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international environment, fostering cultural diversity.  Individual  
students achieve their full academic potential, inspired to become 

 lifelong learners and responsible citizens of the global community. 
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Pre/Primary School  

 News from Pre School and Primary School 
 
We began Healthy Living Week for the Pre School and Primary School on Monday 7th March. The Zekeriyaköy Cam-
pus students participated in a poster competition to demonstrate their understanding of healthy living. Miss Tutal, who 
is the Curriculum Leader for Science, Design & Technology and ICT, judged the posters and chose Seung Jun in 5F. 
His class received some outdoor play equipment for their playground box. The City Campus students spent a day look-
ing at healthy food. Smoothies, fruit kebabs and yoghurt dips were on the menu and the students had a delicious time! 
Good food and daily exercise helped to make the students understand ways of keeping their bodies healthy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The week was rudely interrupted by a snow holiday for a day and a half, however, the show must go on! At Zekeri-
yaköy Campus Friday’s assembly we held a ‘Ready, Steady, Cook’ competition BISI style! Miss Tutal and Miss Aycan 
paired up the older students with the younger students. The students chose their ingredients and then had 10 minutes to 
cook a tasty dish for the judges! Sertara and Jun Seo were chosen as the winners for preparing a deliciously healthy avo-
cado salad. The Key Stage Two students at the City Campus had an exciting quiz as part of their assembly. Miss Holt 
wrote the questions based on the work that the students had done that week. It was a close competition but in the end 
Oak team and the parent team were joint winners. 

 
The Pre School and Primary School students had the privilege of watching the Secondary Drama Department’s amazing 
interpretation of Peter Pan on Tuesday 15th March. Some of the Primary students and teachers have also been working 
extremely hard to prepare for their Spring shows. The Zekeriyakoy Campus Years Three and Four students will be per-
forming on Thursday 31st March. Their show has a fishy theme and is called ‘Ocean Commotion’. The City Campus 
students will be performing on Thursday 7th April. Alkent students are performing ‘E-I-E-I Oops!’ and the Etiler stu-
dents are performing ‘Robin Hood’. We hope you enjoy the shows. 
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The classes have been busy with trips in and around Istanbul. The Zekeriyaköy Year Two students went to the Belgrade 
Forest on Wednesday 16th March and the Arboretum on Wednesday 30th March as part of their topic on Growing. The 
City Year Two students had a swimmingly good time at TurkuaZoo. Years Three to Six traveled to the Belgrade Forest for 
two Cross Country practices on Thursday 17th March and Thursday 24th March. The students showed real team spirit in 
the practices and encouraged each other to complete the course. The event will be held on Friday 1st April, in the after-
noon. 
 
The Student Councils at both campuses organised successful events this month. The Zekekeriyaköy Student Council held 
an after school event on Friday 25th March for their international and local charities. With the help of Miss Fox and Miss 
Aycan, they arranged a Movie Night and Pyjama Party. Tickets were sold beforehand and this included one piece of pizza 
and a fruit juice. The students could buy additional pieces of pizza, popcorn, banana and honey smoothies and fruit juices 
on the night. The students changed into their pyjamas and some brought their favourite teddy! Then we all sat in the thea-
tre to enjoy ‘Despicable Me’. Thank you to Miss Gladness and Miss Leigh for their help serving the pizza and drinks to 
the students. The City Student Council organised a sponsored ‘Hoolahoop’ competition. Each students had to ‘hoolahoop’ 
for at least ten seconds. Students were split into groups, supervised by the Student Council members. Even the teachers 
joined in! Thank you to Miss Lincoln for supporting the Student Council to ensure that the event ran smoothly. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Best regards 
 
Amanda Ilhan                                                    Richard I’Anson 
Pre and Primary Deputy Director                      Pre and Primary Director 
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Zek Primary -  EYFS 2 
We had been learning all about ‘Healthy living’ and we had planned a trip to Kilyos fruit and vegetable market 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

It was a cold day so we made sure we were warm in our 
hats and coats. 

 

We looked at all the different vegetables and fruit and 
learned the names in English and Turkish. We saw so 
many different types of healthy foods. 

The teachers bought the vegetables and fruit we had 
chosen and the man gave us bags for our shopping. 

We saw many different coloured vegetables 

 
We saw some very yummy strawberries and some bananas 

that we wanted to buy. 
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Zek Primary -  EYFS 2 (Continued) 

 
We saw lots and lots of tomatoes and cucumbers arranged in a beautiful pattern! 

