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The Guiding Statements
Vision and Mission
Our school provides a safe and caring international environment that celebrates cultural diversity.
Students have the opportunity to achieve their full academic potential and to become lifelong
learners and responsible citizens of the global community.

Definition of Internationalism/Interculturalism
We aim to develop understanding and mutual respect of all nationalities within our community,
allowing us to explore the beliefs, values and circumstances of all cultures. We believe our internationalism provides better learning, acceptance, and a holistic approach to the fact that wonder
and greatness comes from the diversity of difference.

Definition of High Quality Learning
Students can articulate their learning journey, accurately reflect upon their progress within an engaging enrichment programme, and successfully manage, synthesize and interpret new concepts
at a high standard.

Welcome to BISI

The British International School Istanbul has

humanity and cultural diversity. We are a co-

Our PTA is an active body that plays a major role

a worldwide reputation for the education it

educational community that includes students

in the development of our school.

provides. It is a leading private international

from over 55 nationalities, between the ages

School in Turkey, offering a modified English

of 2½ to 18 years. We place a great emphasis

National Curriculum, IGCSE and the Interna-

upon the acquisition of languages and offer

tional Baccalaureate Diploma Programme.

German, Spanish, French and Turkish. In ad-

We are an academic school and we send our
graduates to universities throughout the world,
predominantly to the UK and USA. BISI now encompasses a National School catering to Turkish families who, whilst wishing to maintain
the Turkish National Curriculum also seek an
international aspect to the education their children receive. Our ethos is welcoming and embracing. We inspire student enthusiasm, confidence, and independence and we welcome
new students throughout the year. We seek to
instil in all of our students an awareness and
esteem of different cultures, beliefs, skills, values and personalities.
As world citizens we celebrate both our shared
2021-22
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dition to our foreign languages, we also offer
excellent support for English as a Second Language; students who join us with very limited
English quickly reach the stage where they are
fully able to access our curriculum. We are a
partially-selective school and are fortunate to
be able to offer learning support throughout
both the Primary and Secondary Schools.
We have an excellent Creative Arts programme
and offer Music, Theatre and Visual Arts in the
IB Diploma Programme. We also have a very
strong Physical Education Department boasting school teams in several sports. In addition
we offer an extensive range of extra-curricular
activities, both after school and timetabled.

School authorised to deliver the IB Full Diploma

gust bodies have looked at every aspect of our

students, staff and leadership teams all work-

Programme. We are also an authorised centre for

operations in minute detail and found us to be

ing together to make our school great. We have

Cambridge International Examinations, offering

operating at the standards required of the top

a City Campus for Pre School and Primary and

the CIE International General Certificate of Sec-

international schools throughout the world. BISI

a purpose-built campus at Zekeriyaköy for Pre

ondary Education. Additionally, the internation-

is, to date, the only school in Istanbul to achieve

School, Primary and Secondary, just four miles

al section of BISI is fully accredited by the Coun-

accreditation by all three of these bodies.

from the Black Sea and close to the beautiful

cil of British International Schools, the Council

Our accreditations are your guarantee of the

Belgrade Forest. The British International School

of International Schools and the New England

quality of education we provide at the British

Istanbul is an International Baccalaureate World

Association of Schools and Colleges. These au-

International School Istanbul.
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BISI is a happy, caring community with parents,
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Dear Members of the BISI Community,
Yet another year has come to a close. We say goodbye to the challenges of the past two years due to the pandemic and welcome a
new phase of normality and productivity.
We congratulate the Graduating Class of 2022 for a job well done under difficult circumstances. We are very grateful to have been
able to host the Graduation Ceremony on campus this year.
A big thank you goes to our teachers and staff for their continued support, goodwill and dedication.
We look forward to a new and successful academic year and wish our community a wonderful, restful and safe summer.
Sincerely,

Board of Governors

2021-22
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The Board of Governors
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The Senior
Leadership Team
International School

Director of Secondary School
have taught us to value friendships and the
company of others. We are particularly proud
that our campus is a safe and welcoming
space where staff and students can escape
the concerns and pressures of the outside
world. I would like to thank our support staff,
teaching staff and students for all of their
hard work this year in making 2021-22 such
a special year for us all.

This year has been a period of readjustment
as we slowly recovered from the effects of
the pandemic. BISI’s priority has been returning to normal as safely as possible. In the last
weeks of the school year, as restrictions have
been lifted, we have enjoyed many events
that we have missed over the past two years;
cross country, sports day, inter-school sports
competitions, the prom and, of course, the
graduation ceremony for the class of 2022.
If nothing else, the past two years of isolation
2021-22
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We believe that the education we provide at
BISI prepares our students for a life of learning, growing and evolving; academically, socially and emotionally, with the skills required
to thrive in an uncertain future. Although it
seems we have overcome Covid, there are
still many challenges to overcome; conflicts,
climate change, discrimination and injustice.
Education is the key to a safer and more equitable future. As Nelson Mandela said… “Education is the most powerful weapon which
you can use to change the world”

Richard Robinson
Director of Secondary School

Director of Pre/ Primary School
come into effect from September 2022:

Finally, I would like to thank our wonderful

> We are introducing the Cambridge
International Curriculum across all our
Primary and National school sites.

teachers and all the staff at both campuses
for their care, and hard work in making BISI a
wonderful community and creating a family
atmosphere that is so rare now.

> Our City campus has been renamed and
will launch as the British International Steam
School. The curriculum will be delivered in an
innovative, inquiry-based learning approach.

We have finally emerged from the vestiges
of the pandemic to reach a new normal. The
impact of the last two years cannot be underestimated in all spheres of our lives.
As I announced in our previous newsletters,
we have made significant changes over the
course of the year. All of the following will

Director of Pre/ Primary School

> Our Zekeriyaköy campus is launching the
Forest Schools initiative. Our grounds will
be prepared over the summer to enable us
to have our ‘discovery hour’ and exciting
projects.
> We have launched an assessment and
reporting platform for parents to be actively
involved and aware of their child’s progress.
> Oxford Reading Buddy - provides a virtual
reading service that develops deeper comprehension skills and makes reading fun!

YEARBOOK
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This has certainly been an eventful year for
all of us. It is also my first year here at the
British International School Istanbul.

Natalia Ambridge

15

Deputy Director of Secondary School

I imagine much will be said in this book about
how good it is to be finally stepping out from
the shadow of the pandemic and into fresh
air, a greater sense of normalcy and of the joy
in repeating activity almost forgotten. I have
the advantage of saying this early because of
the positioning of this page, but this sense of
relief is shared by everyone here at BISI. In recent months and weeks it has been wonderful to welcome in visiting guests to support
classroom learning. To be able to consolidate
teaching with the help of expert outside pro2021-22
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fessionals has been great for students and

ments taking place, a mood has lifted and the

teachers alike. Thank you to all who came in
and to all those who arranged for this to happen. Equally wonderful has been the return
of our school productions with real audiences, and art exhibitions, music recitals, poetry slams and assemblies that students were
able to interact with. Rather a lot of student
interaction and fun was had in soaking teachers with wet sponges in the autumn term! All
to help raise money, smiles and morale.

summer term is gratefully received. Of course
everything is helped by the sun finally shining and our seemingly long winter coming to
an end. Thank you all for making 2021-2022
a better experience than last year. I look forward to an even more industrious, creative
and inspiring year in 2022-2023. I hope it
will be a year where we are able to operate
as well, if not better, than we did before pandemic regulations and worry.

As I write this I am pleasantly fatigued by
a day of cross-country runs that the senior
school enjoyed yesterday. To walk and run
around Belgrade Forest again with our whole
secondary cohort was a very happy experience to return to. Despite muscle ache, a tugof-war competition and the noisy enthusiasm
this generated, all was memorable. Equally
special were the smiles of so many happy to
be outside laughing with friends.

Before this term ends we still have Y6 Transition Days, Sports Day, a number of interschool sport events and several celebratory
assemblies to look forward to. Next is the
Graduation of Class 2022, a day where we
celebrate with our Year 13 students their
achievement and contribution to the school.
This is another moment I look forward to that
will help make this year such a special one.
Wishing you all a safe and very great summer.

Each term this year has been better than the
last and, despite external examinations, internal End of Year examinations and assess-

Russell Gunnell

Deputy Director of Secondary School

YEARBOOK
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Deputy Director of Secondary School
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Deputy Director of Pre/ Primary School

After the challenges of many periods of online learning faced last year, it has been an
absolute pleasure and delight to welcome
the students back into classrooms. The energy and enthusiasm displayed by our students
when reuniting with classmates and teachers,
has been infectious and brought the whole
campus to life again.
I believe this renewed enthusiasm and energy, along with the strong community spirit
we have between all of our students, staff
2021-22

18

YEARBOOK

and parents, fed into our annual calendar of

2022-23 academic year, when all of the new

celebrations and events. All of our EYFS and
Primary students have had the opportunity
to take part in annual events, such as our
Autumn Festival, Halloween, Winter Bazaar,
Global Community Week and, my favourite
day of the year, Children’s Day. All of these
events really reinforce the strong links within
all sections of our community. This is what
makes BISI such a supportive community and
why I love working here.
I continue to feel extremely proud of all of our
EYFS and Primary students, staff and parents,
both on our City and Zekeriyaköy campuses.
Not only does BISI have a strong tradition
of academic excellence, but of equal importance is ensuring a safe and caring international environment that celebrates cultural
diversity and understanding. As you can see
from the information and pages in this publication our students have taken the opportunity to achieve their full academic potential
and enjoy themselves whilst doing so.
I look forward to this renewed sense of energy and enthusiasm continuing into the new

and exciting initiatives for both our City and
Zekeriyaköy campuses come into fruition.

Alison Güzel

Pre/ Primary School Deputy Director

Deputy Director
for excursions, seminars etc are taken and
workplace regulations are applied. So mainly
the backstage work but making sure all the
academic staff are dealing with children in a
safe, healthy and happy work environment.

each year.

Arzu Abuşoğlu
Deputy Director

Therefore I would like to take this opportunity
to thank all administrative and ancillary staff
for their contributions and support in making
this happen. I am very happy and confident
that I am working with a great school team
who really like children and enjoy working at
the school.

My main role at the school is to make sure all
the bureaucratic work is followed and implemented. The staff permits are taken, Ministry
communication is held, all the permissions

Learning never stops in the educator sector,
and we are now very excited about opening our STEAM school in the 2022-2023
Academic Year. All the academic staff are getting prepared for it. I am sure it will be such
a great challenge to give a start to our STEAM
school next year. I am sure all the children
will benefit from it and be fully ready for
their further education and future lives.
Hope to continue with increasing success

YEARBOOK
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I am so happy being back to face to face education this academic year after having two
challenging years. All the staff, children &
parents have been enjoying being back at
school. This gave us the opportunity to realise how much we love our school, social lives,
education and activities.

19

Deputy Principal/Zekeriyaköy Campus
“School is not just a building with walls and
a roof. School is everywhere; in a forest, on
a mountain top. Every place where learning
and knowledge exists is school.” This has
certainly been proven true over the past two
years.

At the end of my 6th year at BISI as a part of
our amazing community I am so happy that
we can all be together again enjoying all of
the activities we missed during the worst
days of the pandemic. It has been beautiful to see the excitement in the eyes of our
students as they came to school throughout
this year and, for the last few months, to see
their smiles as the mask wearing rules were
relaxed.
To quote from one of my favourite films:
2021-22
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My role brings me into contact with all members of our community; before joining, whilst
here and when preparing to move on. I also
have the pleasure of working with all my wonderful colleagues, both teaching and support
staff, whose devotion and efforts make each
and every day so special. I am particularly
thankful for the professional support of our
founding representative, Naci Ellidokuz, who
has taught me so many things.
I am already looking forward to next year and,
I hope, many more years to come.

Esra Cankurt

Deputy Principal/ Zekeriyaköy Campus

2021-22
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Dean of Students
Y12
Stops us from playing volleyball on the green
at lunch break!
Motivates students and making sure everything is ok - Emotional support
Y10
Trying to improve volleyball in school
Trying to convince the other teachers that a
Y11 field trip is a great idea (cause we will be
Y11 next year and want a trip)

At BISI, the Dean of Students works collaboratively and proactively with secondary staff
and students to promote and maintain the
welfare, health, safety and wellbeing of the
community.
Well, I think that’s what I do!
Dean of Students - What does Ms. Scotland
actually do in school?
Let’s ask some students!
2021-22
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Y9
To organise & make sure everything is under
control
Being everywhere & being so Scottish - easy
to talk to but difficult to understand ha ha
ha……
Helping to get students out of trouble? - I
have no clue!
Y8
Looking after all of us
Y7
Making sure everyone is ok & talking to

everyone

Sandra Scotland
Dean of Students

2021-22
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What a busy, full, school year it’s been!

in keeping behavior on the stairs both safe
and sensible.

For a start, we have a new Head of Primary,
Natalia Ambridge, who has easily joined our
community and seen where we can strengthen our existing success.
Our City playground has been all the happier
now that we can use all the equipment and
Mr Turan has painted lines for football, basketball and other games on the ground.
City Student Council (Nilsa, Yeonseo, Brandon, Ayse, Mehlab, Melody and Shailin)
has helped organize whole school events and
helped the community with Buddy Benches
and cat shelters.
House Captains (Kaan-Maple, ZaineldeenOak and Shaikah-Cedar) have been encouraging their houses to keep getting more good
behavior house points. Though it is hard with
online assemblies and bubbles, they will
overcome!
Our Year 6D stair monitors have been helpful
2021-22
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Live ECAs are also back to enrich the curriculum, as are after-school teacher-led activities
and BISI Academy clubs.
As the City Campus will be going full throttle
into becoming a STEAM school, this old warhorse will be stepping down and passing the
torch to Cara Frigeri to take the pastoral side
of the City into the new age.

Carolyn Güven
Primary Campus Coordinator
(City Campus)

Student Council 2021-22

Teachers Day Surprise from Admin and anciliary staff

Year 1 in City Playground in action

Year 2M - Global Community Week

Year 5 and 6 - Spring bonnets

YEARBOOK
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KS1 ECA Magic Club performing for Miss Ambrose

25

Year 4S writing positive messages

KS2 Yoga ECA

City Playground Year 3 having fun

2021-22
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Spring bonnets in EYFS

What another fantastic year we have had!

tionery supplies for less fortunate students in

I absolutely love my job as head of Co Curricular, as I get to work with all ages of children
in the school and have such a fun time!
At the beginning of the year, the Team Captains and Student Council were chosen and I
have been so lucky to work with such a great
bunch of children. They are all a real credit to
BISI.

Istanbul. Thank you for all their effort in upholding our NOTME charity motto and thinking of others.
The House Captains and Vice Captains have
not been idle either. Every Friday, they have
helped with our online assemblies, teaching
sign language, dances and announcing the
House points. It has been wonderful to liven
up the assemblies by presenting with the
children.
Friday ECAs were reintroduced to enrich the
curriculum as well as after school teacherled activities. Outdoor games, coding, STEM,
dance, art, to name a few! Thank you to all the
staff who volunteered to do these!

This summer term, they sold ice creams
during our Wellness Week and collected sta-

I look forward to seeing what we can achieve
next year and am excited to plan lots more
great extra curricular activities with the children. This is the best way to create super
school memories.

Lynne Jenkins

Head of Co-Curricular
(Primary School - Zekeriyaköy Campus)

YEARBOOK
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The Primary Student Council met regularly to
discuss school issues and how we can work
to help our charity, TIDER. Even with all the
Covid rules and regulations they have still
worked extremely hard for all our charity
events.
In the autumn term, they organised a fantastic food drive, helped collect money for Halloween and set up the Student Council Virtual Online Bazaar.
In the spring, they facilitated a Valentine’s
sale and all proceeds went to our chosen
charity. They helped judge the spring hat parade and had a lot of fun doing so.

