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YEARBOOK

THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS
The Board of Governors would like to thank the entire BISI community for
their support and understanding during a very challenging year.
We commend the staff for working so hard to develop and optimise an online teaching system to support our students.
We congratulate everyone on attaining our re-accreditation!!!!
We wish you a healthy and restful summer and look forward to seeing you all
in September.

The Board of Governors
boardofgovernors@bis.k12.tr
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Message from
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the

BRITISH

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

I S T A N B U L

The British International School Istanbul is the leading private international School in Turkey, offering a modified English National Curriculum, IGCSE and the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme.
It is the first and only school in Istanbul to simultaneously hold accredited school status with the Council of International Schools, the Council of British International Schools and the Middle States Association Commission On Elementary and Secondary Schools.
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“Eruditio Limites Permeat”
Education transcends boundaries
YEARBOOK

CIS

TEAM VISIT

The British International School
Istanbul was granted
re-accreditation by CIS on
30 March.

BISI is accredited to MSA and this will remain
in place until May 2025.
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BOTANICAL GARDEN
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BOTANICAL GARDEN

BOTANICAL GARDEN

BISI

Welcome to

BISI

The British International School Istanbul has a

As world citizens we celebrate both our shared

extensive range of extra-curricular activities,

worldwide reputation for the education it pro-

humanity and cultural diversity. We are a co-

both after school and timetabled.

vides. It is a leading private international School

educational community that includes students

Our PTA is an active body that plays a major role

in Turkey, offering a modified English National

from over 55 nationalities, between the ages

in the development of our school.

Curriculum, IGCSE and the International Bacca-

of 2 ½ to 18 years. We place a great emphasis

laureate Diploma Programme.

upon the acquisition of languages and offer Ger-

We are an academic school and we send our
graduates to universities throughout the world,
predominantly to the UK and USA. BISI now encompasses a National School catering to Turkish families who, whilst wishing to maintain the
Turkish National Curriculum also seek an international aspect to the education their children
receive. Our ethos is welcoming and embracing.
We inspire student enthusiasm, confidence, and
independence and we welcome new students
throughout the year. We seek to instil in all of
our students an awareness and esteem of different cultures, beliefs, skills, values and personalities.

to our foreign languages, we also offer excellent support for English as a Second Language;
students who join us with very limited English
quickly reach the stage where they are fully
able to access our curriculum. We are a partiallyselective school and are fortunate to be able to
offer learning support throughout both the Primary and Secondary Schools.
We have an excellent Creative Arts programme
and offer Music, Theatre and Visual Arts in the IB
Diploma Programme. We also have a very strong
Physical Education Department boasting school
teams in several sports. In addition we offer an

2019-20
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man, Spanish, French and Turkish. In addition

YEARBOOK

the CIE International General Certificate of Sec-

Our accreditations are your guarantee of the

students, staff and leadership teams all work-

ondary Education. Additionally, the internation-

quality of education we provide at the British

ing together to make our school great. We have

al section of BISI is fully accredited by the Coun-

International School Istanbul.

a City Campus for Pre School and Primary and

cil of British International Schools, the Council

a purpose-built campus at Zekeriyaköy for Pre

of International Schools and the New England

School, Primary and Secondary, just four miles

Association of Schools and Colleges. These au-

from the Black Sea and close to the beautiful

gust bodies have looked at every aspect of our

Belgrade Forest. The British International School

operations in minute detail and found us to be

Istanbul is an International Baccalaureate World

operating at the standards required of the top

School authorised to deliver the IB Full Diploma

international schools throughout the world. BISI

Programme. We are also an authorised centre for

is, to date, the only school in Istanbul to achieve

Cambridge International Examinations, offering

accreditation by all three of these bodies.

YEARBOOK
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BISI is a happy, caring community with parents,
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BISI

The Guiding Statements

BISI

Vision and Mission
Our school provides a safe and caring international environment that celebrates cultural diversity.
Students have the opportunity to achieve their full academic potential and to become lifelong
learners and responsible citizens of the global community.

Definition of Internationalism/Interculturalism
We aim to develop understanding and mutual respect of all nationalities within our community,
allowing us to explore the beliefs, values and circumstances of all cultures. We believe our internationalism provides better learning, acceptance, and a holistic approach to the fact that wonder
and greatness comes from the diversity of difference.

Definition of High Quality Learning
Students can articulate their learning journey, accurately reflect upon their progress within an engaging enrichment programme, and successfully manage, synthesize and interpret new concepts
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at a high standard.
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BISI

The Board of

GOVERNORS

Erdal
Sezen

Alexandra
Sezen

Nazım Ünsal
Abuşoğlu

Erik
Klomp

Levent
Kafkaslı

Chairman of the
Board

Permanent Board
Member

Permanent Board
Member

Board Member

Board Member

The BISI Board of Govenors is actively involved in the running of the school and gathers on a monthly basis to discuss all school-related matters.
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If you wish to contact the board, please email : boardofgovernors@bis.k12.tr

15

16

2019-20

The Senior
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LEADERSHIP TEAM

Secondary School Director

Secondary School Deputy Director

WILLIAM BRADLEY

RICHARD ROBINSON

w.bradley@bisistanbul.org

r.robinson@bisistanbul.org

Pre/Primary School Deputy Director

RICHARD I’ANSON

ALISON GÜZEL

r.ianson@bisistanbul.org

a.guzel@bisistanbul.org

National School Principal

National Middle School Principal

MELTEM PAMUK

GÜLŞAH DÖVER

m.pamuk@bisistanbul.org

g.dover@bisistanbul.org
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Pre/Primary School Director
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Secondary School

DIRECTOR
Usually I write these pieces for the year book by

closed since 16 March and it is looking unlikely

them individually but there are just a few who I

going back through the calendar and looking at

that it will reopen during the current academic

really do want to thank for the help and support

the highlights of the year. This year is something

year. Our teachers have been doing a superb job

they have given to me:

of an exception though. Yes, there were some

of preparing lessons and delivering them online

highlights - our Trip’s Week and the School Pro-

and our students have risen to the challenge and

Mr Erdal Sezen, the Chairman of the Board, gave

duction of War of the Worlds come to mind as be-

done an equally fantastic job of keeping up with

me my chance ten years ago, he put his faith in

ing hugely successful. But there is one thing that

their learning in these trying and difficult circum-

me and has supported me throughout my time at

this year will be remembered for more than any-

stances.

BISI. I have always been grateful to him for giv-

thing - Coronavirus!

ing me the opportunity not only to join and lead
BISI but to have ten incredibly happy years at the

This has had such an impact upon the entire world

derful years as Director of Secondary, I have met

helm. Joining Erdal in her unstinting support of

- at the time of writing three and a half million

so many fabulous people from all strands of our

me is Alexandra Sezen, a lady that I have turned

people are known to have been infected with

community, people on the Board, on the SLT,

to on many occasions to ask for advice and help.

the disease and, tragically, a quarter of a million

Teachers, support staff, members of the PTA, Par-

Alexandra has always been happy to talk with me

people have died across the world. BISI has been

ents and students, far too many for me to name

and support me as I worked to improve the school
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2020 is my final year at BISI. I have had ten won-

YEARBOOK

over the years. Her love for this school is abso-

sure that, with Richard Robinson taking over my

But my time has come, I have to stop now.

lute, she is proud of the school and proud of eve-

position next year and Russell Gunnell joining the

I love BISI, I loved it when I started here on 15 Au-

rything we have attained over the years and she

team they will continue to push BISI forwards to

gust 2010 and I love it today. I will watch its pro-

has been brilliant to work for. Similarly some

maintain the constant school improvement which

gress from my little Greek Island home.

of the Board Members over the years have been

is the goal and hallmark of accreditation.

extremely supportive and helpful to me, in par-

And I will miss it.

ticular Erik Klomp and Unsal Abusoglu have been

I have a word limit of 500 words for this piece and

there for me right from the very start of my time

am already a hundred words beyond it, I wanted

at BISI.

to go on and talk about the wonderful teaching

WILLIAM BRADLEY
w.bradley@bisistanbul.org

the last 10 years, about the fabulous students I

the years have been Richard I’Anson, Richard Rob-

have had the pleasure to meet as they took their

inson, Amanda Ilhan, Helen Kiran, and in the last

journey through secondary school and of whom I

year or so Victoria Sykes and Alison Guzel. These

have often said “These are the best group of stu-

people have been exceptional and have been

dents I have known in all my years of teaching”, I

more like a family group than a team of colleagues.

wanted to talk about the PTA members and about

Amanda and Helen have moved on, eventually to

how things have changed over the years because

be replaced by Alison and Victoria and the team

of successive PTA leaders who have been enor-

continues to work for the benefit of the school.

mously supportive of the school and what we are

They have led the school through five accredita-

trying to do. I wanted to talk about so many of

tions during my tenure; CIS twice, NEASC, MSA

the auxiliary and support staff who did everything

and COBIS and planning is already in hand for re-

they could to help me; those who have moved on,

accreditation by COBIS next year. Working with

those who have joined the school and those who

this small group of people for continuing school

are still here. I really do appreciate the help eve-

improvement has been a real honour and I am

ryone of you has given me.

YEARBOOK
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The people I have worked most closely with over

Selin DeMoor

staff that I have been privileged to work with for
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Secondary School

DEPUTY DIRECTOR
After fifteen years at BISI I thought I’d seen it all.

to have a big impact on our lives and the school

to make this school year a success despite the

And then 2020 happened.

and so we began to plan for some of the possible

many challenges. As Mark Twain put it:

outcomes. Friday 13th March was the last day we

“The dictionary is the only place where success

The school year started very well; everyone get-

were all in school together. Shortly after this the

comes before work.”

ting back together after the summer break and

IGCSE and IB exams were cancelled.

admiring the beautiful new green, welcoming

Let’s hope that we can all work together to make
Since then both students and staff have done an

the 2020-21 academic year an exceptional suc-

dents traveling around Turkey and to Poland. We

amazing job continuing teaching and learning on-

cess for everyone at BISI.

had the usual sports competitions, our sports day,

line and quickly adapting to these unprecedented

mufti days to raise money for charities, JMUN, the

circumstances. We are all making the best of the

school production - War of the Worlds, the IGCSE

situation we find ourselves in but I’m sure we are

awards, the ski trip and Global Community Day.

all looking forward to the day we can be togeth-

All these events and more can be seen in this

er again at school - although we will need to do

2019-20 Yearbook.

things differently for some time to come.

In February we realised that the virus was going

Staff, students and parents have worked so hard
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new families, our amazing trips week with stu-

YEARBOOK

RICHARD ROBINSON
r.robinson@bisistanbul.org

Pre School & Primary

DIRECTOR
sions.

our parents for organising fantastic food courts at

ed school year. Everything started off according to

The PTA was set up this year at both the City and

both campuses.

plan with the electing of members for the Student

Zekeriyaköy Campuses with regular meetings for

Councils at both the City and Zekeriyaköy Cam-

members. These groups offer huge support to the

There are many other events and celebrations

puses. These are groups of students from Years

school to enhance the experiences for our stu-

that took place, including National Day, Hallow-

Three to Six who represent the Primary student

dents. They helped to get the year off to a good

een, Atatürk Memorial Day, Autumn Festival and

body. Their aim is to collect ideas and sugges-

start by organising open days for new and exist-

Teachers’ Day. They are all important and remind

tions to improve the school and to raise money

ing families. There were presentations from key

us that we are part of a local and global commu-

for charity projects in Turkey. Our sporting year

members of staff and activities fairs. The next

nity.

opened with the students nominating themselves

event was the Winter Bazaar where the parents

for Captains and Vice Captains of Maple, Oak and

set up a coffee shop and sold drinks and delicious

The accreditation process has become a part of

Cedar Houses. The successful candidates encour-

cakes. Global Citizens Day is certainly one of my

BISI and this year was particularly significant for

aged members in their Houses to participate in

favourite events of the year. This gives our com-

our school. Our CIS/MSA Accreditation Team visit

the Key Stage One and Key Stage Two sports days,

munity the opportunity to celebrate the cultural

took place and every member of the community

as well as during charity work and special occa-

diversity of our school. A very big thank you to

worked hard to ensure our success.

YEARBOOK
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It has certainly been an interesting and unexpect-
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We were pleased that the school was reaccred-

will be returning, we look forward to seeing you

ited by both CIS and MSA, which is a tremendous

in September.

achievement and a testament to the hard work,
and commitment of our staff.
We made it to 120 days in school and then everything changed. COVID-19 became part of live and
the school closed. However, this was not an end of
the education for our students. Online education
started immediately and we all had to adapt to
this new way of teaching and learning. Although
we know that this doesn’t replace the classroom
environment, students, teachers and parents did
a tremendous job to ensure that the curriculum
continued in the best way that it could in order
for them to be ready to move on to the next stage
of their learning in September. We are all looking
forward to getting back to school so that we can
see our colleagues and students face to face, rather than remotely on an electronic device.
Thank you to all the staff for working so hard this
year under these difficult and challenging circumstances. We wish those families who are moving,

22

2019-20

all the best for the future. For those families who

YEARBOOK

RICHARD I’ANSON
r.ianson@bisistanbul.org

Primary School

DEPUTY DIRECTOR
This year has been a time of change and chal-

been further enhanced by being part of our annu-

CIS and MSA is one my highlights of this year.

lenges for me, and I’m sure for many of us.

al celebrations on both of our campuses. Events

Another source of pride for me has been the re-

such as Sports Days, Autumn Festival, Halloween,

action of our EYFS and Primary department dur-

After being a class teacher for nearly thirty years,

Winter Bazaar, and my favourite day of the year,

ing the challenging times we have all faced since

I started this year without a class of my own, and

Global Citizens Day, really help us all to celebrate

February when the impact of the virus became

whilst this felt unusual at first, I soon realised

the diversity of our community, and reinforce the

evident. I feel the staff, students and parents have

that it had given me a great opportunity to fur-

strong links between all sections of our commu-

yet again proved their strength and dedication to

ther develop my role that I had been doing as City

nity that we have nurtured over many years. This

ensure that our students continued education and

Campus Co-ordinator. I was now able to work with

is what makes BISI such a strong and supportive

well being in these difficult times was paramount.

and support every EYFS and Primary National and

community and why I love working as part of it.

International student and their parents, both on

I am looking forward to the new 2020-21 academic

our City and Zekeriaköy campuses. Indeed, one of

Several times over this year I have been proud

year, where we can all be together again in person

the highlights for me this year has been getting

to be part of our BISI community and the sup-

and continue to work together as a community.

to know and work with our Zekeriaköy families.

port each section gives to each other. The com-

Developing and strengthening my relationships

bined efforts of staff, students and parents work-

with all of our students, staff and parents has

ing together to successfully be re-accredited by

ALISON GÜZEL

YEARBOOK
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a.guzel@bisistanbul.org
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National School

PRINCIPAL
As Pre-Primary School Principal of the National

teachers in every year group. The same quality of

subjects are taught by experienced teachers with-

School at BISI, it is my pleasure to welcome you

education will be applied to the Middle School

in and beyond the classroom environment by giv-

to our campus in Zekeriyaköy through these year-

next year and seeing the continual growth of our

ing students the opportunity to apply their skills

book pages. The National School, which officially

community makes me happy to imagine the fu-

within a broad range of educational settings such

opened its doors three years ago, currently offers

ture. With plans to expand further into Secondary

as school trips, access to the Botanical Garden for

a combined curriculum in Pre-school and Primary

education in the coming years, we look forward to

outdoor study, creative performances, extra-cur-

education within an established international set-

welcoming new students to our school community,

ricular activities, and private after-school clubs.

ting for both Turkish and international students

offering them the highest quality of unique educa-

Our students benefit enormously by choosing

and is also preparing to open a Middle School

tion within a blended international environment.

from a variety of activities each term to enrich

for the upcoming 2020-2021 educational year.

their learning experience and develop their unWe are proud of the education we provide and
our main objective is to ensure students engage

which comprises of the Turkish Ministry of Educa-

with the combined curriculum on offer. Subjects

tion Curriculum and the British National Curricu-

include English, Maths, Science, Humanities, Turk-

lum, with native English and native Turkish class

ish, Physical Education and Creative Arts. These

24

2019-20

Our National School offers students an education

YEARBOOK

derstanding of themselves and their environment.

