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Zek Primary—Key Stage 2  

Key stage 2 Garden Flourishes. 
 
It is hard to imagine that just a few months ago the Key stage 2 garden plots were bleak and 
desolate. However, now that Spring has arrived, the garden plots have flourished. Carrots, 
herbs, sunflowers, corn are just a few of the fruits and vegetables that can be seen growing in 
the garden plots. The Year 3’s garden plot is particularly successful and we discovered their 
secret: Ms Parker and her class have green fingers! 
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Zek Primary—Year 6 

Year 6 Trip  to Igneada 
 
Year 6  Zekeriyakoy participated on a highly successful Field Trip to the beautiful region around Igneada.  
Some student comments include: 
 
‘It was fun and exciting. The trip was awesome!’    Carmen Kern 
 
‘My favourite part of the trip was the caves. We saw bats hanging from the ceilings.’  Melis Topuz 
 
‘When we went paddling the waves tripped us up.’ Selen 
 
‘We liked having a bon-fire on the beach at night.’   Maria and Laura 
 
‘The Longos Forest was outstanding but exhausting.’ Nikolas and Tomas 
 
‘It was fantastic fun and we had lots of great adventures.’ Hannah and Natasha 
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Etiler Primary— Enterprise Week 

A representative from TEV, which is an organisa-
tion who provide scholarships for deprived Turkish 
children. visited Alkent Campus on Friday 17th 
June 2011 to collect the 265TL that the children 
raised during Enterprise Week. 
 
Margaret and Alison  



 

5 

Zek Primary & Secondary—Creative Arts Department  

The Lion King Production 
 
This term’s summer production put on by the Creative Arts Team was The Lion King. It was a fantastic show and 
our students played their roles with great passion.  The stage was vibrant with an array of creativity and the students 
made the show come alive with their amazing performances. Mr Bradley mentioned in all his teaching experience 
this was the best show he had ever seen. This made our student feel really positive and proud. Here are two com-
ments from Ines Silva and Parrmys Noohi… 
 
“The lion production has helped all of us to push our boundaries to the limit. Everyone worked really hard as a team 
and this really showed throughout! I felt it was a fantastic show to be a part of. I thoroughly enjoyed it!” 
 
“The play was really fun and full of art, drama and music combined, which made it even more fantastic! I hope the 
audience enjoyed as much as all the actors did. It was such a good feeling to see all of the audience standing up at the 
end to show thanks, it made us all feel so proud!” 
 
Iysha Miah 
 
Photos of the masks made by our very talented teacher of Art, Miss Iysha Miah. 
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Zek Primary & Secondary—Lion King Production continued 
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Zek Secondary— Mr Bradley 

It is the end of the school year, and what a year it has been!  Looking back, I just cannot believe how fast the year has gone, it has 
just flown by.  We have done so much during this year, with our trips here and there, our sporting events, our school productions, 
both musical and dramatic, our special weeks and everything else that goes into making a school year.  It has been fantastic! 
 
I could pick out many events from the year, or even from the month to concentrate on, but the one I am going to mention is our 
fabulous production of The Lion King.  I hope you got to see it – I watched it twice and thoroughly enjoyed it both times.  I have 
been attending school productions for over 20 years in various parts of the world but I cannot remember attending a better produc-
tion than this one!  What a fabulous way to end the year.  And what a collaboration – we had primary children, students from all 
year groups in Secondary, we had actors, singers, musicians, two choirs, we had parental involvement and staff involvement.  It 
was a wonderful coming together of the community.  It was a celebration of a great year! 
 
I would like to congratulate every member of the cast and the choirs and the musicians for making this such a spectacular show.  I 
would like to thank every adult who had anything to do with the show for putting it on.  But I would especially like to thank: 
 
Michael Fenwick, Ian Oxlade, Iysha Miah, Caroline Garner, Amy Sozer and Sandra Watson for all the hard work they put into 
making The Lion King such a fabulous way to end the year.  The show brought a tear to my eyes and I found it really difficult to 
express my emotions at the end of it.  It was, quite simply, wonderful!  This is the standard by which all future performances at 
BISI will be judged and the Creative Arts Department really have their work cut out for next year! 
 