27
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Administrative

Staff

2021-22
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Tuba Güven

Head of Communications

Songül Bulut
Teacher Liaison Officer

Göksel Koban

Director of Admissions

Hasan Orsoy

Oya Tokdemir

Campus Manager - Zek

Deputy Director - City

Permit Officer

Rumeysa Utku

Tülin Karabalık

Ebru Ellidokuz

Aynur Kaban

Administrative Assistant

Administrative Assistant

Administrative Assistant

Admin Assistant &
Purchasing

YEARBOOK
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Administrative Staff

Gökçe Cinisli

31

Administrative Staff

Nerihan Haskan

Tuğba Kılıç

Lab Technician

Sibel Eryüksel
Stationery
2021-22
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Supervisor

Yasemin Küçük

Şukran Uzun

Elif Cankurt

School Nurse - Zek

Primary Librarian

Secondary Librarian

Tamar Batri

Turan Antiç

School Nurse - City

Technician - City

Lüset Milas

Ayşegül Altıparmak

Primary Receptionist

Secondary Receptionist

Purchasing Specialist

Haşim Taş

Bülent Haberal

Ferhat Ginyol

Finance Department

Erol Akinci

YEARBOOK
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Administrative Staff

Ersin Demir
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Auxiliary Staff
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Auxiliary Staff

Süreyya Küse

Kadife Saraç

Nuray Kiliç

Ayşe Poskıranlıoğlu

Tacettin Pusat

Yusuf Kavun

Yılmaz Özmen

Sİnan Kup

Ahmet Ginyol

2021-22

36

Havva Saraç

YEARBOOK

Şenay Bayam

Ayşe Aytürk

Semiha Kaya

Selma Karfun

Hamıde Baydenk

Sevda Memiş

Aysel Yurt

Neşe Kaya

Aysel Yılmaz

YEARBOOK
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Auxiliary Staff

Melahat Güman
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Digital Marketing & IT Team
YEARBOOK

Mehlika Çangatin
Görgülü

Mesut Bozkuş

Mustafa Koç

Aytaç Korkmaz

Edanur Akdoğan

Demet Gelen

Fatih Bertuğ Utku

Utkan Sertkaya

İrem Sever

YEARBOOK
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Digital Marketing & IT Team

Engin Kuru
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Academic

Staff

Key Stage

Coordinators

Cara Frigeri

Curriculum Coordinator
(KS1 & KS2)

Ángela Pérez
KS3 Coordinator

Katya Skoudy

KS4 and IGCSE Coordinator

Seef Eddeen Marsden
IBDP Coordinator

YEARBOOK
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Lija Rieksts

EYFS Curriculum Coordinator
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Agnieszka Hügel
Learning Support

Zoë Cosnett

Louise Dominey

Creative Arts

Science and Technology

Christian Hügel
Physical Education

Heads of Department

Primary

2021-22
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Lauren Walsh

Scott Murray

English

Mathematics

Emily Newman
Humanities

Dorothy Gwillim
Languages

Agnieszka Hügel
Learning Support

Gabriella Davutoğlu

Rita Peverall

Christian Hügel

MFL

Mathematics

Sports

Heads of Department

Scott Cosnett

Robert Somers

Michael Tarbuck

Peter Gilbert

Creative Arts

Humanities

Science

English

YEARBOOK
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Secondary
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EYFS &
PRIMARY STAFF
Marcus McCann

David Scarff

Christian Hügel

Julie Allemen

Bridget Reed

Agnieszka Hügel

Carolyn Güven

Zoë Cosnett

Fulya Esen

Ashley Vaccaro

Liam Fawcett

Pre/ Primary

Staff

Martin Boardman

Leda Davulciyan

Louise Dominey

Fiona Woolcott

Andrew Durrant

Bethany Robbins

Filiz Çelik

Aslihan Maden

Alisa Lorenz

Edanur Kuş

Alexis Harvey

Julianne Aycan

Sean Dennison

Emily Newman

Scott Murray

Dorothy Gwillim

Lija Rieksts

Karen Lloyd

Meltem Vurkun

Neslihan Maden

Lynne Bibi

Elif Yılmaz

Gökçenur İnan

Sharon Wasonga

Katrine Davidsen

Aynur Kaban

Ece Altınel

James Appleby

Desiree Uys

Merve Adıgüzel

Amelia Verralls

Elif Kamilçelebi

Hatice Girgin

Bartola Mavric

Aslı Anil

Neslihan Tokgöz

Cara Frigeri

Şükran Uzun

Lynne Jenkins

Jane Adesanya

Lizzie Lincoln

Gül Orerler

Alper Aksoy

Yasemin Küçük

Gamze Güreli

Kübra Canca

Elizabeth Smith

Tyrone Koch

Derya Koral

Jeremy Palmer

Eda Satıroğlu

Yasemin Koban

Eda Nur Kocaman

Lauren Walsh

Vincent di Placido

Emilia Kaya

Jessica Holt

Mark Muller

Christian Hügel

Karen Howick

Scott Cosnett

Rita Peverall

Agnieszka Hügel

Tyrone Koch

Michael Leaver

Michael Barnes

Peter Gilbert

David Mayer

Secondary

Staff

Seef Eddeen Marsden

Amy Sözer

Amy Clack

Fiona Lewis

Michael Tarbuck

Robert Somers

Ángela Pérez

Sharon Wasonga

William Clarke

Andrea Pilski

Sunil Gusain

Sepehr Taheri

Nerihan Haskan

Darren Clark

Jeevesh Kumar

Kelly Kapusuzoğlu

Joan Christianssen

Susie Wiltshire

Jason Robbins

Rita Oliveira

Marien Bemi

Amor Cabato

Duygu Gümüş

Aftab Hamid

Briley Habib

Sandra Scotland

Lisa Mayer

Gabriella Davutoğlu

Katya Skoudy

Meray Sakar

Ukrainian Collection
for Women and Children

Parent Teacher

Association

Well, yet again it was a very different school
year and, as we all trod carefully, it remained,
until just recently, a very restricted one. Having said that, we carried out one extremely
important event, the collection for Ukrainian
for Women and Children, headed diligently
and compassionately by Mehtap Payne and
supported kindly by Kathleen Roelants and
BISI colleagues in February 2022 – a BIG
THANK YOU to you all for your help and donations. Thank you to BISI for helping facili-

far more successful due the total removal of
Covid restrictions.
During this restricted time, the PTA Charter has been revised and will be released in
readiness for the new school year 2022/23.
Be reassured that with the help of the teachers we are moving forward and with the end
of school year fast approaching we are looking forward to a physical PTA on a regular basis in the new school year.

tate this collection.

For those families moving on the PTA would
like wish you all the very best of luck in the
future!

Tracey Rich
PTA Chairperson

YEARBOOK
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The other event we were also able to carry
out were two second-hand uniform sales.
The first one was held very cautiously during
winter on the weekend on-campus by myself, Kathleen Roelants and Katalin Molnar
in the early days of lessened Covid restrictions. The second one was held on 12 May
2022 on-campus and within the school week
by myself, Kathleen Roelants and Katalin
Molnar (thank you to us all) and this sale was

Enjoy your summer break, take very good
care and we look forward to seeing you all
back at school in September 2022!
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Career

Report

This year, BISI welcomed a new University and Careers Counsellor (UCC), Dr. Susan Wiltshire, who has worked in several international schools
and universities from China through to Europe. The UCC works primarily with students in Years 12 and 13, but also advises students on their
course choices for IGCSEs/IB, summer programmes, careers and university aspirations. Applications are made to universities in Year 13, with
preparations commencing in Year 12.
In terms of nationality, the Class of 2022 was extremely diverse, as illustrated below.

Dr. Susan Wiltshire
2021-22
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University Counsellor

Most students applied to study in the broad field of business
or law, followed by the arts and humanities, computer science
and engineering, and finally, within the health domain.

From a total of 165 applications, 62 offers had been received by early May
for the Class of 2022. Among the most prestigious offers, these include:

UK

Turkey

University of Bath
Bahçeşehir University
University of Birmingham
Sabancı University
Brunel University London
Özyeğin University
University of Durham
University of Edinburgh
University of Exeter
Goldsmiths University of London
King’s College London (KCL)
London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE)
University of Loughborough
University of Nottingham
Queen Mary University of London
Royal Holloway University of London
University of Southampton

USA

NYU Tisch School of the Arts, NY
Bryant University, RI
Suffolk University, MA
Loyola University, CHI
OXY Occidental College, LA
University of Virginia, VA
Michigan State University, MICH
Pennsylvania State University, PA

YEARBOOK
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The most popular countries for applications during 2021-22
have been Europe, including the UK and W. Europe, and the
USA.

55

There were three main international university fairs which Y12 and others were encouraged to attend during the past academic year. The first and third of these hosted live online sessions with admissions staff, whilst the second offered in-person opportunities to
speak with staff at a location in Istanbul. We also hosted a university from the Netherlands
to present its degree programmes in our school, and universities from different countries
were spotlighted so that students gained some knowledge of programmes, costs and country specific opportunities. Now that we are learning to live with the risks of Covid, it is anticipated there will be greater school and university liaison opportunities for our students
in the coming year, which is great news for BISI students. Good luck to the Class of 2022!

2021-22
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Class of 2022
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Lia Zahar
Name of Programme/Degree :

Collaborative Arts
University:

Management
University:

London School of Economics and
Political Science, Korea

Noah Roosevelt

Alice Mereyde

Name of Programme/Degree :

Name of Programme/Degree :

University:

Berklee College of Music, Boston,
USA

2021-22
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Name of Programme/Degree :

Tisch School of the Arts NYU, USA

Music

58

Seungjune Min

Archaeology & Anthropology
University:

University of Edinburgh, Scotland, UK

Aydana Saparova

Max Gunnell

Name of Programme/Degree :

Name of Programme/Degree :

Business Administration

Sports Science

University:

University:

Hult International Business
School, London, UK

University of Loughborough, England, UK

Name of Programme/Degree :

Computer Science
University:

Penn State University, USA

Jasmine
Papadopoulos
Gap Year

YEARBOOK
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Atilla Eren
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Zaid Nezir
Hanan Mahmoud

Name of Programme/Degree :

Gap Year

University:

Maria Lara Vincent
Stadler

Muzna Shahjahan

Name of Programme/Degree :

Business Administration
University:

Loyola University, Chicago, USA

2021-22
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Real Estate
University of Westminster, London, UK

Name of Programme/Degree :

Economics
University:

Turkey

Name of Programme/Degree :

Business
University:

Sabancı Üniversitesi, Turkey

Tudor Dumitru
Name of Programme/Degree :

Dentistry
University:

Bahçeşehir Üniversitesi,
Turkey

Simone Cara
Name of Programme/Degree :

Physiotherapy
University:

THIM School of
Physiotherapy, Netherlands

Lise Mereyde
Name of Programme/Degree :

Computer Science
University:

University of Bath, England, UK

YEARBOOK
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Tarek Naal
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Mohamed Elkaber
Name of Programme/Degree :

Law
University:

University of Law, England

2021-22
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City Campus
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City Campus

EYFS - 1 											

Julie Alleman

YEARBOOK

2021-22

Row 1 (Left to Right): Sine Göçmez, Darsh Reddy Madem, Abrahim Munyar Shabeesh, Daniar Rezaei, Ibrahim Shabish, Izmir Kutuk, Jei Jung
Row 2 (Left to Right): Mariah Ahmed, Efe Bedel, Kuzey Boardman, Nora D’Angelo, Dina Majid Edwards, Julie Alleman, Aslihan Maden
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City Campus

EYFS - 2 											

Jessica Holt

YEARBOOK

2021-22

Row 1 (Left to Right): Fatima Usman, Hessah Almutairi, Jamin Kayode, Maria Luisa Teixeira Dos Santos & Sarah Ahmed
Row 2 (Left to Right): Mia Gabay, Lauren Walsh, Rayan Shabish, Suah Mo, Jihun Jung & Jessics Holt
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City Campus

1L 											 			

Alisa Lorenz

YEARBOOK

2021-22

Row 1 (Left to Right): Jayden Kayode, Adam Jebai, Amyn Davlatmamadov, Haron Jebai, Hind Muhanna, Iana George, Juwon Lee
Row 2 (Left to Right): Masiha Miandoabchian, Huzefa Usman, Raon Kim, Zachary Jebai, Yasemin Koban, Alisa Lorenz, Milan Edwards
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City Campus

2M 											 		

Scott Murray

YEARBOOK

2021-22

Row 1 (Left to Right): Aarohi Keshav, Arjun George, Doruk D’Angelo, Manal Muhanna, Marvela Ashlyn Hien Zunuon, Songhyun Kim
Row 2 (Left to Right): Yunseul Lee, Scott Murray and Ece Altınel
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City Campus

3A 											

		

Jane Adesanya

YEARBOOK

2021-22

Row 1 (Left to Right): Jason Kayode, Alice Zahar, Anna Lesniak, Emre Ayata, Jakub Sedlak and Jane Adesanya
Row 2 (Left to Right): Samara Murad, Stephan Konov, Uju Min and Vojtech Novohradsky
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City Campus

4S 											

		

		

Dave Scarff

YEARBOOK
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Row 1 (Left to Right): Adam Özadam, Edin Pjanic, Isaiah George, Tuana Balota, Nilsa Hormozisheikh Tabagh, Maria Teixeria Dos Santos
Row 2 (Left to Right): Yuelong(Harry) Luo, Leon Majid Edwards and Dave Scarff
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City Campus

5B 											 		

Martin Boardman

YEARBOOK

2021-22

Row 1 (Left to Right): Mehlab Baloch, Melody Miandoabchian, Mohammad Muhanna, Reema Almutairi, Yeonseo Jo and Martin Boardman
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City Campus

6D 											 		

Andrew Durrant

YEARBOOK

2021-22

Row 1 (Left to Right): Ayşe Buse Geçtan, Kaan Gezer, Shailin Fert Hamidi, Shaikhah Hamad Almutairi, Zainedeen Aslam and Andrew Durrant
Row 2 (Left to Right): Ian Chang and Ahyoung Gil
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EYFS-1

All dressed up for the holidays!

Celebrating all the January birthdays!

Creating bare, winter trees.

Getting ready for the 29th of October celebration!

It’s time for a Halloween Party!

Making cupcakes with salt dough

Painting pine cones green for Christmas time.

Parking a car is hard work!

YEARBOOK

2021-22

The wheels on the bus go round and round!

83

EYFS-2

Jamin is programming the Beebot around a maze

Learning to take care of others

Who can make the tallest tower with 10 bricks

Maths fun with Jihun!

Easter Hat parade fun!

2021-22

84

Dragonflies having fun with hammers and shapes

YEARBOOK

Keith Haring inspired street art

Easter Hat parade fun!

Year-1

Amyn and Zachary read their stories to Mr. James

Haron practises tricky words using letter tiles

Hind Huzefa Iana and Amyn show off their costumes

Year 1 Scientists

Masiha Juwon and Huzefa enjoy
the play area at Emirgan Park

Iana and Devon work together found out how many
cubes the scissors weigh

YEARBOOK
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Year 1 camping trip!

85

Year-2

Aarohi proudly shows off how she is
going to turn her design into reality.

Songhyun definitely deserved her prize
for the most inventive bonnet!
2021-22

86

YEARBOOK

Arjun loves solving problems in maths.

Manal trying to work out which drink is
worst for our teeth.

Ashlyn’s rich Tudor lady is out of
this world!

Yunseul worked so hard to write and
publish her book about kangaroos

Looking frightfully good for our
Halloween party

Year 2 celebrating with their
Sports Day medals

Showcasing the fact that we are global
citizens

Doruk was super proud of his
alien puppet.

Year-3

Anna and Samara are measuring angles and are learning to use
protractors

During the global week, the children celebrate
wearing their national costumes

Anna, Samara and Uju in the playground and they built this using
hoola hoops

Stephan and Alice are making shadows from different objects.

The children made an Easter bunny egg cosy

YEARBOOK
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Alice ,Vojtech and Emre are investigating the best surface to ride a car on.

87

Year-4

In Art we did lots of drawing, painting
and mosaics

We hunted for counters in the garden
as an Easter Egg hunt.
2021-22
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We performed a play about a Greek
myth and Harry and Isaiah performed
a skit about the Battle of Marathon.

On Global Citizenship Day, we dress
up in national costume.

We learnt how to make slide presentations and presented to our peers
about our pets.

In DT we designed our own money
pouches, but first we honed the skills
of stitching buttons and beads to
Christmas/New Year Trees.

At Halloween we had lots of fun
playing games.

During our Sound Unit we made
string telephones to see how sound
travels through solid objects.

Year-5

5B writing friendship messages in the playground

Designing and drawing their own autumn
leaves in art

Halloween!

Measuring how far a car will travel on different
surfaces in science

Melody and Mehlab with their drawing of
Kensuke`s Island

YEARBOOK

2021-22

5B with their simple lever machine, to find out who’s
will make an object travel the furthest

89

Year-6

2021-22

90

International Day

Kindness Day

Presenting our work

Science

YEARBOOK

Macbeth Drama

Halloween

Slippers project

2021-22
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National

School

The Senior
Leadership Team
National School

National School Principal
Our National School offers students an educa-

curricular activities, and after-school clubs.
Our students benefit enormously by choosing from a variety of activities each term to
enrich their learning experience and develop
their understanding of themselves and their
environment.

As Pre-Primary and Middle School Principal
of the National school at BISI it is my pleasure to welcome you to our campus in Zekeriyaköy through these yearbook pages. National School, which officially opened its doors 5
years ago, currently offers a combined curriculum in Pre/Primary and Middle education
within an established international setting
for both Turkish and international students
and is also preparing to open Middle School
Year 7 for the upcoming 2022-2023 educa-

tion which comprises the Turkish Ministry of
Education Curriculum and the British National
& Cambridge Curriculum, with native English
& native Turkish class teachers in every year
group. The same quality of education will be
applied to Year 7 and seeing the continual
growth of our community makes me happy
to imagine the future. With plans to expand
further into Secondary education in the coming year, we look forward to welcoming new
students to our school community, offering
them the highest quality of unique education
within a blended international environment.
Proud of the education we provide, our main
objective is to ensure students engage with
the combined curriculum on offer. Subjects
include English, Maths, Science, Humanities,
Turkish, Physical Education, Music and Creative Arts. These subjects are taught by experienced teachers within and beyond the
classroom environment by enabling students
the opportunity to apply skills within a broad
range of educational settings such as school
trips, access to the Botanical Garden for out-

tional year.

door study, creative performances, extra-

education programme during such a difficult

2021-22
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We’re very committed to the wellbeing of our
students and the National School Counselling Department, who are dedicated to our
students and their development, both academically and emotionally. The department
and I are always happy to talk directly with
our existing parent community to discuss any
needs and expectations regarding the education of their children.
This year has been different than any other
academic school years and while the pandemic set us all global challenges and delayed many planned activities in schools
worldwide. We’re extremely proud of the
hard work and dedication of our teaching
staff and students, who remained resilient
and focused while continuing with a hybrid

National School Principal
time. We are glad to be safely engaged in
daily school life once again and we are very
happy to warmly welcome our school community back to campus, as well as prospective parents and students who wish to visit
the campus and experience our learning environment and facilities for themselves.
With the continual development and expansion of our National School, we look forward
to sharing our successes with you in the upcoming years.

Gülşah Döver

YEARBOOK
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National School Principal
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Pre-Primary and Middle School Deputy Director

As the Pre-Primary and Middle School Deputy
Director of the National School at BISI, it is my
pleasure to welcome you to our campus in
Zekeriyaköy through these yearbook pages.
The National School, which officially opened
its doors five years ago, offers a combined
curriculum in Pre-school, Primary and Middle
School education within an established international setting for both Turkish and international students and is also preparing to open
a Secondary School for the upcoming years.

2021-22
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It is an honor and privilege to be part of BISI.

