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Modern Foreign Languages

The learning of a foreign language in secondary school provides a valuable educational, social and cultural experience for all pupils and especially so for those who live and study in an international environment. Learning languages facilitates a better understanding of different cultures and helps students have a broader sense of global citizenship. It also gives them the opportunity to develop insight into their own culture and society.
At BISI we aim to offer the students the opportunity to study as many languages as possible, given the constraints of time and resources, whilst enabling them to take at least one successfully through to public examination level.

In years 7-9 the study of a foreign language is a compulsory component of the Secondary Curriculum for all students, except for ESL students who receive extra English tuition instead of studying a MFL. Students also study Turkish as a foreign language.
In years 10-11 all pupils study either a foreign language or Turkish as a first language.
In the IB program, years 12-13, all students have to study at least two languages in order to qualify for the IB Diploma. The British International School Istanbul offers the following options:
· One of the languages must be a First Language English course, either Language A1 or Language A2.

· The second language must be a second First Language course, Turkish A1 in this case or a Foreign Language, Language B or Language Ab Initio.
The languages we offer in the MFL Department at BISI are: French, German, Spanish and Turkish.


Aims
The aims of the teaching of Modern Foreign Languages at BISI are the following:

1. To enable the student to use the foreign language efficiently as a means of practical communication, wherever the language is spoken.

2. To offer insight into the life and culture of the communities where the language is spoken.

3. To encourage positive attitudes towards speakers of other languages and an appreciation of foreign cultures.

4. To provide the student at a higher level (eg. IB Language B) with a sound basis of language skills necessary for further study, work and leisure.

5. To foster creativity, provide enjoyment and intellectual stimulation.

6. To enable students to successfully participate in external IGCSE and IB exams at the end of years 11 and 13 respectively.

7. To provide a carefully structured curriculum that allows students to progress sequentially through the years of language learning.
Philosophy

The MFL Department believes that learning a foreign language should be a meaningful experience for the student. To this end we believe that:

· A foreign language should be learned within a context and that the four communication skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing should be developed equally.

· Grammar and vocabulary should be taught as functions and not as isolated pieces of information.

· Language skills should be learned using authentic or simulated authentic materials and situations as much as possible.

· Language-learning strategies must be taught and risk-taking encouraged, so that language-learners are made to feel comfortable using the tools to manage unfamiliar situations.

· An awareness of the target culture must be embedded in the language instruction.

· Learning a language should be fun as well as stimulating.

· The student should experience a feeling of success whilst learning.

· Classroom teaching should be student-centered, with students actively participating in order to communicate in a meaningful way.


Objectives
The MFL Department will follow British National Curriculum guidelines for the aims, objectives and Programmes of Study of their courses. In particular teaching will be directed towards achieving the following objectives:

1. To acquire the knowledge and understanding of the target language students will learn:
· The principles and interrelationship of sounds and writing in the target language

· The grammar of the target language and how to apply it

· How to express themselves using a range of vocabulary and structures

2.
To develop language skills students will learn:

· How to listen carefully for gist and detail

· Correct pronunciation and intonation

· How to ask and answer questions

· How to initiate and develop conversations

· How to vary the target language to suit context, audience and purpose

· How to adapt language they already know to different contexts

· Strategies for dealing with the unpredictable

· Techniques for skimming and scanning written texts for information, including those from ICT-based sources

· How to summarise and report the main points of spoken and written texts, using notes where appropriate

· How to redraft their writing to improve its accuracy and presentation, including the use of ICT

3. To develop language learning skills students will learn:
· Techniques for memorizing words, phrases and short extracts

· How to use context and other clues to interpret meaning

· To use their knowledge of mother tongue when learning the target language

· How to use dictionaries and other reference materials appropriately and effectively

· How to develop their independence in learning and using the target language

4. To develop cultural awareness students will learn about different countries and cultures by:

· Working with authentic materials in the target language including some from ICT-based sources