We’re very committed to the wellbeing of our

With the continual development and expansion

students and we have established the Na-

of our National School, we look forward to shar-

tional School Counselling Department, whi-

ing our successes with you in the upcoming years.

ich is dedicated to our students and their
development, both academically and emotion-

MELTEM PAMUK

ally. Members of the department and I are al-

m.pamuk@bisistanbul.org

ways happy to talk directly to parents in our
community to discuss any needs and expectations regarding the education of their children.
This year has been unlike any other academic
school year and while the pandemic set us all
challenges and delayed many planned activities
in schools worldwide, we’re extremely proud of
the hard work and dedication of our teaching
staff and students, who remained resilient and
focused while continuing with a remote education programme during such a difficult time.
When the time comes for us to safely engage in
daily school life again, we will be very happy to
warmly welcome our school community back to
campus, as well as prospective parents and students who wish to visit and experience our learn-

YEARBOOK
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ing environment and facilities for themselves.
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National Middle School

PRINCIPAL

ademic year, the National Middle School will start

extracurricular activities help us achieve our aim

the school has undergone many changes. There

education. The same quality of education will be

of giving our students the opportunity to become

have been good times and there have been chal-

applied to the Middle School. BISI plans to expand

lifelong learners and responsible global citizens.

lenging times due to the pandemic all over the

further into Secondary education in the coming

Our students have the chance to celebrate and

world. However, the BISI community has been a

years and, we look forward to welcoming new

respect different cultures through our combined

constant positive presence and source of support.

students to our school community, offering them

curriculum. Beyond the classroom teaching hours,

The staff, students and parents worked together

the highest quality of unique education within a

there are wonderful opportunities throughout the

to make BISI a safe and friendly environment for

blended international environment. Our National

academic year for students to participate in sport-

both teaching and learning. The students and the

Middle School offers students an education which

ing activities, trips, celebrations of important days

staff looked forward to coming to school each

comprises of the Turkish Ministry of Education

through, assemblies, ceremonies, performances

morning with great joy.

Curriculum and the British National Curriculum,

and charity fund-raising events. The PTA has a

The National School, which started education

with native English and, bilingual Turkish subject

regular and important role in many of our activi-

three years ago, has offered a combined curricu-

teachers in every year group. The BISI National

ties and supports us throuthout the school year.

lum in Pre-school and Primary education within an

Middle School will provides both the Turkish and

established international setting for both Turkish

the English curriculum at the same time for our

and international students. In the 2020-2021 ac-

students. The academic programmes and range of

26
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Since I first joined BISI as Middle School Principal,

YEARBOOK

The National Middle School Counselling Depart-

in the 2020-2021 academic year.

ment will continue working with students and

Kind regards,

their development, both academically and emotionally. Our counsellor also provides parents
workshops, individual sessions with students and

GÜLŞAH DÖVER
g.dover@bisistanbul.org

parents, teacher training and bulletins for parents. As The National Middle School staff, we are
always open to everyone to discuss any needs
and expectations regarding the education of our
students.
As you all know, this academic year has been very
different from what we had all expected. Our students, teachers and parents cooperated very well
to overcome the situation. When the time comes
for us to safely engage in daily school life once
again, we will be very glad to welcome our school
community back to campus.
I hope you have enjoyed looking back at all the
highlights of the academic year in 2019-2020
that are recorded in this year-book. I would like
to thank all our teachers, students, parents and
other staff for making this school year so exciting

YEARBOOK
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and successful. I look forward to seeing you again
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Dean of

STUDENTS

Zekeriyaköy
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Sandra Scotland
YEARBOOK

Campus

COORDINATORS

Etiler

Zekeriyaköy

Carolyn Güven & Lynne Jenkins

Zekeriyaköy Pre School & Primary
CAMPUS COORDINATOR
Most people know that I love my role as Campus

Together

fundraising

As the weather became cooler, we set up a hot

Coordinator. As well as making sure that the day

events. The year started with a food drive for Au-

chocolate stand, which was warmly welcomed by

runs smoothly as possible on our campus, I am

tumn Festival, where we received a record break-

all children.

also lucky enough to be involved in organizing

ing amount of goods for TIDER food banks. Hal-

and coordinating so many more things.

loween was a great success, we set up a haunted

Our Global citizen week was fantastic, it was fo-

house, dressed up and raised money for TIDER. It

cused on the Global Goal 12 (responsible con-

was so much fun.

sumption and production). This year, we started

Working with the Student Council is a real joy,

we

organised

several

Lynne Jenkins

their enthusiasm and inventiveness is a real in-

off with a slightly different twist to the Wonderful
Our biggest charity event was of course the

PTA and Parents food court. We worked hard and

ready to try out new things.

Winter Bazaar, the Pre and Primary school was

worked alongside the Environmental committee

This year, we decided to just focus on one charity

changed into a Winter Wonderland, with our

to succeed with having almost no waste! Fantastic

that linked in so well with all our School’s Guid-

fantastic teachers creating Seasonal activities in

effort! The week continued with great activities in

ing statements. We chose TIDER, a local Turkish

their classrooms. The ‘entrance fee” was a Win-

class supporting tour chosen Global Goal.

charity that provides food banks for the needy in

ter Warmer and every child brought in a socks,

Istanbul, food for street animals and composting

gloves or a hat, again for TIDER. The gym became

Although the year has been cut short, I am already

projects.

a huge bazaar with outside vendors selling Sea-

looking forward to my role as Campus Coordinator

sonal gifts, and yummy food. Thanks to Ms Gamze

in the upcoming year and am excited to continue

The student Council worked hard to spread the

who helped organise all of this, what would I do

working with such brilliant teachers and wonder-

message NOT ME, our Charity motto.

without her?

ful students and supportive parents!

YEARBOOK
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spiration. They always have great ideas and are
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Administrative

DEPARTMENTS

Oya Tokdemir
BISI Support Team

Mesut Bozkuş
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IT Department

YEARBOOK

Esra Cankurt

Deputy Principal-Zek Campus

Hasan Orsay

Campus Manager - Zek

Victoria Sykes

Communications Department

Tuba Güven

Director of Admissions

Nevin Şahinkaya

BISI Support Team & Admissions
Officer

Selay Tarım

Marketing & CRM Manager

Songül Bulut

Teacher Liaison Officer

Arzu Köstem

Deputy Principal - City Campus

Administrative

DEPARTMENTS

Mustafa Koç

Technology & Software Development

Engin Kuru
IT Department

City Administrative Staff
Göksel Koban, Tülin Karabalık, Arzu Köstem, Oya Tokdemir, Rumeysa Utku,
Tamar Batri

Mehmet Öcal

Digital Marketing Dept.

Eda Akdoğan

Digital Marketing Dept.

Selay Tarım

Digital Marketing Dept.

Zekeriyaköy Administrative Staff
Victoria Sykes, Aynur Kaban , Mesut Bozkuş, Nerihan Haskan, Şükran Uzun
Ayşegül Altıparmak, Lüset Milas, Yasemin Eryüksel & Sibel Eryüksel
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Aytaç Korkmaz

Technology & Software Development
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Administrative

DEPARTMENTS

Zekeriyaköy Auxiliary Staff
Ümit Odabaş, Mehmet Er, Yusuf Kavun, Volkan Yılmaz, Yılmaz Özmen, Recep Muştu, Ahmet
Ginyol, Tacettin Pusat, Ersin Demir | Fatmanur Özbek, Ayşe Aytürk, Ayşe Kavraz, Melahat Güman, Hamide Baydenk, Necmiye Köse, Şima Sena Cevahiroğlu | Semiha Kaya, Nermin Kargılı,
Neşe Kaya, Hasan Orsoy, Aysel Yılmaz, Selma Kartum, Sevda Memiş

Finance Department
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Haşim Taş, Bülent Haberal, Sevil Davulcu, Ferhat Ginyol & Erol Akinci.

YEARBOOK

City Auxiliary Staff
Kadife Saraç, Havva Saraç, Nuray Kılıç,
Süreyya Küse, Ayşe Poskıranlıoğlu

Zek Campus-Security

City Campus-Security

Yonca Köker & Muharrem Öztürk

Ahmet Çelik & Hasan Kozalak

Academic

STAFF

COORDINATORS

Key Stage

(Left to Right)
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Katya Skoudy (IGCSE Coordinator), Ángela Pérez (KS3 Coordinator), Seef Eddeen Marsden (IB Coordinator),
Lija Rieksts (EYFS Curriculum Coordinator), Cara Frigeri (Curriculum Coordinator)

YEARBOOK

PRIMARY

Heads of Department

Row-1(Left to Right)
Julie Eşiyok (Geography & History), Heather Bowen (English), Scott Murray (Mathematics), Agnieszka Hügel (Learning
Support) & Dorothy Gwillim (MFL)

Row-2(Left to Right)

YEARBOOK

2019-20

Christian Hügel (Physical Education), Zoë Cosnett (Creative Arts) & James Appleby (Science and Computing)
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SECONDARY

Heads of Department

Row-1(Left to Right)
Taylan Çeltik (Mathematics), Christian Hügel (Sports), Agnieszka Hügel (Learning Support), Scott Cosnett (Creative
Arts)

Row-2(Left to Right)
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Robert Somers (Humanities), Gabriella Davutoğlu (MFL), Michael Tarbuck (Science), Russell Gunnell (English)

YEARBOOK

Academic Staff

PRIMARY

Row-1(Left to Right)
David Scarff, Marcus McCann, Christian Hügel, Anne Kurt, Agnieszka Hügel, Carolyn Güven, Zoë Cosnett, Heather Bowen, Vincent di Placido, Gülşah Döver, Richard
I’Anson, Meltem Pamuk, Martin Boardman, Çiğdem Dwyer, Leda Davulciyan, Fulya Esen, Julie Eşiyok, Rachael Blackburn, Lauren Walsh, Neslihan Toksöz, Eda Kocaman, Zehra Yılmaz, Emilia Battye

Row-2(Left to Right)

Row-3(Left to Right)

2019-20

Phylicia Chin, Alisa Lorenz, Michelle Williams, Lorraine Anderson, Kim Sharratt, Julianne Aycan, Emma Feltham, Emily Newman, Scott Murray, Dorothy Gwillim,
Charlotte McQuaid, Lija Rieksts, Karen Lloyd, Meltem Vurkun, Neslihan Maden, Derya Koral, Joseph Duffin, Gökçenur İnan, Şevval Çiçek, Katrine Davidsen, Aynur
Taban, Ece Altınel

YEARBOOK
James Appleby, Desiree Uys, Cliodhna Hanley, Amelia Verralls, Jackie Goudy, Hatice Girgin, Joanne Sutherland-Smith, Lynne Jenkins, Alison Güzel,
Jane Adesanya,
Lizzie Lincoln, Aslı Anil, Melisa Gümüş, Gül Orerler, Tamar Batri, Yasemin Eryüksel, Cara Frigeri, Şükran Uzun, Gamze Güreli, Kübra Canca
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Academic Staff

SECONDARY

Row-1(Left to Right)
Mark Muller, Christian Hügel, Russell Gunnell, Scott Cosnett, Taylan Çeltik, Agnieszka Hügel, Joshua Kinnear, Michael Leaver, Seef Eddeen Marsden, Richard
Robinson, Michael Barnes, Martyn Parry, David Mayer & Clive Rudd

Row-2(Left to Right)
Fiona Lewis, Gemma Parkinson, Andrea Pilski, Gheorghe Fieraru, Nursena Kamaş, Sunil Gusain, Michael Tarbuck, Robert Somers, William Bradley, Elif Cankurt,
Nerihan Haskan, Darren Clark, Ángela Pérez, Mesut Bozkuş & Jeevesh Kumar

2019-20

Row-3(Left to Right)

Kapusuzoğlu, Joan Christianssen, Irina Fieraru, Kathleen Hawthorne, Laura Powell, Sandra Scotland, Lisa Mayer, Gabriella Davutoğlu, Ana María Vásquez,
YEARBOOK
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Marien Bemi, Amor Cabato, Gülşah Döver, Katya Skoudy, Farah Elemara, Duygu Gümüş, Sibel Eryüksel & Ayşegül Altıparmak

Academic Staff

NATIONAL SCHOOL

Row-1(Left to Right)
Christian Hügel, Vincent di Placido, Karen Lloyd, Şevval Çiçek, Zehra Yılmaz, Lynne Jenkins, Lauren Walsh, Neslihan Toksöz, Eda Kocaman, Rachael Blackburn, Laura
Powell, Joshua Kinnear

Row-2(Left to Right)

YEARBOOK

2019-20

Katrine Davidsen, Alison Güzel, Cara Frigeri, Gülşah Döver, Richard I’Anson, Meltem Pamuk, Aynur Kaban, Emilia Battye, Gökçe Nur Inan, Joseph Duffin, Cliodhna
Hanley
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BISI

PTA

Parents Involvement

BISI PTA started excitedly and productively in

brations of the National school. We will all look

under the banner of Environmental Awareness.

September 2019 with our fabulous BISI Welcome

forward to continuing and fostering this positive

I am proud to say that by working together our

Day which the school itself organised this year

environment.

waste was next to nothing and all excess food
shared with staff and our darling street dogs.

along with external activities which PTA organised to work alongside the BISI Welcome Day, a

Our Winter Bazaar Café in December was a bril-

fabulous and successful event which will now be

liant success, we serviced our BISI community

Beginning January BISI Careers Fair was off to a

a flag event for coming years.

proudly with our coffee, hot chocolate of course

great and busy start, this year working in teams

fabulous cakes. Yes, we made good money and

with students – such a fabulous experience. Sad-

The team heading our PTA this year was done dif-

YES, we were all totally exhausted by the end of

ly, the Careers Fair had to be cancelled two days

ferently. Each area of the school such as Primary,

it!

before it was due to be held. We were all very
disappointed, however this didn’t take away from

Secondary and National had its own Chairperson. This was a complete success, we worked ex-

Mehtap Payne headed an urgent “Relief Collec-

what had already been done and what will be

tremely well together which in turn allowed us all

tion for the Eastern Turkey Earthquake” with help

done next year!

to work as a strong team helping each other with

of PTA and staff. A job well done which was very

of course the expert help of our Secretary and

much appreciated by those in need.

BANG!!!! Then in March 2020 COVID-19 stepped
in and changed our school “on campus” environ-

Treasurer. A very nice open, workable and enjoyBISI Global Community Day Food Court was held

ment and all of our lives for the rest of the

International and National schools worked bril-

in February this school year and was yet again a

academic year.

liantly together allowing the International school

total success. All of our wonderful countries in

to blend and understand the cultures and cele-

their cultural dress serving their divine food all

40

2019-20

able environment where we all contributed. The

YEARBOOK

Although it has not been ideal with the cancella-

and knowledge throughout the year.

tion of our Careers Fair, PI Day and the Spring Egg
Hunt it has made us all work differently and yes it

Wishing all of our BISI community a relaxing and

has made us explore other ways of addressing is-

enjoyable summer break, take good care and stay

sues in regards to the school and we believe it has

safe!

in fact been a success. It’s amazing what we can
all do when we have to rise to the occasion and
cope with what could have been a very difficult

BISI PTA
ptachairperson@bisistanbul.org

time. We are all very supportive of BISI and only
want the best for the school and our children.
I would like to take this opportunity to wish our
dedicated and talented Director of Secondary
William Bradley an enjoyable and successful retirement. Many a battle has been won during
Bill’s 10 year reign alongside many great Chairpersons and PTA members. We are a transient
school so we must be able to adapt and welcome
new families on a yearly basis.

Thank you very

much Bill for being such a wonderful PTA supporter and more importantly a wonderful Director of
Secondary for BISI – you will be missed!
We will now look forward to continuing our good
work with the support of our new Director of Sec-

PTA zoom group photo - 12 May 2020

A big thank you to you all for your support, help

YEARBOOK
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ondary Richard Robinson.
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BISI Welcome Day external activities
29 August 2019

BISI Welcome Day
29 August 2019

BISI relief collection for Eastern Turkey earthquake
30 January 2020

Winter Bazaar
13 December 2019

BISI Careers Fair
28 January 2020

2019-20
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PTA Cake Stall workers - Caroline Barnett, Tracey Rich,
Marjan Reilink, Martine Mereyde
21 June 2019

YEARBOOK

Arab Countries

Belgium

Environmental Awareness

France

Holland

India

YEARBOOK
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Global Community Day Food Court
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Global Community Day Food Court

Iran

More Aussies

More, more Aussies

Pakistan

South Korea

The crowd

YEARBOOK

Global Community Day Food Court

Turkey

USA

YEARBOOK
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Turkey
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Career

REPORT
This year, in a fundamental change, BISI students

correspondence with the visiting speakers, mak-

Operating Directors

took charge of their Careers Fair. Working with a

ing sure they had all the necessary information

Dağhan Işıl, Enis Sharshari, Eren I’Anson,

group of dedicated mentors from the PTA, teach-

and collected information for their bios.