 
 

 
 
 
Aspects of learning: The children are leaning about health and bodily awareness by investigating the range of 
fresh foods available and trying new foods. Their sense of community was extended by visiting a local market 
where they used communication and language skills to discuss and also to help their teachers ‘buy’ the food. 
 
To extend children’s learning: To discuss as a group different ways to stay healthy and to encourage the chil-
dren to try new vegetables and fruits. 
 
Leigh Orman Rutene 
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Healthy Living Week involved many activities to make us more aware of what we eat and how much exercise 
we do, in order to improve our health and fitness. The week got off to an enthusiastic start with a Skip-a-thon 
organized by the Student Council. From 9 am to 3:30 pm classes rotated to ensure continuous skipping took 
place. In the classrooms the children were given a Food and Exercise log which they filled in to analyse what 
they ate and compare it to the recommended amounts. Teachers and aides also participated. A poster competi-
tion ensured that the corridors were decorated with colourful and informative artwork. Despite the closure of 
the school for snow, the Ready, Steady Cook-off was very successful. Each class nominated a candidate for 
the Cook-off, who was paired with another candidate from another class. After selecting up to six ingredients 
from the healthy food table, the teams were given ten minutes to construct a dish, which was judged by the 
panel of judges. Meanwhile, as the cooks battled, a healthy food quiz was conducted where each class was 
pitched against the others. After 10 minutes the quiz ended with Year Four triumphant. The judges then tasted 
all of the dishes, discussed the presentation and teamwork involved and finally settled on a wining team of 
Sertara 4SS and  Jun Seo 3E  who made an avocado salad. 

Zek Primary -  Healthy Living Week 



 

7 

Zek Primary -  Year 3—Egyptian Party  

  
As the finale to their unit of work studying the Ancient Egyptians Year 
3 held an Egyptian party. The children looked wonderful in the cos-
tumes which they researched and made as part of their fun work. They 
prepared simple food such as humus , salad and dried fruit which was 
washed down with ‘wine’ . To be historically correct this was served 
by the girls while the boys sat back and did nothing ( not something 
that would ever happen nowadays.) 
There was funky Egyptian dancing and a make-the mummy competi-
tion. This didn’t follow the 70 day mummification process that they so 
enjoyed learning about but was a lot less messy and more fun. 
The entertainment continued with traditional Egyptian tug-of-war 
where the contestants have to link arms to pull their opponents over the 
line. 
Finally an Ancient Egyptian ( aka Mrs Esiyok) told  a genuine Ancient Egyptian 
story about a prince who was pursued by dangerous dogs and crocodiles. Sadly the 
original papyrus fragment was missing the end of the story so they had to invent 
their own ending. 
  
It was a fun way to celebrate all the hard work and to put into practice what they 
had learned. 
 
Jill Parker 
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Zek Primary -  Year 5D  

 
 

Kids disappearing! Damp and swampy conditions … it might be a 
bunyip!!!! 

 
On the 18th March, Year 5D entertained and education the Zek primary with poetry, a scripted 
play, a video and edited made by the children, then finished off with a short dance. 
 
The theme of the assembly was ‘The Great Bunyip Mystery’. The theme was developed through 
the Year 5D literacy programme starting with a unit of work defining Fables, Myths and Legends, 
then Stories from Other Cultures, using stories from Australia. As part of the following unit, Dra-
matic Conventions, the children collaborated to create a script based on bunyip mythology. 
 
Having created a script they then made a video of their play. Then Tommaso and Kayla edited it 
with help of Mr Dave and Mr Mesut.  
 
The children also showed the audience at the assembly their 2D(still life drawings) and 3D work 
(bunyip sculptures). The class assembly ended with a dance piece developed by the children us-
ing music from Kesha and Mylene Farmer ‘ Oui … mais non’. It was a fun assembly.  
 
Dave Scarf 
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Secondary Book Week, the Overnight Readathon and BISI Best Young 
Poet of 2011 
 
Book Week: 
 
March 7th – 11th, was Book Week for Secondary BISI, and proved to be a busy week despite being inter-
rupted by snow. The Greenhouse Book Sale was a success, as was the lunch time quiz for our Harry Potter 
fans. Tuesday saw rather an exciting interactive assembly designed to test our students’ book knowledge 
and find out which of our houses is the best read. Though a close(ish) finish Oak piped the lead and proved 
themselves worthy of 20 points. During Tuesday lunch our Reading Champions once more entertained the 
troops with meaningful or memorable extracts from current or past reading. Wednesday, Fictional Character 
Day, saw some fantastic costumes with students arriving into class as young pirates, goblins and young war-
locks – yes, there were a number of Harry Potters, but all paled under the mighty Mr. Somers who became 
for the day a very convincing Rubeus Hagrid! Simply brilliant! 