And, talking of next year, may I wish every member of our community a wonderful summer.  Enjoy yourselves and come back 
refreshed and get ready to see next year move every bit as quickly as this year has! 
 
William Bradley 
Director of Secondary 

The Cast of the Lion King  
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PR & Communications — Helen Kiran 

Another school year comes to an end!  It’s been a challenge but great pleasure for me to complete my first year 
as the Head of PR/Communications at BISI…... after all I had big shoes to fill!! 
 
I feel it’s been an extremely successful year full of National and International school trips, ceremonies, commu-
nity services, expeditions, academic & cultural weeks, school performances, Graduation, Fun Day and so the list 
goes on... all of which have been communicated to you throughout the year via our 11 colourful issues of the 
BISI Community Newsletters. 
 
Thank you to all our parents, staff and students for your contributions, help and support over the past year.  A 
special thanks to Ulrike Denhof of the PTA who has been a great support to me with her excellent communica-
tion skills, to Sedef Olgaç for her help in setting up our new BISI website and to Sarah Tutal for her masterpiece 
2010-2011 Yearbook. 
 
Wishing you all a well earned restful summer and I look forward to our return in the 2011-2012 Academic Year. 
 
Happy holidays 
Helen Kiran 
 
(some memories of FUN DAY)! 
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Memories of FUN DAY continued 

 

 

Results of our After School Activities were 
 enjoyed by all! 
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Fun in the Sun 
for all ages! 

Followed by a raffle 
of exciting prizes 
donated by our  
generous parents! 

Anxiously waiting for their raffle 
number to be called out! 

Slip slidding 
away! 

The team hard at work! 
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Zek Secondary—Math’s Department 

Earlier this year, year 10 and 11 Accelerated Classes took part in the UK Intermediate Mathematics Challenge.  A 
quiz designed to assess student’s creativity in solving unfamiliar problems with familiar tools. 
 
Of the 10 students who took part, 3 achieved GOLD, 4 got SILVER and 2 gained BRONZE.  Two of the students also 
scored high enough to get free admission to the next, far more rigorous round.  
 
Congratulations are in order for: 
 
Jae Chang: Gold ( Within top 1% of entrants and the highest score I've ever seen at his level) Qualified for the next 
round 
Tolga Guven: Silver  
Selina Komers: Bronze 
Lara Gurcan: Bronze 
Orhan: Certificate of participation 
Chris Schmitz: Gold, Qualified for the next round 
Min Yeong Park: Gold 
Oliver Deyhle: Silver 
Hyun Jin: Silver 
Vishwesh Shah: Silver 
 
This shows that the best of our students are easily competing with the best of the students in the UK. 
 
On the 17th of March, Chris Schmitz and Jae Hyuk Chang took part in the following rounds.  Chris narrowly missed 
out on a Bronze and Jae performed outstandingly scoring 39/60 in the British Mathematics Olympiad and coming 
39th out of 1600 participants.  He was duly awarded a Gold Medallion as well as an advanced Mathematics book. 
   
Students taking part with British Nationality can advance to represent Britain in the World Mathematics Olympiad. 
 
On Friday 6th May our KS3 students took part in the Junior Mathematics Challenge. The following students achieved 
Gold certificates: 
 
Gold Grade 7 - Kyu Song, Sophie Brown 
Gold Grade 8 - Michelle, Ji Won, Olivier, Arfaan  
Gold Grade 9 - Ming Yu, Usman. Tobias, SeokJin 
 
Overall, from the 100 students who took part and 10 students achieved Gold, 12 achieved Silver and 13 achieved 
Bronze.  I'm sure they benefited greatly from the experience and will build on these result in the coming years. 
 
Well done to everyone who took part. 
 
Zaheer Siddique 
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This month there was a specific focus on Year 11. Teachers were asked to nominate students who “stood out”, whether it 
be effort or attainment. The students listed below should be really proud of themselves and their achievements. We are 
sure that they will have been very successful in the IGCSE exams. Each student was presented with a certificate.  
Congratulations to all the Mathematicians of the month! 
 
