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25 August 2011

Dear Parents

Welcome to the New Academic Year
Welcome to the new Academic Year at the British International School Istanbul.  For all returning parents, welcome back I hope you had a wonderful summer and that your children are refreshed and raring to go!  To all new parents, I hope your move to Istanbul has gone well, welcome to our community, I hope your children are looking forward to getting started in their new school!

There have been some changes in the school over the summer and I hope you will come in soon to have a look around at what we have been doing.  The new building is now open.  Music, Art, Drama and Mathematics have moved into their classrooms and the basement houses a fitness suite and dance studio.  All the teachers in the new building are looking forward to teaching in their new classrooms.

We have some new members of staff in the school and I will mention them briefly, though I am sure you will meet them soon:

Eileen Aydinlar will be a familiar name to many of you, she is returning to Secondary teaching after a spell with the younger children in Etiler and will be joining the English Department.

Elsa Taylor joins us in the Science Department, Elsa has great experience of teaching in the IGCSE and IB programmes and joins us from K-International School in Tokyo.

Felix Fearnley has come out from the UK and will be taking over in ICT and introducing Computer Science for the first time in the IB Diploma Programme.

Hannah Oxlade was on a maternity cover for Fiona Lewis last year, Fiona is now back but Hannah joins us as a new permanent member of the English Department.

Holly Garner, an experienced Diploma Programme teacher joins us from the American School of Casablanca as an extra teacher in the Mathematics Department and will also be teaching some Geography which is her other love.

Jacques Marais was the Head of Middle School at the International School of Neustadt in Germany prior to coming to join us as Key Stage 3 Coordinator and Geography Teacher.

James O’Hara joins us from the UK to introduce Psychology to the IB Diploma Programme and also Sociology to the IGCSE Programme.
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I am sure you will all join me in welcoming the new staff to our community.

The new term starts on Monday, 5th September and we look forward to all secondary students joining us at 8:50 am.  We will let them mingle with their friends until about 9:15 to catch up on all their holiday news until we start putting them into their form groups and getting them into their classrooms.  There will be an assembly and they will spend much of the morning in their form groups then they will start their teaching programme at 11:25.

During the Form session, new students will be ‘buddied-up’ with existing students who will help them to find their way around the school and become familiar with the routine of the school.

I have a few dates for your diaries:

On Thursday the 8th of September there is the opportunity to meet the new staff and the Heads of Department and Key Stage Coordinators along with the Secondary School Leadership Team between 5 pm and 6pm in the school theatre.

On Wednesday the 14th of September there is a meeting for all Year 7 parents about the trip to Gallipoli.  That will take place in the theatre at 4 pm and will be hosted by Sue Williamson and the Year 7 team.

On Thursday the 15th there is a meeting for all Year 10 and 11 parents to discuss the IB Diploma Programme and the entry requirements for students wishing to take the full diploma and the special entry requirements for certain subjects.  We urge all year 10 and 11 parents to come to this meeting which will take place in the Theatre at 7 pm.

Helen Kiran and I are planning parent coffee sessions.  These will be very informal, and to emphasise that informality they will be held off campus.  We are planning to hold the first one in the Antelop Coffee Shop in Zekeiyakoy but Helen will inform you later of the date and time.  If you have a particular favourite coffee shop in your area of Istanbul, please let Helen know and we will try to arrange for an afternoon there at some stage in the future.

We have an exciting year ahead of us in BISI, particularly as we move onwards with our self-study for CIS/NEASC Accreditation.  I hope you will feel happy to drop into school now and again and I would like to remind you that I am always happy to see parents if you want to come in to talk with me.

Wishing everyone a great start to the year and a super year in 2011/12,

Yours faithfully
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William Bradley :  Director of Secondary
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