 

Secondary—English Department 

Thank you to all students and staff who braved em-
barrassment and the cold to dress up and support the 
day. There were many fine costumes and clearly ef-
fort had gone into a good many of them. Donations 
raised will go jointly to the Roald Dahl Foundation 
and to CLIC Sargent. (Both charities support children 
and young people with cancer.) 

The book swap, originally postponed due to limited books, went ahead just last week as texts did steadily 
trickle in. If your child brought a book in and sadly didn’t get the chance to swap, there will be another 
opportunity to pick new reads again during the beginning of April – there are still many good books left! 
 
The Overnight Readathon: 
 
On Friday 4th March 28 students and 4 teachers stayed beyond the end of day bell and took part in a read-
ing marathon to initiate Book Week and the Readathon. Throughout the night all were kept focused by 
activities centered on reading and story telling. We completed a full novel; spoke to some authors of the 
texts we have studied this year, squeezed in a film, told ghost stories in the dark, had a book quiz and a 
literacy treasure hunt. Additionally we created and made personal bookmarks, wrote a poem and de-
signed a poster. Though plenty to do, towards the early hours of morning, the task of staying up all night 
did prove too much for some and despite willingness and enthusiasm eyelids did close. This was a won-
derful evening and a lot of fun. Thank you to all who participated in the event and helped make it such a 
memorable night. A special thank you also to parents of these students involved as you possibly suffered 
the consequences of overly tired teenagers the following day! 
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Secondary - English Department (Continued) 

The BISI Young Poet Award 2011: 
 
Entries were happily received even during the last moments of the day last Friday. All in there were 
112 poems to read over the weekend… and a very enjoyable experience it was too. Standards again are 
high and I am once more reminded of our students’ creative talents. This year I was lucky enough to 
read poems from all BISI campuses and was seriously impressed with our young learners’ writing 
skills and perspectives on friendship. 
 
Yes there was an impressive amount of soppy sentiment within all categories of age, but amongst this 
there were also gems that challenged and questioned ideas of friendship rather than merely defining it. 
There were ‘imaginary friends’, ‘lost friends’, ‘hero friends’, ‘bad friends’, ‘good friends’, ‘childhood 
friends’, ‘dead friends’, ‘school friends’, and ‘next door neighbour friends’. There were also those ‘you 
know at school but would never invite home to tea kind of friends’, and those ‘that would stab you in 
the back rather than share their last Rolo kind of friends’. The list could go on… but won’t. 
 
As was the case last year, the best of the best were difficult to choose. In the end, as must be the case, 
the winners had to have it all: a strong concept, original(ish) imagery, and a good turn of phrase. They 
also had to have an awareness of technique to strengthen the intended message or effect. The BISI 
competition is now over and the winners decided. Their poems have been chosen for the next level of 
international recognition. As happened last year our best are now entered into this year’s COBIS Poetry 
Competition where I am hopeful that we can match the achievement of last year when we were the out-
right winners. For your enjoyment I share with you now only a few of the many good efforts from this 
year’s top tier: 
 
 
Russell Gunnell 
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My Best Friend  by James Gwillim (Year 12) 
 
My friend floats through 
The air in an empty space suit. 
 
He rides bareback with no shadow  
Through the dust bowls of the Wild West. 
 
He drives cars companion full 
Laughing in the wind and setting ground breaking 
speed. 
 
My friend is smart without pretence; he can hold  
A crowd by knowing what to say to whom and 
when. 
 
My friend is beautiful 
And has no one to slow him down 
 
My friend - 
That is how he is and how I ought to be. 
  
He paints meaning where there often is none. 
I see him in the darkness of myself sketching. 
  

1 Friend  by Tijn Blanken (Year 
5) 
 
10,000 miles of land and sea, 
Is what separates you from me. 
 
1,000 dollars is what it takes 
To end our painful cruel heartache. 
 
100 days more we must wait 
To set our special friendship 
straight. 
 
All for 10 wonderful days to spend 
With you, my 1 greatest friend. 