Proud of the education we provide, our main

Our school is a wonderful place for students
to learn and grow. The entire BISI staff is dedicated to the success of every child. Our goal
is to provide a healthy, happy and safe environment, so our students can have the best
educational experience possible. The BISI
community has a rich history of academic and
cultural excellence that is highly valued and
we enthusiastically embrace the task of continuing to prepare students to be productive
world citizens as they write the next chapter
of their educational lives.
The National School education system combines the Turkish Ministry of Education Curriculum and the British National Curriculum,
with native English & native Turkish speaking
class teachers in every year group. Seeing the
continued growth of our community makes
me happy to imagine the future. With plans
to expand further in to Secondary education
in the coming years, we look forward to welcoming new students to our school community, offering them a unique education of the
highest quality within a blended internation-

objective is to ensure students engage with
the combined curriculum on offer. Subjects
include English, Mathematics, Science, Humanities, Turkish, Physical Education and
Creative Arts. These subjects are taught by
experienced teachers within and beyond the
classroom environment by enabling students
the opportunity to apply skills within a broad
range of educational settings such as school
trips, access to the Botanical Garden for outdoor study, creative performances, extracurricular activities, and private after-school
clubs. Our students benefit enormously by
choosing from a variety of activities each
term to enrich their learning experience and
develop their understanding of themselves
and their environment.
I have spent many wonderful, meaningful
years as an educator working with students,
families and staff from EYFS to Secondary
school. All of my teaching and administrative experiences continue to inspire me to be
reflective, and to think critically about cultivating the best learning environment for our

al environment.

children.

Pre-Primary and Middle School Deputy Director
Here at BISI, we recognize the value and im- you to all of our students, families, teachers,
portance of family partnerships and together
we can inspire curiosity and a love of learning in your child. My door is always open and
your involvement is welcomed. Please stop
in, call or email me to discuss any concerns,
suggestions, or ideas to make everyday count!
Teamwork and open communication are essential in fostering positive and productive
outcomes for all students. It is exciting to be
part of the BISI family and every day I am eager for the opportunity to motivate, engage
and support the students, parents, teachers
and community members of BISI.

and staff for making the school year 20212022 unforgettable in all the right ways. You
showed strength and resilience as we navigated these last few months of the school year
in an unfamiliar and innovative way. Looking
back, there’s no denying that we learned a lot,
we grew so much, and we’re on the right path
forward.
With the continued development and expansion of our National School, we look forward
to sharing our successes with you in the upcoming years.

Meltem Pamuk

Here at BISI, we recognize the value and importance of family partnerships and together Pre-Primary and Middle School
we can inspire curiosity and a love of learning Deputy Director
in your child. My door is always open and your
involvement is welcomed. Please stop by, call
or email me to discuss any concerns, suggestions, or ideas to make every day count.
As we move forward, we will continue to be
guided by our core values of Excellence, Re-
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sponsibility, Integrity, and Community. Thank
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National School

EYFS-1 											

Katrine Davidsen

YEARBOOK
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Row 1 (Left to Right): Ahmet Baran Karaçöl, Ali Kerim Aydın, Alp Hullu, Ayeen Mirghafar, Bodhi Darshan Yoruç, Can Luca Cinisli
Row 2 (Left to Right): Deniz Karakullukçu, Kuzey Kenan Beyli, Serdar Ali Palabıyıklı, Toprak Deniz, Katrine Davidsen and Şevval Çiçek Derecik
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EYFS-2 											

Louise Dominey

Row 1 (Left to Right): Alin Karadeniz, Ateş Yüksel, Baran Doğru, Demir Cerrah, Deniz Ege Ulaşer, Emir İlbaş, Eren Serin
Row 2 (Left to Right): Halil Mirhan Sezgin, Kerem Bekçe, Melisa Özden, Mia Destan Yücel, Sarah Janhangiri, Şirin Altıntaş, Tuğba İnci Kılınç
Row 3 (Left to Right): Yiğit Cerrah, Louise Dominey and Gökçenur Inan
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National School
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Year 1 											

Alexis Harvey

Row 1 (Left to Right): Ahmet Emin Başkol, Ali Benlioğlu, Alin Kürtür, Alize Ayaydın, Asya Seçik, Batu Özmen, Derin Karaçöl
Row 2 (Left to Right): Elis Çağlar, Emir Ayaz, Emir Coşar, İpek Nasibova, İpek Naz Acar, Kaya Göksu, Kemal Ata
Row 3 (Left to Right): Mina Doğru, Nehir Eyileblebici, Toprak Öktem, İnji Nasibova, Edanur Kuş, Alexis Harvey
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National School
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Year 2 											

Alexis Harvey

Row 1 (Left to Right): Ada Pak, Aydın Ayaydın, Hümeyra Bahar Oral, Bade Akşit, Çınar Ege Bıyık, Çınar Terzioğlu, İdil Gökçe
Row 2 (Left to Right): Demir Kaan Oral, Kemal Köstepen, Maria Obahalawa, Mila Aşçıoğlu, Miral Alaisawy, Naz Öztürk, Tarla Chalani
Row 3 (Left to Right): Zeynep Ada Taştemür, Ms Alexis Harvey, Ms Neslihan Aydoğdu and Zeyno Şazi Yakupoğlu
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National School
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National School

Year 3 			

		

Matthew Wraxall & Eda Nur Kocaman
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Row 1 (Left to Right): Adanaz Akdeniz, Aden Başkol, Ali Fakı, Alin Altıntaş, Arya Tan, Cem Dora Ünal, Dominik Tarazanov
Row 2 (Left to Right): Levent Özdemir, Meltem Elif Tekin, Nübeyya Çiçek, Süleyman Hacısüleymanoğlu, Zeynep Ada Işık, Matthew Wraxall, Eda Nur Kocaman
Row 3 (Left to Right): Cengizhan Zaim
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National School

Year 4 											

Matthew Wraxall

YEARBOOK
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Row 1 (Left to Right): Abdulrahman Zeki Müderris, Ali Hassan Maamoun, Selma Orhan, Bartu Bilgili, Berk Bıçakçıoğlu, Dalya Kayan, Ezgi Özmen
Row 2 (Left to Right): Helen Albayati, Muhammed Muhsin Bayram, Ziya Rüzgar Tezcan, Alya Amelia Altıntaş, Filiz Çelik, Matthew Wraxall
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National School

Year 5 											

Emilia Kaya

YEARBOOK
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Row 1 (Left to Right): Aliya Nasibova, Ela Turanlı, Ela Zeynep Atmaca, Enes Deniz, Hanzade Ünal, Leyla Yürür
Row 2 (Left to Right): Omar Abohalawa, Selin Kavgaoğlu, Selim Emir Gür, Nilay Balmoral, Emilia Kaya, Meltem Vurkun
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National School

Year 6

Emilia Kaya

YEARBOOK

2021-22

Row 1 (Left to Right): Ali Demirci, Alisa Ulus, Saniye Arya Kanlı, Can Çimen, Eda Önel and Haya Deniz
Row 2 (Left to Right): Karan Turgay, Kemal Arda Doğan, Maya Olivia Altıntaş, Tuna Erdemli, Emilia Kaya and Elif Kamilçelebi
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Class
2021-22

Activities
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As the weather has gotten better, we have been
exploring the botanical garden

At the end our second term, we attended the Spring Hat
Parade and the children all had a chance to show of their
lovely spring hats

At the end our second term, we attended the Spring
Hat Parade and the children all had a chance to show
of their lovely spring hats

We all enjoyed dressing up in our costumes for
Halloween

In our music lessons, we have been exploring different
instruments

We celebrated world water day

We have had lots of fun
playing outside

In October, we celebrated Cumhuriyet
Bayramı and made our own hats

EYFS-1

YEARBOOK
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In our PE lessons, the children learnt
many fun games and explored different ways of moving

119

Celebrating Teacher’s Day

Learning about Chinese New Year traditions

Getting scientific on Science Day

Let’s bake some Christmas Cookies!

Having fun in PE lesson

Looking spooktastic in our Halloween costumes

EYFS-2
Patiently waiting for pancakes

2021-22
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Welcoming Spring

Childrens Day Ball Dance

Showing our love on Valentines day

Reading Certificate day

Spring Hat Parade

Reading

Spring hat parade

Year-1
Spring hat parade

YEARBOOK
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Start of School
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Year-2
2021-22
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Year-3
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Year-4
2021-22
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Year-5
125

Year-6
2021-22
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Year 4 - Graduation
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Class

Photographs
Zek Campus
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Pre-Primary School

EYFS-1

											

Lija Rieksts
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Row 1 (Left to Right): Ayla Ashyrova, Ayla Arif, Barlas Çobanoğlu, Nahla Rose Robinson, Perisa Birsen, Sofiya Musali
Row 2 (Left to Right): Sanan Mirzazada, Ziya Arif, Ela Pullukçu, Lija Rieksts, Gökçe Acartürk
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Pre-Primary School

EYFS-2

											

Elizabeth Smith
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Row 1 (Left to Right): Enrico Castro, Iman Abdurahmonzada, Jeanne Chen, Louen Soulier, Lizzie Smith
Row 2 (Left to Right): Luiza Teixeira
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Pre-Primary School

EYFS-2

											

Lynne Jenkins

YEARBOOK
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Row 1 (Left to Right): Erin Yoshida, Jacob Ernest Vaccaro, Lara Rix, Leilani Jowie Twaya, Maria Huertas Nava and Lynne Jenkins
Row 2 (Left to Right): Neslihan Maden
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Primary School

Year 1B 										

Bethany Robbins

YEARBOOK

2021-22

Row 1 (Left to Right): Khadija Yasir Qureshi, Sonyong Kim, Amir Ali Azish, Busam Naz Musali, Delilah Rose Vaccaro, Hawon Ku, JunWoo Cha
Row 2 (Left to Right): Maria Carolina Vincent Stadler, Nael Umar, Devon Van Aanholt, Ada Seyis, Polina Zheltyakova, Bethany Robbins
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Year 1R 			 									

Bridget Reed

Row 1 (Left to Right): Naira Kaushal, Arden Kael Deggin, Callista Wright, Chan Park, Elturan Babasoy, Geonryul Park, Jion Jung
Row 2 (Left to Right): Luiza Melo De Souza, Myra Gusain, Naya Shihabi, Ruqayya Mirzazade, Vera Berberoğlu, Woojin Lee, Aksel Zoralıoğlu
Row 3 (Left to Right): Kiana Wafa, Kubra Canca, Bridget Reed
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Primary School
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Primary School

Year 2V 										

Amelia Verrals
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Row 1 (Left to Right): Chan Lee, Destan Seyis, Hami Arabnejad Khanouki, Jonah Soulier, Madelyn Barnes, Manuella Nyiero, Matilda Castle
Row 2 (Left to Right): Robine Kamps, Subeen Kim, Vivienne Farthing, Amelia Verralls
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Primary School

Year 2F 										

Cara Frigeri

YEARBOOK

2021-22

Row 1 (Left to Right): Anzhelika Demerchian, David Park, Dilbar Khojazoda, Ryan Noh, Isabella Tomadin, Kyuhan Lim, Lucas Vaccaro
Row 2 (Left to Right): Malekreza Zonouzimotlagh, Mikolaj Demidczyk, Musa Naqvi, Cara Frigeri
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Year 3B 			

									

Lynne Bibi

Row 1 (Left to Right): Alara Alexandra Taner, Arman Gozal, Aysu Diana Özen, Can Mehmet Kalkan, Emilio Alarcon, Esma Alkan, Eunseo Jang
Row 2 (Left to Right): Eunsoo Roh, Farahnaz Yusifzada, Jiho Jung, Magnus Braa Gronfeldt, Milan Marques Dias, Myra May Deggin, Yeondu Jo
Row 3 (Left to Right): Lynne Bibi, Adrina Wafa, Wanyue Zheng
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Primary School
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Primary School

Year 3A 										

Julianna Aycan
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Row 1 (Left to Right): Alara Abdulla, Bilal Arif, Mark Oktay, Dhruv Sambit Chuckarbutty, Elsa Alamdari, Eung Sang Kim, Fergus Smyth
Row 2 (Left to Right): Ghady Malak, Mariam De Dios, Mathias Murillo Barth, Nicholas Castro, Seeun Park, Hadley Paterson, Luciana Huertas Nava
Row 2 (Left to Right): Mohamed Esmaiow, Julianne Aycan
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Primary School

Year 4N 			

							

Emily Newman

YEARBOOK

2021-22

Row 1 (Left to Right): Chaeah Park, Daniel Fortune, Doyoon Kim, Feisha Hai, Hessam Arabnejad Khanouki, Kian Nikeghbalsisakhti, Mateo Perez
Row 2 (Left to Right): Omar Nezir, Seoyul Hwang, Zachary Castle, Seunghyun Lee, Jein Lee, Jihoon Hwang, Emily Newman
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Primary School

Year 4L 			 									

Lizzie Lincoln

YEARBOOK

2021-22

Row 1 (Left to Right): Sarah-Mary Nyiero, Adrien Dupoizat, Alessio Biglia, Alparslan Musali, Ruiyi Yao, Aysa Mina Güreli, Can Kerem Kubilay
Row 2 (Left to Right): Eliah Simavi, Lucca Melo De Souza, Maya Eve Dzafic, Om Kaushal, Lizzie Lincoln, Aymen Meijs
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Year 5F 			 									

Liam Fawcett

Row 1 (Left to Right): Aaminah Tahir, Ali Abdulla, Asiya Mirzoeva, Audrey Robbins, Jiwook Jung, Manuela Alarcon, Mohammad Arsam Gozal
Row 2 (Left to Right): Mohammed Mussa, Rosie Mayer, Roy Repac, Seohu Jang, Uwais Buhajar, Yeonwoo Jo, Yubeen Kim
Row 3 (Left to Right): Yehoo Na, Amir Galayev, Dohyun Lee, Liam Fawcett
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Primary School
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Primary School

Year 5L 			 									

Karen Lloyd

YEARBOOK
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Row 1 (Left to Right): Adam Mansour, Chaewon Kim, Daniel Murillo Barth, Daniel Park, Eltaj Babasoy, Eunjo Jang, Joowon Lee
Row 2 (Left to Right): Kieran Smith Nestor, Nicolas Skoudy Yeni, Osman Alkan, Pars Zoralioğlu, Setayesh Ahadi, Tatsuki Ihara, Zahra Naqvi
Row 3 (Left to Right): Karen Lloyd
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Primary School

Year 6C 			 									

Zoe Cosnett

YEARBOOK
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Row 1 (Left to Right): Ali Riza Güreli, Amina Khojazoda, Camilla Wright, Diya Hai, Edward Gunnell, Firdavs Firuzi, Jhea Lee
Row 2 (Left to Right): Martyna Agata Kulikowska, Maya Akan, Paige Ngakuru, Selvi Ela Özen, Sofia Doğanay Perez, Tyler Owen Gee Kee, Victoria Ling
Row 3 (Left to Right): Wessel George Kamps, Zoë Cosnett, Soufian Meijs
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Primary School

Year 6M 			

							

Marcus McCann

YEARBOOK

2021-22

Row 1 (Left to Right): Aabya Yasir, Abdumajid Abdurahmonzada, Abigail West, Alice Ward, Daniella Nel, Hyerin Hwang, Jaeyun Yu
Row 2 (Left to Right): Liza Anton, Malik Mahmoud, Mara Samardzic, Nick Avramenko, Nezar Mahrousa, Wiktoria Demidczyk, Yunhu Jang
Row 3 (Left to Right): Kash Ngakuru, Marcus McCann
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2021-22

Activities
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EYFS 1

Enjoying the Botanical Garden

Learning to do things by myself

Learning to write my name

Let’s create

Little fingers...busy fingers

Using different materials

We can build and create

We love having fun learning our
sounds

We love to cut

Working together

YEARBOOK

2021-22

Amazing artwork as part of learning
about the artist - Mondrian
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EYFS 2

2021-22
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Year 1B

Delilah and Maria Carolina are
creating 3D Shape sculptures

1B Writing the date in their English
notebooks.

Deyan and Amir Ali (1B) taking some
time to draw during break time.

Khadija working with stamps in Art

Y1 Ada Painting

Happy Halloween from 1B!

1B - Airport Playscape. Ada is taking a
turn as the Passport Control Officer

YEARBOOK

2021-22

Getting ready for the Spring Hat
Parade 1B
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Year 1R

Blossom Time

Making Rangoli patterns

Making Rangoli patterns

Tortoise Class making castles

Camping in the Botanical Garden

Camping in the Botanical Garden

Tortoise Class Spring hats

2021-22
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Hot Chocolate

YEARBOOK

Making Ragoli patterns

Science visit

Year 2V

Spring hats

Science day

2V Black histroy month

Black History created by an artist from Berlin

Year 2 Halloween

YEARBOOK
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2V Fairytales
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Year 2F

2F Using programming to try to capture the treasure from the land of dragons

2F Whose turn is it

2F The Great Lego Sort was our favourite
way to learn how to sort and represent
data

2F were so surprised to see that this is
what soda and juice can do to your teeth
2021-22
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2F We loved celebrating our friends
accomplishments with student of the
week certificates

2F Do we need a reason to be silly

2F The remains of our class
Pudding Lane after the Great Fire

2F We loved getting a chance to show Mrs
Gamze how much we love her.

2F How can we clean
our birds after an oil
spill.

Year 3A

The Hat Parade.

Halloween

Learning about money in Numeracy with our
Giving Bazaar.

Conducting
investigations
in Science

Life sized paintings in the style of
Keith Haring.

Making Ebru Mono
prints in Art.

Preparing a Healthy Snack in
Design Technology.

The Siege of Constantinople in Humanities role
play.

Egyptian Party where everyone had a role from
Ancient Egyptian times.

YEARBOOK

2021-22

Mummifying a fish in Humanities.
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Year 3B

3B celebrate publishing their adventure stories!

3B proved spring had sprung with a magnificent
hat parade!

Alara, Aysu, Esma and Farahnaz create their own
high friction surface and measure how much of
an incline is needed before the force of gravity
can overcome it and pull the toy car towards the
ground!
In 3B, Can, Jiho and Aysu use tools to unearth pieces
of an artifact and map their find on a coordinate grid.
Integrating Math and Social Studies, students felt like
archaeologists in the field while recreating a dig in
Egypt!

