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Dear Parents,
Well, it’s that time again for another curriculum letter just to let you know what’s on the menu for this half term.  So, without further preamble, let’s jump right in!

After a tough round of Mathematics, what with long multiplication, long division, and those dreaded fractions, decimals, and percentages, we are beginning our second cycle through the topics in order to review, consolidate, and extend our understanding of the skills and concepts covered.  As usual, homework will consist of a lot of practice and we are also really emphasising the need for students to work at explaining their reasoning.
In Literacy, we will be continuing our reader response and are excited that this is actually upon request of some of the students!  Our writing will soon take a turn toward non-fiction where students will work at a variety of formal writing texts and then veer sharply toward a lot of self-expression through “the power of imagery” in poetry.

This term, I am sure you may have seen the arrival of one or two keen explorers through your front door – yup, we have set sail upon our voyage of discovery to explore what the world was like during the Tudor times, to share in the experience of sailing dreadfully long voyages, and to toil endlessly to create new settlements.  Really though, with chocolate, coffee, and the tomato ripe to be discovered and brought back to Europe, who could pass up such a learning adventure?
Within the next few weeks, we are hoping to be able to visit the Pera Museum to explore the art and worlds of Frida Kahlo and Diego Rivera.  This really would make for a wonderful opportunity to explore the works two great artists emerging from the same part of the world our explorers are setting off to settle!

Finally, in response to many of you who are wondering what you can do to help at home, well, we have been working hard with your children to help learn the skills of revision including: highlighting key vocabulary, writing out examples, mind mapping connections, recording question or areas they would like more help with, and working at independently using resources to help improve understanding.  Your support with this is definitely a bonus for your child as these skills will help them succeed not only this year but make excellent life tools to carry forward through their education.
As always, yours sincerely,

Miss Aycan and Miss Frigeri

