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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN JANUARY?
Wed 3 – Fri 5 January

Language Week, Mock Exams Years 11 & 13 and

Thursday 4 January

City PTA Coffee Morning

Friday 5 January

Zek PTA Coffee Morning

Monday 8 January

Zek PTA Meeting am

Monday 8 January

Primary and Secondary Clubs Start

Tuesday 9 January

City PTA Meeting pm

Mon 8 – Fri 12 Jan

Mock Exams Y 11&13

Mon 15 January

Mocks Mock Exams

Tue 16 - Fri 19 Jan

Mid Year Examinations Years 10 & 12

Tuesday 23 January

IB and IGCSE Option Talks for students

Friday 26 January

Mock and Mid Year Grades sent to parents

Tuesday 30 January

IB/ IGCSE Option Talks for students
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PRE/PRIMARY NEWS
FROM NOVEMBER AND
DECEMBER
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EYFS WINTER SING-ALONG’S 2017
This year Zek Campus combined the sing-along’s together, with both the International and
National EYFS Children celebrating this on Monday 11th of December. The City EYFS
children celebrated together on Tuesday 12th December. All the children had a great time
singing about snowflakes, bells and Santa. They all looked marvellous in their festive
costumes too!
Thank You parents for coming to join in with us and also for taking the time after to look at
your children’s Learning Journeys together with your children. This is a precious time for
your child to share their learning with you.
Thank you to Miss Des and Mr Mark for all their hard work in Music Lessons preparing the
children for this! It is quite a big step for young children to perform on stage and in front of
an audience. I am so proud of all the children for how well they did! What superstars we
have in EYFS!
I’d also like to put in a great BIG THANK You from the teachers and children to the man in
the RED HAT, with the BLACK boots and a RED sack…. who came to visit the children
and give them an early Christmas treat! A big THANK You SANTA!
WE WISH YOU ALL A MERRY MERRY CHRISTMAS TO YOU, YOUR FAMILY AND
FRIENDS.
We look forward to seeing you back in the NEW Year!
Miss Tamarisk
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YEAR 2 CITY CAMPUS
Visit to Beşiktaş Fire Station
On Tuesday 22nd November 2017 Year 2 from City Campus visited Beşiktaş Fire Station as
part of our work on The Great Fire of London.
We saw lots of exciting things, including a fire engine with a twenty four metre ladder and
special fire fighting equipment and clothes.
The children were able to sit in the cab of a fire engine and put out pretend fires using real
hoses!
We all learnt a lot from our visit and had fun too.
Alison Guzel and Amy Beale.

Early Years Co-Ordinator.
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CITY KS2 MOTHER TONGUE DRAMA CLUB
On Monday 11th December, after 4 club times and a mad week of lunchtime rehearsals, the
City Mother Tongue Drama Club put on their performance of The Mitten, an old Ukrainian
folktale.
With Aleyna, Arita, Elena, Farrukha, Kisaa,Nira, Nura and Yasmina speaking 7 different
Mother Tongues between them, the play was acted so that the story could be understood.
All those languages meant that the children had to listen carefully at all times and know
their cues to speak- because they could not understand each other without knowing the
story very well indeed.
Thank you for all your hard work and missed playtimes!
C. Guven KS1 ESL City
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CHARITY BOXES
We are sharing the photos of happiness from Bitlis. These beautiful children who have
received lots of second hand books, pencil, scissors etc from our school in December 2017.
Thanks to all of you for contributing to the charity boxes. Here are the photos were taken by
Ebru, an English teacher in Bitlis. As you see, children are so happy to receive learning
materials.
They would like to say their huge THANK YOU to our school.
Thank you so much…
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EYFS WINTER SHOW
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INTERNATIONAL DAY
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WINTER PROGRAMME 2017
ALL:

We need a little Christmas
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X6OJYTv4ipM

6B

Aladdin drama piece (15 mins)

Year 1:

When Santa got stuck up the Chimney
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cn-RGOGgAmw

Solo 1:

Primary Orchestra: Silent Night, What Child is This, Jingle Bells

Year 2

Jingle Bells
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3CWJNqyub3o

Choir

Frosty the Snowman
Slow Rockin’ Christmas
Jingle Bell Rock

Year 3

Santa Claus is coming to town
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KeZEn7Tq0GU

Year 4

Rudolph
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BKoLVpdCJ04

Solo 2:

Primary Orchestra Deck the Halls, O come all ye Faithfull,
The First Nowell

5D

‘Twas the night before Christmas – Drama Speech
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NF6gMctT3XI (No Sound)

Year 5:

White Christmas
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UioEvXY7xoM

Choir:

Christmas in Your Eyes
You’re all I want for Christmas

6H

The 12 Days of Christmas piano (Wor ds on Screen)

ALL:

We wish you a Merry Christmas (all verses) with orchestra

piano
piano
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WINTER BAZAR
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EYFS WINTER SHOW 2017
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NATIONAL SCHOOL AT WORK
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NATIONAL SCHOOL COOKING CLUP!
We are learning how to prepare and cook some food... We are cooking lots of foods for
instance some bread, cookies, many kind of cakes etc. So we become little chefs in our own
kitchen
We have our cooking club every Friday!
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SECONDARY NEWS
FROM NOVEMBER AND
DECEMBER
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YEAR 12 CAS TRIP BUCHAREST
Year 12 students started their CAS programme this year with an exciting trip to Bucharest.
It was a new initiative and everybody was very excited to see how the collaboration
between the students from the British International School of Istanbul and the students from
the Romanian National College “I. L. Caragiale” will work. Everybody had a fantastic
experience, our students were on their best behavior and made a great impression during the
five days. We broke a couple of records by walking almost 60 km in 5 days, having 14
nationalities in a group of 16 people, Louis and Daniel eating a 2.2 kg meal and getting
Lennart and Olexiy break their shyness and dance Romanian folk dances.
On the first day we had a formal presentation of the two schools and the psychologist from
Angels Down Friends talked about their activity and how do they help the children with
Down Syndrome develop at their best. The students were divided in seven mixed groups
and the ice quickly broke as they started talking and laughing and planning the week
together.
The activities of the week were part of a project called “Change starts through art’’. The
students had the chance to experience different types of art, from discovering architectural
gems of Bucharest, to taking part in a workshop with professional chefs who changed the
cooking into an art, to creating collages in their groups. The most appreciated activities
were the ones with the children from Angels Down Friends who tried their best to cope with
the excitement of a large crowd. Jemma and Nadia presented the Association president with
a gift from our school PTA, a contribution much appreciated and which will enable them to
continue the great work with these lovely children.
On one of the days we all went for a day trip to Sinaia, a beautiful mountain resort 120 km
from Bucharest. Everybody was impressed with the grandeur of the Peles Castle and with
the cable car ride above green forest and cliffs to go to Cota 2000 in the Bucegi Mountains.
Last day came quite quickly but the students worked together until the very last minute.
Everybody wrote reflections on their experiences, created a power point with collated
photos and comments in their groups and made a final presentation of their art collages. All
the teachers were impressed with the quality of their work and the excellent collaboration
which went on during the week.
Saying GOOD BYE was very hard but as the project was considered a success, everybody
promised that we will try to repeat it. We consider that our students greatly benefited from
all the experiences they had in these five days.
Irina Fieraru and Seef Marsden
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COP MADAM
Winter Bazaar to support a fantastic cause. Çöp (m)adam* products are high quality, unique
and inspiring.
Products include: purses, wallets, bags, pencil cases, aprons and cushion covers. Any Çöp
(m)adam product makes a wonderful gift for family, friends and colleagues, and even
yourself! Please do come along and support this very worthwhile cause.*
So THANK YOU everyone for your kınd generosıty and supportıng Cöp Madam .
The students sold all of the Cöp Madam products (75 ın total) wıth a value of 2005TL.
Ruth and Year 12 Busıness Management students
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EBENEZER SCROOGE
Scrooge Comes Good with Fantastic Team Around Him.
With a cast of more than 65 students, BISI’s latest school production, ‘Ebenezer Scrooge’
was designed to raise the spirits somewhat during the festive season. Since early September,
the cast and crew have worked tirelessly to bring Dickens’s classic tale of redemption to
life. For those not familiar with Scrooge or ‘A Christmas Carol’ - to give it its proper title –
it is about a miser who is visited by ghostly forces that try to show him the error of his ways
and to help him change before his soul is doomed forever. BISI’s adaptation, whilst trying
to keep the ideas and much-loved moments of the original short story also put a new twist
on the piece. BISI’s version was narrated by a grown up Tiny Tim (Max Koehler) whose
identify was revealed for all to see at the end, and it also boasted original music and sound
design to capture the atmosphere of the themes and scenes of the play. Alara Coban took the
role of Musical Director and with her band (Noah Roosevelt, Yoo Jin Lee, Shakil Goudy,
Max Gunnell) glued the whole piece together, using music to transition between scenes and
signify emotional meaning to the audience. Lighting was also a huge element in this
performance, with Lauren Ates leading the highly technical lighting changes – lighting
changes that would have troubled a professional company. The backstage crew also worked
hard, ensuring that props and set design were updated for every change of scene – no mean
feat with so many small and intricate scenes to account for. One of the most emotive pieces
surely belonged to the students who took part from Primary. They brought enthusiasm,
volume, history and a silhouette piece which elicited tears from the eyes of many of the
audience. They played the downtrodden urchins and hands that Dickens championed in his
many works. The props and costumes were also outstanding features of the production,
helping to set the scene of the early Victorian world with all its disparity superstition,
mystery and obsession with death. There were so many stand-out performances that it
would take up too much space here to mention all of them; however, one actor had to work
harder than any other because they were in every single scene. Of course, it is the actor that
played Scrooge himself. The immensely talented Rebecca Uys took the reins of Scrooge
and proved that a good actor can transcend gender and age when creating a role. The
character could not be further from Rebecca’s personality and appearance, but surely this is
testament to her acting craft because Scrooge was utterly mesmerising throughout. It is
hoped that an equally talented, enthusiastic and collaborative group will come together for
next year’s production – an adaption of Alice in Wonderland. Status for this next project:
pre-production.