During Science in 3B, Eunsoo, Can and Jiho learn
that while light only travels in straight lines, they can
manipulate light rays to turn a corner through reflections.

Esma, Magnus, Can and Milan designed a superbug
whose exoskeleton protected it from water while
learning about animals including humans in 3B
2021-22
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3B students recreate a lifesized mural inspired by Keith
Haring.

While exploring Light and Shadow, students in Year 3B directed
inquiry by wondering if they could create light. A few batteries and
a simple circuit later, they were astounded as they were able to do
just that!

YEARBOOK
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Year 4
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Year 4
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Year 5F

Taking part in some team-building games

Cross Country winners Jiwook, Yeonwoo and Jiwook

Experimenting with simple machines

Experimenting with simple machines

Experimenting with simple machines

French students teaching the rest of the class

Ready for the Spring hat parade

Science Day 2022

YEARBOOK
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5F Enjoying cross country at the Belgrade Forest
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Year 5L

Hat Parade in Year 5

Science Day Planting to improve the environment

Halloween biscuits
2021-22
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Leaf Printing

Making models of volcanoes

5L Maths inquiry on
direction

Battle formation in 5L
whilst learning about
the Romans

Purple Dress-Up day in 5L

Chronology timelines
in Humanities

Demonstrating how a
simple machine works

YEARBOOK
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Year 6C
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Year 6M

Doing research for our Food Fusion
unit in DT

Fractions of an amount dominoes in
maths

Rocking the Costumes on Halloween

Strutting their stuff on International
Day

Teaching French for languages day

Teaching Korean for languages day

Teaching Spanish for languages day

Testing out their periscopes for our
Light Unit

Channeling their inner Shakespeare
in the Botanical Gardens for our
Macbeth Unit

Testing out their wind turbines for
Science Day

2021-22
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Secondary School

Year 7B 			 							 			Aftab Hamid

YEARBOOK
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Row 1 (Left to Right): Aidan Nestor, Alp Tecmen, Alyssa Fortune, Arian Alamdari, Gunhee Park, Hannah West, Lucas Hernandez de Dios
Row 2 (Left to Right): Marina Vidal Gonzalez, Nanami Ihara, Nimra Shahjahan, Dong Min Kim, June Chang, Shamil Muratov, Aftab Hamid
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Secondary School

Year 7I 			 									

Andrea Pilski

YEARBOOK
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Row 1 (Left to Right): Aleks Alkan, Ammar Tahir, Aylin Rustamli, Halil Arif, Jenson Lloyd, Koorush Arabi, Liam Saras Villavla
Row 2 (Left to Right): Montgomery Marriott, Nira Zaheer, Riyo Shimizu, Sean Repac, Yui Nishibori, Andrea Pilski
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Secondary School

Year 7S 			

									

Will Clarke

YEARBOOK
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Row 1 (Left to Right): Ata Payne, Cennet Eken, Edgar Dupoizat, Hassan Mansour, Lara Nezir, Leon Simavi, Nura Zaheer
Row 2 (Left to Right): Quirijn Kamps, Rahma Mussa, Tudor Barbulescu, Ved Chuckarbutty, Will Clarke
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Secondary School

Year 7T 			 									

Amor Cabato

YEARBOOK
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Row 1 (Left to Right): Abdul Rehman, Ali Esad Kütüklüoğlu, Amin Taghiyev, Elizabeth Johnson, Isabella Nel, Leen Desouky, Sarah Ashitey
Row 2 (Left to Right): Sophia Wright, Sorina Lloyd, Yousef Awaijan, Zofia Huegel, Murilo Garcia Mateus, Amor Cabato
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Secondary School

Year 8B 			 									

Mark Muller

YEARBOOK
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Row 1 (Left to Right): Alexander James Smyth, Boris Suner, Eylül Kansız, Firdavs Mirzoev, Isabel Sözer, Kai Gee Kee, Abdulaziz Abdurrahmonzada
Row 2 (Left to Right): Lukacs Grenczer, Matthieu Dupoizat, Seljan Babasoy, YeJoon Na, Mark Muller
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Secondary School

Year 8I 			 									

David Mayer

YEARBOOK

2021-22

Row 1 (Left to Right): Allegra Biglia, Faisal Fadi Zara, Jorge Vidal Gonzalez, Marina Avramenko, Marien Otita Bemi, Matthew Suntay, Natalia Gumieniczek
Row 2 (Left to Right): Seo Ryun Oh, Xiangping (James) Chen, Zeyad Chaltaf, Priyanka Gupta, Jaehwi Lee, David Mayer

187

2021-22

188

YEARBOOK

Secondary School

Year 8S 			 									

Fiona Lewis

YEARBOOK
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Row 1 (Left to Right): Alex Mayer, Caroline Dorner, Emir Sharshari, Jaeyul Yu, John Patrick Nyiero, Kenan Al Taher, Ludivine Mereyde
Row 2 (Left to Right): Safiya Firuzi Jalilova, Tamerlan Taghiyev, Titan Karaca, İrem Saparova, Noah Crook, Fiona Lewis
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Secondary School

Year 9B 			 									

Jason Robbins

YEARBOOK

2021-22

Row 1 (Left to Right): Alsu Rustamlı, Angelina Denisenko, Jeongyun Jang, Julian Adams, Liam West, Mayagozel Gatyyeva, Ryan Koyuncu
Row 2 (Left to Right): So Yi Ahn, Tiara Norman, Wylie Roosevelt, Dong Woo Kim, Jason Robbins
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Secondary School

Year 9I 			 									

Tyrone Koch

YEARBOOK

2021-22

Row 1 (Left to Right): Alex Anthony, Azka Qureshi, Kyle Scott James, Laura Broucke, Mila Coum, Mohamed Desouky, Si Yeon Park
Row 2 (Left to Right): Sophia Umar, Zhounuo Guo, David Lambrano, Tyrone Koch
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Secondary School

Year 9S 			 									

Jeevesh Kumar

YEARBOOK
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Row 1 (Left to Right): Benjamin Robbins, Harry (SeokJun) Yoon, Jewel Ngakuru, Lucas Gronfeldt, Markus Bekişoğlu, Mouna Mahrousa, Nehal Saxena
Row 2 (Left to Right): Sara Shimizu, Yasemin Akan, Petr Sozinov, Soovin Jang, Jeevesh Kumar
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Secondary School

Year 10B 			 									

Briley Habib

YEARBOOK

2021-22

Row 1 (Left to Right): Genavieve Rich, Harry Marriott, Kalell De Dios, Khalid Chaltaf, Kiah Salas Villalva, Louise Ngakuru, Olivia Ashitey
Row 2 (Left to Right): Talia Naal, Zachary Sözer, Aydın Crook, Briley Habib
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Secondary School

Year 10I 			 									

Rita Oliveira

YEARBOOK

2021-22

Row 1 (Left to Right): Camryn Adams, Isra Ulus, Kamal Babayev, Mao Berthoud, Max Gumieniczek, Oliwia Janas, Soraya Zarei
Row 2 (Left to Right): Taha Arslan Sarman, Islam Esmaiow, Kateryna Kolesnykova, Rita Oliveira
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Secondary School

Year 10S 			 									

Sunil Gusain

YEARBOOK

2021-22

Row 1 (Left to Right): Alexis Suntay, Amélie Cosnett, Daniel Dorner, Danielle Zahar, Francisco Stadler, Jana Shihabi, Miheer Sikka
Row 2 (Left to Right): Mohamed Mahmoud, Sara Ghassemi, Elvi Akgün, Sunil Gusain
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Secondary School

Year 11B 			 									

Darren Clark

YEARBOOK

2021-22

Row 1 (Left to Right): Arçin Shrestha, Ayhan Kara, Carolina Balbin, Georgina Gunnell, JunHyeok Park, Khalid Marsden, Yarub Al Taher
Row 2 (Left to Right): Zilan Nezir, Dong Ryun Oh, Darren Clark
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Secondary School

Year 11I 			 									

Sepehr Taheri

YEARBOOK

2021-22

Row 1 (Left to Right): Alisa Suner, Alvaro Balbin, Ana lebihan Habig, Benjamin Broucke, Deniz Kafkasli, Firas Sultanvov, Katya Kazanets
Row 2 (Left to Right): Mohammed Wissam Muayad, Yusra Shahjahan, Sepehr Taheri
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Secondary School

Year 11S 			 									

Amy Clack

YEARBOOK

2021-22

Row 1 (Left to Right): Chanyeong Park, HyunJun Park, Maxence Coum, Rayyan Ulus, Selin De Moor, William Robinson, Yaseen Elkaber
Row 2 (Left to Right): Zeynep Sena Ercan, Ziva Krizana Samardzic, Mara Dumitru, Amy Clack
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Secondary School

Year 12B 			 									

Duygu Gümüş

YEARBOOK

2021-22

Row 1 (Left to Right): Andriana Lymperopoulou, Adam Awaijan, Ayda Bekişoğlu, Beibarys Amire, Boshra Nouri, Giulia Renzi, Kamand Cheraghi
Row 2 (Left to Right): Malaika Aftab, Nesra Mussa, Sabrina Jalilova, Zeynep Başkaya, Maria Cristina Tisaianu, Jasur Makhkamov, Duygu Gümüş
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Secondary School

Year 12I 			 								 		Michael Barnes

YEARBOOK

2021-22

Row 1 (Left to Right): Elisa Robinson, Esma Aylin Dosmukhambetova, Flora Grenczer, Lea Hess, Nike Hügel, Omar Shihabi, Rahaf Desouky
Row 2 (Left to Right): Rustam Jalilov, Shokran Ahadi, Sitora Mirzoeva, Wictoria Janas, Anahita Savarypour, Michael Barnes
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Secondary School

Year 13B 			 								 		Michael Leaver

YEARBOOK

2021-22

Row 1 (Left to Right): Jasmine Papadopoulos, Alice Mereyde, Atilla Eren, Hanan Mahmoud, Maria Lara Stadler, Max Gunnell, Simone Cara
Row 2 (Left to Right): Tarek Naal, Zaid Nezir, Michael Leaver
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Secondary School

Year 13I 			

								

Susie Wiltshire

YEARBOOK

2021-22

Row 1 (Left to Right): Aydana Saparova, Lia Zahar, Lise Mereyde, Mohammed Elkaber, Muzna Shahjahan, Noah Roosevelt, SeungJune Min
Row 2 (Left to Right): Tudor Dumitru, Susie Wiltshire
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It gives me great delight to reflect on another
positive year in the Early Years Department.
This year saw many new staff enter the Department, bringing a wealth of talent, experience, and expertise. In Reception, we welcomed Ms. Lynne and Miss Neslihan to the
Reception team at Zekeriyaköy campus, and
Miss Jess covered Miss Lauren’s maternity
leave at the City campus for the most of the
year. In Preschool in Zekeriyaköy, we were
also proud to have Miss Gökçe join the Honeybees class, and in the City, Ms. Julie and
Miss Aslihan lead the Preschool ‘Tigers’ class.

Lija Rieksts
EYFS Head of Curriculum

2021-22
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YEARBOOK

This year was very progressive in that we
enjoyed the Primary Department return to
school more consistently. We shared celebrations, special events and witnessed and
experienced learning amongst our peers. In
EYFS, it is true that, like others, we experienced new children who, due to the pandemic, had never been to school before, never
had friends or socialised with others or even
been outdoors. This year was a challenge and
learning experience for all of us as we returned to ‘normality’. The EYFS Department
remained determined as usual and this situation certainly highlighted the great impor-

EYFS Curriculum Coordinator

tance of education and the development of
basic skills within the first five years of development. As a team, we worked hard to adapt
and continue with effective safety measures
to ensure our children experienced as much
face-to-face teaching as possible. We, like all,
were hindered by many Snow Days, which yet
again saw our youngest of students return to
online education, yet they made us proud by
their dedication, good attendance and competence in using technical devices.
This year meant that our children got to use
the playground equipment and some outdoor resources again to further facilitate
their learning and extend their experiences. It was wonderful to display our talents
once again during departmental and Student
Council events, the EYFS Winter Showcase,
National School celebrations and the annual
Sports Day. The children enjoyed and thrived
in the importance of play again, using handson materials, games, and learning alongside
their friends, rather than via a screen.
It has been rewarding to witness the children
build upon their learning and development
this year to their utmost potential.

EYFS Curriculum Coordinator

Whether they are 2 ½ or 5 years of age, each
child’s abilities and achievements this year
deserves praise. This is the very reason why
we as educators do what we do - to ensure
our children are safe, happy, secure and build
upon their individual abilities.
As another year passes, I must once again
give special thanks to the entire EYFS Department and associated school staff that
have yet again ensured a successful, enjoyable, and fun year. Their dedication, adaptability and professionalism can go unnoticed
at times, yet provides the framework for our
department’s success.

Miss Lija Rieksts
YEARBOOK

2021-22

Many thanks also to you as parents and caregivers for your continued support and input throughout the year. We truly encourage
and value the importance of maintaining
a strong, supportive relationship between
home and school. Next year I know will be an
even better, more exciting year as we strive
even harder to incorporate the very best of,
and improved methods of practice for the
Early Years.
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EYFS Curriculum Coordinator
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What an amazing year this has been for our
Primary students. I am sure all our students
and teachers agree that we have been over
the moon to put away our Google Meets and
Mute-All extensions for a year of exciting,
hands-on learning in school - and best of all,
together as a learning community. Across all
the subjects, the students have been able to
develop a deep understanding of the curriculum through exploration, investigation and
practical experiences. Historical re-enactments, practical mathematics, geographical
activities where students can visit the location, developing scientific inquiry skills, creating musical masterpieces with friends - and
performing them live, drama, art, reading, the
list of all the fabulous learning we have enjoyed together could go on until, well, until
next year!

Cara Frigeri
Primary Head of Curriculum

2021-22
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Although the memories the children and
teachers will undoubtedly take away from
this year are bound to be of active learning
and spending time with their friends, the
teachers can also attest to how hard all the
students have worked throughout the year.
With the added challenge of being online for
over a year, the students had to not only catch

Primary Head of Curriculum

up on learning targets but also re-establish
regular school routines. Undoubtedly, all the
students illustrated how important our Guiding Statements are to them and it was wonderful to see them succeed.
On behalf of all the Primary teachers and
Teaching Assistants, I’d like to say a thank
you to all the students for working so hard
and bringing back smiles and laughter to
our school. We would also like to thank the
parents for all their support in settling the
students back into regular school expectations and routines. Finally, I would like to say
a thank you to all the teachers and TA’s who
have worked so hard to create meaningful
and joyful learning environments and experiences in order to ensure our students take
away not only rigorous learning, but most importantly, a love of learning and a sense of
belonging to our BISI community.

Cara Frigeri

Primary Head of Curriculum

Historical battle reenactments were a brilliant way for Y5 to learn about the Romans.

Is this Santa’s workshop? Nope, it’s Y1 designing and building their own model homes!

Y4 investigate Archimede’s theory of buoyancy

Year 3 sure enjoyed their hands-on light
investigations

Making periscopes brought together DT,
Science and History for Y6

Year 4 found the best way to investigate
perimeter was to measure all around our
school.

Y1 think mapping skills are much more fun
to learn in our playground.

Can you tell which drink Y2 learned was
worst for our teeth

After all the long hours we spent in front of
our computers during the Covid-19 pandemic, it has been really nice to finally have our
students back at school.
Our Year 7 students have enjoyed their transition into secondary school. So have Year 8,
as they spent most of their first year of secondary education online. This year they have
all finally had a chance to experience a more
normal school day. As both year groups unfortunately missed their Transition residential trip, where they would normally do a series of team-building activities, this year they
had some team-building sessions with the
Outdoorturk training group as part of their
PSHE lessons.

Ángela Pérez
KS3 Coordinator

2021-22
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The Key Stage 3 team, Mr Hamid, Ms Pilski,
Mr Clarke and Ms Cabato in Year 7; Mr Muller,
Mr Mayer and Ms Lewis in Year 8; and Mr Robbins, Mr Koch and Mr Kumar in Year 9, have
all contributed to our students’ success, both
at school and occasionally remotely with
those who, for different reasons throughout
the year, temporarily had to have online lessons. Together we have worked to help our
students achieve their academic potential

Key Stage 3 Coordinator

and to ensure their personal and social well
being, as well as to promote awareness for a
sustainable environment.
Proof of our students’ effort and commitment this year is the high number of house
points they have achieved, both individually
and as a form class. The class and individual
winners for each year group received prizes
and some treats at the end of each term. Congratulations to everyone!

