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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN DECEMBER?
Monday 3rd December

Zek PTA Meeting

Tuesday 4th December

City PTA Meeting

Thursday 6th December

IB/GCSE Theatre Trip - Zek

Tuesday-Thursday 4th, 5th & 6th December

Alice Production - Zek Secondary

Friday 7th December

Primary Winter Bazaar

Thursday 13th December

Primary & Secondary Clubs Finish

Friday 14th December

Zek Secondary Winter Showcase &
Winter Jumper MUFTI

Friday 14th December

Primary Science Day

Monday-Thursday 17th & 20th December

Zek Primary Winter Showcase

Tuesday-Wednesday 18th & 19th December

City Winter Showcase

Friday 21st December

Reports issued for Primary & Secondary

Friday 21st December

School Closes
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PRE/PRIMARY NEWS
FROM
OCTOBER & NOVEMBER
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OLD CITY TRIP OF RECEPTION CLASSES
Reception Classes from National School and International School had a great time at
Miniaturk on Monday 15th October. We have been learning all about Our City: Istanbul, so
it was a great opportunity to see some of our favourite monuments like Hagia Sophia,
Galata Tower and The Blue Mosque.
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YEAR 1 CITY ENJOYED THEIR ART WORKSHOP WITH JEROEN
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KEY STAGE 1 AND 2 SPORTS DAY
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YEAR 1 CITY TOOK A WALK THROUGH BELGRAD FOREST
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HALLOWEEN IN EYFS- ZEK CAMPUS
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HALLOWEEN IN THE CITY
We all had a wicked time at our Halloween events.
Lots of scary monsters, super heroes, mummies, witches and spooky creatures came to
school! Lots of people had put a lot of effort into making their own costumes at home.
We all had a great afternoon eating delicious Halloween cakes and making Halloween
crafts.
Finally we had great fun in our Halloween Assembly doing The Monster Mash!
Everyone at the City Campus would like to thank the PTA and all the parents who helped
Halloween to be such an exciting and memorable event.
Alison Guzel
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PRIMARY FOOTBALL TEAM
Our Primary football team played their first match against MEF on 24th October. Final
score 6:6 and many tired but happy faces.
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YEAR 3 FIELD WORK IN ZEKERIYKOY VILLAGE AND SARIYER
With the start of the academic year, Year 3 busied themselves in Zekeriyakoy Village and
Sariyer, gathering information and data about the villages. As part of their Local
Settlements Unit in Humanities, the trips investigated our local community and made
comparisons between the two villages.
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CITY AUTUMN FESTIVAL
Hooray for The Little Red Hen!
Recently we all enjoyed celebrating our Autumn Festival. It was a time when we all thought
about how lucky we are to have enough food, loving families and warm safe houses. The
families at our City Campus were all very generous and collected food to give to people
who are not as lucky as us.
Classes 2A and 2G led our Autumn Festival assembly and performed the story of The Little
Red Hen.
They showed us how important it is to help our friends.
We were very proud of The Little Red Hen and all of his friends!
Alison Guzel and Lorraine Anderson
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YEAR 1 SCHOOL FERRY TRIP
On Wednesday 14th November, Year 1 went on a boat trip from Europe to Asia. We
travelled on the car ferry from Istinye to Cubuklu with the school bus. We spent time
observing the different modes of transport travelling on the Bosphorus. We were also very
lucky to visit the captain of the ferry. He showed us how to drive a ferry and we enjoyed
taking photos with him. We all really enjoyed our trip and learned a lot about transport in
Istanbul for our current history topic.

18

YEAR 2 CITY CAMPUS
Visit to Beşiktaş Fire Station
On Tuesday 27th November 2018 the City Year 2 classes visited Beşiktaş Fire Station as
part of our work on The Great Fire of London.
We saw lots of exciting things, including a fire engine with wheels that moved up and
down, special fire fighting equipment and clothes.
The children were able to sit in the cab of a fire engine and put out pretend fires using real
hoses!
We all learnt a lot from our visit and had fun too.
Alison Guzel and Lorraine Anderson.
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GLOBAL CITIZENS WEEK - CITY CAMPUS
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GLOBAL CITIZENS WEEK - ZEK CAMPUS
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SECONDARY NEWS FROM
OCTOBER & NOVEMBER
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ISL FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT
Our high school boys team won the TISL football tournament held at Robert Collage. In the
final they played against Oasis from Ankara their best game and where deserved winners.
Their attitude, work-rate and real togetherness was evident the whole weekend and they
really did themselves and the school proud
The boys involved over the two days were Ilkan, Pablo, August. Tem, Noah, Zaid, Yahya,
Nawaf, Max, Yousef, Mishal and Luka
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HISAR SCHOOL JUNIOR MODEL UNITED NATIONS, OCTOBER
2018
BISI represented the World Bank in an 11 student delegation at the Hisar School JMUN
Conference. With 600 students attending, the Hisar Conference is an excellent opportunity
for our youngest students to get involved in the programme. Model United Nations forces
students to use a wide range of skills. First, students research the issues debated in their
committee rooms ranging from Health and the spread of the Mers Cov disease, to Politics
and political prisoners in Venezuela from the perspective of their delegation. Second,
students have to negotiate with other delegations to support their agenda in a resolution.
Third delegates debate against other delegations in committee rooms, which culminates in
the big debate in the large auditorium in front of over 100 students.
This year our students were enthusiastic and thoroughly convincing in their roles. We
managed to insert World Bank action into many resolutions and successfully oppose
resolutions in the auditorium which had decided to vote against us in committees. I was
immensely proud of our delegates and they have really helped to spread BISI’s academic
reputation in schools across Turkey and the MENA region. Well done!
Robert Somers – MUN Advisor
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HISAR JMUN WORLD BANK DELEGATION
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YEAR 7 TRIP TO KÖPRÜLÜ CANYON NATIONAL PARK IN