Pablo Estela

ing staff and administration, the committee of 23

In charge of all the event organising – collecting

members transformed the planning and every

Finance Directors

aspect of the event, taking it to a new level of

Tai Bekar, Derin Alemdar

assigning rooms and speakers, organising groups

professionalism and innovation. The enthusiasm,

Placed in charge of the budget, created request

for team activity. Hosting the event on the day.

hard work and creativity of everyone involved

forms and printed paper money.

contributed to a hugely successful team effort.

Worked with our financial advisors to increase

Publishing and Media

We all enjoyed the experience enormously, and

the budget.

Asad Haider, Asiye Kanatlar, Genavieve Rich,

both students and mentors learned a lot.

Marketing

second-hand toys and games, arranging catering,

Ashton Hawthorne-Somers, Stefan Fieraru
Documented the organisation via photographs

With the event cancelled just 3 days before the

Vlad Geană, Muzna Shahjahan, Maksut O’Connor

of meetings and events. Produced a write up in

date, we were all devastated, but we are still de-

Created a corporate ID, logo, maintained an Insta-

Week in Week out of trip to hotel. Produced 2

termined to put on the best ever BISI Careers Fair

gram page, designed and produced posters

video trailers, surveyed the toy preferences of

one day in the near future. Watch this space!

Ran a Lego challenge to raise the profile of the

Primary students and produced a write up and

event, with prizes for the best flying model.

analysis. Produced the booklet for the day of the

Arranged sponsorship with Starbucks.

Fair.

Communications Team
Leen Mshasha, Seungjune Min, Giulia Renzi
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Contacted and maintained a professional level of

YEARBOOK

Executive Board
Seungjune Min, Vlad Geană, Giulia Renzi
The Board met once a week to troubleshoot team dynamics and review plans and activities. Made an
in-person report to Mr Bradley of the committee’s achievements and plans.

Mentors
Tracey Rich (Operating Directors)
Bianca Gommers (Marketing)
Kathleen Roelants (Marketing)
Selay Tarım (Marketing)
Zena Habboush (Finance)
Mehtap Payne (General advisor)
Victoria Sykes (Communications)
Kathleen Hawthorne (Publishing and Media)

Our partners:
Financial Consultancy
Ilkan Gezer, Malik Ekin, Mishal Algethami
Conducted a very successful brownie sale to increase the committee’s budget ahead of spending.
Sourced and costed school hoodies with BISI logo and Istanbul skyline to increase budget.
Environmental Committee
Cem Yılmaz, Eren I’Anson, Ms Elmara, Ms Duygu
Worked together to produce posters and planning for Climate Strike. Liaised with invited speaker,
Atlas Sarrafoğlu, translated his speech into English.

University and Careers Counselor

DR KATHLEEN HAWTHORNE
k.hawthorne@bisistanbul.org

Executive conference of entire committee in hotel in Şişli
given by each team followed by a brainstorming session on the Fair’s theme and logo.

YEARBOOK
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Held a conference in the Manna Boutique Hotel, thanks to a BISI parent, Mrs Algethami. Presentations
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Quotes from some of our members:
‘Mentoring and supporting our Production Team was a wonderful experience. The students were bright, committed and talented young men and to work
with them was a joy. Our team leader lead by example so in turn our team worked extremely well together and just as a team should.’

Tracey Rich

‘If there’s one crucial takeaway from my experience at the BISI Careers Fair, it is that it provided me with the outstanding opportunity of working in a
corporate-like environment, with my peers as well as experienced adults mentoring our departments of choice, to fulfil the ambitious mission of bringing
over a dozen professionals from all sorts of career paths to give us an incursion into the world of work. During my time as a Marketing Department member,
I had the chance to cooperate with my colleagues to create a marketing strategy and visual identity for the event, resembling the work that a marketing
department in a real corporation would do, as well as working with BISI’s Marketing Manager to create a truly outstanding logo and to make sure our work
was up to the standards of a true marketer. Being an Executive Board member also gave me the responsibility of finding solutions and alternatives for any
issues that arose during the process, while having an outlook on the work the departments had done and the challenges that were lying ahead of them.
I truly enjoyed the BISI Careers Fair experience, as it allowed me to distance myself from the stress of the school to do something that was more closely
related to the kind of work I’d like to do in the future, while also allowing me to use my knowledge and skills to help complete all the tasks laid out for my
department.’

Vlad Geană

‘The students did such an amazing job working collaboratively together. I’m sure this experience will pay off for them in the future. Looking forward to
Career Fair 2021!

Zena Habboush

‘It was a real privilege to be part of the Careers Fair Committee this year and to work alongside some of our most creative and resourceful students in Secondary School. The event took meticulous planning from the start and as the weeks progressed it was clear that our students had a very specific vision of
how they wanted this year’s event to run. They each worked incredibly hard in their sub-teams, showing amazing initiative with their thoughts and ideas
and brought all the different aspects together, for what was set to be one of our best Careers Fairs to date. While the world is on hold as we work our way
through the pandemic, our students can be very proud of the work they delivered in the making of this event and we look forward to a slightly postponed
Careers Fair when the time is right for us all to be together again. Hopefully that day will be soon!’

Victoria Sykes
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‘I enjoyed the experience very much and I learned how to work better in a team. I made some mistakes but I think that joining the team was worth it.’
Stefan Fieraru

YEARBOOK

Executive
meeting
YEARBOOK
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Hotel Manna
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Degree Subjects:

University Offers

2019-20

Urban Planning
Chemical Engineering
PPE (Politics, Philosophy and Economics)
Political Science
Operations Research

The Class of 2020, while consisting of just 14 individuals, applied to one of the
widest ranges of degree courses and countries in recent years. Besides the usual
countries of UK, USA, Canada, The Netherlands and Turkey, for the first time our

Management Science
Mathematics with Statistics

students applied to South Africa, Japan and Hong Kong. This is a reflection not just

Medical Physics

of the diversity of our student body, but also of their intrepid and bold nature –

Science and Football

their drive to aim for new horizons, to take on new challenges.
Degree subject choices were also extraordinarily varied for such a small cohort:

Sport with international foundation

urban planning, operations research, medical physics, event management, science

Strength and Conditioning/Rehabilitation

and football being among the subjects applied to for the first time by BISI students.

Liberal Arts and Sciences

With IB examinations cancelled, a virtual graduation online, graduation dinner
postponed indefinitely and the uncertainty brought by extended social distancing

Event Management

measures, great challenges lie ahead of the Class of 2020. As our students head

Business Management

out into an unknown future, we wish them all the best and are confident that they

Drama

will embrace all the opportunities the future presents them.

Global Studies
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Computer Science

YEARBOOK

UK

US

University of Bath

Brandeis University

University of Loughborough

Sarah Lawrence

University of Edinburgh

University of California Davis

UCL

Fordham University

University of Reading

University of Syracuse

University of Sussex

Drew University

Royal Holloway

Oregon State University

King’s College London

University of Hofstra

Queen Mary U of London

Colorado State University

University of Bedfordshire

University of California LA (waitlisted)

Anglia Ruskin University

University of California Berkeley (waitlisted)

University of Derby

George Washington (waitlisted)

University of Kent
University of Surrey

The Netherlands

City University

University of Leiden

Waiting for offers from:

University of Exeter

University of Groningen

Stenden University of Applied Sciences (The Netherlands)

Liverpool John Moores

University of Twente

Hong Kong University of Science and Technology (Hong Kong)

University of Warwick

University of Radboud

Kieo University (Japan),

Rose Bruford College of Theatre and

Breda University of Applied Sciences

Ritsumeikan University (Japan),
LSE (UK)

Performance

Turkey

University of Edinburgh (Scotland)

Canada

Koç University

Delft Technical Institute (The Netherlands)

University of Toronto

Özyeğin University

Rotterdam Erasmus (The Netherlands)

University of British Columbia

Stellenbosch University (South Africa)

YEARBOOK

2019-20

University of McGill
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Placements

2019-20

Aral de Moor

Youcef Ait Mehdi

Cem Çelikel

Can Çelikel

Chemical Engineering
UCL
(UK)

Sports Science,
University of Loughborough
(UK)

Business Management
Koç University
(Turkey)

Business Management
Koç University
(Turkey)

Dağhan Işıl

Tai Han Bekar

Leen Mshasha

Mila V d Branden

Rahaf Giuma Kordi

Chemical Science and Engineering
University of Twente
(The Netherlands)

Physics with Medical Physics
UCL
(UK)

Political science and cognitive
science, University of McGill
(Canada)

Gap year
in
(Belgium)

Chemical engineering
Koç University
(Turkey)

Alara Yücel

Kaan Kafkaslı

Arman Hemmati

Berke Yüksekkaya

Hiroki Kawaguchi

Urban Studies
University of Leiden
(The Netherlands)

Computer Science
Drew
(USA)

Computer Science
University of Hofstra
(USA)

Economics
Brandeis University
(USA)

Global Studies,
University in Japan

YEARBOOK
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Congratulations

Rebecca Uys
Theatre Studies at
Rose Bruford College
(UK)
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Class

PHOTOGRAPHS
CITY CAMPUS

EYFS-1

Row-1(Left to Right)
Phylicia Chin, Gul Örerler

Row-2(Left to Right)

YEARBOOK
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Hind Muhanna, Jayden Kayode, Miray Piriyeva, Hasan Almohammad, Zaynah Taahir Member
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EYFS-2

Row-1(Left to Right)
Damla Dirikman, Rana Montarjemi, Hirad Esmaeili, Mila İpek Uysal, Emma Feltham

Row-2(Left to Right)
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Yunseul Lee, Doruk Marco D’Angelo, Manal MMJ Muhanna, Rafek Tarazi

YEARBOOK

1L

Row-1(Left to Right)
Miss Yasemin, Jason Kayode, Woojun Yoon, Jungwoo Cha, Elsa Pekcan, Amirpasha Motarjemi, Yalçın Sabancı, Emre Ayata, Miss Alisa
Lorenz

Row-2(Left to Right)

YEARBOOK

2019-20

Heleen Qader, Stephan Konov, Musa Taahir Member, Vojtech Novohradsky, Samara Murad
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2A

Row-1(Left to Right)
Miss Ece Altinel, Eliah Simavi, Jae Seo Lee, Jae Ha Lee, Erica Yuqing Zhao, Ruzgar Sean Ates, Miss Lorraine Anderson

Row-2(Left to Right)
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Adrien Dupoizat, Leah Dillane, Nilsa Hormozi Sheikh Tabagh, Adam Ege Özadam, Clara Renacco

YEARBOOK

3A

Row-1(Left to Right)
Miss Leda Davulciyan, Matteo Skrtel, Seungwon Jeon, Mariyam Usmanova, Jeongwoon Jeon, Stella Jensen, Maas Paalvast, Noah
Pekcan, Mohammad Muhanna, Miss Jane Adesanya

Row-2(Left to Right)

YEARBOOK
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Pars Zoralioğlu (standing), Xiya Lu, Melinda Güleç, Christina Desbrosses, Melody Miandoabchian, Stella Ribeiro
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4H

Row-1(Left to Right)
Heather Bowen, Ayşe Geçtan, Jihoo Lee, Hyeon Seong Sim, Jhea Lee

Row-2(Left to Right)
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Tadd Carlson, Bomin Kwak, Zainedeen Aslam, Camille Renacco, Jaeyun Yu

YEARBOOK

5B

Row-1(Left to Right)
Jona Paalvast, Nura Zaheer, Cennet Ayla Eken, Nira Zaheer, Hanzade Yildizhan, Martin Boardman

Row-2(Left to Right)

YEARBOOK
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Suah Jung, Yui Nishibori, Edgar Dupoizat, Larita Ribeiro, Leon Simavi
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6W

Row-1(Left to Right)
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Alexander Didenko, Elena Desbrosses & Eun Seong Sim

YEARBOOK

NEW

Students

EYFS-2

Janyar Yousef Zadef

EYFS-1

Ali Hussein Younus

EYFS-2

Sarp Köstem

EYFS-1

Seyed Diyan
Mahdavitabatabaeifard

EYFS-2

Arjun Alexander George

Welcome to

EYFS-1

Seyede Lena
Mahdavitabatabaeifard

EYFS-2

Daniah Hussein Younus

BISI

EYFS-1

Seyede Rima
Mahdavitabatabaeifard

EYFS-2

Hyeonjun Jeong

YEARBOOK
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EYFS-1

Ziwen (Wayne) Xu
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64
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Class

PHOTOGRAPHS
ZEK CAMPUS

EYFS

(Left to Right)

66
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Miss Lija Rieksts, Onyx Clichy, Alya Yücel, Eliza Blackburn, Chenxuan Song & Miss Aslı Anil

YEARBOOK

EYFS-1

Row-1(Left to Right)
Charlotte McQuaid, Sakina Ba Tektek, Amir Ali Azish, Luiza Melo Da Souza, Miss Kübra Canca

Row-2(Left to Right)

YEARBOOK
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Myra Gusain, Naya Shihabi, Busem Naz Musali, Naira Kaushal, Amelia Atkins

67

EYFS-1

Row-1(Left to Right)
Miss Katrine Davidsen, Ada Şenol, Süleyman Alemdar, İpek Nasibova, İnci Nasibova & Miss Şevval Çiçek

Row-2(Left to Right)

68

2019-20

Ayşe Asya Alptemoçin, Mia Destan Yücel, Cenk Kuzey Eren, Şirin Altıntaş, Batu Özmen, Tuğba İnci Kılınç, Melisa Banu Özden,
Arya Erdinç

YEARBOOK

EYFS-2

Row-1(Left to Right)
Scott Murray, Nyah Moses, Madelyn Barnes, Anes Ait Mehdi, Desirée García Tarón, Lara Esmer & Derya Koral

Row-2(Left to Right)
Ima Oroumi, Malik Nigmatov, Dilbar Khojazoda, Ziad El Marashly, Giulia De Souza, Elias Becoulet, Manuella Nyiero

YEARBOOK
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Row-3(Left to Right)
Osman Uzun, Zemin Yusupov, Alp Yücel, Dawit Park
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EYFS-2

Row-1(middle)
Furkan Şengel

Row-2(Left to Right)
Miss Rachael Blackburn, Hayal Güllüoğlu, Demir Kaan Oral, Miral Alaisavy, Alp Doğan, Miss Gökçenur İnan
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Row-3(Left to Right)
Naz Öztürk, Mila Demiröz, Ahmet Emin Başkol, Hümeyra Bahar Oral, Tarla Challani

YEARBOOK

1S

Row-1(Left to Right)
Miss Kim Sharratt, Arman Gozal, Aban Elshafie, Kasey Elia, Myra Deggin, Esma Alkan, Jiho Jung

Row-2(Left to Right)
Yeondu Jo, Emilio Alarcon, Seojoon Yoon, Eunsoo Roh, Farahnaz Yusifzada, Alara Taner

YEARBOOK
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Row-3(Left to Right)
Can Kalkan, Aynur Handurdyyeva, Aysu Özen, Magnus Braa Gronfeldt

71

1V

Row-1(Left to Right)
Miss Amelia Verralls, Ana Austeja Blauert, Stefania Isupova, Alara Hayat Abulla, Elvin Uysal, Mohamed Esmaiow

Row-2(Left to Right)
Elsa Alamdari, Junhee Park, Enay Yusupova, Seeun Park, Aynur Ashyrova, Yunah Cho
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Row-3(Left to Right)

YEARBOOK

Eunsang Kim, Jort Könisser, Ilian Becoulet, Adam Awad Abdullah

1W

Row-1(Left to Right)
Eda Nur KOCAMAN, Sara Naz Yaghobi, Süleyman Hacısüleymanoğlu, Zeynep Ada Işık, Baran Hammaş, Adanaz Akdeniz, Arya Tan, Lauren Walsh

Row-2(Left to Right)
Batu Ötenkuş, Nübeyya Çiçek, Azra Erol, Ener Ruhbaş, Dominik Edvard Tarazanov, Alin Altıntaş