Ángela Pérez

FORM CLASS WINNERS & INDIVIDUAL WINNERS

TERM-1

FORM

KS3 OVERALL
7T- 1414 house points
WINNERS

Year 7

7B – 1204
7I – 544
7S – 784
7T - 1414

WINNERS
Zofia Huegel - 7T: 206 house points
7B – Lucas Hernandez de Dios (150)
7I – Jenson Lloyd (121)
7S – Cennet Eken (111)
7T - Zofia Huegel (206)

Year 7 winners:
7T - 1414 house points

Year 8

8B – 542
8I – 736
8S – 581

8B – Firdavs Mirzoev (80)
8I – Marien Otita Bemi (93)
8S – John Patrick Nyiero(83)

Year 8 winners:
(8I - 736 house points)

Year 9 winner:
(9B - 1143 house points)

9B – Wylie Roosevelt (158)
9I – Si Yeon Park (110)
9S – Sara Shimizu (166)

YEARBOOK
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Year 9

9B – 1143
9I – 420
9S – 904
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FORM CLASS WINNERS & INDIVIDUAL WINNERS

TERM-2

FORM

KS3 OVERALL
7T- 2341 house points
WINNERS

Year 7

7B – 2141
7I – 884
7S – 1204
7T - 2341

WINNERS
Lucas Hernandez de Dios - 7B: 331 house points
7B – Lucas Hernandez de Dios (331)
7I – Jenson Lloyd (192)
7S – Cennet Eken (173)
7T - Zofia Huegel (330)

Year 7 winners:
7T - 2341 house points

Year 8

Year 9

8B – 542
8I – 1220
8S – 899
Year 8 winners:
8I - 1220 house points

9B – 2219
9I – 681
9S – 1531
Year 9 winner:
9B - 2219 house points

2021-22
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8B – Eylül Kansız (143)
8I – Marien Otita Bemi (167)
8S – John Patrick Nyiero(132)

9B – Wylie Roosevelt (244)
9I – Si Yeon Park (223)
9S – Sara Shimizu (264)

THE FOLLOWING ARE COMMENTS FROM SOME OF OUR KEY STAGE 3 STUDENTS ABOUT THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2021-2022:

My whole life I’ve been at BISI and I have never had
this much fun. I got to have so many more teachers
and I got to meet so many new people, and overall
this is probably one of the best experiences you can
possibly have in your life.
Lara Nezir (7S)
This school is a super fun and bright school! My first
day of school was better than I could’ve imagined.
Everyone was super kind and helpful to me. Overall I
really enjoy this school.
Nehal Sexana (9S)
Secondary has been very welcoming to me and everyone. The teachers have also been very supportive and
kind and I feel settled in now.
Sorina Lloyd (7T)

BISI is awesome. I have had a great time in the past
4 years. I have made great friends. I enjoyed learning as it was dynamic, fun and engaging. My transition into secondary was smooth. I was a bit nervous at
the thought of now being surrounded by people older
than me after being the oldest last year in Primary.
But when I experienced secondary, all my doubts
vanished. This year was euphoric. I made new friends
and learnt and played with people from diverse backgrounds and cultures. The clubs are fun and the special events at school are enjoyable. My teachers were
great and friendly. They all provided awesome learning experiences. We are now moving back to Pakistan
this year. I shall miss BISI a lot and hope it keeps getting better and better. I wish everyone a great time
here.
And as always, stay curious and enjoy learning.
Ammar Tahir(7I)

I would like to wish all the best to our Year 9
students in their transition to KS4 and, to all of you,
a restful and well-deserved summer holiday.

Angela Perez
Key Stage 3 Coordinator

YEARBOOK

2021-22

My year was great. All the teachers and students were
so friendly. Since it was my last year I was especially
sad but the atmosphere of the school allows me to
keep my head up and keeps me looking forward to the
next day. I will really miss this school and I am so sad
to leave the friendly students and teachers that bring
out the best in me.
Kai Gee Kee (8B)

225

KS3 Team-Building Activities
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It was great to see students back in school
in September for face-to-face lessons after having had to spend most of their IGCSE
course on line, with the exception of a few
weeks in term 3 last year when they were finaly allowed on campus. During that time,
students had to adapt to online learning,
cope with google meet calls, speak to teachers via video links, submit work on line which
came more easily to some than others. They
also had to cope with the uncertainty of not
knowing whether the IGCSE exams would go
ahead or not.

Katya Skoudy
KS4 Coordinator
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Key Stage 4 Coordinator

preparing for their final IGCSE examinations,
first with their IGCSE mock examinations in
January, then finalising their coursework for
some of their subjects, their languages oral
examinations or practical components.

This year, year 11 had to put all the stops to
ensure that they caught up as much as possible with content and skills needed for their
IGCSE exams and get used to taking exams
the “old fashioned way” instead of online
via exam.net , the tool used last year for not
only mock exams but also other assessments.
They still faced the uncertainty regarding
whether exams would go ahead or not and
had to work hard in order to ensure teachers would have evidence for a porfolio to be
used in case of the cancellation of exams.

For year 10, the experience of the IGCSE programme has been different – even though
they had the odd week of online lessons.
They started the programme in school, even
though they had to remember to be socially
distanced and wear a mask at all times. At
least, from March 2022, with the relaxation of
the wearing of a mask in open spaces translated into a sentiment of normalcy returning.
They had a busy year, adapting to the IGCSE
course demands. In year 10, we welcomed
a few new members of the BISI community:
Kiah Salas Villalva, Louise Ngakuru, Aydin
Crook in 10B, Kamal Babayev, Kateryna Kolesnykova, Oliwia Janas, Soraya Zarei, Taha Sarman in 10I and Daniel Dorner in 10S, Elvi Akgun and Islam Esmaiow returned to the BISI
community during the year. We also had new
form tutors joining the team: Ms Oliveira, Ms
Clack and Ms Habib.

Year 11 students have also been working hard

It hasn’t only been about academic studies

We also saw the return fo the Festive Door
Competition after a year hiatus which brought
some lovely team effort and saw brilliant creative design which brought a celebratory and
jovial ambience to the school. Not to forget
the School Production.
For PSHE, we focused on wellbeing, social
networks and safety online, cultural awareness and identity just to mention a few of
the topics in this year’s programme. It also
included the whole school – Black History

Month and Women’s History Month.
We continued with our KS4 form competition
with well deserved gift vouchers for the winners. In year 11, it was a fiercely close competition between Selin, Yusra and Rayyan and
in year 10 between Harry, Daniel, Kalell and
Camryn, Sara and Isra. We also ran the wellbeing CAS project with some amazing pieces
submitted.
At the end of another busy and exciting year
at BISI, I wish you all a relaxing summer break
and I hope the Year 10 students will be enjoying a well deserved break whilst still taking every opportunity to start preparing for a
busy Year 11 ahead. I look forward to seeing
you all again next year. For those students
leaving us at the end of the academic year, I
wish you all the best for your future. You will
be missed.
I would like to thank the KS4 team and secondary teachers for all their hard work and
support, without whom all of this wouldn’t
be possible.

Katya Skoudy
Key Stage 4 Coordinator

YEARBOOK

2021-22

and students and staff in KS4 have thrown
themselves into the various events happening such as the specialist weeks starting with
MFL in September with competetions and
quizzes, English week, Winter Showcase carousel, Creative Arts week and Science week.
We have a talented bunch of students in our
Key Stage. their talents ranging from being
wonderful sports men and women, musicians, linguists, writers, matematicians and
scientists to mention a few of their skills. We
also held the IGCSE awards ceremonony in
November to celebrate the Year 12 students
and some Year 11 students (early entries)
achievements in the June 2021 series.
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KS4 TEAM
Year 10 form tutors

Ms. Habib

Ms. Oliveira

Mr. Gusain

Year 11 form tutors

Mr. Clark
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Mr. Taheri

Ms. Clack

Ms. Skoudy
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This year saw the school return to a sense of
normality for all students but especially the
year 13 students who had spent the entirety
of DP1 online. We were back to face-to-face
teaching. We could actually see the students
in the flesh, warts and all. Even though we
could not always hear what they had to say
because of the masks. Rooms were cold but
for the most part it was a welcome change
from staring into the abyss of a computer
monitor. If truth be told it did take both teachers and students a while to get back into their
stride, but it was amazing when they did.

Seef Eddeen Marsden
IBDP Coordinator
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With the school having to still adopt strict
Covid protocols of social distancing and the
wearing of masks, the annual trips week was
again canceled for all students. This can be a
big disadvantage for year 12 students as their
annual trip is CAS orientated where they can
make a big dent in the CAS hours needed for
the two years especially in the service component. But Kelly has done a fantastic job
getting the year 12s on track at the start of
the IB and ensuring that the year 12 students
have all the components required to be successful in CAS, a core component and in my
eyes a very important component of the IB

Diploma.
Another part of the core is the Extended Essay
that for the first time has been overseen by
Ms Howick. She steered the year 13s through
the process and there were some excellent
examples submitted. The year 12s have just
started the process and as always there is a
lot of discussion amongst the students as to
what subject to pick and then what should be
their underlying research question. I’m sure
with the excellent guidance given by our supervisors they will start to really value the
whole experience. As usual, Mr. Leaver was
inundated with requests to be their supervisor. This year for the first time we even had a
student do an EE in a subject they were not
studying at IB.
In October, the year 12 students embarked
on the Group 4 project which is a cross curricular project in the sciences. The students
from cross-over subjects are placed in groups
and they pick a topic in which there would
be elements for each of the science subjects,
they come up with an hypothesis which they
then design an experiment or series of experiments to test this hypothesis. They then

present their findings to the others groups.
The topics on offer this year were Fruit juic-

Again on an art footing the year 12 and 13
students took a leading role in visual arts

es, fruit batteries, producing electricity and
reaction times. All groups were focused and
produced some excellent work that crossed
all of the sciences. The presentations were
professional and well thought through.

week with all types of art on display and live
performances on the guitar from our very
own Eric Clapton Jasur who can play a mean
tune on the guitar.

As Christmas approached the students got
into the holiday spirit and, as part of their
Theatre course Andriana and Ayda wrote, produced, directed and starred in their adaptation of Snow White. The production not only
involved a multitude of year 13 students but
starring roles for Ms Scotland as the woodcutter, Mr. Tarbuck as the mirror and Mr. Seef as
the wicked old stepmother. There were four
performances one after the other and at the
last moment it was decided that the dwarfs
had to cream pie the wicked stepmother in
the face. So Mr. Seef got it in the face four
times. Fun was had by all that played parts
and all those who watched.

Another first this year was the introduction
of the TOK exhibition which has in all senses
replaced the TOK presentation. This was excellently guided by Mr. Bemi and Mr. Somers.
On the whole it has been an excellent year
for all the students in the IB Diploma and
the teachers who have guided them to reach
their full potential.
Finally I would like to wish those students
who will be departing for pastures new all the
best on their new academic endeavors……. All
the best for the future……You all have an excellent grounding to succeed.

Seef Eddeen Marsden
IBDP Coordinator
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This year the exams went ahead and that
meant that there were exhibitions which
were put on by three excellent year 13 Visual
artists, Aydana, Hanna and Lia.
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Creativity, Activity and
Service (CAS) is a compulsory
component of the IB diploma program and is
integrated throughout all key stages through
a variety of projects and activities. At BISI,
we take pride in helping students explore
their extracurricular interests through CAS.
The past two years have seen all aspects of
school life challenged and forced to adapt to
the restrictions of the Covid-19 pandemic.
In CAS, students were unable to experience
a CAS trip and many service opportunities
were limited. This has meant that students
have had to be creative and flexible to make
the most of the CAS program. Despite these
challenges, students have been determined
to have positive and meaningful CAS experiences.

Kelly Kapusuzoglu
CAS Coordinator
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CAS and RIC GRAFFITI ARTIST MIKA SITTER
Graffiti Artist Mika Sitter created a mural for
Black History Month as a joint project sponsored by CAS and the RIC (The Race and Inclusion Committee). Mika aka YAT is a graffiti
artist focused on mural art, originally from
Paris and now based in Berlin. He created a
beautiful and inspiring original piece of art

for the students to enjoy. Many students from
all year groups were able to help in the creation process by painting the blue background
for the piece.

MURAL PROJECT
Students from Secondary School joined together to create a mural of hope that sought
to draw awareness to many issues facing our
world today. Building on the momentum of
having a graffiti artist to start off their planning process, secondary students began
brainstorming their mural designs. Gradually
their visions have come to life in a colourful
and meaningful mural located on the Secondary sports field. Enthusiasm has grown as
more murals have been created to brighten
up the school.

egies. After the initial events with key stage 5
students, students from key stage 3 and key
stage 4 were also able to have team-building
activities with Yusuf Bey and his team!

tive team-work and alternative thinking strat-
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TEAM-BUILDING WITH OUTDOORTURK
Students in Years 12 and 13 completed a series of outdoor team-building activities with
a group of trainers from the Outdoorturk
training group. The students were involved in
team-building problem solving tasks. Many
of the challenges set forth by the trainers
were quite difficult and required collabora-

237

brary books, photographing pages from these
books, and then gluing these pages onto the
chairs. The chairs then were painted with designs that matched the book pages and varnished to protect the artwork.
Special thanks to Tiara Norman, Markus
Bekişoğlu, Yusra Shahjahan, Ziva Krizana Samardzic, and Miss Elif Cankurt for the creation of these wonderful artworks.

DÉCOUPAGE LIBRARY CHAIRS
KS3 and KS4 students enrolled in a découpage activity prior to the pandemic closure
that focused on renewing several of the secondary library chairs. After a long break,
these chairs were able to be completed, varnished and returned to the library.
The process began with selecting specific li-

CAS Artist-in-Residence DIANA PAGE
BISI was able to bring Diana as an Artist-inResidence for CAS during Creative Arts week.
Diana Page is an award-winning artist from
South Africa living in Istanbul, Turkey. She
spent time with students from key stage 3
and key stage 5 providing working sessions
using a variety of art media.

A framed artwork created by Diana will soon
be on display in the school. This artwork was
done on location at BISI using soft pastels.
Diana is well-known for her vividly coloured
city and harbour paintings, alongside her expressive charcoal drawings. Her sessions inspired many future artists at BISI during the
week.

COBIS Race4Good
Several students in key stage 4 and key stage
5 competed in the COBIS Race4Good as part
of their CAS program, which spanned over
three weeks. The Race4Good is a Global
Youth League that mobilises students to engage in high-impact learning and develop
practical problem-solving skills as they are
challenged to confront real-life critical issues
with immediate implementation of all winning solutions. Race4Good targets leadership
skills, diversity and inclusion, innovation, cultural sensitivity, and emotional intelligence,
where student groups collaborate as a team
with guidance from business mentors as they
compete against other schools from around
the world.
Students had several challenges presented
and worked together as a team to find solutions that would benefit a rural community
in Haiti. The project was set up with several challenges of which BISI won the first of,
the Mid-Race Sports Challenge. The winning
solutions were put into place immediately
within the community in Haiti.

han and Alice Mereyde with team members
being Sabrina Jalilova, Jasur Makhkamov,
Tarek Naal, Nike Hügal, Wiktoria Janas, Sara
Ghassemi, and Genavieve Rich.
WELLBEING PROJECTS
Students in key stage 4 completed Wellbeing
projects focusing on kindness and gratitude.
Students were given an opportunity to demonstrate how they could implement kindness
and gratitude into their daily lives within and
outside of BISI.
The winning group in Year 10 planned a bake
sale to raise money for those in need. They
made scrumptious cookies, lemon drizzle
cake, cupcakes (chocolate chip and coconut),
and lemonade along with a poster to advertise their goodies. They raised a total of 1040
TL! This money was used to help pay for the
education of Catherine, a schoolgirl in Malawi. This demonstrated kindness. Students
from Year 10 who planned this event were
Jana Shihabi, Danielle Zahar, Isra Ulus, and
Amélie Cosnett.
The second place winners in Year 11 were

The team coordinators were Muzna Shahja-

Georgina Gunnell and Sena Ercan.

These future documentary film makers interviewed many teachers and students to ask
what they were grateful for. There were giggles throughout and the pair who organised
this had fun as well as the participants. We
should all reflect on the things that we are
grateful for in our lives whether we are grateful for family, friends, in-person classes, bake
sales, world peace or cats!
The winning form class was 10B with their
amazing event organisation of a much needed round of Soak the Teacher! Not only did
every student in this form contribute, but the
proceeds of the project went to a very worthy cause. 10B managed to raise 1550TL with
their wet sponge event towards their goal of
sponsoring funding for one year of school for
Catherine, the schoolgirl from Malawi! The
students donated to the worthy charity event
with every throw of the sponge. The teachers
were soaked and all smiles at the end of the
event.

Kelly Kapusuzoglu
CAS Coordinator
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tellectual abilities vis-à-vis challenges. They
still continue to improve their skills, boost up
their self-confidence and build up an impressive persona on this pathway to universities,
society, and most importantly to the ‘new
life’.

READY FOR NOW
READY FOR THE FUTURE
The award program and its participants who
have managed to adapt the ‘new normal’ and
the ‘new world’ have gone through a quite
productive year.

Elif Cankurt
IYAP-DofE Award Coordinator &
Leader
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We`re looking forward to giving our students their globally recognized certificates
and awards. Thanks for the efforts of all current and future participants. You are already
ready for change and our `new world`!

Alongside a broad and balanced curriculum,
by the longstanding award program and extracurricular activities, BISI has been preparing students for the top-ranked universities
and the ever-changing world. The significance of out of class learning become more
essential day by day and this objectivity is
inevitable recognized by policymakers, education regulators, and big shot companies.
Even though the participants barely completed their activities due to Covid-19 restrictions, they performed strong physical and in-

Elif Cankurt
IYAP-DofE Award Coordinator & Leader
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At BISI we are inspired by our students. They
are our most precious resource, our guiding
lights and our motivation. At BISI, learning is
not limited to the classroom. Outdoor activities provide valuable and practical learning
opportunities to bring to life subjects that
students are studying in the classroom. The
knowledge and experience gained beyond
the classroom consolidates, extends and enriches the curriculum.
At BISI, we started face-to-face activities
again this year, keeping precautions in mind
and offering a range of engaging, inclusive
and structured activities and experiences
to support the holistic development of students.

Sunil Gusain
Activities Coordinator
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BISI runs separate activities over the three
terms, allowing students to learn new skills
while having fun in different clubs. Students
have the opportunity to access a variety of
clubs and activities organised by BISI staff in
school and by specialists off campus. Once a
commitment to an activity is made, it must
be honoured throughout the term. Students
understand that if they select an activity of
their choice, then they must commit to each

activity in its entirety.
Clubs that were offered in the academic year
2021-22:
Term 1:
String Art, Video production, Paper Modelling, Debate Challenge, Football for girls and
boys, Photography, Horseriding, Chess, Watercolour and Yoga.
Term 2:
Maths Olympiad, Passion Project, Forest Running, Graffiti, Technology Club, Mindfulness,
Student Council, Ceramics 101, Horseriding.
Term 3:
Microsoft Imagine Club, Miniature Painting,
Make an Escape Room, UKMT Olympiad, Card
Games, Board Games, Graphic Novel, Brick
Painting, Basketball, Volleyball, Forest/Beach
Explorers, Cross Country, Horseriding and
Motocross.
Ms Amor ran String Art, Ceramics 101 and
Miniature Painting clubs over this academic
year. These clubs help in self-expression,
self-identification, self-confidence, motor
skills and many more.