ANTALYA
A group of 26 students in Year 7 and four teachers, Mr. Mayer, Mr. Taylor, Ms. Kelly and
Ms. Pérez flew to Antalya to spend five days and four nights in Köprülü Canyon National
Park. Monday afternoon we spent doing climbing activities in teams. The company in
Antalya, Novaraft, were very impressed with our students!
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In the evening we went by jeep to our cosy hotel, where we spent the first two nights.

We started our second day with more team-building activities. In the morning, we did Archery.
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Our second and definitely the most exciting activity of the day was White Water Rafting in
the Köprüçay River, born in the Taurus Mountains. It flows through natural wonders of
canyons, and empties into the Mediterranean Sea south of Serik, Antalya.

We had a short and fun break half-way:

“Rafting was fun because it was thrilling trying to keep from falling out of the raft”.
-Mohamed, 7I
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After 14 kilometres rafting, we were all looking forward to our next activity: Pizza Making.
Everyone made their own pizzas for dinner.

We started our third day with a morning run. We then
had some time to enjoy the slides at the hotel before
going to the camp where we spent the next two nights.
“I liked going down the water-slide because the water
was cold when you hit it. Also, the climbing activity
was so much fun”. -Megan, 7I
After lunch, we pitched the tents and continued with another activity: The Pipeline.
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We had the sweetest evening doing our Chocolate Factory activity. We used delicious
original Belgian chocolate, Belcolade Couverture, which contains 100% cocoa butter and is
one of the most prominent brands in the world.

It was Khalid’s birthday, so Amélie, Lily and Meghan made a cake for him too.

The next morning we went to visit the canyon and we had a three-hour hike on the
St. Paul’s Trail. We visited the ancient city of Selge. On the southern slopes of the Taurus
Mountains, Selge is located in a naturally sheltered place, reachable through narrow and
steep cliffs.
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Our last afternoon, we spent it doing some more team-building activities at the camp.

The last day we had some time in the morning to do a collage activity before going to the
airport. It was an exciting week! Our students were fantastic all week!

Ángela Pérez
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YEAR 8 EDREMIT TRIP 2018
Looking back at our trip brings back great memories. Travelling around the Edremit Region
with Year 8 was a lot of fun. We learned at Pergamon that Classical Greeks went to the
theatre in high places. In the Kazdaglar we learned that mountain water is very cold. And on
the boat to Cunda Island we learned that sea anemones are very prickly and it’s best not to
step on them. In the evenings we understood that if we tie stockings to our heads we can use
them as demolition balls. Thank you to the following teachers for making the trip so
wonderful: Mr McCullough, Mr Barnes, Mr Gusain and Ms Cankurt. Robert Somers

It’s a great view from the top of Pergamon Acropolis

We put the frieze back into the Zeus Altar

What a scary bunch of Greek actors!

What a scary bunch of Greek actors!

William! Get back in the
fast moving jeep!