Click here to see all photos from Ebenzer Scrooge
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ENVIRONMENT ARTICLE MARK MULLER
Some good publicity for our Enviro Com's efforts - in the July online edition of IB World:
http://blogs.ibo.org/blog/2017/07/05/going-green-on-the-black-sea-shore/
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FINAL PIANO RECITAL FROM FILIZ
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HUMANITIES WEEK
The Programme of Humanities Week
Hi there comrades
This week is Humanities Week and to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the Bolshevik
Revolution we are dedicating the week to revolution and protest.
We have some seriously anarchic and thought-provoking videos for Form Tutors to show in
the mornings.
There is a revolutionary display in the Secondary Building with some quizzes and space for
graffiti on the BISI Wall.
A Business Enterprise will buck the trend and offer staff coffee and breakfast treats to get
our mornings off to a good start.
A chaotic Colour Run will be organised by students for later in the month.
I hope you enjoy the week. Please encourage the revolutionary fervour generated this week.
All Power To The People
The Humanities Team
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TIMUN '17
What is MUN:
MUN or Model United Nations is a conference were students get to represent countries or
NGO’s and are given real life problems to solve. To solve those problems the delegates get
to write resolution forms similar to the official UN ones, except more creative. The students
are to do what benefits the country that they are dedicated. Students can either be delegates
or ambassadors. Inside the committees they have the same rights. However, ambassadors
have more duties outside the committee.
This conference:
Our MUN club this year was honored to be going to the prestigious conference of TIMUN
which took place in Uskudar American Academy. Uskudar American Academy is one of the
oldest English teaching schools in Istanbul and this conference is the oldest in all of Turkey.
The conference itself is affiliated by THIMUN which is The Hague International MUN.
THIMUN is the biggest most prestigious MUN conference in the whole world. In this
conference, we were given the role of Eritrea. Eritrea is an African country, which took
independence of Ethiopia around 20 years ago. Most committees have agenda which relates
to African countries which means most of our delegates had important roles.
Experience:
Reyad Dardar, a Year 12 student as well as MUN Ambassador and BISI MUN Coordinator,
had the following to say about the MUN conference:

