
Ye Hyeon
Y2 Boys
Luca
Minjoung
Gabriel
KS1 mothers
Lucy
Svetlana
Maaike
KS1 Fathers
Pharison
Husein

Y6 Girls
Ayda
Elisa
Alice
Y6Boys
Joint place Baris and Ege
3rd Byeong Zu

Y4 Girls
Loren
Sung Yeon
Louise
Mothers
Maaike
Olivia
Leticia
Fathers
NO ONE,-------Y5 Girls
Joon Seo
Styefanie
Maxine
Y5 Boys
Sung Jin
Deniz
Kerem
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Y5/Y6 mothers
Yuriko
Floor
Jenny
Y5/Y6 Fathers
Birol
Steffano

Key Stage 1
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Key Stage 2
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More Sports News…….
IICS Football
The first ever ISL seven aside competition was a total success
A squad of thirteen senior boys travelled to IICS on Saturday the 17th October and participated in the whole
day competition. The team played well but unfortunately were knocked out in the group stages. However on
the following Wednesday they reached the semi final of the eleven aside traditional ISL competition hosted
this year at Robert Collage.
Thank you all for participating.
Michael Lever
The annual ISL Football tournament saw a total of 8
teams from all over Istanbul competing for the trophies. Mr McLellan and Mr Huegel took a total of
24 players in two teams this year to IICS. Our teams
played lots of football during the day and in the end
BISI 1 won third place beating against BISI 2, who
finished forth.
Our training will continue on the Kilyos pitch every
Friday and the best players will be selected to travel
to the tournaments held in January in Cyprus and in
April in Ankara.
Kevin McLellan & Christian Huegel

Senior Girls Football Team
Saturday 17th October 2015
seven aside tournament was held at
Istanbul International Community
School.
Seven teams participated - BISI results: 1 WIN, 1 DRAW, 1 Loss
Great day of football.
Well done team!
Sandra Scotland
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Secondary Senior Girls Volleyball
We had two senior girls volleyball teams this year who
played in an event at IICS on Monday 19th October. The
girls played very well and learned LOTS! Miss Scotland's
team won 1, drew 1 and lost 1 so unfortunately never made
it to the finals play-off and Miss Bell's team grew in confidence and ability as the day progressed; despite not winning
a match but coming close in some sets. All in all, this was a
day of progress, improvement and FUN!
Well done ladies :)
Miss Scotland and Miss Bell
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Key Stage 3—Girls Football
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Secondary Sports Day
On Wednesday 14th October, Mr. Weather-man came to our rescue again helping to make another perfect
sports day for the secondary school! The results show how amazing the day was with MANY long standing
records broken and many personal best performances achieved. All staff were supported by a wonderful set
of year 12 & 13 CAS students who not only participated but also turned their hand to raking, measuring, recording and waitress service! Minnie now knows how to make Mr. Bradley the perfect cuppa' coffee!
As always, the day is such a success due to a whole school staff effort. It is very much appreciated that staff
give up a day of lessons and planning time to support this event. Last but not least, a HUGE THANK YOU
to Ms. Ozlem and her staff who work tirelessly behind the scenes to ensure we have a fun and safe day.