YEARBOOK

2019-20

Row-3(Left to Right)
Niko Saltanat, Ömer Ayaz Taşdemir, Cem Dora Ünal, Ali Fakı

73

2F

Row-1(Left to Right)
Ali Hassan Maamoun, Seu Jun KIm, Omar Nezir, Jae In Jung, Syed Humza Tauseef, William Barnett, Simon Visser, Cara Frigeri

Row-2(Left to Right)
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Mateo Doğanay Pérez, Hassan Asim, Gulnur Handurdyyeva, Dominique Garcia, Brentley Moses, Aziz Nigmatov

YEARBOOK

2L

Row-1(Left to Right)
Ms. Lynne Jenkins, Om Kaushal, Heavenly Elia, Sarah Nyiero, Hamoudi Khalifa, Lucca Melo, Alparslan Musalı, Jack Jung

Row-2(Left to Right)

YEARBOOK
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Aysa Güreli, Amelie Fritzmann, August Roseknvist, Lukas Atkins, Can Kubilay, Seungmin Song

75

2W

Row-1(Left to Right)
Miss Lauren Walsh, Saharnaz Bakhshizadeh, Ares Tokgöz, Dalya Kayan, Poyraz Deniz Yiğit, Ezgi Özmen

Row-2(Left to Right)
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Bartu Bilgili, Rafael Devrim Yüceuluğ, Lily Saltanat, Alya Amelia Altıntaş, Rüzgar Tezcan

YEARBOOK

3A

Row-1(Left to Right)
Ms Ayşegül Pala, Arsam Gözal, Asiya Mirzoeva,Yeon Seo Jo, Ji Wook Jung, Maissane Ba Tektek, Ali Abdulla, Ms Julianne Aycan

Row-2(Left to Right)

YEARBOOK
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Dimitra Psylla, Yeon Woo Jo, Behraam Khan, Aaminah Tahir, Rosie Mayer, Larse Könisser, Roy Repac, Manuela Alarcon
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3L

Row-1(Left to Right)
Miss Karen Lloyd and Miss Neslihan Toksöz

Row-2(Left to Right)

78

2019-20

Selim Emir Gür, Hanzade Ünal, Aliya Nasibova, Enes Deniz

YEARBOOK

3SS

Row-1(Left to Right)
Ms. Sutherland Smith, Ivaanesh Nadarajan, Layan Abdullah, Eltaj Babasoy, Romance Clichy, Werner Aucott

Row-2(Left to Right)
Koryu Takahashi, Helena Gagala, Daniel Park, Yewon Park, Osman Alkan, Min Jae Kim

YEARBOOK
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Row-3(Left to Right)
Jihwan Yoon, Nicolas Skoudy Yeni

79

4L

Row-1(Left to Right)
Miss Lincoln, Muhammad Ibrahim Yousuf, Selvi Ella Özen, Tyler Owen Gee Kee, Victoria Ling, Shreyas Thakur, Lily Marashly, Miss Neslihan

Row-2(Left to Right)
Edward Gunnell, Amina Khojazoda, Sofía Doğanay Pérez, Aliah Almenayes, Ali Riza Güreli, Jeoungyun Park

80
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Row-3(Left to Right)

YEARBOOK

Firdavs Firuzi, Gianluca De Souza, Jiwan Kim

4B

Row-1(Left to Right)
Philipa Tonkins, Emilia Battye, Zehra Yılmaz

Row-2(Left to Right)
Karan Turgay, Arda Doğan, Arya Kanlı, Tuna Erdemli, Ali Demirci

YEARBOOK
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Row-3(Left to Right)
Eda Önel, Alisa Ulus, Sarp Sarıoğlu, Haya Deniz, Maya Altıntaş

81

4N

Row-1(Left to Right)
Miss Emily Newman, Nizar Mahrousa, Amal Karimova, Damien Millasseau, Alice Ward, Devansh Vohra, Elizan Yavuz

Row-2(Left to Right)
Liza Anton, Nick Avramenko, Pareevash Shehryar, Mara Ryz Samardzi, Malik Mahmood, Miya Becoulet
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Row-3(Left to Right)
Nidal Khalifa, Ali Ashyrov, Seung Hyun Kim

YEARBOOK

5D

Row-1(Left to Right)
Mr Dave Scarff, Montgomery Marriott, Rola Awad, Elizabeth Johnson, Karl Rosenkvist, Marina Vidal González, Zara Murtaza, Alp Tecmen & Miss Laura Atkins

Row-2(Left to Right)
Aylin Rustamli, Maryam Ibrahim, Sophia Wright, Carla Defore Kaya, Lara Nezir, MinSeo Kim

YEARBOOK
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Row-3(Left to Right)
Jenson Lloyd, Yunseok Choi, Ammar Tahir, Arian Alamdari

83

5E

Row-1(Left to Right)
Mrs Julie Eşiyok, Ata Payne, Aima Asim, Akbar Hashami, Zofia Hügel, Kourosh Arabi, Leen Desouky, Aleks Alkan

Row-2(Left to Right)
Amin Taghiyev, Tina Huang, Riyo Shimizu, Elita Atkins, Nimra Shahjahan, Sorina Lloyd, Sean Repac

84
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Row-3(Left to Right)

YEARBOOK

Hwisang Cho, Elias Maldonado, Ali Kütüklüoğlu

6C

Row-1(Left to Right)
Miss Meltem Vurkun, Boris Suner, Jack Barnett, Natalia Gumieniczek , Robert Stelea, Vincent Millasseau, JP Nyiero, Ms. Zoë Cosnett

Row-2(Left to Right)
Marien Bemi, Seljan Babasoy, Lucy Gagala, Sael Elia, Marina Avramenko, Ludivine Mereyde, Faisal Zara

YEARBOOK
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Row-3(Left to Right)
Seo Ryun Oh, Jihoon Lim, Jaeyul Yu, Firdavs Mirzoev, Tamerlan Taghiyev
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6M

Row-1(Left to Right)
Mr. Marcus McCann, Zartasha Khan, Seungsu Lee, Silke Könniser, Mattieu Dupoizat, Safiya Firuz, Alex Mayer, Miss Meltem Vurkun

Row-2(Left to Right)
Titan Karca, Yousra Ait Mehdi, Ediz Mert, Kayra Artem, Jorge Vidal González, Seoyun Park, Manon Renacco

86

2019-20

Row-3(Left to Right)
Kai Gee Kee, Kenan Al Taher, Emir Sharshari, Zeyad Chaltaf, Lukács Grenzcer

YEARBOOK

7B

Row-1(Left to Right)
Ryan Koyuncu, Ema Dvorakava, Maya Gatyyeva, Robson Gugliemetti de Souza, Miss Karen Howick

Row-2(Left to Right)

YEARBOOK
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Joosung Yoon, Mila Coum, Angelo Cusolito, Seoyeon Choi, Sewon Oh
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7I

Row-1(Left to Right)
Tiara Norman, Taehyun Kim, Alsu Rustamli, Wylie James Roosevelt, Sara Shimizu, Miss Kelly Kapusuzoğlu

Row-2(Left to Right)
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Seokjun Yoon, Aameneh Shehryar Rao, Mohamed Desouky, So Yi Ahn, Juriki Takahashi, Alex Anthony

YEARBOOK

7S

Row-1(Left to Right)
Mouna Mahrousa, Julian Adams, Noorulhuda Qutaiba Ibrahim, Stefan Fieraru, Miss Fiona Lewis

Row-2(Left to Right)

YEARBOOK
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Lucas Gronfeldt, Sophia Umar, Markus Bekişoğlu, Maitreyi Deep, Julian Glover

89

8B

Row-1(Left to Right)
Harry Marriot, Jana Shihabi, TaeWan Kim, Amélie Cosnett, Alessandro De Petris, Mr Mark Muller

Row-2(Left to Right)
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2019-20

Ayesha Hashami, Yudai Fukumoto, Olivia Johnson, Islam Esmaiow, Maryam Ait Mehdi

YEARBOOK

8I

Row-1(Left to Right)
YeSeong Sim, Juhui Lee, Khalid Chaltaf, Camryn Adams, Ashton Hawthorne-Somers, Mr. Clive Rudd

Row-2(Left to Right)

YEARBOOK
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Mohamed Mahmoud, Raz Aga, Lily Carmen Barnett, Sofia Lilou Maldonado, Rui Qi Ding
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8S

Row-1(Left to Right)
Mao Berthoud, Genavieve Rich, Junhyeok Choi, Aroosha Asim, Artem Nazarkov, Miss Ana Maria Vásquez

Row-2(Left to Right)
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Shaurya Thakur, Talia Naal, Eoghan Renfert-Lintingre, Tatev Jijyan, Max Gumieniczek

YEARBOOK

9B

Row-1(Left to Right)
Khalid Marsden, Zeynep Sena Oktay Saban Hussein, Dong Ryun Oh, Ziva Krizana, Ayhan Kara, Mr. Aaron McCullough

Row-2(Left to Right)

YEARBOOK

2019-20

Mohammed Wissam Muayad, Manal Murtaza, Carolina Balbin, Ana Karina Le Bihan Habig, Fynn Van den Branden

93

9I

Row-1(Left to Right)
Ali Almohammed, Alisa Suner, Zilan Nezir, Georgina Gunnell, Chan Yeong Park, Mr. Gheorghe Fieraru

Row-2(Left to Right)
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Firas Sultanov, Yusra Shahjahan, William Robinson, Maya Sarımsakçı, Maxence Coum

YEARBOOK

9S

Row-1(Left to Right)
Fatima Karimova, Konstanty Pilecki, Selin de Moor, Junhyeok Park, Sara Shima, Miss Duygu Gümüş

Row-2(Left to Right)

YEARBOOK

2019-20

Deniz Kafkaslı, Mara Dumitru, Alvaro Balbin, Ali Vardar, Seoyun Choi, Tihomir Dobrev
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10B

Row-1(Left to Right)
Alexander Richardson, Flora Grenczer, Nike Hügel, Yarub Al Taher, Asiye Kanatlar, Zeynep Başkaya, Mr. Josh Kinnear

Row-2(Left to Right)
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Kyung Won Oh, Lara Göknil I’Anson, Barış Yusuf Kalkan, Andriana Lymperopoulou, Rustom Jalilov

YEARBOOK

10I

Row-1(Left to Right)
Efe Uysal, Derya Kukhlenko, Adil Tauseef, Kamand Cheraghi, Oleg Udotov, Mrs. Lisa Mayer

Row-2(Left to Right)

YEARBOOK

2019-20

Ridaa Khawar, Ayda Bekişoğlu, Ryan Atashkar, Iroha Hayashi, Sabrina Jalilova

97

10S

Row-1(Left to Right)
Samuel Dvořák, Giulia Renzi, Giovanni Petruccelli, Emely Tromborg, Beibarys Amire, Sitora Mirzoeva, Mr. Sunil Gusain

Row-2(Left to Right)
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Omar Shihabi, Huiyeon Choi, Rahaf Sherif Desoky, Elisa Robinson, Kaan Artam

YEARBOOK

11B

Row-1(Left to Right)
Shakil Goudy, Atilla Eren, Zaid Nezir, Yehya Wissam Muayad, Tarek Naal, Mr. Darren Clark

Row-2(Left to Right)

YEARBOOK
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Alice Mereyde, Amina Karimova, Max Gunnell, Junga Moon, Hanan Mahmoud
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11I

Row-1(Left to Right)
Vlad-Mihai Geană, Noah Roosevelt, Tudor Dumitru, SeungJune Min, Miss Andrea Pilski

Row-2(Left to Right)
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Deekshita Deep, Lise Mereyde, Muzna Shahjahan, Margherita Cusolito, Khadijah Khawar

YEARBOOK

12B

Row-1(Left to Right)
Yousuf Shihabi, Bara’a El-Shafie, Mishal Algethami, Can Zehebi, Eren Seçkin, Nicole Isupova, Maksut O’Connor, Mr. David Mayer

Row-2(Left to Right)

YEARBOOK
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Derin Alemdar, Alexandra Sarımsakçı, Elene Arveladze, Hanin Sharshari, Ilkan Gezer
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12I

Row-1(Left to Right)
Mr. Martyn Parry, Naoki Kawaguchi, Ibrahim Cem Engin, Pablo Estela, Julia Nil Köksal, Cem Yılmaz, Enis Sharshari

Row-2(Left to Right)
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Eren Göknil I’Anson, Peri Bayram, Alara Çoban, Holly Tonkins, Anisia Petruccelli, Asad Abbas Haider, Malik Ekin

YEARBOOK

13B

Row-1(Left to Right)
Dağhan Işıl, Cem Çelikel, Kaan Kafkaslı, Mr. Michael Barnes

Row-2(Left to Right)

YEARBOOK

2019-20

Berke Yüksekkaya, Rebecca Uys, Arman Hemmati, Alara Yücel
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13I

Row-1(Left to Right)
Youcef Ait Mehdi, Aral de Moor, Can Çelikel, Ms. Gemma Parkinson

Row-2(Left to Right)

104
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Mila Van den Branden, Rahaf Giuma Kordi, Leen Mshasha, Tai Han Bekar

YEARBOOK

NEW

Ayşe Tekin

EYFS

Sean Liu

3L

Rüzgar Birol

6M

Sena Tekin

EYFS-1

Elis Çağlar

3L

Selin Kavgaoğlu

Students

EYFS-1

Vera Berberoğlu

8S

Miheer Sikka

5E

Ahmed Youssef

1V

Nicholas Castro

10S

Serena Akgün

Welcome to

1S

Milan Marques Dias

BISI

FS2

Cinar Terzioğlu

1W

Doğa Birol

1S

Adrina Wafa

EYFS

Alya Yücel

YEARBOOK
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EYFS-1
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NEW

Students

1V

Fergus Smyth

EYFS-2
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Derin Karaçöl

YEARBOOK

4H

Ruqayah Younus

EYFS-1

Nael Umar

10I

Nilay Akgün

6M

Abdulaziz
Abdurrahmonzada

6M

Nuh Tekin

Welcome to

6M

Eylül Kansız

BISI

4H

Shailin Hamidi

EYFS

Enrico Castro

6M

Alexander Smyth

8I

Elvi Akgün

YEARBOOK

2019-20

Tuck Shop
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EYFS CURRICULUM

COORDINATOR
It is so hard to believe that it is again the end of

extending the playgroup options on both cam-

role we play in such young children’s lives. We do

another wonderful and successful academic year

puses (City and Zekeriyaköy.). This has proved to

our best to instil positivity, enthusiasm and a de-

in the EYFS Department. Time certainly passes so

be very beneficial to the transition process and

sire for ‘Life-long Learning’. We share a wealth of

fast when you are so young and having fun!

parental/child familiarisation of a ‘BIG school set-

different experiences and are daily rewarded with

For many, you may not know or appreciate how

ting’ and learning to socialise with others than

smiles and a sense of achievement amongst the

young we provide for as a school at BISI…

their immediate family.

children. Be it learning to count, doing things by
themselves, holding a pencil, identifying words

Whilst most staff remained the same in EYFS this

and letters, or learning to write their name or

all children, whether they be 2 or 4 years of age,

year, we did see the new and positive addition

numbers. These for us are ‘buzz’ moments and

are provided with a well-balanced, age-appro-

of both Miss Katrine and Miss Şevval in the FS1

should be yours too!

priate and structured learning day and activities

Pre-school class in the National School. Also Miss

As a department we have continued to build upon

based on leading Early Childhood practice. This

Eda joined the Lynx Class and Miss Charlotte as a

cross-campus communication and socialisation

year, we were thrilled to have many new children

Teaching Assistant. They too have been a wonder-

of the children through whole Primary events,

join us in all classes. We have welcomed new fami-

ful addition to the EYFS Team whom I truly value

theme days, great field trips and those as an EYFS

lies and children across the Etiler and Zekeriyaköy

as ‘the best’! I Iove my job and feel great pleasure

Department. These have included The Cinderella’s

campuses, as well as in the National School, who

and joy in going to school each day. I work with

Ball, colour days, celebrating multicultural events,

have settled well and added to our dynamics as a

such a talented, creative, dedicated, professional

such as Chinese New Year and Holi, Reduce & Zero

department. We also strived hard to further en-

team of educators. As an EYFS Department, we

Waste Week, EYFS parent and child picnics, invit-

hance our support for our youngest children by

are all passionate about what we do and value the

ing guest speakers and Children’s Day.
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It is not just play and games all day. Upon entry,

YEARBOOK

So, many thanks to all the children, teachers, TA’s
and parents who have enlightened my year. De-

Because as a department and as an international

spite the current circumstances, I can only re-

school, we value and respect one another’s right

spond positively, with a sense of encouragement

to recognise and celebrate our differences, and,

and great achievements…moments to be proud of

more importantly, our similarities. The younger

and those to feel success.

others, the more tolerance we will have for others. This ties very much into the Primary Guiding
Statements. We also value and implement daily
positive and personal practices to learn, appreciate and reflect on how we can make a better future.