Friends forever

Come on Khaled!
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YEAR 9 TRIP TO DALYAN & MARMARIS & PATARA
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EXPEDITION: LYCIAN WAY - Y10 RESIDENTIAL TRIP
On Sunday 30th October, most of Year 10, Mr Cosnett, Miss Cabato, and Miss Scotland
ventured off towards warmer pastures and Turkey’s stunning Lycian Way. Unfortunately,
the arrival of these intrepid explorers was greeted not with the sunshine so synonymous to
the region, but rather with tempestuous rain and thunder, which lashed down against the
side of the coach as they headed toward their first lodging. The weather, though spiteful,
was not enough to deter them from achieving their objectives, and after some sleep and
food, they headed out on that fateful Monday in search of ancient ruins and a sandy beach.
On Monday evening a few brave souls pitted their skills on the pool table against Miss
Cabato; few prevailed in this endeavour.
Tuesday came along at the exact same time that Monday went away, and the travellers went
off in search of a mighty river, and a legendary gorge. A formidable foe, the mighty
Saklıkent Gorge, sent them scrambling through both clear and cold waters, as well as
muddy and slightly less cold waters. Some tried to stay dry, others clean - but it was a futile
task as the gorge dirtied t-shirt after t-shirt and caused even the most well-balanced to falter.
That Tuesday also saw the group battling the nearby river. There, students and teachers
alike, spun and bounced along in air-filled contraptions at the mercy of the unrelenting
white waters, whilst trying to avoid running aground on the rocks, which lured those
without focus toward them.
Wednesday supplanted Tuesday as often happens in the south. For many, it was Wednesday
that represented the greatest challenge and expedition of the week: the hike along the fabled
Lycian Way. The uphill slog which began the journey towards Butterfly Valley was hard
going indeed; some even talked of turning back or contemplated sitting down. However, the
vertical way of walking soon yielded to a more sedate horizontal method; eventually, and
by degrees, the road began to wend its way downhill towards the stunning views over
Butterfly Valley and the endless blue ocean beyond. It was there that students took a
well-deserved rest and recovered themselves. As they sat around the campfire that night,
some dared not speak of the path that they had walked that day. Some said they would
never set out on such a journey ever again. Others boasted of their triumphs and the ease of
the path, and how they might have conquered it with even greater speed - if they had only
been allowed. It was at the very least a memorable shared experience.
On Thursday morning, they - now somewhat hardened - set out for the ocean and did
indeed charter a private sea vessel. The captain knew of haunts and coves that few others
had frequented and led them to a quiet bay where all could swim with sea monsters (the
captain called them turtles), dive into the clear waters, enjoy a hearty meal onboard, or even
partake of some maritime fun, riding an inflatable beast whilst being towed by a boat of
some considerable speed. After the ship returned to land, all headed off towards the streets
of the town to buy trinkets, exotic gifts and souvenirs for those loved ones that they had left
behind. Soon they headed to their final lodging where they played games, swam, ate and
pondered returning home.
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SECONDARY SPORTS DAY
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BREAST CANCER AWARENESS DAY
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HALLOWEEN
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THE 2018 IGCSE AWARDS CEREMONY

On Wednesday 28th November, proud parents, the school’s board members, teachers and
students gathered in the theatre to celebrate the fantastic achievements and successes of the
class of 2018. Green, blue and white balloons and a huge banner greeted our IGCSE
awardees on a rainy Wednesday afternoon.
The weather and the technical glitches didn’t dampen the festive atmosphere and the
enjoyment of the afternoon when approximately 40 students were acknowledged and
rewarded for their hard work and achievements last summer.
As it has now become a tradition, at the beginning of the previous academic year, during the
very first assembly of the year, Mr. Bradley, challenged all the year 11 students to achieve
even better than their predecessors... A challenge that 22 students embraced and took on...
What a great set result we had: this summer 80% of exams grades were between A*and C.
53 A and A* grades were awarded and 5 students gained 5 or more A* and A grades.
The average grade score for the class of 2018 was a B. Let’s not forget their 22 younger
colleagues who were brave enough to sit some early entry IGCSE examinations and also
achieved a fantastic set of results.
Lise Mereyde (piano) opened the ceremony with a beautiful piano piece, Beethoven’s 3rd
movement Piano Sonata no 7 in D minor (Allegretto) “The Tempest” and this was followed
by Francesco Tarrega’s Guitar piece “Adelita” played by Seungjune Min. Kayato Turhan
(piano) also played beautifully for us a piano piece by Tchaikovsky “June, Barcarolle, The
Seasons” before we invited the current year 12 on stage to receive their certificates.
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This year we were privileged to have a
guest speaker, Dr. Semra Şardaş, who came
to talk about her experiences and give us her
insights about careers and the future. It
turned out to be, I hope, a ceremony for
which the current year 11 and year 12 will
have memorable and cherished memories where they were acknowledged and
rewarded for their achievements.
The IGCSE class of 2018 were a
delightfully friendly, creative, occasionally
disorganised, occasionally competitive,
sporty diverse group of individuals. They
were a talented bunch: we had wonderful
musicians, actors, film makers, linguists,
mathematicians, designers, sports people
and the list of their talents goes on. They
certainly understood that success is very
much about hard work and team work. The
best thing about them was their camaraderie
and their support of one another. Their effort
and hard work really paid off. The current
year 11 have a lot to live up to – previous IGCSE results set the standard and no less will be
expected going forward!
A year ago, they took on the challenge of
the IGCSE examinations... and I am sure
that, as I predicted during the ceremony, Mr
Bradley will set them another challenge a
year from now: the challenge to do even
better than before….
As the speeches were written, the students
came on stage to receive their IGCSE
certificates and their well-deserved toffee
apple and then gathered outside the theatre
for a little celebration with friends and
family.
I would like to take this
opportunity to thank Mrs Susie Ateş, Dr Kathleen Hawthorne, whose help and stamina were
amazing.
Also, special thanks goes to the parents who volunteered and came to help organise the
celebration and decorate the area, produced scrumptious food, came up with wonderful
ideas to make the event even more special, Mr David Mayer our photographer, Mr Jeevesh
Kumar who designed the programme, the Creative Arts department (in particular Ms.
Mayer, Ms. Kapusuzoglu, Ms. Cabato) and of course the musicians – Lise Mereyde,
Seungjune Min, Kayato Turhan for their wonderful performance and lastly but not least our
Auxiliary team and Yusuf and Mesut who all made this event possible.
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ENGLISH DEPARTMENT – LITERACY WEEK 2018