Our director, Mr Robinson, ran the Paper Modelling Club that stimulated reading, appreciation of scale, visualisation, imagination, and
experimentation.
Ms Peverall introduced the UKMT Olympiad
in Mathematics to BISI and our students got
silver and bronze certificates in the competition.
BISI is committed to building confidence and
self-esteem among students. Under
Ms Habib’s guidance, the Student Council
planned events that contributed to school
and community welfare and is the voice of
the student body.
Ms Agnieszka ran a horse riding club which
was off-site at a nearby riding centre. The students love horses and they like to learn how
to ride. There is wisdom and lessons that can
be learnt from horseriding which can change
students to their core and become a part of
who they are.

of various software tools, the students learnt
techniques to effectively use the computers
and 3D printer to express their creativity. Robotics is a popular activity that students love
to do and we are planning to start this club in
the next academic year, 2022-23. I would encourage students to participate more in such
activities that will benefit them in future for
their university applications.
Girls Football is becoming one of the top participating sports in BISI after Mr CLarke has
started giving them training by making it enjoyable, fun and competitive.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank
all BISI staff members who were involved in
running different clubs this year. I am proud
and honoured to work with such caring and
innovative teachers.

Sunil Gusain
Activities Coordinator

savvy, Mr Kumar ran the Technology Club
throughout the academic year. With the help
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With the aim of making students more tech-
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Learning Support

Department

Agnieszka Hügel

Bartola Mavric

Fiona Woolcott

The Learning Support Department has the pleasure of working with
some of our students in Primary and Secondary schools, in Zekeriyaköy, and in the City on a more individual basis. Our support is given
on a one-to-one basis, in small groups or in-class, depending on individual cases.
Our students are wonderfully diverse and enable us to learn from
them as they develop and improve their learning skills and strategies.
The team this year includes three teachers: Agnieszka Hügel (Head
of Department), Fiona Woolcott, and Bartola Mavric (learning support
specialists).

Agnieszka Hügel

We would like to congratulate everyone we’ve worked with on all
their amazing achievements.

Head of Department

2021-22
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Andrea Pilski

Sepehr Taheri
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Humanities

Department

Robert Somers
Head of Department
2021-22

252

YEARBOOK

Robert Somers

Sunil Gusain

Briley Habib

Michael Barnes

Michael Leaver

Amy Sözer

It has been a challenging and rewarding year
for all of us. Students and teachers alike found
it a little difficult at the start to transition back
into the classroom. But we all have a new appreciation for traditional school. Seeing each
other in person makes all the difference.
We have been delighted with the introduction
of our new booklets in Key Stage 5. Teachers
have designed and delivered content to maximise student engagement through project
based learning. Students have been creating
museum pieces, teaching their classes about
ideology, performing sock-puppet shows for
Primary, redesigning our Earthquake Policy,
and informing marketing strategies for Inshira Collective, a real functioning company
based in Turkey. We have seen some fantas-

a shiny and colourful booklet for each unit
taught. Teachers have worked especially hard
to prepare for the new units and we have had
to purchase stocks of art materials to support
the project based learning. We are looking
forward to consolidating our delivery next
academic year.
Our students scored some excellent results
in the teacher-assessed IGCSE and IB examinations last year. It’s difficult to single out
particular subjects this year because all our
grades were teacher-assessed. Just managing
to complete the curriculum under the circumstances warrants huge congratulations for all
the students and teachers involved.
We also say a warm goodbye to all our leavers and graduating students. We wish you the
best of luck in your future lives. We hope you
remember BISI fondly, as we always remember you.

Robert Somers
Head of Department

tic work from the students who all receive
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It has been fantastic for all of us to get back
into school this year and seeing the students
face-to-face. With Mr Leaver in Business, Mr
Gusain in Economics and Geography, Ms Habib in Geography, Ms Sozer and myself in History, Mr Barnes in Sociology, Psychology and
Geography, I am delighted to lead this fantastic team of teachers again this year.
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Emily Newman
Humanities

Primary School

We are lucky to live in such a culturally-rich
city as Istanbul, which provides infinite
opportunities to expand our understanding
of different time periods in history and geographical structures. Taking part in field trips
further enhances children’s understanding
of humanities, as they can observe the abstract concepts they are studying in reality
to make them come alive. Since the start of
the pandemic, teachers have been completing virtual field trips using online maps and
videos, and we look forward to taking part
in more in-person field trips next academic

This year we took part in ‘Black History
Month’ in October and ‘Women’s History
Month’ in March, both of which gave students
a broader understanding of the contributions
that significant people have made to our society. We had access to a range of books from
the library as well as online resources during these events, and competitions were run
for children to demonstrate what they had
learnt. For International Women’s Day on the
8th of March, primary students had a purple
non-uniform day during which every child
donated 10TL for the YEKÜK charity, an organisation which sponsors the education of
girls in Turkey. We look forward to continuing to study a wide representation of people
and their achievements in the next academic
year.

year to enrich our learning further.
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Studying humanities enables pupils to
develop into well-rounded global citizens
who have an awareness of their place in time
and location, as well as understanding other
people and cultures. The teaching of humanities at BISI has been much more enjoyable
since returning to school this year; we have
been able to take part in a range of enriching
hands-on activities in humanities lessons,
some of which you can see in the following
photographs. These are not only engaging
but also bring lessons to life and ensure that
learning is memorable.
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Year 4 Ancient Greek costumes
Year 2 Great Fire of London reconstruction

Whole primary collaborative display
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Year 2 labelling continents

Year 3 Ancient Egypt - discovery of Tutankhamun

Year 3 Egyptian Party

Year 3 The Siege of Constantinople Role play

Year 5 Roman
army battle

Year 4 virtual field trip to the Bosphorus
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Year 4 Ancient Greek pottery
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Year 5 Roman army formations

Amina - model of coastal features explaining how they are
formed
2021-22
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Year 4 trip to Anadolu Kavagi

Sofia - map of Kilyos.jpeg

Year 3 created a map to show the siege and conquest of
Constantinople in 1453

Year 3 and 4 choir
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There are 15 members, a mix of boys and girls from both year groups, who have enthusiastically learnt new songs and improved
their singing technique during our weekly rehearsals after school on Mondays.
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Science

Department

Michael Tarbuck

Jeevesh Kumar

Darren Clark

Amy Clack

David Mayer

Nerihan Haskan

Andrea Pilski

Sepehr Taheri

Michael Tarbuck
Head of Department
2021-22
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Covid restrictions are ending and life is very
much getting back to normal at BISI. This, of
course, includes the Science Department
where signs of renewed normality started in
October 2021 with the Group 4 project, part
of the IB course. This year’s theme was electricity with varied approaches to the theme,
including fruit batteries, fruit juice conductivity, electricity production and reaction times
(the nervous system). Experiments have returned! Experiments are a major part of how
we teach Science at BISI and it has been fantastic for students to have hands on Science
again. Science Week was held in May with
themed lessons on design challenges including an egg drop challenge, balloon car challenge and a recycled materials fashion design
competition with a fashion show for Year 9.
We said goodbye to Mr. Rudd as he headed
off into retirement and we welcomed Miss
Clack to the department this year. We will be
welcoming Mrs. Kaushal to the department in
August as a new ICT teacher for key stage 3.

Michael Tarbuck
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Head of Department
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Science is a way of thinking much more than it is a body of knowledge.
Carl Sagan (American scientist)
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What is research but a blind date with knowledge?
Will Harvey (American businessman)

Rockets are cool. There’s no getting around that.

Aerodynamically, the bumble bee shouldn’t be able to fly, but the bumble bee doesn’t
know it so it goes on flying anyway. Mary Kay Ash (American businesswoman)
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Elon Musk (entrepreneur)
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Science is fun. Science is curiosity. We all have natural curiosity. Science is a process of investigating.
It’s posing questions and coming up with a method. It’s delving in. ............... Sally Ride. (American astronaut)
2021-22
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It has been a great year for primary Science
at BISI, as we all finally returned to the classroom face-to-face. This has meant that Science lessons could once again be taught in a
practical way and allow students to explore
and experiment with their learning in a way
that has been on hold for the last couple of
years.

Science and Technology

Primary School

EYFS2 National learning about
ocean pollution

An absolute highlight of the year was the
Science Day, which we celebrated in April,
photos of which accompany this message.
The theme for the day was ‘Environmental
Changes’. Each phase learned about a different aspect of this theme, with students in
EYFS learning about how plastic pollution has
changed our oceans, Key Stage One students
learning how pollution from greenhouse
gases has changed our polar regions and students in Key Stage Two learning about how
our carbon footprint can be reduced to lessen
the effect humans have on climate change.
This was also a chance for BISI students to express their inner-scientist, as children were
encouraged to dress as a scientist for the day.
I am sure you will agree, they all looked great

Dressed up and ready to go

in their lab coats, homemade T-shirt designs
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Louise Dominey

and safety goggles.
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5B,6D find their route to school

Cengizhan-Ali ve Dominik

2021-22
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6D record their route to school

Does this float or sink

Carbon footprint investigation

EYFS2 Exploring sinking
and floating

Planting in the garden

Zainedeen 6D
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Ice melting experiment
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We are pleased to incorporate Robotics &
Programming in the Computer Science Curriculum at BISI. The purpose of doing this is
to offer students an opportunity to have fun
and learn programming and robotics.

Jeevesh Kumar
Computer Science

Secondary School

In Key Stage 3, Introductory robotics aims
to offer students the chance to explore the
vast possibilities of utilising hardware such
as Arduino or Micro Bit through python programming. Covering the basics, Introductory
Robotics allows students to see the real life
applications of computer science. In Computing lessons, the students will learn to use
the components of the kits to build robots
and learn to program their robots using the
icon based programming software. After they
have mastered basic programming, we will
involve the students in programming their
robots to accomplish tasks and solve challenges. Problem solving and logical thinking skills will be emphasised. Students will
be working in pairs or small groups. Selected
groups will participate in TCEA competitions.
In Key Stage 4, Robotics will be offered as an
club for hard-working, enthusiastic and co-

2021-22
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operative students. Students who want to
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pursue or are interested in their future career
path within the field of computer science or
robotics are welcome. Arduinos, Raspberry
Pis and different kits to explore different areas of Robotics are provided. The only real
limit here is the imagination of the students.
This club requires prior knowledge of any
programming language such as Java, C++ or
Python.
We look forward to these exciting new
opportunities.
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English

Department

Peter Gilbert

Mark Muller

Fiona Lewis

Aftab Hamid

William Clarke

Russell Gunnell

Andrea
Pilski
Joan
Christianssen

Sepehr Taheri

Peter Gilbert

Head of Department
2021-22

274

YEARBOOK

Welcome to the English section of the BISI
yearbook 2021-22. It has been a year where
as a school and a department we have tried
to return to normality and I think that we succeeded very well in doing that. I know that as
an incoming teacher to the school I could not
have had a warmer welcome and for that I am
deeply grateful to both staff and students. I
know that Mr Clarke, our other new teacher
would second that too.
Although the Covid crisis still enveloped us,
there was no hiding the excitement when our
students returned to school. Absence really
did make the heart fonder in this case and the
weeks seem to fly by in that first term with
students approaching their tasks with real
zeal. My own favourite recollection was how
the students really enjoyed interacting with
each other in the class again. This despite the
fact that masks were still compulsory. Yet at
no stage did anyone ever complain. I think
that we were just happy to be back in a normal school environment.
The highlights for our own department were
the English week and the Poetry slam competition. Both were huge successes thanks to the
hard work and ingenuity of the department, as

of course the work from our students. They
excelled in every area and showed real initiative when engaging with a variety of tasks, including poetry hunt, book swap or dressing as
their favorite literary character.
I think that the vast majority of students
would point to the Poetry Slam competition as the real success of the whole event
though. The department spent weeks preparing our students to recite their own work and
we were richly rewarded with the outcome.
Three rounds of competition were closely
contested before the Grand final in the school
theatre. Those that attended were treated to
fifteen outstanding performances that that
the judges found difficult to separate. It was
a privilege to be there, and congratulations to
all who took part.
As we enter the final term and a return to normality on behalf of the department, I would
like to thank the students for their hard work
and wish them the best for their end of year
exams. This is especially the case for our Year
13 students who will now go on to the next
stage of their life. They will be missed.

well as help from other members of staff, and

Head of Department
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It has been a great year for English this year
and it has been wonderful to see the children
in action in school this year.
We began the year celebrating ‘International Library Week’. We are fortunate to have
two wonderful libraries which are full to the
brim with exciting, challenging and engaging
books. Our two librarians - Çiğdem (Etiler)
and Sukran (Zek) work tirelessly to ensure we
have a wide range of both fiction and nonfiction books and support us in exploring and
using the library every week.

Lauren Walsh
English

Primary School

ing and learning their phonic sounds. The
teachers in the school have made the activities fun, engaging and practical to welcome
the children back and ensure the children
continue to be excited about all areas of the
English curriculum.

Each class chose to explore and celebrate
libraries in a variety of ways. Some examples were; creating ancient libraries, playing
guess the reader and writing thank you cards
to the librarians.
The children have had a wonderful time returning to school in person. They have been
able to perform and recite poetry to their
classmates and perform drama activities
with their friends.

2021-22
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It has been wonderful to see the children take
so much pleasure in writing stories, read-

YEARBOOK

Year 2 wrote and published books
about Australian animals

Children in Year 1 performing Room on a Broom.

In Year 4 Harry and Isaiah teaching the class
through a skit about the Battle of Marathon. They
dramatised a discussion held between two Athenian generals debating what to do when confronted
by the Persian Army.

EYFS1 shared their favourite books and characters.

Reception students created their own miniature books and
then read their stories to their toys and each other.

Year 2 Etiler Campus wrote thank you cards to our
wonderful Librarian Çiğdem.
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A Reception child practising their letter formation.
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The children in Year 6 have studied the poem ‘The Highwayman’
this year. They used the poem to develop and write the script of
a short scene themselves, which they performed in front of their
classmates in the botanical gardens.

Year 5 took photos of themselves reading and played guess the
reader. Can you spot anyone you know?

2021-22
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Year 1 reading the stories they wrote
about the Snail and the Whale to their
Music teacher Ms Des.

Year 3 made an ancient Library
of Alexandria.

Year 6 Persuasive writing - campaign poster
for house captain and student council positions aimed at KS1 children.

Year 4 students dressed up and performed Greek
Myths such as Pandoras Box, Theseus and the Minotaur, Medusas Curse and Odyseus and the
Cyclops.

2021-22
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ESL in the City with Mrs Güven
It has been an interesting year in City ESL
with graduations in the winter, new students
each term and lots of work and fun.
The most exciting thing of all was having everyone in school and being able to play games
again.
Duda, Tuana and Edin Yr 4 ESL
City showing off Spring hats.

Carolyn Guven
ESL - City Campus

Primary School

2021-22
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Reema - 5B

Mohammad has graduated
from ESL 5B

Uju and Tuana using imperatives Yr 3- 4 ESL
Beginners

EYFS 2 Hessah and Rayan
made a monster.

Shailin, Ahyoung and Ian Yr 6D ESL City playing a
simple past language game

Vojtech and Kuba in ESL Yr 3A before they
graduated

EYFS 2 Malu, Jihun and Suah
made a monster
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ESL Yr 6D Shaikah and Kaan working on the Languages Competition.
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ESL with Mrs Gwillim in Zek
Language learning should be fun and engaging and so it was great to be back in the classroom to do more hands on activities, games
and songs.
Together we enjoyed lots of learning and the
children worked hard and made great progress! I will let the photos speak for themselves

5 Intermediates with picture plans

Dorothy Gwillim
ESL - Zek Campus

Primary School

5F with new student Yehoo
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Beginners play timetables snap
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The beginners make an adjectives game

Year 3 play a story memory game

Practising questions

Year 3 - busy bees

Year 4 play present tense dominoes
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Beginners play vocabulary bingo
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Year 6 - good writers!

Milan story sequencing

Year 5 Intermediates writing

Lucca checks his work

Beginners play timetables snap

2021-22
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Year 5 and 6 practice questions in the past
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Ashley Vaccaro

Students proudly show off books they have written!

Kiana works on phonics

ESL - Zek Campus

Chan practices body vocabulary while
making a playdoh person.