Carolynne & The PE 'only ones without a staff relay(!!!)' Team
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Zekeriyakoy—Year 7 Trip
Trips week this year saw the year 7's pack up and head for the Gallipoli Peninsula! Our hotel was set on a fabulous beach front in
Assos, we had amazing rooms and couldn't ask for a better start
when we arrived to glorious sunshine sands after the 8 hour drive.
Day 1 of the trip saw us explore the many historical sites
in Çanakkale including the famous Lone Pine which represents our
BISI school logo. The students enjoyed eating lunch in the trenches used by Turkish soldiers - although the staff were mighty cold! before spending the afternoon in a war ship museum and 3-D history cinema.
Day 2 was spend exploring the Behramkale Village, Acropolis
(temple of Athena), ancient theatre and old Assos Harbor as
well as the famous traditional ice cream stall by the Assos
Hotel - and all before lunch! After lunch we drove to the
Adatepe Olive Oil Museum to see how this famous Turkish
export is produced and discovered all the various other uses
for olive oil. We ended the day with a walk around the edge
of the Kaz Nature Forest.
A special shout out must go here to the 'litter picker' crew
who did an outstanding job of collecting rubbish as we
walked along the Assos coastline. We made a good, solid
attempt at achieving a start on one of the new Global Goals
and we aim to keep up the good work across the year.
On Day 3 we visited Troy in the morning and the beautiful
Island of Bozcaada in the afternoon. During the evening we
all took part in Mr. Williams pop quiz which was beautifully
co-hosted by Mr. Mahon. The students were tested on what
they learned during the trip as well as their general
knowledge of sports, music, current affairs and much much
more.
Traffic was very kind to us all on the return ride on Friday
and despite missing the early ferry we arrived safely back in
Istanbul on time and as planned. We had an amazing week
of fun and learning and a week in which I hope the students remember for
years to come.
From the Gallipoli Team Dr. Cetlik, Ms. Thomas, Mr. Mahon, Mr. Williams & Ms. Bell
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Zekeriyakoy—Year 8 Trip
38 Students with Ms Kamas, Ms Earhart, Ms Scotland, Mr Muller
and our games 'king' Mr Howard travelled to the Black Sea coastal
area of Akcakoca. This area is both a town and district of Duzce
province, located 300 kilometres East of Istanbul. The area is famous for both its historical and natural surroundings, such as; waterfalls, lakes and rivers.
We visited many areas and learned lots about Akcakoca and Turkey
with our guide for the week!

Our daily routine:
Day 1 Mon 28 Sept: Travel / Scavenger Hunt / evening games
Day 2 Tue 29 Sept: 'Aktas' Waterfall / evening games
Day 3 Wed 20 Sept: 'Kurugol' Kanyon and lots of RAIN! / evening
games
Day 4 Thu 1 Oct: 'Fakilli' cave / 'konuralp' muzesi / amphitheater /
evening games
Day 5 Fri 2 Oct: Travel back to Istanbul / lunch at Sapanca lake
Sandra Scotland & Nursena Kamas
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Zekeriyakoy—Year 12 CAS Trip
CAS Trip
September 28 to October 2
A few weeks ago, the entire year 12 group went on a trip to a small place in Turkey
named Sile. The trip commenced early on September 28, initially starting with a
two-hour bus ride over. Upon arriving to the camp/housing, a ‘survivor activity’
was proposed, where students were asked to complete various activities such as
obstacle courses and tug-a-war.
The trip was mainly focused on CAS, which is an IB core component whereby
students complete a wide range of activities encompassing creativity, service and
action. In this case much of our time in Sile was focused mainly on service, as we
were instructed to renovate an old building, making it suitable for a town museum.
The renovation experience was new and incredibly fun for the majority of students,
as we were able to improve and learn new skills throughout the time. We were split
into two small groups to work on the inside and outside of the house; the outside
students worked on cleaning the garden and making a pathway, whilst the inside
students scraped walls, dusted and painted ceiling and walls. We spent many long
hours renewing the house, whilst keeping the integrity and therefore the memories.
Due to how long we spent together each day, the trip allowed for much bonding
time within our year, and we got to know one another better. We creativity tackled
issues such as paint and dust by covering our hair and mouths with cloth, resulting
in many memorable photos, We were definitely able to add a more modern twist to
the old house by exposing the brick wall underneath it, both making it artistic and
revealing the history of the house (much of the exposed ‘brick’ was actually made
of mud and straw). On the final day we went on a lovely walk up the cliffs to an
isolated beach ending the trip beautifully.
We want to thank the teachers that joined us on the trip, Ms. Garner, Mr. Seef and Mr.
Crump. They made this experience memorable and enjoyable for us, allowing for a development of skills and work on our CAS.
Mare Blanken
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Breast Cancer Awareness Day
Breast Cancer Awareness Day 2015
On Friday 9th October 2015 the BISI community managed to raise a total of 3528TL. This money will be
sent to 'meva meme vakfi', Istanbul.
Some members of the Secondary Student Council Representatives also managed to organise a small bake
sale on the day.
All students dressed in PINK to support the cause, with a special thank you to Kayato in 7B for making many
of the pink ribbons we were able to sell on the build up to the day.

A real team effort!
Well done BISI
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