Monday 19th November hailed this year’s Literacy Week for BISI secondary. It was a
wonderful opportunity to show off the accumulation of many weeks of effort and creativity
throughout all key stages of learning. Pleasingly it helped to raise the profile of the English
and ESL departments and give importance to areas of literacy needing a little attention and
a bit of additional care. It was certainly an action filled week in which all were kept busy
being creative, explorative, and textually analytical.
There were a number of activities designed to get students more involved in their study of
poetry and reading of texts. Every day on the sound of the bell every member of secondary
school stopped what they were doing to enjoy a 15 minute read of their current reading
book. The atmosphere during these DEAR moments (Drop Everything and Read) was
almost eerie as silence made its way through corridors and into every classroom… even the
school reception went quiet as all began their daily read. It was a pleasure to see students
ask their teachers about chosen books and current reading and hear dialogue on the merits
of authors, book types, and writing styles. Interesting too, was the wide range of genre
appreciation and the occasional surprise best book of teachers which everyone attached to
the door of their teaching area. Much discussion and ‘run-round-school’ quizzes were
enabled just on this activity alone.
Within the main corridors of both buildings displays developed as the week gained
momentum and students made progress in classroom activity. A favourite of the week for
me was watching the artistic and creative talent of so many manifest itself through the
Found Poetry and DIY Poetry activities. Using the language that we see around us Daily
students within KS3 very ably deconstructed text and context to create entirely different
texts and context with brilliant and thought-provoking success. Equally inspiring was the
transformation of one type of text to a piece of art and poetry. The students who were
captivated in this activity produced some fantastic pieces of illustrated poetry.
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I attach here a link to the YouTube
video that inspired our classes in the
hope that you too may have a go!
Enjoy too some of our results…
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=B3wjLsEfFFo
Other highlights of the week include
the interactive boards that students
could add their Six- Word Stories to.
This extremely concise story telling
narrative is also known as Flash
Literature which worked alongside
our Snap Literature competition of
students taking selfies or sharing
pictures of themselves reading in various oddball places – this was highly engaging and
very imaginative. Riddles and words games were a feature of every non-teaching section of
the day each day until Friday. All was fun. All was meaningful. All celebrated literacy. This
was indeed a great week if a little exhausting.
Thank you colleagues for those of you who helped
make this happen and to all who recognise that we
teach not only to impart subject knowledge for
examination, but also to empower students to
communicate their understanding more effectively.
Creativity and the exploration of language to improve
emotional literacy as well as more traditional
academic literacy is greatly valued within and
throughout BISI.
I would just like to thank all my colleagues who
helped to arrange the week and maintain enthusiasm,
but especially my colleagues in the English and ESL
departments, and our librarian, Elif Cankurt. Thanks
too, of course, to all the students who put in extra
effort each day by entering or supporting the planned
activities.
Russell Gunnell, Head of English & ESL
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MOVEMBER

During the month of November, there were several activities and competitions held
throughout the Secondary school, to raise money and awareness for various men’s health
issues. A number of our staff members contributed to the fundraising efforts by growing a
moustache during the entire month of November, in a bid to win our competition ‘Which
MO gets your DOUGH’, which was judged at the end of the month. The ‘Movember’
campaign activities collectively raised a total amount of: 1679.75tl, of which, 359.25 tl was
raised from the Shave-off competition and the remaining total from the Mufti day. The
winner of the 'Which MO gets your DOUGH' competition was Paddy Williams, who won a
trip to a Turkish Barber for his tremendous efforts, along with Sunil Gusain & Eliot Taylor,
who were close runners-up with their moustache creations. A big thank you to everyone for
their generous donations and to all who got involved and contributed to the variety of
activities throughout November.
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DIRECTORS OF SCHOOLS
Richard I’Anson
+90 212 257 5136
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meltempamuk@bis.k12.tr

Victoria Sykes
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FIND US ON!
www.bis.k12.tr
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