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Zek Primary Department  

April and May News from Pre and Primary School 
 
We began April with the Key Stage Two Cross Country on Friday 1 April. Mr Neill and his team organised several prac-
tices in the Belgrade Forest before the event on the 1st. The event was won Maple. Bronze, Silver and Gold medals 
were given out to the top three boys and girls. Well done! 
 
The week before the end of the Spring term was extremely busy. All the newly appointed Primary Middle Leadership 
Team had their follow-up weekend on Saturday 2 and Sunday 3 April with two consultants from London. The MLT are 
already working together exceptionally well and leading their subjects forward. They liaise periodically with their coun-
terpart in the Secondary Department to improve communication, continuity and progression. Parents were invited into 
the school on Monday 4, 5 and 6 April to discuss their child/ren’s progress. The City Campuses performed their Spring 
Shows on Thursday 7 April. Children from the Alkent Campus performed ‘EI EI Oophs!’ and our Etiler students per-
formed ‘Robin Hood’. Congratulations to the children for their superb shows which all their parents enjoyed im-
mensely. A huge thank you goes to all the teachers who worked extremely hard to co-ordinate 
the shows. 
 
The last day of the Spring Term was rather unlike Spring. It was very windy and rather cold 
but we went ahead with our Spring Bonnet Parade outside on the catwalk. The children could 
wear their own clothes and were asked to make a hat which represents Spring. Well done to 
all the winners- they received yummy chocolate apples to enjoy. Prizes were also given to the 
teachers for the most innovative hat. We then had our traditional Spring Egg Hunt in the 
school gardens. Thank you to the PTA for supplying the chocolate eggs and for hiding them all 
around the campuses.  

Most of the Year 5 children attended Space Camp in Izmir. Miss Aydinlar, 
Mr Dave and Mr Yunus lived to tell the tale! All the children were very 
well behaved and came back to school buzzing with excitement about the 
trip. 
 
The last day of April saw the Royal Wedding of the British couple Kate 
and William. Under the guidance of Miss Esiyok (Year 3 teacher) and 
Sandra Watson (PTA) an amazing event was organised! The Queen ar-
rived in her car to all the children waving their flags. She was escorted to 
the balcony where the British National Anthem was played. Then Kate 
and Will arrived on the balcony to the Wedding March. Kate and Will 
kissed to all the children’s delighted squeals! Then Kate threw her bou-
quet over the balcony. The Queen was escorted by her guards down the 
steps and into Buckingham Palace (previously known as the green gym). 
The children then filed into Assembly to learn about the history of the 
British Royal family with a quiz devised by Miss Lynne. The children 
played traditional British party games and then visited the Queen and the 
newly married couple in our BISI Buckingham Palace. Big Ben and the 
Houses of Parliament had been shipped over for the event. The children 
were each given a heart shaped biscuit with Kate and Will’s picture on it 
as a momentum. The children enjoyed a traditional British lunch of sausages, mashed potatoes and gravy followed by jelly and ice 
cream. We then watched the real wedding in the theatre. A huge thank you goes to Miss Esiyok for her excellent organisation of the 
event, and to Sandra Watson and her team of mums who made the day so enjoyable for all! 
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We arranged an Enterprise Week for May. Each class came up with a plan to make something interesting to sell. They 
had to price up the materials they needed and the older children worked out their profit margin. The City campuses held 
an Enterprise Bazaar on Friday 6 May where all the children could buy items made during the week. The profit made will 
go to towards continual improvements in the campuses. The Zekeriyakoy campus voted for the most popular designs. 
These will be made and sold on the Student Council’s stall at the Fun Day coming up in June. 
 
Amanda was lucky enough to attend a CIS conference in Malmo, Sweden, to continue to prepare the school for our visit 
by a CIS Accreditation Team in February 2013. I then went to London for the annual COBIS conference on 7, 8, 9 May 
and was privileged to receive our Fully Accredited Member COBIS Award. You will now see this quality standard on our 
website, letterheads and displayed around school. 
 
Wednesday 18 May finally saw our EYFS Sports Day event. We postponed this event twice and, as Miss Abi states below, 
it was definitely a case of third time lucky! The weather interfered with our sporting plans this year. However, under the 
guidance of Miss Yana, the children really enjoyed their morning participating in the rotation of sporting activities around 
the field. The parents also enjoyed participating in the egg and spoon race and a running race with their child. Medals 
were given out to all of the children. Parents and children were then treated to a barbeque after all that exercise! 
 
The Students have participated in our Wacky Wednesdays throughout May. They have been allowed to come to school in 
their own clothes in exchange for bringing into school small prizes, gifts and cakes for our Fun Day to be held on Satur-
day 4 June. The gates will open at 11:00 and the event continues until 13:00. There will be many stalls for the children to 
enjoy including the ‘Human Fruit Machine’ and ‘Throw a Wet Sponge at the Teacher’. There will be a climbing pyramid, a 
rodeo ride and a water slide! The raffle has many super prizes, for example, dinner for two at the Ciragan Palace, Brunch 
at the Four Seasons and a Blackberry. Please come and join us to help celebrate the end of the school year and raise 
money for the PTA and school charities.               
 