Stepehen John 
 
 
 
 
 
Daniel Brown 
 
Jessica Zaza 
 
Lalrinmawia 
 
Merve Tas 
 

Tolga  Güven 



 

14 

Zek Secondary—The International Award 

International Award Bronze Expedition – June 2011 
 
Thursday evening, getting everything ready and disaster struck. I put the newly charged battery back in my camera, 
and up popped the message ‘’  Error! This camera wıll self destruct in 30 seconds’’ Thus, no photographs of this, one 
of the most memorable trips I’ve run for the International Award. Memorable for the richness of the flora as well as the 
enthusiasm of the pupils.  
 
Frıday morning and an early start from Zekeriyaköy, delayed by the normal ‘’ Oh I’ve forgotten my spare 
socks ..soap .. head’’ , and the hasty departure and return of obliging parents. 
 
The journey to Eskisehir passed uneventfully, with, for once, a bus driver who seemed concerned for the students 
comfort. We were soon unpacking in the comfort of our rooms in the Oğretmen Evi, and then off to the University of 
Eskisehir to meet our instructors and collect the tents and other things we would need. Later the students tried their 
hands at rock climbing on the University climbing wall, with Jordan and Felix making it all look too easy. 
 
Saturday morning, and we were all up early, packed and ready for the off. After waiting for just half an hour the 
instructors arrived, along with a party of 17 senior pupils from the Anadolu Lisesi, who, of course, were nowhere near 
ready. Nearly an hour later, spent sitting in our bus in the sun, the others had squeezed their kit and food into their 
rucksacks and we set off for the hills north of Eskişehir. 
 
Out of the bus, picking up rucksacks made heavy by tents, food and 6 litres of water each, we started up the track. İt 
was now 11:45 and getting hot, very hot. Luckily the campsite wasn’t too far, so we were soon setting up the tents and 
cooking our first camp meal. Later on after a programme of activities, we set off on foot trekking through a forest full 
of wild paeonies and irises, finally arriving at steep stoney climb up onto a rocky mountain top. Here we rested, taking 
in the view while we cooled down. Then it was slipping and sliding back down and on to the campsite. In the evening, 
the instructors lit a huge bonfire which we sat round toasting marsh mallows before falling asleep in our tents. 
 
Sunday, and the BİSİ contıngent were up early, breakfasted and packing before anyone from the other school showed 
their face. In a spirit of friendly rivally the 90kg boys from the Turkish School challenged our Year 9 boys to a tug - of  
- war competion. The losers would carry the victors rubbish down. They were soon out pulled by BISI, and rewarded 
with seven large sacks of rubbish to cart away. Then we were of to the nearby river, where icy water cascaded into a 
deep pool, before disappearing into a narrow gorge.There we all cooled ourselves with a very quick dip and then 
accompanied with suitable shrieks and yells, slid down the waterfall on our sleeping mats.  
 
Now it just remained to trek back to the bus, return to Eskisehir and say our goodbyes before the long drive back to 
Zekeriyakoy. 
 
Those who took part: 
 
Year 9  Cem Topuz 
  Ramon Klomp 
  Lara Dinç 
  Felix Mueller 
  Sven Köksal 
  Jordan Poku-Gyanfi 
 
Year10 Kaan Varol 
 
Staff  Caroline Garner 
 
 
By: Peter Crosgrove 
 



 

15 

Zek Secondary—French 

Throughout the year my have been doing many different activities around the topics studied. 
 
For example in Year 7, several pupils turn weather person to predict and tell the weather forecast in 
French for the day. We also created and performed our own weather song. We did many role plays, 
inventing dialogues and performing them on various topics. 
 
With the Year 8, we had our own mini-fashion show as well as the opportunity to describe typical 
dishes from our country. We put our chef hats on and brought something typical we made to taste! 
There was so much food that we invited the other classes along. We had fun tasting different foods and 
dishes: We had Portuguese, Dutch, Korean, Italian, French, Turkish, Indian food, just to mention a 
few!  It was really tasty and the food did not last long! 
 