· Communicating with native speakers in person or by correspondence
· Considering their own culture and comparing it with the cultures of the countries and communities where the language is spoken

· Considering the experiences and perspectives of people in these countries and communities


Programmes of Study and Schemes of Work
Detailed schemes of work and programmes of study accompany the course books used in the department and are to be found in the respective teacher’s guides. A summary of the topics and grammar covered for each course is included below.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FRENCH

Year 7
This course combines a topic and situation based approach with a more conventional structural and grammatical progression. Whilst students learn about everyday life in France, they also learn the ‘survival skills’ to cope with real life situations. In class we focus mainly on developing the listening comprehension, speaking and reading skills. Written homework assignments are set when appropriate.

Year 8
The Year 8 Intermediate French course builds on the knowledge and skills acquired in Year 7 using Encore Tricolore 2. As with Encore Tircolore 1, this course combines a topic and situation-based approach with a more conventional structural and grammatical progression. Whilst students revisit topics encountered in Year 7, they broaden their vocabulary range and they extend their grammar and writing skills. In class we focus mainly on developing the listening comprehension, speaking and reading skills. Written homework assignments are set when appropriate for consolidation.
Year 9
The course book for Year 9 French is Encore Tricolore 3, which revises and consolidates familiar topics and structures as well as introducing new areas of study and more complex structures and tenses. Students are exposed to a wide variety of tasks and stimulus materials appropriate to their age level. In class we focus mainly on developing the listening comprehension, speaking and reading skills. Written homework assignments are set when appropriate for consolidation.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE GERMAN
Years 7 - 8
This course combines a topic and situation based approach with a more conventional structural and grammatical progression. Whilst students learn about everyday life in the German speaking world, they also learn the ‘survival skills’ to cope with real life situations. In class we focus mainly on developing the listening comprehension, speaking as well as reading and writing skills.

Year 9
In the Year 9 German course students revise and consolidate familiar topics and structures. New areas of study and more complex structures and tenses are introduced in order to prepare the students better for their IGCSE exam at the end of Year 11. Students are exposed to a wide variety of tasks and stimulus materials appropriate to their age level. In class we focus mainly on developing the listening comprehension, speaking and reading skills. Written homework assignments are set when appropriate for consolidation.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE SPANISH
Years 8 - 9
This Spanish course is designed for students who have no previous experience of learning this language. The course aims to prepare the students for the IGCSE exams at the end of Year 11. The main focus is on the acquisition of a variety of linguistic skills required for everyday social interaction. This is achieved by incorporating the four primary language skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE TURKISH

Years 7 – 9

The Turkish as a foreign language course is designed specifically for students who have no previous experience of learning this language. The course focuses on helping the students learn enough Turkish in order to be able to cope with simple real life situations such as meeting people and socializing, getting around and making arrangements, getting help and information. This course also provides our international students cultural tips that will help them become familiar with the culture of this country.  
IGCSE LANGUAGE COURSES

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FRENCH, GERMAN AND SPANISH
Years 10 - 11
In Years 10 and 11 the students are prepared for the final IGCSE exams at the end of year 11. Students need a sound basic knowledge of the language to enter the course, ideally a 2-3 years preparatory course or equivalent standard.

All structures and vocabulary areas of Years 7-9 are revised and consolidated as appropriate. New contents, different approaches and a wide variety of tasks ensure that the familiar language has a fresh look and the course takes full account of the increased maturity of the students. The course aims to develop listening and speaking skills as well as reading comprehension and writing skills equally. 

