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25th April 2011
Dear Year 11 Parents,



Year 11 - Study Leave

Our year 11 students have reached the end of their studies at IGCSE and all that lies before them now is the final examinations.  With the students going off on study leave from Monday May 2nd, we have taken the last two weeks of form period time to reflect together as a whole year group on their progress and achievements over the past two years, giving each other compliments and reminding each other of our strengths and skills. 

If any student tells me they are not ready for the exams, I just ask them to look at our year 9 students and imagine them being asked to sit IGCSE’s. All of our year 11 have changed, grown and learned so much since year 9, they sometimes find it hard to see just how much they have developed and grown,  do remind them of this should they start to doubt themselves. 

As well as wanting to build our confidence and celebrate our achievements, we are using these last two weeks together to look at how to write a personal statement of the type that they will be required to produce when applying to universities at the end of the IB programme.  By looking at this now I hope it will inspire our students and help them realise how important their contributions to activities outside the classroom will be during the next two year and see how this develops them as a whole person.

Should you have any questions about your son or daughter’s IGCSE examinations please contact Mr Robertson (j.robertson@bisistanbul.org)  and remind students that they are welcome to come in and ask their teachers for extra help during the study leave. (Teachers may be available during the normally scheduled lesson times but could be needed for supervision of an exam so an appointment is advised)

How can you help your son or daughter during the revision period?

· Make sure they eat healthily 

· Help them make a revision timetable so each subject gets enough attention

· Make sure they plan in set times for relaxing as well as set  times for working

· Encourage them to use active revision techniques (making flash cards, spider diagrams, power point presentations,  completing past papers etc.) 

· Make sure they get enough sleep

Finally, I wish all our students a productive and successful end to Key Stage 4, they have been a great year group. 

Regards,

Joy Bosman
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