 My Best Friend is My Brother  by Vasily Rashkovich  (Year 10) 
 
We have known each other 
Since happy days and baby teeth 
Messed around for as long as I can remember 
First rounded blocks and soft fluffy toys 
We fought as soldiers over marbles and swung through trees 
Together we’ve tackled everything: 
The challenge of learning to ride our bikes whilst standing on the frames 
Diving from the highest vantage point, 
Investigating the crimes of others we would blame. 
My best friend is my brother. 
I hope this lasts the length of our lives. 
And if true friendship can survive 
To something else 
Ours is properly deserving. 

Secondary - English Department (Continued) 
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Secondary - Anatolia College Model United Nations  

On Thursday the 24th February we made our way to Thessaloniki, 

Greece. Although the aim of this trip was to attend the Anatolia Col-

lege 6th Model United Nations as the United States of America, we 

also had great fun in this city that was new to all of us as students. 

 

We visited various touristic attractions like Ataturk’s house, the Aris-

totelous Square (Plateia Aristotelous) and Upper Town (Ano 

Poli) which contains many of the city's most historical sights, like the 

Church of Osios David, the Vlatades Monastery and also the St. 

Nikolaos Orphanos Church, the latter of which was founded in the 

early part of the 14th century. Beyond the cities great attractions, we 

also enjoyed the Greek cuisine which is a typical Mediterranean 

cuisine and makes wide use of olive oil, vegetables, herbs, grains, 

bread, fish, various meats and wine. All of these features were com-

pleted by the fresh air and the beautiful view of the harbour that the 

city overlooks.   

 

As for the conference, taken as a whole we were a successful group 

considering the fact that it is the first time for some of us attending a 

conference as delegates. Two of our delegates, William Meredith - 

disarmament committee and Carmelo Konmaz - Security Council, 

received the awards for best delegates, so congratulations to both of 

these students for their achievement. As for awards within the com-

mittee Efe Alatan won awards for both the funniest and the delegate 

with the most motions (which were: Motion to suspend session, mo-

tion to move to voting procedure, motion to extend immoderate Cau-

cus). 

 

Within all our committees we passed four resolutions as the main 

submitters and 6 as co-submitters taking into account that we were only 7 delegates. As for the General Assembly, a USA main submitter resolution from the 

political committee passed successfully in addition to another 3. 

 
We would like to give special thanks for Mr. John and Ms. Garner for all their commitments and efforts in making this trip take place. 
 
MUN Group 
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Secondary -  Maths & ICT Department 
MATHEMATICS and ICT CURRICULUM WEEK 

 
Welcome to the Mathematics and ICT department! What a fantastic week we 
had! 
 
We tried to make Mathematics "fun and challenging".  Many activities took 
place during the week of Tuesday March 1st to Friday March 4th. 
Stephen  John 
 
Tuesday March 1st 
All our Key Stage Three Students took part in World Maths day. A house assem-
bly also took place where students had to form the answers with their bodies as a 
group. 

Wednesday March 2nd 
Years 7,8, 9 and 10 accelerated groups went to the Koc Museum where they took part in various Mathematical activities. 

 
Thursday March 3rd 
Year 7 and Year 8 core students went to Besiktas to complete surveys based on peoples shopping habits. They will prepare a 
project on the data collected using various ICT and Mathematics skills. 

 
Friday March 4th  
Year 9 and Year 10 students went to Belgrad Forest to complete activities involving the famous golden 
ratio. 
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Secondary - PDI Math’s Day 

 
 

Pi Day is a holiday commemorating the mathematical constant π (pi). Pi Day is celebrated on March 14 (or 
3/14 in month/day date format), since 3, 1 and 4 are the three most significant digits of π in the decimal form. 
At the British School The Math’s Department celebrated the day. Many KS3 students made pi cakes to eat in 
their Math’s lessons. The Math’s department became a restaurant! Thanks to everyone involved.     
 
Stephen John        
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Secondary -  World Math’s Day 

World Maths Day 2011 
 
On the 1st of March the Key Stage 3 students of BISI took part in yet another world record 
setting world maths day.  Answering arithmetic questions in one minute challenges against 
students from all around the world, our students found themselves nerve-wracked and ex-
cited. 
BISI joined 23,082 other schools with a total of 1,298,834 students participating.  We 
helped set a new world record with 779,732,613 correctly answered questions in the 
whole competition. 
We ran our own competition within the school by enrolling students according to their 
house.  Individuals were also recognised for their scores. 
The top 5 scorers were: 
 
5th place Berke Turkay 2416 from Oak 
4th place Serrer Peker 2499 from Cedar 
3rd place Young Jin Jang 2746 from Maple 
2nd place Osama Syed 3619 from Cedar 
1st  place Seok Jin Lee 3995 from Cedar 
  
The scores were collated in houses and the winning house on the day was Cedar house. 
 