The youngest today...yet they will be
tomorrow’s leaders.

MISS LIJA RIEKSTS (MISS LIJA)
l.rieksts@bisistanbul.org

EYFS

we expose our children and are appreciative of

I cannot end this without a big ‘Thank you’ to you
as parents/caregivers. Your time and dedication is
always appreciated. Each day, we value your support and feedback.
At BISI, we strongly encourage and value parents
in the learning process and also the importance of
maintaining strong communication link between

Excellent, Youthful, Fun-filled…Supportive!

Why? you may ask…

YEARBOOK
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home and school and the support it provides.
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Playground builders from the City Campus

Autumn Harvest

Belgrade Forest Trip
EYFS 1 & 2

We have enjoyed trips to the Belgrade Forest
throughout the year. We have looked at and
discussed seasonal changes and the children
always benefit from the opportunity to exercise together and develop their
creativity in an outdoor environment.

During our topic about
‘Traditional Tales’, the children organised a ball for
their friends from Zekeriyaköy. They enjoyed planning and hosting the ball,
where there was dancing,
food and photos.

When we were learning about ‘Our city’, we visited
Miniatürk. We all enjoyed looking at models of different places in Istanbul and talking about where
we had been. The children especially liked looking
at the boats and aeroplanes that they are so used
to seeing in Istanbul.

During our transport topic,
we took a ferry across the
Bosphorus to visit a park in
Küçüksu. We really enjoyed
the boat trip and exploring a
different park, too.

During our transport topic, we visited the
Rahmi Koç Museum. We had a great time looking at
different types of transport, old and new. We also
enjoyed practising our skills in the hands-on areas
of the museum.

Miniatürk

Miniatürk is a miniature park situated
at the north-eastern shore of Golden
Horn in Istanbul, Turkey.

HOME
LEARNING

Lynx Class

Butterflies

Honeybees

Starfish

Narwhals

City

Campus

KEY STAGE 1 AND KEY STAGE 2

COORDINATOR

Every year, I take this opportunity to share some of the spectacular curriculum events and learning that we have experienced but this year, it’s clear that
the focus of Wellness is certainly the shining star of our Primary learning. From a phenomenal Wellness Day in Autumn Term, to student-led challenges
to develop environmental wellness, to our Global Communities Week, we worked harder than ever to ensure whole-child wellness was the root to our
curriculum. The onset of a global pandemic, a historical event that our students’ children will be sure to learn about in school, required us to work even
harder at putting wellness first.
The shift to online learning to protect our whole learning community required tremendous efforts from our teachers, students and parents and I cannot
thank everyone enough. It has been an incredible learning curve for us all, from Zoom to Google Classrooms, to dozens of fantastic online sites to support
learning and of course, not forgetting the fantastic opportunities to bring learning into the home - though to be honest, I think we are all looking forward
to when we can be back in the classroom together and get back to hands-on, face-to-face learning!

CARA FRIGERI
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c.frigeri@bisistanbul.org
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YEARBOOK
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KEY STAGE 3

COORDINATOR
The Key Stage 3 form teachers are a very dedicated and caring team: Ms. Howick, Ms. Kelly and Ms. Lewis in Year 7; Mr. Muller, Mr. Rudd and Ms. Vasquez
in Year 8; and Mr. McCullough, Mr. Fieraru and Ms. Gumus in Year 9. Together
we have worked to help our students achieve their academic potential and
to ensure their personal and social wellbeing, as well as to promote awareness and responsibility for a sustainable environment.
At the end of September we had our Trips Week. Year 7 travelled to Köprülü

Year 8 Edremit Trip

Canyon National Park in Antalya, where they took part in different teambuilding activities, as part of their transition into Secondary School; Year 8
visited Edremit and Year 9 explored Dalyan and Marmaris.
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Year 7 Antalya Trip

YEARBOOK

Year 9 Marmaris and Dalyan Trip

FORM CLASS WINNERS & INDIVIDUAL WINNERS

FORM CLASS WINNERS & INDIVIDUAL WINNERS

(TERM 1)

(TERM 2)

145

Juhui Lee

169

Selin de Moor

YEAR 7 – 7I (1032) ; YEAR 8 – 8I (612) ; YEAR 9 – 9S (749) ;

169

267

Tiara Norman

180

212

180

Amélie Cosnett

Selin de Moor

Khalid Chaltaf

YEAR 7 – 7I (1801) ; YEAR 8 – 8S (1198) ; YEAR 9 – 9S (1097) ;

267

Selin de Moor

Tiara Norman

KS3 TERM 1 OVERALL WINNERS – 7I (1032)

KS3 TERM 1 OVERALL WINNERS – 7I (1801)

Selin de Moor (9S)

Tiara Norman (7I)

KS3

Congratulations to our house point winners!

YEARBOOK
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163

Tiara Norman
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The following are comments from some of our Key Stage 3 students about
what they enjoyed the most this year:

“

BISI is a unique school filled with lots of fun and
different exciting activities. The students are very
good at welcoming new students and I have hardly
seen or heard any signs of bullying. And even with the
events of coronavirus all of the BISI family tries their
best to make it positive. BISI is a great school to be a
part of.”

“

This year has been fun, exciting and most of all a
new beginning. There were ups and downs but I still
managed to have a wonderful experience in year 7 and
going into secondary was thrilling. It was the thing I
enjoyed the most this year because I met wonderful
teachers and made wonderful friends.”

Lucas Groenfeldt - Year 7

“

I really enjoyed the production show, it was really
energising and exciting to watch all the action happening. It was amazing.”
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Tiara Norman - Year 7

YEARBOOK

Mila Coum - Year 7

“

I enjoyed the school trips and school production. I
played a lot of basketball too!”

Khalid Chaltaf - Year 8

“

I enjoyed the football/basketball trips to Ankara
the most out of the school year because it was fun to
spend time and travel with my friends.”

Georgina Gunnell - Year 9

“

My favorite memories were the basketball/ football trip to Ankara and the year 9 trip out of this year
because it was fun traveling with my friends. The trips
were really calming and adventurous.”

Zilan Nezir - Year 9

I would like to wish all the best to our Year 9 students in their transition to KS4 and, to all of you, have a well-deserved summer
holiday!
I look forward to seeing you again next academic year.

ÁNGELA PÉREZ

YEARBOOK
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a.perez@bisistanbul.org
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KEY STAGE 4

Year 10
Form Tutors

10B

Mr. Kinnear

10I

Ms. Mayer

10S

Mr. Gusain

The Year in

KS4

Two new members joined the KS4 team this year:

Year 11
Form Tutors

Meet the KS4 Team

COORDINATOR

Two new members joined the KS4 team this year: Mr Gusain
and Mr Kinnear, who aren’t new to the school but new to the
Key Stage, and of course, we welcomed back Mrs Mayer, Mr
11B

Mr. Clark

11I

Ms. Pilski

Clark and Ms Pilski, who continued with their remixed forms
this year.
It has been a busy year in KS4 – we had new students joining the BISI community: Alex Richardson, Flora Grenczer, Rustam Jalilov, Sophia Messaoudi, Ryan Atashkar, Sabrina Jalilova,
Omar Shihabi, Rahaf Desouky and Sitora Miroeva in Year 10,

KS4
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Ms. Skoudy

YEARBOOK

and two returning to us after a break, Serena and Nilay Akgün.

We have a talented group of students in our Key

or specialist weeks and competitions: Humanities

experiences and advice to the sessions and stu-

Stage, their talents varying from being wonderful

Week, the Book Quiz and preparing memes for Pi

dents were encouraged to take part in our two

sportsmen and women, musicians, linguists, writ-

Day, busying themselves with the Creative Arts

online environmental projects: Earth Day and the

ers, mathematicians and scientists, to mention

Week’s fashion show and Art for Auction, the en-

BISI environmental projects, with some amazing

just a few of their skills.

vironmental bake sale, and of course, celebrating

outcomes!

the Year 11 students’ achievements for the IGCSE
Year 10 students have been busy adapting to

examinations they took in June 2019, not to men-

We continued with our KS4 Form competition,

the IGCSE course demands, some adjusting more

tion our fantastically talented young actors, who

with vouchers for the winners. In Year 11, it was a

quickly than others, taking part in the Lycian Coast

participated in the War of the World production,

fiercely-close competition between Khadijah and

and Fethiye residential trip, discovering the sites

Oliver Twist and the Murder Mystery and the vari-

Muzna – 11I having the most house points in the

of southern Turkey and partaking in a number of

ous IGCSE Drama assessments.

whole of secondary – quite a feat! – and in Year

activities, getting to know each other and relax-

10 between Kaan and Asiye. Well done too to our

ing before a busy two years ahead, whilst Year 11

The Festive door competition in December

KS4 students, who adapted quite well to remote

have been working and preparing for their final

brought a celebratory and jovial ambience to the

online lessons.

IGCSE examinations, first with the IGCSE Mock

school with many forms taking part and working

examinations in January, and then finalizing their

hard to win. This year in KS4, it was won by 11I

At the end of another exciting year at BISI, I wish

coursework for some of the subjects, their oral ex-

with a great exotic twist to the theme.

you all a relaxing summer break, and I hope the

aminations or practical exams.

Year 10 students will be relaxing during the summer whilst still taking every opportunity to start

It hasn’t only been about academic studies and

prise topics much needed and keeping in line

preparing for a busy Year 11 ahead. I look forward

students and staff in KS4 have thrown them-

with our times, such as video addiction, social

to seeing you all again next year.

selves into the various events happening in and

networks and safety online, mental health, life

out of school, whether sporting events, such as

skills (money management, living away from

Sports Day and the various tournaments – foot-

home) and sexuality. We also worked with a num-

KATYA SKOUDY

ball, volleyball, swimming, to mention but a few,

ber of guest speakers, who brought a variety of

k.skoudy@bisistanbul.org

YEARBOOK
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The PSHE programme has been revised to com-
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IB DIPLOMA PROGRAMME

COORDINATOR

The Key Stage 5 team have worked extremely hard through-

Deco hostel in the centre of Kraków, within easy distance of

out this year to help our students achieve both their aca-

the old town, which has one of the most remarkable squares

demic potential and ensure their social and personal well-

anywhere in the world.

being. They have been encouraged to play a full part in all
activities to become global citizens, be reflective, tolerant,

The students had the most amazing time throughout the

respectful and responsible. This has been done through

Week, including making traditional dolls and Polish bread

some innovative and well thought through PSHE lessons by

that looked like a simit. We walked around a truly amazing

the KS5 pastoral team. I would personally like to thank the

city that had not been destroyed during the Second World

team of Mr. Parry, Mr. Mayer, Ms Parkinson and Mr. Barnes.

War due to the fact that the Germans made it their headquarters because of its beauty.

The first big event of the year was the CAS trip to Kraków in
Poland, which was a truly amazing experience for all those
that involved. We stayed in an wonderfully-furnished Art
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The most important part of the whole trip was the day we spent at the Nazi concentration camps, Auschwitz and Birkenau, which was both harrowing and
eye-opening in equal measure. The students walked around in silence just taking in the horror of it all. But the most significant part of the whole day was
the talk given after the visit by a Holocaust survivor. You could have heard a pin drop throughout the two-hour talk. You could see that they were holding
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back tears as she described her harrowing time in Auschwitz. A truly life-changing experience.
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Throughout the CAS
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trip, the Year 12s were a delight to be with.
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The Year 13s have worked very hard throughout the year on their internal assessments (IAs) in
all subjects. Unknown to them, it was a good job that they had worked so hard, as this year, for
the very first time, the May exams were cancelled and their final grades were calculated on the
basis of their IAs and predicted grades.
While in October, the Year 12s did the first of their important assessments, the Group 4 Project.
There was some excellent group work done and some very interesting topics covered. The
whole of the Science Department was impressed with the way the Year 12s conducted themselves over the two days.
Throughout the year, the Year 13 Chemistry group have kept Mr. Clarke on his toes with all their
diligent lab work.
As we approached Christmas, the Year 13s started to finish off both their Theory of Knowledge
presentations and essays. For many IB Students, these are some of the hardest assignments
they have to do over the two years.
It has been a pleasure to have led the Year 13s through their two-year IB course. All have
worked hard and completed all the work they have been asked to do to the best of their abilities, and, in this year of no exams, I am sure they will all get the grades they deserve.
All the best for the future as you all start the next phase of your education, wherever it might
take you.

SEEF EDDEEN MARSDEN
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The Group 4 Project is a collaborative and multidisciplinary activity, which encourages
IB Diploma Programme (DP) Science students to appreciate the environmental, social
and ethical implications of Science.
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CAS

Irina Fieraru, CAS Coordinator
Year 12 CAS Trip to Krakow, Poland (October 2019)
The CAS trip to Krakow offered our Year 12 IB students the opportunities to explore a beautiful city, quietly healing from its tragic past, to engage
in various experiences within an international context and to support the local community.
There were seven days full of experiences that covered all three strands of CAS. The students toured the city several times admiring the old historical buildings, following Spielberg’s path around the Jewish quarter and discovering the hidden messages of world-acclaimed pieces of street
art. During the week, everybody became ‘’certified’’ in manufacturing obwarzanki (the ‘cousin’ of the Turkish simit) and had so much fun making
Polish dolls to support the Help for Homeless foundation and got some drama skills during the Theatre workshop.
There were emotional moments as well... The students visited Auschwitz and Birkenau camps and had the once-in-a lifetime experience of meeting Ms. Lidia Maksymovicz, the longest-living child survivor from Birkenau. There was nobody who could hide the tears and the old lady was
extremely impressed with our students’ attitude; every single one went to hug her and thank her personally.

Meeting a Holocaust survivor
Reflection by Eren Goknil I’Anson
“I couldn’t possibly express my admiration of a figure who had such a passionate devotion to informing others about
the significance of her story and her experiences of the Holocaust, a topic which
shocked me years before I even knew
I’d get to meet a Holocaust survivor. Listening to her story in such vivid detail
seemed so much more meaningful to me
than watching a movie or reading a history book, which in no way at all would
be able to bring me to the verge of crying my eyes out. There was so much information and emotion incorporated into
her story, I found it far more touching
than going to Auschwitz, so touching in
fact that me and my friends felt the urge
to embrace her and thank her. Opening
the building’s entrance door for her, seeing her leave and simply stroll down the
street with her walking stick only made
me respect her more for the time she
spared to tell us her story.”

Visit to the home for retired teachers (Ogretmen Evi) in Uskudar
“I can say that the visit to the home for retired teachers (Ogretmen Evi) in Uskudar was a gift from some of our IB students to the old Turkish
educators and what they have got in return was not only a CAS experience, but a LIFE experience.
The meeting between people for whom the past is maybe their last holiday with people for whom the past is a whole life was something to be
remembered by all.
We were all very touched by the seniors’ positive comments; they received visits from students from different schools but our students were
highly commended for their genuine kindness and openness.”

CAS reflection
Leen Mshasha (year 13)
“The residents of the home ranged from
elementary teachers to high school mathematics teachers, each with their own
interesting stories that we eagerly listened
and laughed along to. These heart-warming
stories remained with us as we competed in
games of Backgammon and Okey. As we sat,
talked, joked around and the day came to a
close, a group of the residents spoke to us
of the life that lay ahead of us, wishing us
success in our endeavours in a touching and
poetic sendoff that was the perfect end to a
rewarding day.”