Hawon, Vera, and Busem write about themselves

YEARBOOK
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Joan Christianssen
ESL - Zek Campus

Secondary School
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From the start of the Academic Year, 2021,
there was a change in the air. We had come
a long way from the early days of the Pandemic and were ready to emerge into a world
full of different challenges. Although the
Secondary Key Stage Three, ESL Department
comprises only eleven students, they come
from diverse backgrounds making one large
family which really enjoys each other’s company. However, we’re not too large a group to
organise a team game, a Great Earth Quiz or a
lunchtime board game. However, eleven differing opinions in a discussion are amazing.
Yui and Riyo are from Japan; they are both
great readers who like to discuss the characters in the texts though they often interpret
their motives differently. It makes for colourful discussions.
Zhounou, is from China and is interested in
everything. He adds a philanthropic viewpoint to discussions and activities and has a
great sense of humour that keeps everyone
amused, even when they’re involved in a tedious task.
Shamil, or Sasha, as he prefers to be known,
could pass for one of the aristocracy when he
speaks English. Is this how they speak Eng-

he connected to the British nobility? He is a
very colourful individual who has a passion
for fashion! His dream is to persuade the
world to dress in his own style, one day.
Aylin is from Azerbaijan. She loves animals
and has a very cute dog, named……….. In the
last nine months, she has transformed from a
student new to Secondary and a little unsure
of what is going on, to a class leader who is
brave enough to tackle anything. Why stop at
class leader; Aylin? You could use your talent
to inspire many others.
Dongmin, one of our four ESL students from
Korea, has strong opinions about what he
likes and doesn’t like. Fortunately, he is always very polite and has a great sense of
humour so he doesn’t upset anyone when
he speaks the truth about what he likes and
doesn’t like.
June is also from Korea and claims he’s very
shy. It’s not a description that fits him very
well because he’s never too concerned about
reading aloud or sharing a joke with his
friends. Although he’ a fairly new student,
he’s making good progress in reading and
spelling.
Siyeon has set her mind on being a diplomat

lish in Kirgizstan, where he comes from or is

and the more the year progresses, the clearer
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her career path seems to be. If the embassy
is burning down, she’ll probably finish the
task she’s doing and, calmly wander around
checking that everyone has finished their tea
and knows the best way out of the building.
Angelina is a city girl who, like most city girls,
is very interested in fashion. However, she
has graduated to most mainstream classes in
which she is advancing to fulfil her dream of
going to Oxford University. She studies late
into the evening and seems to really enjoy it.
For such a dedicated student, she’s got a hilarious sense of humour.
Dongwoo has set his sights on politics. He’ll
be a brilliant president because he has a
natural ability to deflect a question, so the
person who is asking it becomes so confused
that he’s quite content with hearing about
the cost of bread when he asked when the
government is going to create more jobs!
Jeuwhi adds a touch of sunshine to the department as he’s always smiling and just generally seems to enjoy life. We all look forward
to him joining us for a lesson when the others
study Turkish.
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Department

Gabriela Davutoğlu
Head of Department
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Gabriela Davutoğlu

Katya Skoudy

Marien Bemi

Karen Howick

Ángela Pérez

Rita Oliveira

Week of Languages
At the beginning of this academic year, the
Week of Languages was a great opportunity for students and teachers to start feeling
‘normal’. Although we had to keep our masks
on and observe social distancing rules, the
language and culture activities we organized
allowed us to interact with more people that
just our peers in our classrooms. They were
also a good incentive to take our minds off
the pandemic and focus on fun and interesting information about other countries, cultures and languages.

A different international menu in the canteen
every day.
International Mufti Day on Friday. Students
and teachers wore their national dress or colours that represent their country. Students
chose the two best ‘muftis’ in each form. Prizes for 1st and 2nd places.

Gabriela Davutoğlu
Head of Department

Here’s a list of the activities we did:
National Dress
A selection of short videos about languages
shown during form time.
An informative Powerpoint presentation with
language facts followed by a questionnaire
and activities to be completed by each form
group on Tuesday during PHSE. Prizes for 1st
and 2nd places.
France, Canada, Tajikistan & Kenya
Poland & Vietnam

YEARBOOK
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Displays about language facts and culture
outside the language classrooms.
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Canada

Japanese kimono
2021-22
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Ecuador

English flag

Ethiopia & Pakistan

India

Korean costume

Scotland, South Africa
& France

Typical dress

WOL Mufti day

WOL Mufti year 8

Japanese costumes

Scotland, Kenya & China

Week of Languages year 11

YEARBOOK
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Ethiopian, Kurdish, Japanese & French
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Year 7 French

Year 7 French

Year 12 German

Year 10 Spanish

Year 7 Spanish

2021-22
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Year 9 Spanish

Year 11 French at work_ Rayyan Ulus, Ziva Samardzic
and Deniz Kafkasli

Year 12 French B Zeynep Baskaya - Nuits blanches

Year 11 German - Carolina

YEARBOOK
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Year 12 German B Giulia - Martin Luther presentation
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At BISI we know it is important to acknowledge, celebrate and encourage children to
develop their Mother Tongue Language skills.
Research shows that improving literacy skills
in the mother tongue can be key to a child’s
future academic success.
We have always encouraged children to continue to work on their home language and
many go to Saturday schools, work online or
have private tutors. Unfortunately, because
of Covid, we had to discontinue Mother
Tongue lessons and clubs at school.

Dorothy Gwillim

Mother Tounge in Primary

Primary School

2021-22
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Raising Awareness
This year, in Languages Week, the children
wrote texts in their mother tongue for a
“Guess the Language’’ competition. Children
also planned and taught their classmates in
their mother tongue too.

4N with their Mother tongue writing

Mother Tongue Drama with Mrs Gwillim and
Mrs Lloyd
We were happy to bring back the Mother
Tongue drama this year. The children practiced and performed Sleeping Beauty and
Slurping Beauty in their own languages.
What a great performance in 13 different languages!

YEARBOOK

3B Proud of their writing

A Magic Frog

Sleeping Beauty

The cast - Slurping Beauty

The bad Fairy

Slurping Soup

Yr 5 writing in their home langauge

The King and Queen

The cast -Sleeping Beauty
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Languages week in Primary – March 2022
We celebrated languages on both campuses,
with pre-school, KS1 and KS2
Guess the Language competition: In Key
Stage 2 a number of children wrote texts in
their languages. These were displayed on
the notice boards. The children guessed the
languages and won house points. Key stage 1
also joined in and had a Guess the Language
of their own. They prepared a short text in
their mother tongue and then went to another class and from behind a screen spoke in
their language. The class had to say what the
language was. Pre-school children also had a
go at this.
Children Teaching Languages - French, Spanish, Turkish and Mother tongue: For Modern
Foreign Languages (MFL) the teachers helped
the children prepare Spanish and French lessons to teach their classmates. Using the target language they had to make a door display.
In Turkish the children decided they wanted
2021-22
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to teach as well, so some children taught
Turkish. Inspired by this, others taught their
mother Tongue to their class. It was wonderful to see the enthusiasm for teaching another language!
Turkish playground games: The younger
children in pre-school and KS1 enjoyed Turkish games in the playtimes.

Stories for KS1

Fairy stories in different languages: Secondary children prepared and read a story in their
Mother tongue. These were recorded and the
videos played for the children. Watched and
enjoyed by pre-school and Years 1,2 and 3.
Thank you to the languages team
Mrs Gwillim, Mrs Guven, Mrs Vaccaro, Miss
Derya, Monsieur Vincent and Senor Jeremias.

Guess the Language in Etiler

Year 6 French

French display by Year 3

Teaching French Year 6

Teaching language in Year 6

Teaching Korean

Guess the Language

Year 4 Learning French

YEARBOOK

2021-22

Y6s teaching French

299

Buenos días mis amigos.
We had a great start to our first year learning Spanish. At the beginning of the year we
realised that the pronunciation rules are not
so difficult and so speaking is pretty easy. We
continue to have a lot of fun learning Spanish with a number of resources including
Linguascope to enrich our vocabulary. Our
latest topics include themes related to family members, places to live, physical descriptions, personalities and animals. But what
we enjoyed the most was creating our own
memory game using Spanish numbers!

Jeremy Palmer
Spanish in Primary

Year 3 - My Strengths and Weaknesses

Hasta Luego

Year 4 - Boys vs Girls

Primary School

2021-22
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Year 4 - What can you see

Year 5 - Enriching our Vocabulary

Year 5 - Describing Emotions
Year 6 - Counting to 100

Year 6 - Test your Visual Memory

YEARBOOK
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Year 5 - Illustrating Emotions
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Bonjour et bienvenue!
Students from year 3 to year 6 have worked
hard this year and produced wonderful pieces of work. I am very proud of their hard work,
consistency and excellent progress throughout this academic year.
Language week was a lot of fun. Selected students taught French to the rest of the class,
helping and supporting students new to
the language and putting themselves in the
teacher’s shoes. Bravo!

Vincent di Placido
French in Primary

Primary School

Some of our students, sitting the DELF French
examination, showed great determination
and a spirit of never giving up, missing two
of their lunch times weekly in order to study,
overcoming their apprehensions and achieving excellent and unexpected grades. Very
well done! I have been most impressed and
encouraged by their dedication and trust.
I hope you enjoy visiting our page.

I am a citizen of the world by Y5s

It’s winter time and this is what I am
wearing by Y3s

Bonne lecture!
Monsieur Vincent

2021-22
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My dream house by Y6 student

Student feedback
My dream house by Y6s

Students sitting the French Delf Examination session March 2022

Fashion show by
Y6s

Student feedback
My monster by Y4s

The seasonal clothes by Y3s

Fashion show by
Y6s

My physical description and how I am
like by Y4s

Student feedback

My portrait by Y4s
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Year 6 weather
forcast speech
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Hatice Girgin
Turkish in Primary

Year 1 learning about fruits.

Year 2 learning about fuits and
vegetables.

Year 2 learning about animals and
colours.

Year 3 learning about animals and
adjectives

Year 2 learning about fruits.

Year 4 learning about jobs.

Primary School

2021-22
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Year 5 learning about shopping.

Year 1 learning about body parts.

Year 6 teaching to classmates about how
much and how many.
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EYFS learning about body parts.
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Mathematics

Department

Rita Peverall

Head of Department
2021-22
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Rita Peverall

Jason Robbins

Amy Clack

Seef Eddeen Marsden

Duygu Gümüş

make them think outside the box. It was
great to see everyone take part, and we
are already looking forward to next year’s
Junior and Intermediate Challenges.

teachers, good luck in your next steps,
Y13. We would love to hear from you in
the future as you all start these new and
exciting chapters of your lives!

KS3 and KS4 now have access to Rita Peverall
individual logins on CENTURY. The Head of Department
platform gives each student personalised
lesson recommendations using artificial
We would like to congratulate all our
intelligence to recognise gaps in
students this year, who clearly enjoyed
knowledge and areas of strength. The
being back in school as much as us
more our students use CENTURY, the
teachers!
more accurate these recommendations
become. We would like to congratulate all
Exam students in particular have worked our students who are using the platform,
extremely hard in order to finish their not only to complete homework, but also
courses and prepare for summer exams by to revise and practice their mathematical
putting in a lot of effort both in lessons skills in their own time.
and revision classes and at home. No
mountain is too high for our students, and As this year comes to an end, I would like
it is fantastic to see them take ownership to recognise the achievements of our Year
of their own learning by attending revision 13’s as they move on to pastures new. Y13
sessions and asking class teachers for have shown great resilience throughout
some extra help at lunch and after school a very difficult time, coinciding with
(we all love helping you!).
a very important few years of their
studies. Ms. Peverall’s AI SL class have
Years 7 and 8 took part in this year’s UKMT grown in confidence as mathematicians,
Junior Mathematical Challenge (JMC). recognising that practice is key to tackling
The JMC is a 60-minute, multiple-choice some tricky topics. Mr. Marsden and Mr.
challenge written by mathematicians at Robbins have marked some of the best
Leeds University. The problems on the IA’s they have seen in their careers this
JMC require students to use logic and year, and are equally as proud of their
problem solving skills and are designed to Y13 classes. From all of the BISI Maths
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This year has been a very exciting year for
the Mathematics Department, with three
new teachers joining the team: Ms. Clack,
Ms. Peverall and Mr. Robbins. With a lot
of help from Ms. Gumus and Mr. Marsden,
the team got rolling and ready to finally
enjoy being back in school and teaching
students in the classroom.
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Maths - CENTURY - Computer Suite Class Photo
Maths - CENTURY - Computer Suite
Maths - Prisoner Investigation

Maths - CENTURY - Computer Suite

Maths - Giant Matchstick Problems with
Ms Gumus
Maths - Prisoner Investigation

2021-22
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Maths - Ratio Blocks with 7T

Maths - Ratio Blocks with 7T

Maths - Spaghetti Trig Graphs - Hands

Math’s - UKMT Intermediate
Challenge - Certificates
Maths - Spaghetti Trig Graphs - Class
Photo
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Maths - Ratio Blocks with 7T

309

UKMT Junior Mathematical Challenge (JMC)

Maths - 8A Maths Challenge Certificates
2021-22

310

YEARBOOK

Maths - 8E Maths Challenge Certificates
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Maths - 8C Maths Challenge Certificates
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Scott Murray

Mathematics in Primary

Primary School

2021-22
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After a seemingly never-ending cycle of online versus face-to-face education, our primary and EYFS children were finally able to
settle back into their much-missed school
environment. The resilience of our children
(and teachers) never ceased to amaze me
when faced with such adversity. Pupils across
all age groups have endeavoured to fill any
gaps in their mathematical knowledge whilst
still ensuring that they are keeping up-todate with their year group requirements.

Gold standard. Every Bronze standard made
collected one medal point, a Silver standard
achieved was worth two medal points, and
a Gold standard gained added three medal
points. Children scored a maximum of three
points per activity.

This year, we also took part in the annual
Mangahigh COBIS Maths Challenge. This
event ran from the 24th through to the 31st
of January 2022 and children across all campuses participated.

Children achieving more than 200 points received their own certificates from Mangahigh
itself: Dilbar Khojazoda, Yunseul Lee, Zeynep
Ada Işık, Jiho Jung, Yeunwoo Jo, Amina Khojazoda and Abdumajid Abdurahmonz.

The idea was for our pupils to complete
maths activities, which in turn contributed
towards points won. Teachers, pupils and
parents were able to see the impact that
digital game-based learning can have on
our students, while also increasing the profile of maths across the school. The goal
was for students to earn as many points as
possible by completing lessons to achieve

Congratulations to all of these children and
all others who participated. As a school, we
managed to come 31 out of 146 schools!

either a Bronze standard, Silver standard or

of STEAM in Etiler, which is an educational

The following children won D&R vouchers
worth 250 lira each: Enrico Castro, Amirali
Azish, Ada Pak, Demir Mark Oktay, Doyoon
Kim, Jiwook Jung and Jhea Lee.

Next year will see some exciting changes for
our schools, with the move to the Cambridge
Curriculum in Zekeriyaköy and Etiler, resulting in some inspiring changes across teaching and learning. Furthermore, the adoption

approach to learning that uses Science, Technology, Engineering, the Arts and Mathematics as access points for guiding student inquiry, dialogue, and critical thinking, also
looks to bring some stimulating changes.
I wish to congratulate all pupils, teachers and
parents on a fantastic year. I wish you all a
well-deserved summer break and can’t wait
to work with you again next term.

Head of Mathematics Primary and Preschool

Doruk and Yunseul in 2M solved some
division problems

1B getting ready for multiplication by sorting bears
into equal groups some division problems

3B students use base ten blocks to practice division
by splitting large dividends into equal groups.

5F collecting their own running data to later produce
line graphs 1

Ashlyn and Arjun in 2M
worked together to try and
solve some money problems.
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Scott Murray
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EYFS2E - children making towers out of
3D shapes some division problems

EYFS2E - making patterns using natural
resources

Songhyun and Aaorhi worked together
to solve a division problem

Year 4 from Miss Lincoln_s class doing
some awesome fractions work.

NAT Y5 DECIMALS-1

EYFS2 E-Symmetry - making snowflakes

2021-22
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NAT Y5 - DECIMALS-2

Perimeter measuring around our school
with some of Miss Lincoln_s cool kidsout of natural materials, ready for her
friends to subitise the objects.

Yunseul and Songhyun putting their
brains together, to try and work out
duration

Working out costs for our class shop
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EYFS2 National - Tugba making a face
out of natural materials, ready for her
friends to subitise the objects.
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Creative Arts

Department
Scott Cosnett

Scott Cosnett
Head of Department
2021-22
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Lisa Mayer

Amor Cabato

Kelly Kapusuzoğlu

Despite the masks (not the dramatic
ones), it has been a great and ethical year
for Drama. It might have been tempting
to think that the masks would somehow
hamper students’ performances, but they
did not. Instead, the students adapted
and compensated and worked hard
to ensure that what was lost in facial
expression was more than made up for
in vocal and physical excellence. This
year has very much seen drama take on
a social commentary in the productions
undertaken. Year 8 students performed
extracts from ‘The Boy in the Striped
Pyjamas’. Year 9 students examined the
perspective and treatment of children with
Aspergers through ‘The Curious Incident
of the Dog in the Night-Time’, before
they created pieces of verbatim theatre
based on articles which tell the story of
individuals exposed to mistreatment,
war, corruption and displacement. Year
10 students created their own piece of
verbatim theatre based on the true story
of a young refugee displaced by war in
Afghanistan. And… Year 11 staged a piece
based on the story of a young girl who
lived through Apartheid… whilst… Year
12 students created a forum theatre-style
piece about George Floyd’s mistreatment
and the Black Lives Matter movement.