“This was my sixth MUN conference and my first TIMUN. According to my experience
every conference has its own spirit. Last year I attended MUNDP ’16 which was enjoyable
and the debates were fruitful, however it felt more relaxed and less formal. Fortunately, this
conference was just the right mix of fun and formality. The debates were fruitful and heated
put once we step outside the committees we all were friends. I was assigned the role of an
ambassador which meant I had to leave my own committee every once in a while, to check
on my friends. I was a member of the environmental committee which was loads of fun.
When we were talking about climate change the American delegate gave a speech saying
that climate change wasn’t real. I was honored to be named the “best delegate” on the last
day. However, not so honored for being “most likely to end up in jail” and “most likely to
be a dictator”. Nonetheless the experience was a thrill and is probably one of the best
experiences I ever had.’’
Tommaso Cusolito, a Year 12 student, who had never attended an MUN conference before,
also had this to say about the conference:
“The TIMUN for me has been a unique experience under many points of view, one of them
was that those days were for me my first time at Model United Nation and, as often
happens, all of the expectations, constructed prior to the event, are completely overturned in
a positive way. It has been my first time talking to an audience and I felt all of the anxiety
and insecurity fade away thanks to the adrenaline that gave me the security of express my
first speech in English directed to people that I didn’t know at all.”
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Not only I had the opportunity to develop my skills as a speaker but I increased my ability
of collaborating with others in finding solutions that will make a difference, maybe not in
the world but yes in the minds of the present people with which we discussed our solution
for some of the main problems that affect humanity.
This experience has been for me one of the projects that will make me a better adult in term
of understanding of the world and building solutions to unite people, qualities that should
be shared by every person and fortunately experience like this are replicated and I will
definitely encourage people to take part of them.’’
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SINGING FOR SYRIANS FUNDRAISES
On the last school week of the first term, our school’s Business Enterprise Club decided to
organise a fundraiser to raise money for Syrian refugees, just like last year. Our aims were
to raise funds through singing a range of well-known Christmas songs, yet not religious, so
that everyone could enjoy and participate during the event. This event took place on
Monday 11th December, during Lunch time at the school cafeteria.
Singing for Syrians, a UK-based charity, is part of the
Hands Up Foundation which supports partner
organisations working in and around Syria. It
encourages individuals, bands and schools to raise as
charity through a singing event. The reason it
encourages singing events is because they wish the events to be positive and generous to
make everyone happy.
The Hands Up Foundation is an innovative charity set up by four British friends who want
to remind their friends in Syria that they have not been forgotten. They aim to help children
to get prosthetic limbs and to get more Syrian children to school. The funding is distributed
as wages and aid items to some of the most vulnerable people affected by the crisis.
We had about 25 students from Year 7 to 13 who have kindly volunteered to sing for the
event. By singing along and dancing, school staff and the students showed their positive
feelings and thoughts for others, particularly at this time when Syrians need our help more
than ever.
866TL was raised successfully throughout the event. This event not only raised money but
also gave us, the students, the opportunity to learn variety of skills, such as dealing with
unexpected problems. It was a great experience for us as it helped us to think more carefully
about the world problems and the way to take care of them.
Special thanks to everyone who has wonderfully participated in the event and donated
money for charity. If you are interested in donating money for the Syrian refugees, please
visit the following link: www.handsupfoundation.org

Student participating in the event!
Dancing students!
Written by Yoojin Lee 10S (Project Organiser)
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SECONDARY WINTER SHOWCASE
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Alara's Winter Showcase