Year 12 student helping Primary
School teachers
I always try to explain to the students that CAS
experiences must be a combination of chal-

told me that I can come to the class whenever

however, I began to see the appeal of teaching

and help them again, and honestly I want to as I

these kids. I began enjoying reading with them,

am having a fun time with children while doing

and enjoying correcting them when they slipped

the CAS project”

up because I felt like a part of their education;

lenge and joy and must mean getting out of your

CAS reflection by Maksut O’Connor (Year 12)

comfort zone in order to gain new skills to last a

“When I first started working with the Primary

lifetime. This is how I can define what some of

students, I never imagined the amount of energy

our Year 12 students did for a week shadowing

small kids possess and was frankly a bit unpre-

and helping some of the teachers in our Primary

pared for dealing with the fact that so few kids

School. The feedback from many of the teach-

can get into so many places quickly all at once.

ers was generally positive and in some cases

I think what impressed me the most about this

outstanding. The Year 12 students proved once

experience is that I actually do like kids and I en-

more how caring, creative, patient and polite

joyed being around them, but at the same time

they can be. This is what CAS really is - trying

I also understood that when they are under my

new experiences to discover who you are or who

care, I have an important responsibility to as-

you can be!

sure that I stayed focused on them and kept their

CAS reflection by Naoki Kawaguchi (Year 12)
“Throughout my recent experience of helping

safety as my first priority. I enjoyed doing this
and would be more than happy to do it again!”

in the Primary school I realised that the most

CAS reflection by Alexandra Sarımsakçı (Year

important thing when interacting with children

12)

is to be fair. The children are always looking for

“Going into this experience I was a little appre-

fairness in the society. Furthermore, the second

hensive as I have never been good with little chil-

most important thing when interacting with chil-

dren, and this whole activity was based around

dren is to listen to what they say and empathise.

interacting with children between the ages of 6

The children open their hearts when they under-

and 11. This obstacle however is exactly why I

stand that a person listens to them.

feel that this experience ended up being reward-

I hoped I’m doing well enough and Ms. Derya

ing, rather than stress inducing. By the third day

maybe some minor spelling rule I taught them
would help them in the future, and that in itself
was very rewarding. “

Hisar School Junior Model United Nations
(17 - 20 October 2019)

SILVER

Eren
Göknil I’Anson

Max
Gunnell

Nicole
Isupova

Noah
Roosevelt

Yousuf
Shihabi

Through the award, participants not only discover their own boundaries; they gain useful skills and experiences and form new friendships. They also gain a globally-respected certificate, which is recognised by many universities and other organisations. The award certificate shows that the young person has completed each section of the award through developing new skills, increasing physical health, assisting society and taking part in an adventurous journey. These skills and experiences gained through the award increases the young
person’s confidence, simplifies the process of entering a university or joining their dream job. Participants who have completed the award can continue to be part of the global
award family by joining the alumni network. They can also take part in award leader and supervisor training in order to help spread the award to as many young people as possible.
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Nursena Kamaş
Duke of Edinburgh International Award Leader & Supervisor
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BRONZE

Andriana
Lymperopoulou

Noah
Roosevelt

Ayda
Bekişoğlu

Selin de
Moor

Giulia
Renzi

Seungjune
Min

Lara
Göknil I’Anson

Shakil Goudy
Elmahal

Nike
Hügel

Zeynep
Başkaya
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Youcef Ait
Mehdi
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Michael Barnes, Michael Leaver, Sunil Gusain, Gheorghe Fieraru & Robert Somers
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Mr Leaver accumulated three 7s from his IBDP
Business and Management graduating class. Certainly a record for the Humanities Department
and possibly a school best? And our department
remained unchanged adding to a sense of stability. This year, Mr Leaver led Business, Mr Gusain
led Economics and taught Geography, Mr Fieraru
led Geography, Mr McCullough and I led History
and Mr Barnes led Sociology and Psychology and
taught Geography.
In October, it became a little more tense with the
CIS inspection, but I was incredibly proud of my
team and we seemed to have passed with flying
colours.
Just before half-term break was Humanities Week.
The Humanities Team put together a fun program
which celebrated our Humanities subjects and
tried to get students involved in world issues. Mr
Leaver and Mr Gusain led our stocks and shares
challenge. Students speculated and traded shares
throughout the week with Seungjune in Year 11

proving to be the shrewdest investor and win-

styles of learning. And once again, I am extreme-

ner of a Starbucks treat. Mr Fieraru and Mr Barnes

ly thankful to be able to depend on my depart-

challenged all our students to locate every single

ment’s professionalism and dedication to student

planet on the Earth. Mr McCullough and Mr Som-

learning. All have performed wonderfully. I am

ers devised the fiendish Humanities Quiz. Worthy

sure that their efforts have been appreciated by

winners of the pizza lunch were Mr Muller’s 8B

management, parents and students.

as top KS3 Form and Ms Pilski’s 11I as top KS4/5
Form. Our Runaround Treasure Hunt tested stu-

I am very sorry to have to say farewell to Aaron

dents’ knowledge of the school and Salma and

McCullough. Aaron has taught at BISI for three

Mila in Year 7 was the quickest team to com-

years. In this time, he has turned many Key Stage

plete. The week’s break times were punctuated

3 students into history fans. His innovative and in-

with loud music which challenged the political

clusive style of teaching has encouraged students

and social status quo and our corridor exhibition

and other teachers, including myself, to challenge

featured Year 9 Middle East projects and political

their understanding of history teaching and learn-

ideology posters.

ing. And I have very much appreciated many long
discussions on history and politics with him in his

For the planned Careers Fair, Mr Leavers Business

hot and stuffy classroom. We wish him the best in

class mobilised to involve themselves in market-

his new job in Bangkok.

ing, event management and consultancy.
Have a great summer, and let’s hope to see everyBut then Coronavirus happened.

one again in September.

The Humanities Team scrambled to find ways to

ROBERT SOMERS

introduce new technology, manage exam class-

r.somers@bisistanbul.org

es effectively online and focus students on new
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2019 began well.
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HUMANITIES

WEEK
2020

Quizzes

Runaround

Quizzes

Runaround

Quizzes

Julie Eşiyok
Head of Department for History & Geography (EYFS & Primary)

History and Geography in Primary
Learning about History and Geography in the EYFS & Primary school
sections of BISI is great fun.

Year 3 - interviewing a villager in Zekeriyaköy Village

Teachers work hard to ensure that the children are involved in a wide range of practical and interesting activities with both local and global themes. They are presented with engaging investigations in the form of enquiry questions, such as:

Geography:
Would you like to live in old Zekeriyaköy village? Why? (Year 3); What is life like in the polar
regions and what impact do they have on the climate? (Year 4); What is special about the new
Istanbul Airport? (Year 5).

History:
Florence Nightingale: Why is this nurse remembered and important? (Year 1); Why were the Ottomans able to conquer Constantinople in 1453 when many had failed in the past? (Year 2); How
did Constantinople (Istanbul) change after 1453? Why? (Year 3).
The photographs on these pages showcase some of the many and varied fieldwork trips that the
children have taken over the course of this school year.
Year 4 surveying the traffic and the environment in Bebek

Year 1 - comparing transport from the past with today

Year 2 - comparing firefighting in 1666 with today

Year 6 - drawing a plan view of Rumeli Feneri

Year 4 -surveying the boats using the Bosphorus

Year 6 - measuring distances

Year 1 - finding out how we can protect our Blue Planet

Year 2 - finding out why Rumeli Fort was so important in 1453

Year 5 - using mosaics. from the Roman Grand Palace to find out
about life at the time

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT - Mr. Michael Tarbuck (HoD)
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Jeevesh Kumar, Darren Clark, Michael Tarbuck, Richard Robinson, Joshua Kinnear, Clive Rudd
David Mayer, Nerihan Haskan, Andrea Pilski, Laura Powell, Irina Fieraru
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The Science Department enjoyed fantastic suc-

presentations produced were outstanding and in-

cess in the 2019 academic year in terms of stu-

cluded making plastic from starch, using recycled

dent academic achievement. Our IGCSE and IB

bottle tops for soundproofing and investigating

results were once again above the world aver-

the properties of plastic bags.

ages which shows the commitment and dedication from our students and staff. The interest in

Our students develop their scientific method

Science at this school is always reflected in the

skills starting from Year 7 through to Year 13 with

undergraduate university course applications. In

a culmination of these skills brought together for

2020, we have students with offers for Chemical

the internal assessment in Year 13 and the Ex-

Engineering and Computer Science. We wish all

tended Essay. To ensure this is fully supported in

of our graduating students of 2020 our very best

the curriculum we have changed our KS3 scheme

wishes for success and fulfillment in their future

of work to Exploring Science Working Scientifical-

careers.

ly. Our current Year 8 will complete the transition
to Exploring Science in the 2020-2021 academic

Our Year 12 students produced some fantastic

year.

Group 4 projects on the theme of plastics. The
Group 4 project is a compulsory event that is re-

There were no staff changes in the 2019 and

quired for attaining the full diploma or diploma. It

2020 academic year, though Mr. Robinson will be

is held every year for all students in Year 12 and

reducing his Physics teaching as he takes up his

includes the experimental sciences, Computer

new role as Director of Secondary.

Science, SEHS and ESS.

MICHAEL TARBUCK
This year was perhaps among the best that we

m.tarbuck@bisistanbul.org

have seen with some imaginative ideas and fan-
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tastic application of the scientific method. The

155

MATHS DEPARTMENT - Dr. Taylan Çeltik (HoD)
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Clive Rudd, Dr. Taylan Çeltik, Seef Eddeen Marsden
Duygu Gümüş, Farah Elemara
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Wow, such a year indeed. Not less than a science

In my teaching career of 23 years, it was the first

learning through short investigations, which took

fiction movie. Completely unprecedented. Coro-

time there were no IGCSE or IB exams. All stu-

some getting used to, but are now starting to bare

navirus has changed a lot in our daily lives and we

dents still did their best until the last second to

fruit. Year 10 is a course I have not taught for a

have learned the skills to survive when alone. We

assure themselves that they put enough effort

long time, but am really starting to enjoy. What

have learned terms like social distance, pandem-

into their studies.The majority of IB and IGCSE

can I say about Year 7, boisterous, but eager to

ic, online teaching and online assignments. It also

students worked hard in their preparations for

learn. Over the year, the whole department has

doubled the value of hygiene for all of us. And

this summer’s now cancelled examinations. Their

started to gel together, working hard for each oth-

moreover, we learned the value of basic human

work has not gone to waste though and it will

er and most importantly, for the students. Only

needs, other than fancy brands. We had to put our

stand them in good stead when they move into

third in the Sports Day relay this year - will be

health and safety as a priority by sacrificing many

their IB Diploma Programme or university after

better next Year.

habits we used to have. We met the real heroes

the summer. I asked my department heroes about

of our lives, health workers, for instance. These

their online experience this year. Here are their

nameless heroes were always there, but we have

contributions to our page:

Ms Farah Elemara,

Mr Seef Eddeen Marsden,

I have been very impressed with how students

never given the importance they deserve up until
now. I think life will never be the same for any of

have adjusted to online learning. We have adapt-

us after corona.
We miss the silly things, like eating lunch all to-

This year has been an excellent year for me as a

ed our teaching and learning and embraced on-

teacher and for Mathematics too.

line tools, such as Geogebra and Desmos. We
have even developed skills in using Google Drive

gether (despite some complaints about school
food) and we also miss socialising during the

Year 13 have been a delight to teach and worked

through creating documents and folders and

weekend with our classmates. But significantly,

hard and kept me amused too.

sharing work.

“show” go on. All the departments, including us,

Year 12, after a rocky start, have grown on me and

did our best to not be hindered by certain circum-

are now really starting to get into the new course.

stances.

This new course involves a lot more independent

YEARBOOK
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as the BISI community, we managed to make the
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And Ms Duygu Gümüş,

As a teacher, I have most enjoyed learning how

more independent when it comes to their learn-

to screen-record myself annotating and talking

ing. It is interesting to see how some who did not

through digital presentations and exam questions

do well in school are now improving (maybe fewer

The Online Maths Teaching and Learning ex-

and sharing these with the students. It is a skill I

distractions), while others are finding it difficult

perience have been a steep learning curve for

will take with me beyond remote teaching.

to discipline themselves to do the work. Overall,

students and staff alike. We have all learnt new

it seems to be working well. The most challenging

skills, including how to create YouTube channels

My Year 10 students have commenced the new

issues are the internet and getting to grips with

and videos, how to use online learning platforms,

Cambridge IGCSE 0606 Additional Mathematics

the technology, which again is giving teachers

such as MyiMaths, and taken up the opportunity

course with great enthusiasm. They are currently

and students problems, but also the chance to de-

to benefit from free resources, such as Ti Nspire

delving deeper than ever before into the world

velop their IT skills.

software and GeoGebra. We are continuously

of functions, learning how to identify the domain

adapting and improving our practice. All in all, I

and range of complex mathematical relations. My

One of the biggest problems was to help stu-

am proud of the progress my students have made

KS3 students have impressed me with their deter-

dents to use Google Docs and Sheets and upload

and will continue to make. I again want to thank

mination despite the circumstances. Some have

and manage their work on Google Drive. Perhaps

each of my department members in helping me to

even received blue slips for completing exten-

some tuition from school would have been use-

keep the Maths education going. YES, WE DID IT!!!

sion/ bonus puzzles. Overall, it is amazing to see

ful. I have been doing it, but I am also learning.

how both students and teachers have overcome

If I cannot see my Year 13 students again, I also

obstacles in creative ways to ensure that teaching

We are all getting into Myimaths and it is very

want to wish them the best of luck in their future

and learning continue, albeit slightly differently

useful for setting daily tasks. I am keeping to the

lives. With my Year 11 students, I am already in

from before!

schedule we had in school for weekly homework

touch. We have started informal IB studies with

and using our resources and lessons. Online tests

those who have volunteered. They seem to be

have become usual, though not open-book, and

very ready for the IB.

Mr Clive Rudd,

I have tried to instil in them a sense of trust, explaining that cheating will not benefit anyone as

the added benefit of making our students much

I need to assess whether they need help or not.
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The online teaching of school closure will have
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Scott Murray

Head of Primary and Pre-school Mathematics
This academic year was my first as Head of Primary Mathematics and

able to see the impact that digital game-based learning can have on our

also the first year of greater alignment between primary and pre-school

students, while also increasing the profile of maths across the school.

mathematics. Everyone has been very supportive, and I have enjoyed

The goal was for students to earn as many medal points by complet-

rising to the challenge of this new position. Across all year groups,

ing lessons to achieve either a Bronze standard, Silver standard or Gold

we continue to work towards embedding Mathematics Mastery in our

standard. Every Bronze standard made collected one medal point, a Sil-

teaching and learning. Class teachers are doing a fantastic job of mak-

ver standard achieved was worth two medal points, and a Gold standard

ing practical investigations an integral part of their lessons. Owing to

gained added three medal points. Children scored a maximum of three

the COVID-19 situation, we have all had to upskill ourselves in the de-

points per activity.

livery of online lessons and using technology. These skills have been
especially evident in mathematics lessons, and this is something that

Children achieving two hundred points or more were awarded a gold

we will work towards developing in the next academic year.

medal from Mangahigh. These medals were challenging to attain, but
four of our primary pupils did: Liza Anton, Xiayao ‘Tina’ Huang, Miya Becoulet, and Zainedeen Aslan. Other children were awarded book vouch-

for mathematics this year was the Mangahigh and COBIS Maths Chal-

ers and certificates or participation and points on a class-to-class basis.

lenge. This event ran from the 18th through to the 29th November

The competition was a great success and something that we will be tak-

2019 and children across all campuses participated.

ing part in next year.

The idea was for our pupils to complete maths activities, which in turn

I wish all pupils, teachers and parents a well-deserved summer break

contributed towards medal points. Teachers, pupils and parents were

and looking forward to seeing you in the next academic year.

2019-20
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Primary subject days are biennial, so the main event across EYFS to KS2
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MFL DEPARTMENT - Gabriella Davutoğlu (HoD)
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Nursena Kamaş, Ángela Pérez, Marien Bemi, Gabriella Davutoğlu, Ana María Vásquez & Katya Skoudy
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Welcome to the Modern Foreign Languages De-

had to re-adjust our teaching and learning routine

partment pages! Another year has passed and I

and plans to fit the circumstances. I am pleased to

want to take this opportunity to express my ap-

report that throughout the year teachers have en-

preciation and gratitude to every member of the

deavoured to inspire and engage their students

department. Our success is evidence of our dedi-

with exciting, well-crafted lessons and the stu-

cation. In our department, we don’t only aim to

dents have responded positively. I am enormous-

teach foreign languages: French, German, Spanish

ly impressed with the students’ progress and their

and Turkish, our daily interaction with the stu-

level of commitment and dedication to their stud-

dents focuses on a variety of other useful learn-

ies. Below are details and images of what we have

ing objectives that allow us to equip them with

been up to this year. Enjoy the pictures!