Creating Tension

Year 7 Drama (Mime unit)

Year 7 Drama (Mime unit)

Year 8 Drama (Conflict unit)
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Drama
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Pantomime Parody

Tragic Stories of Refugees

Pantomime Violence

Year 7 Drama (Puppet on a String)

Theatre of Issues
Year 8 Drama (Conflict unit)
2021-22
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Film

Art of Wes Anderson by Lia Zahar

French New Wave Influenced-Muzna
Shahjahan

Crime Drama Car Shot Muzna Shahjahan

Mishap Package Lands by Lia Zahar

Film Noir by Lia Zahar

YEARBOOK
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BISI’s first cohort of IB Film had nothing
to live up to… and yet… and yet... they
seemed to take this lack of a benchmark as
a challenge to create… well a benchmark…
oh and lots of great films. IB students
Muzna Shahjahan, Alice Mereyde, Lia Zahar
and Tudor Dumitru decided that the lack of
filmic history at the school was not going to
deter them. The students, between them,
created pieces which nodded and winked
at: film noir, horror, sci-fi, dystopian
fiction, mockumentary, documentary…
and… Wes Anderson, Quentin Tarantino,
Robert Wiene, Jean-Luc Goddard, Hayao
Miyazaki, Ridley Scott… and… Breathless,
Alien, Parasite, City of God, V for Vendetta,
Man with a Movie Camera, The Cabin in
the Woods, Shutter Island, Blade Runner
2049, Psycho, Vertigo, Jaws, The Cabinet
of Dr. Caligari, Nosferatu, Curse of the
Werewolf, Pan’s Labyrinth, Le Havre, The
Truman Show, The Usual Suspects, Seven,
Get Out, Metropolis, Up, Grand Budapest
Hotel…
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Graphic Features by Tudor Dumitru

Grungy Dystopia by Tudor Dumitru

2021-22

320

YEARBOOK

How to make Half Light by Tudor Dumitru

Mishap Focus on Tea by Lia Zahar

There was plenty of musical talent on
display once again this last year at BISI.
Noah Roosevelt (Year 13) cornered the
market in smooth, slick guitar riffs which
he ably dispatched before suitably awed
live audiences in his IB recitals. For most
of the year, whenever a chance presented
itself, talented pianist and IGCSE Music
student Hyunjun Park (Year 11) seized
upon the keys of the piano in the theatre,
dazzling anyone that might happen by.
There were multiple performances by
Jasur Makhkamov who wowed with his
high octane, thrash metal guitar approach
(sometimes accompanied with vocals) at
a range of showcase events. Emerging
piano talents Sara Ghasseemi (Year 10
- IGCSE Music student) and Eylül Kansiz
(Year 8) themselves took opportunities
at showcase events - to dazzle crowds.
Creative all-rounder Lia Zahar (Year 13)
showed another string to her bow when
she sang Cold Play’s ‘Yellow’ before
an astounded audience at the Winter
Showcase’. Lia was accompanied by
SeungJune Min (Year 13) on the guitar.
And budding guitarist Ryan Koyuncu (Year
9) showed signs of a promising musical
future at the school, when he accompanied
his acting performance with a guitar
performance that drove the tension at the

Budding Pianist

Jasur Makhkamov Live
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Music

end of the play ‘Branson’.
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Lia Zahar and Seungjune Min Live

2021-22
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Noah Y13 IB Music Recital

Y11 Music Firas Ben Alisa

Year 7 Ringtones

Year 8 Sea Shanties

Year 8 Sea Shanties

Year 9 Guitars
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Year 7 Ringtones
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displacement and race and these subjects
and others have focused learning and
skills in lessons to allow students to be
Visual artists at BISI have had a bumper year. inspired and take aim at unfairness and
IB visual artists displayed their thought- inequality in their work throughout the
provoking works on numerous occasions school.
and added Q&A sessions at the same time
to allow the audience to gain insights into
their thought processes. Exiting IB artists
set up their final exhibitions in March
and they did not disappoint. Process was
evident, as was influence and adaptation,
along with presentational ideas which
fed the concepts of the pieces. There
were further displays to be enjoyed in
March also with students from across the
An Audience with IB Artists 1
school displaying work of a high calibre,
with clear intentions, ranging from selfportraiture to embroidery. The outside
walls of the school were and indeed are
now still, at point of writing, adorned
with artistic riches that make a simple
walk to the football field or to the staff
room a pleasurable experience for the
eye and mind’s eye. Street art and spray
cans abound to leave lasting impressions
and strong social messages for all at BISI.
The school year in the Creative Arts has
been informed by a big push to highlight
Y8 James Chen Y7 Sorina Lloyd,
social matters like those concerning
Jenson Lloyd

Visual Art

2021-22
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An Audience with IB Artists 2

Y8 sketching Jae Yul Yu, Seo Ryun Oh, and
James Chen

Year 7 Art

IGCSE Art 11 - Mara - Acrylic on Paper

IB Visual Arts 12 - Mixed Media on Canvas

Y9 Lantern Design

IGCSE 10 Linocut Printing

An Audience with IB Artists 2
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IGCSE 11 Selin - Mixed Media
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Productions

Term 1 School Production: Branson
This year’s first school production:
‘Branson’, was a story very much in the
great tradition of the Hollywood Western,
a story that took influence from movies
like ‘True Grit’, ‘Pale Rider’, and ‘How
the West was Won’. The story took place
in the town of Branson (named after the
founding forefather Sheldon Branson a figure with his own dark history) and
centred on the good-natured Jim Ross and
his family who get caught up in a dispute
with developers, descendants of Sheldon
Branson, politicians and the wider town
when he refuses to sell his land to the
railway. To make matters worse, Jim also
falls foul of the infamous Jessie Isaacs
who is not known for her forgivin’ side.
The dedicated cast worked tirelessly, and
with the burden of restrictions brought
about by covid, to create a powerful and
strangely poignant piece about corruption,
big business and loss of traditional values
as a result of greed.

Term 2 School Production: The Tiger,
The Witches and the Cupboard
In ‘The Tiger, The Witches and The
Cupboard’, a group of amateur dramatists
set out to make their latest production.
As they set about making a beloved
children’s classic, things start to unravel
and go wrong as circumstances and their
own character flaws conspire to turn the
play on its head. Approximately 20 of
BISIs students took up multiple roles in
this extremely challenging play and they
did not disappoint. One of the hardest
things for some of the actors was trying
to act like a bad actor. Despite numerous
snow days and covid-related problems,
somehow The Brinkly Players were able
to put on their little production and steer
it through the choppy amateur dramatical
waters; and whilst it may not have been
the production that their director, Dr. Tom
Gobling, envisioned when they set out to
make it, it did at least make a point about
good eventually overcoming evil and
people getting what they deserve; well,
maybe it did… sort of…
Tiger, Witches, Cupboard - Olivia Ashitey

2021-22

326

YEARBOOK

Branson Any Last Words

Branson Curley and Jim

Branson_ Last Warning

Branson_ We Want What You Owe Us

Tiger, Witches, Cupboard Aslan is Loose

Tiger, Witches, Cupboard-Bob Gets Out

Tiger, Witches, Cupboard-Bob Threatens
the Director

Tiger, Witches, Cupboard - Ice Queen
Chases Dwarf
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Branson Posse on Trial
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Creative Arts
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Week
328
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There was also a piece of testimonial
theatre on display as students from IGCSE
Drama in Y11 staged a performance of a
real-life story of a young girl who lived
through Apartheid. The whole of Y9 also
highlighted big issues and performed
their own physical theatre pieces based
on true stories of corruption, inequality
and displacement .

IB Exhibition During Creative Arts Week

YEARBOOK
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mediums and formats. Another exhibition
of various work from across year groups
was displayed on the ground floor of
secondary and many outside walls were
adorned with edgy and sometimes
challenging art. The broad theme of the
week was ‘Peace’ and some of the murals
displayed on the walls outside underlined
important themes connected to inclusion
and displacement. During the week,
local artist Diana Page ran sessions for
a range of classes, highlighting relevant
themes linked to the week and providing
ideas about how they might be explored
through art. During the exhibition slots
and during breaks, musicians were given
opportunities to play and accompany some
of the art on display. Jasur Makhkamov
(Year 12) played an entire set devoted to
the theme of peace. The talented guitarist
unleashed songs with anti-war themes
from bands such as Metalica. IB Film
Jasur Makhkamov Sings and Plays War
students also displayed some of their
There was a lot going on during Creative latest films for audiences who looked at
Arts Week this year. BISI artists displayed works inspired by Wes Anderson and the
their work in a number of spaces with French New Wave. IB Theatre students
IB exhibitions being installed in the ran a forum theatre-style piece detailing
reception and library areas, with students the events leading up to the death of
exhibiting their work in a number of George Floyd in an interactive way.
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Piano and Art

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas 1

2021-22
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Testimonial Theatre

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas 2

Art Exhibition Creative Arts Week

Diana Page Helps Students

Give Me Shelter Activity
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Art Deconstructs Theatrics
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“Life is art and art is life.” - Cami, year 6
At BISI, the children work very hard to develop their artistic skills in a number of disciplines, including drawing, painting, printmaking, collage & sculpture. But art is about
so much more than building skills: it provides
an opportunity to express yourself creatively,
to share your feelings and elicit an emotional
response in return.

Zoë Cosnett

Primary Head of Creative Arts

Primary School

2021-22
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The famous artist, Pablo Picasso, said that
‘every child is an artist’, so I decided to consult with our very own BISI artists in order to
discover their views about creating art. They
had plenty to say about why art is so important to them.

2021-22
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Year 6 - Mural Project
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Inspired by a year 10 performance about the life of a child refugee who made the arduous and terrifying journey from Afghanistan to Britain, the year 6 children
have been working on a project to portray the difficulties faced by refugees around the world. The children wanted to capture the reasons people flee their
homes, the difficulties they face along their journey and their never ending hope for a safer life.
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Desiree Uys

Music in City Campus

Primary School

In music, Eyfs explored movement in music and playing with various Classroom
instruments. KS1 started to learn the basics of bucket drumming and had some fun with
the Boom whackers. In KS2 the students further explored Ukulele, Bucket Drums, Boom
whackers and Bands.
2021-22
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Alper Aksoy

Music in EYFS and Key Stage 1

Primary School

2021-22
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Throughout the year in music classes we always started with some chit chat and made
sure everyone was involved. As we know, music is all about expressing ourselves, so we
tried to get in there by doing vocal and body warm-ups. We learned how to control and
expand our breathing. We trained our voices as we know they are the best instruments.
We learnt many different songs, including some numbers from well-known musicals. We
deepened our understanding of musical culture and theory, meeting famous composers
who’ve shaped the world’s music, listening to their masterpieces, learning about reading
and writing music, getting used to the signs of music and practicing solfège. We played
fun games about music. We did body percussion, danced and in doing so improved our
motor skills. We learned many instruments by listening to and seeing them. We played
unpitched instruments by feeling the rhythm. We played instruments in groups, played
one by one and sang solos. We competed with each other, knowing that being the best
artist is all about being the kindest and the most caring human being.

2021-22
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Sean Dennison

Year 5 had a great start playing ukulele this year

Music in Key Stage 2

Primary School

Music Class is always a
positive experience
2021-22
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Playing music games improves
listening skills and strengthens
interpersonal relationships

Music literacy is
one of the basic
elements of music here at BISI

The National 6 class is mutitalented

Working in small groups to compose and perform can happen at
any age

Movement sparks creativitywhile still
having fun

Whole class compositions and performances are a staple of our music
experience at BISI
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Year 6 developed a rich experience while still having fun
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Sports

Department
Christian Hügel

Christian Hügel
Head of Department

2021-22
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Sharon Wasonga

Tyrone Koch

Sandra Scotland

A day in the PE Office
8 .25 Coffee meeting organized by Mr. Koch for PE team.
Ms Scotland delegated to tuck of war “Wake up Shake up” at 8.45am

YEARBOOK
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Mrs Wasonga sent for Cross country training at 9.55am
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Ms Yana was sent to a competition in the UK.

Mr Koch our runner in the department volunteered to cover the
Primary CC with Y3 to Y6 runners

While Mr. Appleby is training up our youth for secondary
javelin competitions
2021-22
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12.00 Mr. Koch making more coffee for
Lunch while supervising more races this
time secondary elite y10 IGCSE PE runners.

Mr. Huegel told not for the 1st time to carry his weight
and pull the correct way

Primary and Secondary elite Touch Rugby Club is on with
Coach Kai Gee Kee performing for a 200+ audience.

Our external coach Alex Ferguson and Sir Robson are taking
school boys and girls football teams to play IGA. Of course
we need a bit of upper body strength training first.

“City Campus BasketBall team is ready”
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Ms Scottland and Mr Koch coaching/refereeing the varsity
Basketball matches v. MEF
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Sports Day
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PRIMARY
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PRIMARY
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SECONDARY
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SECONDARY

Teacher’s
Relay Race
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Congratulations Elisa!
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Elisa represented BISI in the Istanbul school rhythmic
gymnastics competition. She came 1st in the European
side schools competition and 2nd in the European and
Asian schools combined.
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Football

with Turkey’s leading
blind players

2021-22
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Environment

Committee

2021-22
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Over the course of the pandemic, which has
shaped the past few years, our school was
forced to rely heavily on a range of singleuse, often plastic, items in order to keep a
safe, clean learning environment for our students. As life has slowly been going back to
normal at BISI over the past academic year,
one of the main goals of the Environment
Committee has been to negotiate safe ways
of reinstating reusables and, thus, minimising
plastic waste. Amongst our successes in this
area, the school has invested in reusable containers to portion out snacks and single-use
plastic containers are being phased out from
the canteen, where they were being used to
serve dessert.
After it was deemed safe for students to, once
again, bring in some basic items from home,
students across EYFS, Primary and Secondary have gotten excellent at remembering
to bring in their reusable water bottles. As
a result, the use of single-use plastic water
cups has been drastically reduced. In Secondary, the sale of reusable water bottles to students raised 860TL. This money will initially
be used to buy more reusable water bottles
to sell next year. We hope the revenue generated from these future sales could be donated to TEMA, an NGO working towards
reforestation and the protection of natural
habitats in Turkey. A particular congratulations to Year 5 students for their advertising
initiative as part of student-led action. After
discussing our Eco theme with the classes,

our students conveyed a message across the
school of needing to use more reusable water bottles instead of throwing away plastic
cups. They did this by designing a poster that
would capture the attention of students as
they walked through the Secondary building.
In their poster, there appeared a BISI student
drinking water from a water bottle. Each student used a blank template of the poster and
personalised it with a picture of themselves.
We assembled the posters together for an effective finish. See the amazing results in the
photos - well done everyone!
Across the school, we have also been learning
about food waste and its potentially devastating impact on the environment. As a part
of this, the Environment Committee has negotiated a trial system where children empty
their own dishes after lunch. The aim of this is
to help children become more aware of how
much food is wasted, as well as to build respect for our cleaning staff, who continuously
work so hard to help keep our school safe and
clean.
As a school, BISI has also undertaken a range
of other notable initiatives to help raise our
students’ awareness of the environment and
how we, as individuals, can impact the environment this year. This has been integrated
into the curriculum and addressed through
special events, such as Primary Science Day,
which focused on plastic waste and why it’s
important to keep this out of our oceans.

Some students in Key Stage 1 also joined the
Outdoor Environment Club where they made
bird feeders to help ensure the birds were
able to find food. Classes across Primary and
EYFS have been collecting waste to reuse in
art and DT projects. Year 2 even found ways of
reusing their waste to decorate their Christmas tree.
The members of the Environment Committee are eagerly looking forward to continuing
our work next year. We strive to help develop
our students’ understanding and awareness
of how we can impact the environment and
make positive changes every day. By acting
on our guiding slogan of “Think Global - Act
Local”, we are aiming to continue to find ways
that BISI can positively impact our local community in the future.

Katrine Davidsen,
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On behalf of the Environment Committee
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Race and Inclusion

Committee

At the beginning of the 2020 Academic year
staff from all sections of the school participated in a workshop on ‘Microaggressions’
from which emerged several ideas on the way
international schools are not the post-racist
or post-discrimination environments they
appear to be. The Race and Inclusion Committee (RICBISI) was formed after this and a
staff, student and parent survey on questions
of race and inclusion at BISI was conducted,
which revealed some enlightening and useful views and data. The committee then developed a carefully considered and consensual Whole School Development Plan for the
2021-22 academic year, which was accepted
by the Senior Leadership Team.

Kelly Kapusoglu.
- A Student Race and Inclusion Committee
(SRIC), composed of students in Years 10-13,
was formed and started meeting regularly.
This committee played a large role in organising events during the month, ıncluding a bake
sale, ribbon sales on International Women’s
Day and an art competition across all sections
of the school on ‘A Woman I admire’.
- All funds raised during Women’s History
Month are to support the education for two
years at least of a young girl, Catherine, at
Stepping Stones International Primary School
in Malawi.

During the 2021-22 year there were a series - RICBISI updated relevant school policies to
of events and activities organised to meet the ensure that they reflect and support the aims
objectives set in the Development Plan:
of the race and inclusion process at BISI.
- The year began with In Service Training on - A curriculum audit was conducted in Secrace and ınclusion for all staff with Damali ondary and at time of writing Primary and NaEastmond-Scott.
tional Schools are considering how they can
continue to include pedagogical approaches
- Black History Month in October drew atten- and resources which include diverse resourction to the often overlooked high achievers es and perspectives in their new curricula for
amongst people of colour.
2022-23.

2021-22
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- During Black History Month, international
graffiti artist, Yat, completed a mural, entitled
‘It’s never too late to do the right thing’, on a
wall adjacent to the football pitch. Students
in KS3 continued in the theme with more murals alongside, co-ordinated by art teacher,

- We have had discussions with the PTA and
hope to have more involvement from parents
as we move ahead.
- A new survey on Race and Inclusion is being
designed and will go out to all sections of the

community at the beginning of the 2022-23
academic year.
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Thank you to all who participated in conversations and contributed to the growth of
awareness and consistent action in our community’s progress towards being more actively inclusive.
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Halloween

PROM
2022

2021-22
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You don’t just TEACH

You INSPIRE

You don’t just TEACH

2021-22
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You INSPIRE
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In Memory of Kayato Turhan

The sudden departure of someone loved is always a sad and emotional wrench. But when a friend that we have loved leaves
us without being able to say goodbye, then the pain is doubly felt. This was the case with Kayato Turhan. He was a friend who
made us smile and gave us joy. He was a friend whose passion for basketball and gaming was infectious. His departure from our
lives will never be easy and his presence with us never forgotten.
Thank you for sharing your fun, your joy of life and your friendship Kayato. Rest in peace and know your memory lives on in all
of us who were lucky enough to call you a friend and dear student. Thank you for the passes and the highs. You are in our hearts
and minds and are very much missed.

Thanks

We come to the end of another year. A year of victories and defeats, joys and sorrows, art and music, work and play. A year that was
disturbed by the COVID-19 pandemic. It was a year of learning, realization, growth and development. Thus, with immense pleasure,
we bring to our readers all these moments captured in the 2021-22 issue of The Year Book.
In this edition, we have tried to capture this year‘s excitement and activities. I do hope that the magazine encourages many more
students to use it as a platform to express their creativities. I earnestly hope that each one enjoys this journey while turning these
pages.
I would like to thank everybody in our school community. Your time and effort has helped me to create this year’s yearbook. I would
like to thank the following people whose contributions and assistance I have greatly appreciated.
1. David Mayer
2. Gökçe Cinisli
3. Selin DeMoor (Cover Page design)

Jeevesh Kumar

Yearbook Coordinator
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