FIRST LANGUAGE TURKISH

Years 10 - 11

The First Language Turkish course is designed for native speakers of this language. The general framework of this programme is based on the following aims and objectives set out in the IGCSE Cambridge First Language Syllabus. The aims are to:
· enable students to communicate accurately, appropriately and effectively in writing

· enable students to understand and respond appropriately to what they read

·  encourage students to enjoy and appreciate the variety of language

· complement the students’ other areas of study by developing skills of a more general application (e.g. analysis, synthesis, drawing of inferences)
· promote the students’ personal development and an understanding of themselves and others
By the end of this course students will be able to:

· understand, explain and collate explicit meanings and attitudes
· understand how writers achieve effects
· order and present facts, ideas and opinions
· understand and use a range of appropriate vocabulary
· use language and register appropriate to audience and context
· make accurate and effective use of paragraphs, grammatical structures, sentences, punctuation and spelling 

IB LANGUAGE COURSES

Years 12 - 13
In the Years 12 and 13 the MFL Department offers the following choices:
· Language B Higher or Standard Levels: French, German or Spanish

· Language Ab Initio Standard Level: Spanish

· Language A1 Higher or Standard Levels: Turkish

LANGUAGE B HL/SL FRENCH, GERMAN AND SPANISH
The Language B programme is a two-year foreign language course designed for study at both higher and standard level by students with previous experience (3-5 years) of learning the language. Although the main focus is on developing linguistic skills, the study of literary texts will play an important role in this process.
The aims of the Language B programme are to:

· Develop students’ power of expression in both oral and written communication

· Promote the ability to respond to the language demands of transactional and social contacts

· Provide students with an efficient tool for possible further study or job opportunity

· Help students to gain insights into how users of other languages think

· Provide enjoyment and intellectual stimulation

The basic course books used to teach these courses are chosen to fulfill the students’ needs but a wide range of additional texts (written, spoken, literary and non-literary) and resources are incorporated in order to meet the requirements of this course. The general framework of the programme is based on the following IBO prescribed course themes:

· Exploring change

· Exploring groups

· Exploring leisure

Equal emphasis is given to developing text handling (reading comprehension), written, listening comprehension and oral skills.

LANGUAGE AB INITIO SPANISH
The Ab Initio programme is a two-year foreign language course designed for study at standard level only by students who have no previous experience of learning the language. The focus is on developing linguistic skills i.e. listening and reading comprehension, speaking and writing. Non literary texts are studied in this course.
The aims of the Language Ab Initio programme are to:

· Develop students’ ability to communicate orally in familiar practical situations

· Develop in students an appreciation of the culture of the countries where the target language is spoken

· Provide students with a basic knowledge in the language for possible further study or job opportunity

· Encourage a positive attitude towards the study of other languages

· Provide enjoyment and intellectual stimulation

LANGUAGE A1 HL/SL TURKISH
The Language A1 programme is a two-year language course designed for students who speak this language as their ‘mother tongue’. One of the main aims of the course is to help students develop an understanding and appreciation of literature as well as to acquire the skills required to analyse literary texts from a critical standpoint. In order to achieve this, students will study different types of texts from three or four genres and from different countries/cultures, translated to Turkish.

The texts which students explore throughout the course are divided into four distinct categories:
· World Literature Texts
· Closer Study Texts
· Part Three Texts
· Schools Own Choice
This literature course is taught at both Higher and Standard Levels. The main distinction between the two is that those students who complete the course at Higher Level will:
· be required to read 15 texts (11 for SL)
· complete two World Literature essays (1 for SL)
· be required to sit longer examination papers, in a total of fours hours instead of three

Homework policy
· Homework will be set according to the school’s homework policy
· Homework should be set regularly and should consolidate and develop work done in class

· Homework should usually be relevant and focused with varied and motivating tasks that motivate the pupils, stimulate their learning and foster different study skills
· Students should be encouraged but not required to go beyond the minimum set for  homework; a little and often is the most effective way to learn for languages
· IGCSE and IB homework should include research, development of ideas and ongoing evaluation and reflection
Assessment 
Assessment, recording and reporting are important elements of teaching. All students are given reports throughout the year (for timing see School Policy). These reports provide detailed information on the students’ attainment and effort.
Years 7 - 9