The Year 9 did a keep fit exercise video linking the topic of healthy lifestyle and health with using the 
imperative and commands.  It was fun but tiring especially as il faisait très chaud! 
 
Some videos of our work this year will be placed on the BISI website soon. 
 
 
Miss Skoudy  
 



 

16 

Zek Secondary—Photo Club 
Photography Club 

 
The super keen members of our photography club have had a great year exploring every back street, beach and harbour near the 
school, producing an impressive selection of unusual photos, many of which us teachers would never have thought to try taking. 
Our particular highlights were Gina Hong's colourful close-ups of fruit and jewellery at Kilyos market, the many quirky shots by 
our veteran member, Hendrik Lohse, and Michelle Chang's photos of musical instruments. We have also spent time in our studio 
capturing the brilliance of tropical shells on sheet metal backgrounds and enjoyed decorating, photographing and finally eating our 
subjects in the manic Cup Cake Extravaganza.  
 
I hope that our talented photographers, many of whom are in year 7, continue to develop their creativity and skills into a lifelong 
passion for photography. 
 
David Mayer and Joan Christianssen. 

 

 

Leaves on fire by Hye Lin Lee (7I) Flute, by Michelle Chang (8I) 

 Sparkling cup cake, 

by Serra Ozgunes 
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Zek Secondary—Art Exhibition 
 
This term we were able to create a fantastic, professional Art Exhibition 
of the IB Visual Arts students work. The work was of a high standard and 
wide variety from traditional oil paintings to sticky tape body installa-
tions. We also had the opportunity to exhibit the work of our fabulous 
Year 10 students who are studying IGCSE Art. Our students have worked 
extremely hard and this showcase celebrated their hard work and com-
mitment as practising artists. It was a great summers evening and a won-
derful turn out of people came to view all the inspiring work on display.  
 
We would like to thank all those people who came and supported the 
show and everyone who has supported us throughout the year! 
 
Iysha Micah 
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Zek Secondary—Sports Week 

Monday 20th June started a competitive week of sports at BISI.  Our first event was the swim gala in which Oak beat Maple by 3 
points to finish in 1st place.  If you look at the final results it would appear that Maple were way out in front but due to the number 
of participants that Oak entered in the heat stages, they really did work as a team to take the victory.  We NEED ALL students to 
enter these events to make them fun, competitive and fair.  Next year, I hope to have more swimmers and less absences please!   
 
Tuesday and Wednesday was our staff v student afternoons with girls playing football on the Tuesday and boys playing volley-
ball.  At the end of day Tuesday, our Staff and Oak houses were TIED, each having 15 points.  Oak were unbeaten in the girls 
football and our staff were unbeaten in the men's volleyball.  Cedar followed in 3rd with 6 points and Maple in 4th with 0 
points.  Each match was a nail biter on Wednesday when girls played volleyball and boys played football.   
Who was going to emerge on top????   
 
It was..............................OAK!   
 
After the women staff remained unbeaten in volleyball, it was literally down to the men's final football game to decide between 
staff and Oak for first place.  Unfortunately for our male staff, Cedar held them to a draw.  That gave us 1 point instead of a poten-
tial 3, meaning that Oak jumped into 1st place overall with a slender 2 point margin.  Well done Oak! 
 
Thanks to all the students who came to school this week and participated making this an extremely fun week.  A huge thanks to 
our staff players who worked their socks off in the blistering heat and also to the remaining staff who helped supervise.  Oh, and 
thanks to Mr. Bradley and Mr. Neill who refereed the football and volleyball respectively (I nearly forgot you guys!). 
 