For those that don't know about BISI's Winter Showcase, it is a chance for BISI's
community to show off the talent that it possesses, have fun and spread some festive
merriment. This year's showcase had a distinctly Scrooge-like feel to it, with songs,
characters and ideas spilling over from the school production to fill all with festive cheer.
This year's event kicked off with The Scroogies - an award ceremony, based on the
OSCARS, to pay tribute to the best performances from Ebenezer Scrooge. After big wins
for Kaan Kafkasli (Best Ghost), Lewis Mclellan (Best Supporting Role for Bob Cratchit),
Lauren Ates (Special Award for Achievements with Lighting), and Rebecca Uys (Best
Actor) it was time for Mrs Mayer and Mrs Kapusuzoglu to bring season's greetings to all.
Involved were Y7, 8, the school choir and orchestra, as well as the cast of Ebenezer
Scrooge. BISI's Y13 IB Music student had her own surprise in store for the audience who
may not have realised what a powerful and passionate singer she is. Filiz Mysyrlyoglu
belted out, accompanied by Alara Coban, the classics: Wonderful World and Feeling Good.
Hosting the event - in character - Big Tiny Tim, aka Max Koehler and Kaan Kafkasli, aka
The Ghost of Christmas Present brought their own humour to proceedings and introduced a
parody version of Scrooge with the staff taking the key roles. Scrooge's musical director
(Alara Coban) again sat at the piano as Mr Bradley and company wowed their audience.
There was a special cameo performance from Eren Goknil I'Anson who played Mr Bradley
as a young child. Next, the cast of Scrooge were on hand to perform an atmospheric section
from the play. This portion of the show highlighted the achievements of the prop-makers,
directed by Ms Cabato. Finally, Emely Tromborg and Anna Vardar sang Alara Coban's
song: Raise a Glass - again from the play. There was also a special award for Alara, whose
efforts in creating, adapting, problem-solving and leading the music for production and
showcase alike are difficult to put into words. It is hard to express the level of maturity that
Alara brought to her musical duties. Her achievements have been far beyond her years. The
greatest compliment that we can pay to her is to say that the name of the Winter Showcase
this year was deserved, fully: Alara's Winter Showcase.
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IGCSE MONOLOGUES
Towards the end of each IGCSE Drama course there is a moment - a single five minute
performance - that highlights just how far the students have come in terms of their acting
technique and confidence. It is the moment when students perform their monologues to
their peers in a special assembly. Drama students - now one year into the course - begin this
daunting solo journey just after the summer holidays when they select a suitable monologue
based on their preferred acting style and start to analyse the piece. They look for moments
of rising tension, comedy, and/or high emotion. Students next think carefully about how
they can use their vocal skills, physical skills, and technical theatre knowledge to exploit
these moments and elicit a strong response from the audience. This year's students chose
from a deep pool of texts: 'The School for Wives' (Alara Bahartoglu); 'The Curious Incident
of the Dog in the Night-Time' (Max Koehler and Pelin Hastemir); 'Henry V' (Arman
Hemmati); 'The Government Inspector' (Rishibh Prakash); 'An Inspector Calls' (Berke
Yuksekkaya). The event proved to be a vibrant showcase of the talent that BISI's
community boasts and delivered a diverse and thought-provoking sequence of drama to a
supportive and receptive audience who were treated to high-quality monologues spanning
Shakespearean history to Priestley and the well-made murder mystery; well-mannered
comedy - to Brechtian-styled social commentary. All the students involved can be very
proud of their achievements.
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DIRECTORS OF SCHOOLS
Richard I’Anson
+90 212 257 5136

Director of Pre School & Primary School
richardianson@bis.k12.tr

William Bradley
+90 212 202 7027

Director of Secondary School and Principal
of Zekeriyakoy Campus
williambradley@bis.k12.tr

Richard Robinson
+90 212 202 7027

Deputy Director of Secondary School
richardrobinson@bis.k12.tr

Mine Akın
+90 212 202 7027

National School Principal
mineakin@bis.k12.tr

Selen Tutar
+90 212 202 7027

Head of PR/Communications
communications@bis.k12.tr

Tuba Guven
+90 212 286 7375

Director of Admissions
registrar@bis.k12.tr

FIND US ON!
www.bis.k12.tr

FOLLOW US!
Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | YouTube | Google Plus | LinkedIn
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