Students are assessed throughout the year in order to prepare them for IGCSE entry at the end of Year 9. Activities for this assessment include listening, speaking, reading and writing tasks. At the end of each work unit or chapter there is a test which is divided by skill area. The test activities for each skill area are presented in ascending order or difficulty. The four skill areas should have equal weighting (25%).
For the internal school report, an attainment scale (A - E) is used. The Modern Foreign Languages Department uses the following conversion table for Years 7 - 9 courses:

	Grade
	Percentage

	A*
	90 - 100

	A
	85 - 94

	B
	70 - 84

	C
	55 - 69

	D
	35 - 54

	E
	20 – 34

	F
	0 - 19


Years 10 - 11
Students are assessed internally throughout the two years in order to prepare them for the final IGCSE exams. Activities for the internal assessment might include simple vocabulary tests, reading comprehension tests, listening comprehension and speaking tests as well as written compositions. Students are assessed according to the guidelines suggested in the Syllabus published by the IGCSE Cambridge Board. At the end of Year 10 and for the mock exams in Year 11 students are given cumulative papers that reflect a similar format and content to the ‘real’ papers they will take at the end of Year 11.

For the internal school report, an attainment scale (A* - U) is used. The Modern Foreign Languages Department uses the following conversion table for Years 10 - 11 courses:

	Grade
	Percentage

	A*
	90 - 100

	A
	80 - 89

	B
	65 - 79

	C
	45 - 64

	D
	35 - 44

	E
	25 – 34

	F
	15 - 24

	G
	5 - 14

	U
	0 - 4


Years 12 - 13
Students are assessed internally throughout the two years in order to prepare them for the final IB exams. Activities for the internal assessment include vocabulary tests, reading comprehension tests, listening comprehension and speaking tests, oral commentaries/presentations as well as essays, summaries, etc. At the end of Year 12 and for the mock exams in Year 13 students are given cumulative papers that reflect a similar format and content to the ‘real’ papers they will take at the end of their IB language course.

For the internal school report, an attainment scale (1 - 7) is used. The Modern Foreign Languages Department uses the following conversion table for Years 12 - 13 courses:

	Grade
	Standard Level
	Higher Level

	7
	83 – 100
	85 - 100

	6
	71 – 82
	72 - 84

	5
	58 – 70
	59 - 71

	4
	45 – 57
	46 - 58

	3
	28 – 44
	29 - 45

	2
	13 – 27
	13 - 28

	1
	0 – 12
	0 - 12




BISI Effort Descriptors

The descriptors should be read through from top to bottom. As soon as a descriptor does not apply to the student in question you should assign the grade given in the row above.

	Effort Grade
	Descriptor

	F
	The student’s effort has not reached a standard described by any of the descriptors given below

	E
	The student… rarely arrives to lessons on time, often without the required equipment and books. Rarely completes work in class and rarely meets deadlines. Rarely participates in class and has difficulty remaining focused in lessons.

	D
	The student… occasionally arrives to lessons on time with some of the required equipment and books. Sometimes completes work in class and occasionally meets deadlines. Sometimes participates in class and has difficulty remaining focused in lessons.

	C
	The student… usually arrives to lessons on time with most of the required equipment and books. Usually completes work in class to the best of their ability and meets most deadlines. Participates well in class and remains focused in most lessons.

	B
	The student… regularly arrives to lessons on time with all of the required equipment and books. Regularly completes work in class to the best of their ability and meets most deadlines. Participates fully in class and remains focused in lessons.

	A
	The student… always arrives to lessons on time with all of the required equipment and books. Always completes work in class to the best of their ability and meets all deadlines. Participates fully in class and remains focused in lessons. Shows initiative.

	A*
	The student… always arrives to lessons on time with all of the required equipment and books. Always completes work in class to the best of their ability and meets all deadlines. Participates fully in class and remains focused in lessons. Shows initiative and asks for or produces extra work.
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