Year 9 Spanish conversation in a restaurant

the right tools to expand their horizons, broaden
their cultural pluralism and to conquer the world.
With their linguistic skills, our students are very

GABRIELLA DAVUTOĞLU
g.davutoglu@bisistanbul.org

well prepared not only to succeed academically,
but also to connect and communicate in an international environment.

Year 9 Spanish conversation in a restaurant

Year 7 Spanish Describing your house presentations

This year has been unique in many ways. We
started the academic year full of enthusiasm and
expectations. From September, teachers were
hard at work planning, updating and delivering
their curricula and students were eager to receive
their teachers’ input and guidance and to show
their progress through a variety of tasks and ac-

YEARBOOK
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tivities. Then, Remote Teaching started and we all
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Year 9 Spanish conversation in a restaurant

Year 12 Spanish AI Oral presentation to describe characters
in the film Motorcycles Diaries

Year 12 Spanish AI Oral presentation to describe characters
in the film Motorcycles Diaries

Year 12 Spanish AI Oral presentation to describe characters
in the film Motorcycles Diaries

Year 13 Spanish AI Biography of a Spanish-speaking
personality

Year 13 Spanish AI Biography of a Spanish-speaking
personality

Year 7 Spanish Describing your house presentations
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Year 7 Spanish Describing your house presentations

Year 13 Spanish AI Biography of a Spanish-speaking
YEARBOOK
personality

Mardi gras celebration or Shrove Tuesday

Years 12 & 13 IB French classes visit to the French Institute in Taksim, Istanbul.

Mardi gras celebration or Shrove Tuesday

Years 12 & 13 IB French classes visit to the French Institute in Taksim,
Istanbul.
YEARBOOK
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Mardi Gras celebration or Shrove Tuesday
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FRENCH

Vincent di Placido
This year in French, we covered many things and many topics. Games, speaking performances and many other activities were included. French is important to learn because it is a common language spoken in many countries including: Canada, Madagascar, Algeria and so on.
Our e-learning experience allowed us to work from home on different material mainly using
TV5 a francophone website, activities based on different video links covering themes as
diverse as clothes, jobs, house or physical description. We wish that one day we will have a
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school trip to France…
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Kelly Kapusuzoğlu, Scott Cosnett, Amor Cabato & Lisa Mayer
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The Creative Arts

Shahjahan (madman Saul); Zeynep Başkaya (the

terns - to name a few. We were stolen away from

President); Amélie Cosnett (scientist); Nike Hügel

ourselves in moments of beauty and contempla-

(H.G. Wells); and, well lots more. In the Winter

tion as we have listened to IB students Rebecca

Showcase, we were treated to heart-warming fes-

Uys and Hiroki Kawaguchi. Arias uplifted us and

What a year it has been in the Creative Arts. This

tive classics from the Big Choir and the School Or-

the cello transformed us in our mood. And though

year, yet again, we have seen some mesmeric per-

chestra, managed by the irrepressible Mrs Mayer

the world seemed a darker place for the spread

formances in the big production, in both acting

and Ms Kelly. In the Winter Showcase, we were

of the virus, when our school closed its doors the

and music. We have been wowed by Rebecca Uys

also treated to the staff parody, witnessing Ms

creativity did not stop. For in isolation we were

and Emely Tromberg who were the front wom-

Scotland and Mr Kinnear performing as Scotish

brought together and we found new ways, crea-

en, leading the vocals, in the War of the Worlds

astronauts in communication with McHouston as

tive ways of performing and collaborating and

production. Of course, every frontman or wom-

alien ships arrived. We watched Mr Bradley, Mr

designing and crafting and composing and ac-

an needs a band - to belt out the riffs, drive the

Seef, Mr Tarbuck, and well, all of the teachers in-

companying and… creating art.

rhythm and cut in with the solos. Shakil Goudy

volved in the parody, dancing very badly to the

(drums), Max Gunnell (guitar), Noah Roosevelt

War of the Worlds theme song. It was truly terrify-

(guitar and bass), SeungJune Min (guitar and bass)

ing. And during the Showcase, we also watched as

thrashed out the music and ensured it was one

Year 9 parodied classics like Star Wars, Harry Pot-

of the loudest, edgiest productions BISI has ever

ter, and Jurassic Park. Who can forget when Tug

seen. And we cannot forget the beautiful operatic

arrived on his motorcycle with his domesticated

voice of Kamand Cheraghi - making our hairs stand

velociraptors? This year, the Creative Arts Wall

on end as Newt (Mila Coum) and Sheldon (Andri-

has served as an outlet for Visual Art students and

ana Lymperopoulou) prepared to go into space to

a talking point for the rest of the school. Wonder-

fight the aliens and save humanity. With so many

ful art projects orchestrated and overseen by Ms

great performances, it is hard to single any one

Cabato and Ms Kelly have seen students produc-

person out for praise, but some of the standout

ing stunning designs and pieces: wings, zentan-

ones, not already mentioned were: Muzna

gles, clay figurines and stunning embroidary pat-

SCOTT COSNETT
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s.cosnett@bisistanbul.org
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SCHOOL
PRODUCTION
What if intellects vast and cool watched our planet and regarded us? What if some of those intellects decided that humanity
was a threat and should be erradicated before it had a chance to
spread across the universe? What if forces beyond us, far more
advanced than us, set about wiping out humanity and liberating our planet from us? What if we were reduced to only a few,
with little hope left, scattered, divided and leaderless? What if
the systems and constructs that we had created were utterly
anihilated? What if those humans that were left, hiding in the
shadows, represented eveything vile, selfish and spiteful about
us, as well as eveything that is good? What if we were forced to
question whether or not this world would be better off without
us and our dual capacity for virtue and vice? What if our perception of our place in the universe was challenged and what if
we found that we ourselves were the virus destroying our own
host - the Earth? What if our fates lay in the hands of one child,
who was not really a child, but a technological gift sent by sympathetic forces, beyond our comprehension - to help us to fight
against those forces trying to destroy us? What if? This year’s
school production asked: What if?

2019-20
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ART
SHOWCASE

Mrs Zoë Cosnett

Year 6 Teacher & Head of Creative Arts
This year, the theme for the COBIS Art Competition was Today’s Actions Shape Tomorrow’s World.
We first held our own BISI competition in order to determine who would get through to the COBIS
competition. We had loads of fantastic entries from some very talented children. We were very
impressed by the creativity of some of the children in how they interpreted the brief.

We are extremely pleased to announce the winners of our
BISI art competition:
EYFS - Elias Becoulet (Reception)
KS1 - Lily Saltanat (Y2)
KS2 - Jhea Lee (Y4), Eda Önel (Y4), Zartasha Khan (Y6), Jihoon Lim (Y6)
Group Entry - Sofía Doğanay Pérez & Selvi Özen (Y4)

At any given time in the school calendar, a trip to the Art rooms is a magical experience. A visit to Ms Amor or Ms Kelly’s respective room will fuel your imagination
and show you just how creative our artists truly are. If you were to drop by Ms
Amor’s room, in December say, you would have seen the ceiling illuminated by
extremely impressive and very large decorative lanterns, fit to light up any festive window display. Throughout the year, a visit to Miss Amor’s room might have
brought to your eye’s attention fascinating, relaxing and stimulating zentangle
designs. Had you popped in, in March, you would have seen students applying
final touches to their very own angelic wing designs. If you had visited Ms Kelly’s
classroom at about the same time, you would have seen a horde of wonderful
characters, created and brought to life by Year 7 and some clay. Each figure, in
some way, would have provided you an inkling about the person that had created
it. And it is not just in lesson time that students were getting serious about their
art. From January onwards, a visit to the art room at lunch might have shown you
students busy in preparation for their very own fashion show - students like Derya,
Ayda or Kamand. You might have also been privileged to see students getting entrepreneurial, crafting fine pieces for an art auction. Or a visit during the weekend might have revealed the process of how students decorate our Creative Arts
Wall. And we have not even mentioned our IB Visual Arts students Rebecca and
Leen yet. These dedicated students were busily employed throughout the year in
preparation for their final exhibitions, showcasing their skills as designers, creators and artists, capable of applying theory to their practice and making pieces to
provoke meaningful reaction from the audience. You might have also caught our
IGCSE students making their process portfolios to accompany their final pieces.
You might have seen Junga tirelessly sketching cats and dogs from various perspectives, Vlad getting creative with hot air balloons or Margherita designing very
weird looking heads. I think it is fair to say that no matter when you had visited the
Art rooms, your eyes would have been in for a visual treat.

DRAMA
SHOWCASE

It has been a busy year on the stage. Each year,
each Key Stage 3 year group makes their own production for performance. Year 7, this year, made
an Indonesian-inspired piece linking music to drama. Year 8 took on the job of creating gothic horror pieces for Creative Arts Week, and Year 9 made
movie parodies - performed at the Winter Showcase. In Year 10, the 19 IGCSE Drama students undertook their first performances for their coursework requirements. They treated us to their own
orignial melodramatic pieces, and they moved
from page to stage with Wilder’s meta-theatrical
classic ‘Our Town’. Year 11, IGCSE students had
their biggest undertaking of the course, creating
their own all-singing, all-dancing pieces for the
most challenging audience of all, very young children. They created wildly interactive pieces which
engaged the students with robots and aliens. IB
Theatre student Rebecca Uys, fresh from making
her very own production of the Jungle Book, immersed herself in Biomechanics and Meyerhold
to craft her solo theatre piece, whilst Year 12 student Elene Arveladze began her directorial career
by directing an adaptation of ‘Oliver’ as well as
designing the interactive elements of the Murder
Mystery: Branson.

MUSIC

SHOWCASE

Close your eyes and listen to notes, both beautiful and somehow alien, hovering in
front of you, yet far out of the reach of mortals. But that haunting sound does not
filter down to us from the heavens above; rather, it eminates from a student: Hiroki
Kawaguchi. He is rehearsing to perform an aria for his IB Music recital. Shut your eyes
a second time and listen. It is not far away. Rebecca Uys is playing her cello, rehearsing
for her IB recital. It is sad and subdued - and then it becomes tense and frantic; it leads
us down dark, narrow corridors towards dark places in our imagination, within the
labyrinths and catacombs of our minds, carrying us to the edge of our anxieties before
pulling us back into the light, warming and soothing us. Listen again. Listen harder. It
is surely a piano. That’s Alara Coban creating yet another filmic score which could easily provide non-diegetic accompaniment for any number of Hollywood blockbusters.
Listen out through that open window, to IGCSE Music students below: bending strings,
making solos, using technology to layer their musical compositions. Maybe, it is Noah
Roosevelt or Max Gunnell - I’m not sure which - recording guitar solos or readying
monsterous riffs for their IGCSE coursework. Somewhere else, in the distance, the
drums call. They are djembe drums and they keep a beat - solid and steady. It feels
old, traditional, from someplace other. Indonesian perhaps? Ah, yes it is Year 7 creating their Gamelan pieces, celebrating the musical traditions of Indonesia. Another
sound filters in. Do you hear it? It is cutting through everything - sharp with emotion. It
is Salma from Y7 and Johnnie from Year 10. They are playing their violins but there is
a modern techno beat accompanying them. Someone is challenging convention, causing old sounds to find new, unfamiliar context and surroundings. This avant-gardeminded student is Ashton from Y8. He is immersed in a world of sound, desperately
trying to create something to provoke change and move music ever forward. The piece
intensifies, building to a climax, the beat progressive and challenging, and then... It is
time for lunch; the music suddenly stops.

ELGIZ

PROJECT

Zoë Cosnett

Primary Head of Creative Arts
BISI Master Chef
An important part of the Design Technology curriculum is learning all about food, exploring new
ingredients and flavours and discovering the joy of cooking. Here at BISI, the children begin their
culinary journey in EYFS where they discover how to handle different ingredients, learning to chop
and mix a range of foods. As the children enter KS1, they learn to differentiate between healthy
and unhealthy food and begin discovering where our food comes from. In Year 1, the children sample a variety of fruits and then work together to design and make mouth-watering fruit smoothies.
In Year 2, they explore different types of bread from around the world before making their very
own tasty snacks. In KS2, the children continue learning about the benefits of a healthy diet, as
well as exploring the importance of using seasonal ingredients and the environmental impact of
global food miles. In Year 3, the children work together to design a healthy snack for one of the
teachers; of course, this is much appreciated by their chosen teacher! The Year 4 children conduct
surveys of favourite flavours across the school before designing and cooking delicious muffins. Year
5 children go to the experts, visiting a local pizza restaurant for their top tips before making their
own scrumptious pizzas. And, at the top of the school, the Year 6 children celebrate the flavours of
home, sharing their favourite foods from their home countries which they then combine to create
uniquely flavoursome fusion-food dishes.
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cooking up a storm!
YEARBOOK

As you can see, here at BISI, we really are

EYFS discovering ingredients.

Year 2 making their tasty toast.

Year 3 keeping the teachers happy with
their delicious snacks.
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Year 1 and their fabulous smoothies.
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Amazing muffins Year 4!

YEARBOOK

Year 5 perfecting their pizza making
skills.

Year 6 completing their fusion food
meals at home during the lockdown.

Music

allows us to

express ourselves and create. Music evokes
memories and stimulates our imagination.
Music makes us happy and makes us sad.
It makes us feel excited and makes us feel
calm. Music helps us to relax and helps to
energise our souls. Music makes us want to
move and dance and sing and shout!
For all these reasons and many more, just
imagine how important it was for our pupils
to continue enjoying, making, appreciating
and celebrating music whilst under curfew.
Here is just a small selection of what they

YEARBOOK
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got up to…
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ENGLISH DEPARTMENT - Russell Gunnell (HoD)
Mark Muller, Russell Gunnell, Martyn Parry
Fiona Lewis, Gemma Parkinson, Joan Christianssen, Ana María Vásquez

Writing a contribution for the yearbook provides a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the school’s achievements throughout this academic
year. This year, however, is like no other before, students, staff, and families have been challenged in new ways no one thought possible. BISI
saw children go from the physical classroom to the virtual one. Staff, with the support of families, needed to develop new ways to help students
progress into independent readers and writers. While all rose to the challenge and delivered brilliantly, we cannot forget the start of the year
when students were given the opportunity to participate in global competitions such as the COBIS Poetry contest and Literacy Planet’s Word
Mania. Key Stage 1was also treated to amazing performances created by the IGCSE students. Overall, it has been a very successful year given all
the circumstances our students have had to face and I am sure the newly learned digital skills will continue to benefit them well into the future.
Best wishes,
Heather Bowen
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Primary Head of English
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ESL

IN PRIMARY

FS2 & KS1 in Zekeriyaköy with Miss Clio

Look at our super smiles!
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We really enjoy developing
our English
Language skills in
ESL class.
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Carolyn Güven

ESL KS1 and EYFS City

Aiden Brandon

Clara Eliah Adrien

Doruk Janyar Manal Rafek

Heleen Vojtech Amirpashsa

YunSeul HyeonJun Rana Daniah

Adrien Erica DaIn

It has been a strange and busy year: busy with lots of activities and fun in the classroom, strange with the new way of learning. It is hard not
to be able to shout and play SNAP! when learning new words...but mums and dads might not like you slapping the screen.
Such a shame about the ESL Picnic not happening this year.

Jackie Goudy
ESL KS2 City

Following a hugely successful ESL picnic, climbing at Forestanbul in June, we made a
positive start to our new school year in September. The students were making great
progress when our school life changed completely and went online. Despite the
many hurdles, most students managed to continue their progress in English and we
all discovered a lot about distance learning.

Dorothy Gwillim

The ESL Picnic KS2 Zekeriyaköy

A super sandcastle!

Happy memories of the Summer of 2019
With buckets and spades, balls and hoops, we set off to the beach for our traditional ESL
picnic. After finding a good spot the children got into groups to make their sandcastles.
They looked great with decorations, moats and towers. It was hard to choose a winner.
There was plenty of time for paddling and snacking, before heading off to the shade for
our lunch, some delicious treats from home, and of course, ice-cream.
To end the day we had our traditional Tug of War on the beach. I am not sure who won but
it was great fun and involved a lot of tumbling in the sand!

Ready to go

The Tug of War

A lovely lunch

Sandcastle competition

Team work!