Congratulations to all students who took part. 
 

The Mathematics Department. 
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Secondary -  Science Department 

IB Coursework Moderation Day with IICS 
 
On the 24th March the Science Department from IICS visited BISI for our first collabora-
tion together. 
 
The purpose was to check each others marking of IB coursework and discuss any differ-
ences in opinion. This is a very important process that ensures we are all marking to the 
same standard. 
 
The journey for students IB Science coursework does not stop at BISI. Once we have sent 
the coursework marks to the IB organisation, they select student names at random for each 
subject. We  send the coursework of students they have chosen to a moderator who checks 
the marking. Coursework may end up anywhere in the world. Maybe taking in the scenery 
of Alpine Switzerland, maybe a beach holiday in Miami or observing herds of wilderbeest 
in South Africa. 
 
We had a  very successful day with IICS teachers and we discussed many education linked 
topics other than coursework. In future it is very likely that the moderation day will be re-
peated with our two Science Departments. We also discussed further ideas for future col-
laboration projects in order to improve the quality of education for both BISI and IICS 
students. 
 
Michael Tarbuck 
Head of Science Department 
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Secondary School -  JMUN 

 

The JMUN Koç Debating Competition 

 

 

The month of March signals the annual Koç School Debating Competition for our Junior Model United Nations Team. This year 
we represented both India and Nigeria through our first-time ambassadors Berke Turkay and Sophie Brown. After a long bus 
journey across to the Asian side our delegates were raring to go. By the second day, everybody was completely exhausted. 

There were some great team performances and BISI featured prominently in the quarters, semis and final. Sven and Swapnil 
took top slot debating that India should join the UN Security Council as  a permanent member. The girls, Sophie, Ines and Mi-
chelle lost out in the semis, along with the boys, Oliver, Berke and Umit. Other noteworthy performances from Vishwesh, 
Lara and Derin, especially on the first day, helped them to reach the last rounds. Our Year 7 girls, Sophie, Elena and Serra 
were also fantastic, coping with high heels and debating for the very first time, with Sophie Schmitz going on to gain third 
place in the Balloon Debate for best country against 15 other delegates. 

Well done to all for keeping BISI the leading debating school in Istanbul and special thanks to Mrs Oxlade for coming along on 
both days and cheering everybody on. 

Robert Somers 
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Secondary - History Department 

Year 9 History 

 

 

To conclude our harrowing journey through the Nazi Holocaust in the Second World War, all Year 9 
students created their own Holocaust Memorials to commemorate either the Roma and Sinti Gypsies 
who were exterminated in gas chambers or the mentally handicapped who were murdered under the 
euthanasia programme in asylums across Germany. Their instructions were to design a thought-
provoking memorial, which would help raise the profile of the these minorities persecuted under the 
Nazi regime. I think they have all produced some extremely sensitive and artistic memorials. 

Robert Somers 
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Secondary -  Fall of the Berlin Wall 

Preparing for the Berlin Trip - A PTA-BISI Collaboration 

Our German and History students in Year 10 and 12 spent a Thursday afternoon in March 
off-timetable listening to a fascinating talk on life in Eastern and Western Germany by 
Maren Boehm. Talking in English, for the benefit of the non-German speakers, Maren 
spoke for an hour on her family’s experiences living in the German capital in the Democ-
ratic Republic (the Socialist side). This was a great opportunity for our students to put 
their language and cultural studies into the context of people’s ordinary lives. In addition 
our German students have been watching some great German films like the Oscar winner 
"Das Leben der Anderen" and "Good bye Lenin", to help put Maren’s experience into a 
wider perspective.  
 
Ulrike Denhof and Anke Tamer have also been invited to relate her experiences of the fall 
of the Berlin Wall to the German students in April. I would like to thank the PTA and the 
speakers who have made this all possible. 
 
These talks culminate in our Berlin Cultural Visit taking place during the last week in 
April. Year 10 and Year 12 German and History students will be able to see for themselves 
how exciting German history and modern day Berlin can be. 
 
Claudia Azizoglu 
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