Have a great summer! 
Miss Bell 
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HOUSE Swim Gala Finals 2011 (7&8 GIRLS) 
 

 

25m Events Name House Position Points 
Front 1  Serra P C 1 5 
  2  Josephine C 2 4 
  3  Ji Won M   1 
  4  Sophie S M   1 
  5  Sophie B O   1 
  6  Parrmys O 3 3 
Back 1  Serra P C 1 5 
  2  Josephine C   1 
  3  Sunah M   1 
  4  Sophie S M 3 3 
  5  Sophie B O   1 
  6  Parrmys O 2 4 
Breast 1  Serra P C 1 5 
  2  Josephine C   1 
  3  Sunah M 2 4 
  4  Sophie S M 3 3 
  5  Malika O   1 
  6  Parrmys O   1 
Butterfly 1  Serra P C 1 5 
  2  Josephine C 3 3 
  3  Sunah M 2 4 
  4  Serra O O   1 
  5       
  6       
Freestyle Relay (4 swimmers 
25m front crawl each) 

        

  1  Cedar C 1 5 
  2  Maple M 2 4 
  3  Oak O 3 3 
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Zek Secondary—Sports continued 

Tuesday 21st June 2011 
Girls Football 
Boys Volleyball 
 
 

 
 
Wednesday 22nd June 2011 
Boys Football 
Girls Volleyball 
 

 
 
 
Overall Scores for Final Week Sports 2011: 
 
3 points for win 
1 points for draw 
0 points for loss 

Football 
running 
order 

Maple 0 
v 
Cedar 1 

Oak 2 
v 
Staff 1 

Cedar 1 
v 
Oak 2 

Staff 1 
v 
Maple 0 

Maple 5 
v 
Oak 0 

Staff 1 
v 
Cedar 
0 

Volleyball 
running 
order 

Oak 16 
v 
Staff 28 

Maple 20 
v 
Cedar 25 

Staff 32 
v 
Maple 11 

Cedar 20 
v 
Oak 26 

Staff 26 
v 
Cedar 22 

Maple 
12 
v 
Oak 12 

Football 
running 
order 

Maple  1 
v 
Cedar 2 

Oak 3 
v 
Staff 0 

Cedar 0 
v 
Oak 1 

Staff 4 
v 
Maple 0 

Maple 0 
v 
Oak 3 

Staff 1 
v 
Cedar 1 

Volleyball 
running 
order 

Oak 13 
v 
Staff 27 

Maple 28 
v 
Cedar 17 

Staff 32 
v 
Maple 15 

Cedar 18 
v 
Oak 25 

Staff 29 
v 
Cedar 12 

Maple 21 
v 
Oak 24 
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Zek Secondary—Prom Night 

The Students celebrated the end of yet another successful school year by 
dancing the night away at their Prom.  This event was organised by the 
student council and held at the Demircikoy Cultrual Centre situated op-
posite our campus.  Much fun was had by all! 
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The evening ended with group 
photos in the beautiful Istanbul 
sunset! 
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Zek Secondary -  English Department 

Dear Parents, 
 
The end of our school year is nearly upon us and holidays imminent. All deserve a well earned rest from a year of 
work, study and keeping to deadlines. For many, thoughts are now focused on the pleasure of hammocks swinging 
gently under the shade of trees and of warm sea breezes and white sand. As wonderful as this image is, it is not quite 
complete until we add a good book in hand. For this reason I write now to offer you your child’s reading lists for the 
next academic year. 

 
 
 
 

Key Stage 3 Reading List for English 
Year 7 
Boy in Striped Pyjamas – John Boyne 
Kite Rider – Geraldine McCaughrean 
Chinese Cinderella – Adeline Yen Mah 
Red Pony – John Steinbeck 
Silver Sword – Ian Serraillier 
Riding Tycho – Jan Mark 
 
Year 8Divided City – Theresa Breslin 
Freak the Mighty – Rodman Philbrick 
Kite Runner – Khaled Hosseini 
Of Mice and Men – John Steinbeck 
Macbeth – Shakespeare 
A Midsummer’s Night Dream - Shakespeare 
 
Year 9 
To Kill A Mockingbird – Harper Lee 
Animal Farm – George Orwell 
1984 – George Orwell 
Of Mice and Men – John Steinbeck 
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings – Maya Angelou 
The Tempest – Shakespeare 
Lord of the Flies – William Golding 
 
Key Stage 4 Reading List for English 
Year 10 
Death of a Salesman – Miller 
The Great Gatsby – F.Scott Fitzgerald 
An Inspector Calls – Priestley 
Games at Twilight – Anita Desia 

A Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich – Solzhenitsyn 
The Reader – Bernard Schlink 
Allah is Not Obliged - Ahmadou Kourouma 
Top Girls - Churchill 
Tess  - Hardy 
A Room of One's Own – Woolf 
Duffy - Selected Poems 
Pirandello - Six Characters in Search of an Author 
John Fowles - The Collector 
Women in Love - Lawrence   
Things Fall Apart - Chinua Achebe 
Sarah Kane - Sarah Kane: Complete Plays 
The Crucible – Miller 
Pesepolis - Marjane Satrapi 
Works of Yeats 
Works of Keats 
Works of Blake 
Works of Eliot 

Key Stage 5 Reading List for English 
Year 12 IB book list 

Works of Bishop  
John Fowles - The Collector 
David  Malouf, Remembering Babylon  
J.M Coetzee, Life and Times of Michael K 
Kazuo, Ishiguro, The Remains of the Day  
Orhan Pamuk, My Name is Red  
Jean Rhys, Wide Sargasso Sea 
D.H.Lawarence, Women in Love 
Gustave Flaubert, Madam Bovary 
C.Achebe, Things Fall Apart 
R. Kapuscinski, Shadow of the Sun: My African Life 
William Faulkner, The Sound and the Fury 
Elif Shafak, The Gaze 
Poems of Nazim Hikmet 
Raymond Carver, Where I'm Calling From: Selected Stories 
Ibsen, A Doll’s House 
Pinter, The Room, The Caretaker, The Birthday Party 
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It is with sadness that I explain that Joan Christainssen will not be with us next year. She will extend her hammock swing-
ing well beyond the summer as Joan has earned her place in the sun and will retire from eighteen years of dedicated ser-
vice to the students of BISI. The imaginative and creative spark of Joan that has inspired so many over the years and been 
the centre of so much enthusiasm and appreciation of language in her classroom will be a very heavy loss indeed to BISI. 
Despite the gap she will leave we all wish her the best and a very happy retirement indeed. I am more than certain that she 
will remain in frequent touch and be a recognised face at any future BISI event. 
 
On a happier note September will welcome Miss Fiona Lewis back from her maternity leave. She will leave her very beau-
tiful baby girl Selvi to rejoin us. Equally pleasing, Miss Hannah Oxlade, who has done a wonderful job with Fiona’s 
classes this year, will stay with us full time and take on her own classes in her own inimitable style. Another welcome ad-
dition to Secondary English will be the arrival of Eileen Aydınlar from our Etiler campus. Eileen brings with her a wealth 
of experience across the stages and though will mostly specialise in ESL she will also have some mainstream classes. 
 
A brief but sincere thank you also needs to be mentioned to all who contributed to the many successes within the English 
Department this year. First, to all the staff for delivering their programme of English, running trips and organising events 
outside the curriculum so enthusiastically; this truly benefited all. Second, to the students of BISI who once more helped 
make delivery exciting and the appreciation of writing and language come alive. Lastly, but of no less importance, is a 
gratitude for your continued support in your child’s advancement in English and your enthusiasm and encouragement to-
wards the English department. Thank you to all. 
   
 
 
Do enjoy your summer holiday. 
Happy reading! 
 
Best regards, 
 
Russell Gunnell  
Head of English, ESL and 1st Language Turkish 
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DIRECTORS OF SCHOOLS 
 
 
Amanda Ilhan     Pre School & Primary School Deputy Director 
+90 212 202 7027    amandailhan@bis.k12.tr 
 
 
Richard I’Anson    Pre School & Primary School Director 
+90 212 257 5136    richardianson@bis.k12.tr 
 
 
William Bradley    Director of Secondary and Principal of  
+090 212 202 7027    Zekeriyakoy Campus 
       williambradley@bis.k12.tr 
 
 
Tuba Guven     Director of Admissions 
+90 212 286 7375    registrar@bis.k12.tr 
 
 
Helen Kiran     Head of PR/Communications 
+90 212 202 7027    communications@bis.k12.tr 
 
 

Find us on 
www.bis.k12.tr 