A

KS2 ESL with Mrs Gwillim

nother fantastic year in ESL with lots of new friends from different
countries. There were some bumps along the way as the schools closed and we
began distance learning. The ESL children, with strong support from parents,
soon adapted to the ‘new normal’ and continued to work hard and make great
progress.
I am so proud of them!
Here are some pictures of the ‘old normal’ before online learning. The Beginners are making posters

Daniel, Aylin, Riyo and
Helena
Aliah, Gianluca and Jiwan

and in another photo doing their first independent reading comprehension. What concentration! The
Elementary group are doing a past tense speaking activity whilst Year 4 quietly read Fairy Stories
as they wait for their lesson to start. The Intermediate groups as always, work hard on their writing.

Hanzade, Selim, Ali and Firdavs

Ali, Damien and Suenghyun

Key Stage 1 ESL Picnic
On Tuesday, 28th May, all the KS1 esl students from Zekeriyaköy, City
and National campuses gathered in Belgrade Forest to celebrate a
year of hard work.
There was biscuit decorating (and eating, of course), lots of amazing
international snacks to go with the school packed lunch, lots of time
in the playground, a team treasure hunt and circle games.
The children had a great time making new friends and seeing some
old ones.
Cliodhna Hanley and Carolyn Güven
KS1 ESL teachers.

Mother Tongue in Primary at BISI
Greetings in Mother Tongue

We know how important it is to acknowledge, celebrate and encourage
children to develop their mother tongue language skills.
We started the year with a talk, and shared ideas with parents about
how to support the development of their child’s mother tongue, and the
importance of literacy.
Research has shown that improving literacy skills in the mother tongue
can be key to a child’s future academic success. A strong mother tongue
also helps learning and improving in English. Most of all, with a positive
attitude towards their mother tongue a child will gain a strong and confident cultural identity.

Saying Hello

Some families follow a programme from their home country, others go
to Saturday schools or have private tutors. At BISI, in Key Stage 2, it is
possible for a child to use the French lesson time to study their home

Victoria working on her
Dutch

Mother Tongue Drama

language.

Raising Awareness
In order to raise awareness of the importance of the different languages
in our school, the children introduced themselves in their Mother Tongue
and made displays of writing in their many different languages.
This year, as we always do, we set up Mother Tongue drama clubs on both
campuses and were busy translating scripts and rehearsing our shows.
In Etiler it was to be The Singing Bird, aand in Zekeriyaköy, The Lorax. We
achieved a lot and had plenty of fun, but unfortunately we had to cancel
our shows because of school closures.

Rehearsal

LEARNING SUPPORT - Agnieszka Hügel (HoD)
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Agnieszka Hügel, Joseph Duffin

YEARBOOK

The BISI Learning Support Department provides support for students experiencing
learning difficulties in accordance with the school’s philosophy and goals. Our department is responsible for the provision of intervention, and progress review of
students referred for Special Needs. The Learning Support Department staff work
collaboratively with mainstream teachers, parents, administrators, as well as with
the ESL department, external Educational Psychologists, Speech Therapists and
other professionals. Our Team consists of two LS teachers: Agnieszka Hügel (HoD)
and Joseph Duffin.
We work with a wonderful diverse group of international students in all academic
areas offering pull-out and push-in support in all areas of the curriculum.

AGNIESZKA HÜGEL
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a.huegel@bisistanbul.org
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SPORTS DEPARTMENT - Christian Hügel (HoD)
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James Appleby, Michael Leaver, Sandra Scotland, Laura Powell, Joshua Kinnear & Christian Hügel
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Last year, the PE Department wrote in the 2019

and we switched to online learning, 117 teach-

trained almost every lunch time because the

edition of the yearbook that sport is a key ele-

ing days out of 175 had been taught already and

motivation of a few key players, such as Beybars

ment in our life and maybe the most important

many positive achievements in our subject had

Amre, Sam Dvořák and Giovanni Petruccelli, kept

subject a school has to offer.

been made. We experienced three very good

the momentum going throughout the entire year.

and successful Sports Days, including our parent

As for our Primary badminton training, we had

When in March 2020, all social activities, includ-

races in the Primary School. Many school records

so many participants that we had to stagger the

ing sport, gradually became restricted to the point

got smashed at the Secondary Sports Day held at

players by age groups. Our last highlight was the

where it was forbidden, we all could see the im-

ENKA and the house result was won by just one

Years 7 and 8 boys and girls multi-sport trip to

portance physical activity plays in our day-to-day

point difference.

Northern Cyprus, in which it was a pleasure to

routines. I cannot even imagine how some of our

Our football teams in Primary and Secondary

see, for example, Amélie Cosnett, Olivia Johnson,

students must have felt, after just a few days of

school participated in the ISL and TISL tourna-

Maxence Coum and Konstanty Pilecki, to mention

being locked inside an apartment building with-

ments and showed perfect commitment, effort

just a few, competing against ESK and making new

out the possibility of even going for a walk.

and, most importantly, sportsmanship. These at-

friendships. Academically, I want to mention that

tributes are for us coaches more rewarding than

the Year 11 and the Year 13 groups successfully

The boom that online sports videos went through

winning the match (what we usually still did :-) ).

finished their IGCSE PE and IB Sports, Exercise and

says it all and proves how we love our sports and

Here, I want to mention and point out our Primary

Health Science courses respectively.

being active. Some YouTubers had up to 1 mil-

girl’s football team. These approximately 20 girls

lion live viewers on a day-to-day basis. We as PE

around Zara Murtaza, Sorina Lloyd, Sofía Doğanay

We wish you all a relaxing summer. Although, at

teachers tried to adapt to the situation and cater

Pérez and Marina Vidal González were simply

the time this paragraph is being written, it is not

for the needs of different age groups as best we

astonishing in all aspects and surely were ‘The

clear yet where we will be spending our summers.

could. We made live sessions for students to par-

team’ of 2019/20.

However, we do know that if we want to, we can
be active and sporty anytime and anywhere in the

aiming towards our secondary students. Weekly

Our swimming team trained all year round and

sport challenges and personal on demand videos

participated in the TISL. This was also success-

got recorded and shared to KS1 and KS2 students.

ful due to help from Lara and Eren Göknil I’Anson

By 13 March, when the school buildings closed

in coaching and training. Our basketball teams

world.

CHRISTIAN HÜGEL
c.huegel@bisistanbul.org
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ticipate in and have a group experience mainly
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Each school came with two teams and we
played a good two and a half hour tournamentMEF A was the strongest team overall. Next
time, with our entire team available, we hope to
give them a good run again
YEARBOOK

First Primary Football
boys versus

IIS and MEF

Mid School Football Tournament
YEARBOOK
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Interschool
Primary Football
Tournament
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CLASS

PHOTOS
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PRIMARY
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Martin Boardman

Lizzie Lincoln
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Year 4L are such a lovely bunch of kids. We have laughed, struggled, danced, joked, learnt, understood, grown and eaten. The list goes
on. Thank you so much to all of you for your kindness and thought. What a great team you are!
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Playground Builders from the City
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Kim Sharratt

Y1S make an excellent team! We have created so many memories together this year and we have had a lot of fun during our
learning. I am very proud of each one of you. Thank you for a great year!
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Kim Sharratt

Ms Williams and Student Council Coordinator, Mr Boardman.
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City Community and Student Council volunteers paint EYFS wall
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Christmas lunch on City Campus
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Dave Scarff

Student Council - City

Row 1 (Left to Right)

Eun Seong Sim, Elena Desbrosses, Jona Paalvast, Suah Jung, Alex Didenko

Row 2 (Left to Right)
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Bomin Kwak, Zainedeen Aslam, Stella Jensen
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Merhabalar!

Turkish with Ms. Hatice
The Turkish lessons for each year group are
divided into two groups.
One group consists of the native speakers; in those
lessons, I encourage the children to develop their
literacy skills, focusing on the reading and writing
specifically, along the lines of the Primary Literacy
Schemes of Work.
In the second group, we have the beginner learners,
who have the privilege of learning Turkish to support
their daily interactions, when they are out and about
in Istanbul. For this group, my lessons are planned using a variety of activities and games, in order to engage the students and help them remember vocabulary and key skills.

Year 6 prepare their Turkish weekly timetable
projects.

Studentstheir
try to
find out
what timetable
word they
Y6 prepare
Turkish
weekly
heard. We love to play this game :)
projects.

We play ‘’Acaba neyim?’’ with food

read aTurkish
text and
try totimetable
find which
Y6Students
prepare their
weekly
word they heard.
projects.

Y6We
prepare
their
Turkish
weekly
timetable
learned
parts
of the
body and
we played the numbering game for our topic. Who finished first?
projects.

Congratulations !

Elisa Robinson
represented the UK

Gymnastics Competition
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FIRST OVERALL IN CATEGORY; SCORES OF 13.05 FOR HOOP AND 12.80 FOR CLUBS.
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EVENTS
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SPORTS

DAY

BRITISH
the

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

I STAN B U L

BRITISH
the

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

I STAN B U L

BRITISH
the

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

I STAN B U L

Sports Day

MEDALS

1 Humanities Department

2 Science Department

Teachers’ Relay Race

3 Maths Department

SWIMMING

GALAS

CROSS COUNTRY

ISL

FRIDAY

ACTIVITIES

GIRLS’ FOOTBALL

This activity was popular with the girls and was well-attended. The girls improved their level of skill and went on to represent the school in
a number of fixtures.
M Leaver

BOYS’ FOOTBALL (YEAR 9+)

Lots of great games of football have been played between our 14 footballers. There have been some terrific skills shown and goals scored
and lots of hard work and application.
J Kinnear

VOLLEYBALL

The volleyball players have honed their skills whilst playing in many small-sided games. There has been a definite improvement from many
and some exciting games.
J Kinnear

DANCE CLUB

In Dance Club, students have worked in small groups to develop their own creative dance, which has given them the opportunity to explore
various dance forms and music.
L Powell

BADMINTON

On Fridays afternoons, students come in the blue gym and make sure the net is set up properly by keeping the following things in mind:
• The net covers the whole width of the court.
• The net is pulled tight, not left slack.
• The net is in the middle, so that both court halves are the same size.
They divide themselves into teams, have a bit of a warm-up knocking the shuttle about, and play singles, doubles and mixed doubles.
S Gusain

MOTOCROSS

It was a great way to finish the week for everyone who took part in the motocross activity. Students learned many new skills, explored the
forest and mastered some jumps. This kind of recreational activity will have a positive impact throughout the students’ lifetime. An activity
never to be forgotten.
N Kamaş

WELCOME

DAY

FAB

FRIDAY

NATIONAL DAY

CELEBRATIONS

GLOBAL

COMMUNITY DAY

WINTER
SHOWCASES

KS2 WELLNESS DAY

ATATÜRK

COMMEMORATION

BREAST CANCER AWARE

ENESS DAY

ENVIRONMENT

COMMITTEE
Mounting evidence of the intensifying climate crisis on our planet has led to more concerted efforts by Enviro Com this year to do what we can,
where we are, with what we have. Our guiding principle to ‘Think Global - Act Local’ has led to multiple initiatives in both Primary and Secondary Schools, including the following:
•

Global Community Day waste was minimised by participants being required to use their own crockery and cutlery.

•

Global Citizen Week in Primary School (PS) focused on responsible consumption, fair trade, reducing food waste, and buying local food
produce.

•

In PS the Autumn Festival collected donations towards TIDER food bank.

•

Winter Bazaar organisation included a reusable coffee cup stall run by the PTA, and stall holders were requested to minimise waste.

•

PS Eco Club held an upcycling competition.

•

An environmentally themed Visual Art competition was also held in PS.

•

Environment-themed posters were created independently by PS pupils concerned about the planet.

•

A PS assembly organised by Emily Newton’s class included a global warming, deforestation and endangered species presentation.

•

The ECA Club in National School KS1 was a great success in raising awareness about responsible food consumption.

•

An informative and topical weekly ‘Eco Wednesday’ Presentation, compiled by Farah Elemara, was shared every Wednesday with all Secondary School (SS) classes during morning registration.

•

‘Climate Crisis’ Schemes of Work were completed with Key Stage 3 English classes.

•

In SS, a Green Mufti Day and Bake sale raised close to 2000TL for projects, and included students pledging to specific actions to improve
the environment.

•

An ongoing Vintage and Pre-loved Clothes Swop was set up in SS.

•

‘Enviro Warriors’ in SS upcycled plastic and cardboard waste to create a sculpture and bird-feeders, and created placards for the (unfortunately cancelled) visit of Atlas Sarrafoğlu, Turkey’s leading youth environmental activist.

•

SS Student Council organised a ‘Team Trees’ awareness initiative including a quiz competition (winners were awarded trees to plant in
the garden), a bake sale and mufti which raised 1568 TL, or the equivalent of 265 trees, for ‘Team Trees’.

•

SS Student Council also held an Australian Bushfire relief mufti and bakesale which raised awareness and and 1880 TL for WWF Australian Fires Donation Program.

•

Sale of reusable water bottles continued.

•

Recycling of paper, plastic, metal, batteries and used kitchen oil continued.

•

Plastic ayran cups from the canteen were recycled.

•

A weekly ‘Meat Free’ Thursday lunch in the canteen was finalised and came into effect.

•

The composting bin became fully operative, including appropriate waste from the kitchen, ably organised by Mr. Mayer and Year 12 CAS
students.
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KS1 & KS2 Award Ceremonies 2019

KS1 & KS2 Award Ceremonies 2019

KS1 & KS2 Award Ceremonies 2019

KS1 & KS2 Award Ceremonies 2019

Secondary School

AWARDS

IGCSE AWARDS

IGCSE AWARDS

IGCSE AWARDS

IGCSE AWARDS

SECONDARY DIRECTOR’S AWARD 2019

Virtual IB Graduation

Ceremony 2020

300

2019-20

Remote
TEACHING AND LEARNING

YEARBOOK

2019-20

YEARBOOK

301

302

2019-20

“Please sir, my dog ate my homework…” said the very
conscientious Kamand with a perfectly straight face.
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Teachers’ Appreciation Day
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WILLIAM BRADLEY

You’ve been promoted to one of the best roles in life.

Enjoy it to the fullest!

Congratulations

Introducing Richard Robinson:

Newly appointed Director of Secondary starting September 2020

It is with great pleasure that we introduce to you our newly appointed
Director of Secondary, Mr Richard Robinson.
Mr Robinson will take over in his new role as Secondary BISI Director from
the beginning of the 2020-21 academic year, continuing to be a part of the
Senior Leadership Team and bringing a wealth of experience following his
six years in the position of Deputy Director, as well as his many years of leadership and teaching experience prior to this role. We’re thrilled to have such
a dedicated member of staff taking over in order to continue to improve our
high BISI standards. We’re very confident that the school will continue to
thrive and grow under his leadership.
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The Board of Governors

YEARBOOK

Introducing Russell Gunnell:

Newly appointed Deputy Director of Secondary starting September 2020

Following the promotion of Mr Richard Robinson to Director of Secondary,
we are very pleased to announce that, after highly competitive internal interviews, the position of Deputy Director of Secondary has been awarded to
Mr Russell Gunnell. Mr Gunnell has been with the school as Head of English
for some twelve years, so this promotion to Deputy Director is an excellent
move both for him and for the school. Mr Gunnell has a wealth of educational
experience upon which to draw for his new role, in which he will be a member
of the whole school Senior Leadership Team.
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The Senior Leadership Team
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THANK YOU
Memories from the past and expectations for the future are the two things that make life more valuable. Looking at our past makes us realise how far we have been through the journey of life, and so it is
for our life at BISI, for which the yearbooks of each and every year are the milestones on our school’s
journey.
When I was given the responsibility to compile this yearbook, I got a great opportunity to create a record of a part of BISI’s history. But as time has gone by, I have realised that it isn’t an easy task. Each and
every step requires careful planning as anything can go wrong at any time, like the time we found that
the photographs we’d taken had been misplaced or that there’d been a sudden power cut and I couldn’t
save what I’d been typing for hours. But one cannot deny that the overall process is quietly enjoyable,
for all the good and bad times I’ve had.
I would like to end by wishing that we will all have more good moments to come and that they become
part of our memories too. Ladies and gentlemen, it is an honour for me to present to you the
BISI Yearbook 2019-20.
I would like to thank the following people whose contribution and assistance I have greatly

JEEVESH KUMAR
ICT Teacher and Yearbook Coordinator
j.kumar@bisistanbul.org

appreciated:

DAVID MAYER
SELIN DE MOOR (YEAR 9)
SELAY TARIM
ALISON GÜZEL
VICTORIA SYKES
FATIH TOPUZ
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