 
 
 
 
Best regards 
Amanda Ilhan                                                    Richard I’Anson 
Pre and Primary Deputy Director                          Pre and Primary Director 
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Zek Primary - EYFS Sports Day  

Never was such a fitting phrase coined to describe the 2011 EYFS Sports Day as “third time lucky”.  Having been 
postponed twice due to dismal weather conditions, the mood early in the morning of 18th May was more one of 
overwhelming relief than competitive excitement.  
In actual fact, the morning proved to be a resounding success, thanks to the exemplary co-ordinational skills of Miss 
Yana and Miss Bell. The children themselves behaved impeccably, energetically rotating around the sports field 
engaging in the five activities assembled around the pitch, buoyed up by strong parental support and competitive 
fervour. Sporting activities included soft apparatus obstacle course, water relay, parachute balance, tricycle relay and 
baton relay. Three rest stations were positioned  around the field equipped with water for those needing a quick pit 
stop to revive themselves before the next activity. 
The grand finale of the event proved, as ever, to be a smash hit  with both parents and small children alike in the form 
of the mums’ and dads’ races. These included a sprinting race, a sprinting-with-a-small-child-in-tow race and an egg 
and spoon race. Despite sightings of blatant cheating  from some parents in the egg and spoon race, all in all a 
sterling effort was made by any parent brave enough to participate, with much thunderous applause awarded to those 
who made it to the finish line intact. 
To round off the day, all EYFS parents and children were invited to a barbeque in the pre-school playground to kick 
back, relax and celebrate the morning’s achievements. 
As a footnote, I would like to thank the small group of Secondary Students who bravely jumped on board to lend a 
hand with the mornings’ activities. They were of valuble assistance in integrating cheerfully with whichever class 
they were assigned to help and were a good source of encouragement for the small children. 
 
In addition many thanks to all those parents who turned up to cheer their children on from the sidelines. Your 
presence and support meant a lot to them. 
 
Abi Kılıçoğlu 
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Beginners’ Swimming 
 
Over twenty children from EYFS and Year 1 took part in Begin-
ners’ Swimming. Over the six weeks the youngsters gained 
more confidence in the pool by playing games in the water and 
learning basic swimming skills. Miss Yana helped the five year 
olds master different strokes and learn to dive. Mr Clayton and 
Miss Alison helped the three and four year olds with swimming 
pool safety, floating on their backs and some even progressed to 
take their first solo swim! 

Zek Primary Clubs  

Clay Club: We all made and 
painted our initials. 

Clay Club: Another day we 
made coil pots which we later 
painted. 

Wiggles Club: We had fun 
dancing along with the Wiggles 
DVD. 

Gym Club: We had fun doing 
forward and backward rolls. 

Art Club: We made beautiful 
Aboriginal Art. 

Drawing Club: We loved 
drawing! 

Ballet Club: We all tried very 
hard in Ms Zerrin’s lessons. 

Bead Club: Busy at work. So 
much Fun! 

ICT Club: We traveled to 
Etiler and learnt so much in 
this club 

Playdough Club: Rolling the 
playdough out flat! 

Art Club: Busy at work! 

Sports Club: Playing a game 
of baseball. 
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Zek Primary - Year 1 Sculptures  

In Year 1B we have been working on our art topic of “Sculptures”.  We first cut a plastic water 
bottle in half. One part we made into a goblet the second part a cup. Then we did paper maché 
around the parts. Our next step is for Ms. Beck to spray paint them gold and finally we will 
decorate them. We hope we can drink from them in the future! 
 

It has been an exciting time in Year 1! We have begun our swimming lessons in the pool with Mr. 
Dave (Rutene) and Mr. Neill. What fun it is to splash around, now we are wishing for hotter 
weather! 

Great Job Kaan! 

Look at the sculptures we 

made says Naomi 

Messy art is such fun says 
Alyanna! 
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Zek Primary -  Year 1E & 1B Boys Swimming  

Having a dip! 

Splish!  Splash!! 

Learning to swim is such fun! 
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Zek Primary -  Year 1 Field Trip 
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3D Art in the Primary 

There has been some fantastic artwork going on in primary this year and 
every year group has been busy making 3D objects. Year 1E did a fantas-
tic job making fairytale houses including castles for princesses, homes for 
ogres and this tempting gingerbread house. 
 

5D have made highly decorated paper mache bowls with 
 lacquered insides and lots of bling outside! 

 

Year 3 classes made giant flowers 
based on the work of Georgia 
Okeeffe . 
 
They also designed and made 
their own dream gardens which 
included psychedelic trees, pools 
with whales and beautiful  
flowers. Year 2, 3 and CASS students all cooperated 

to make our fundraising cow.  

Zek Primary -  Year 2 & 3 Art 
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Zek Primary -  The Royal Wedding!  

 

A truly fantastic occasion organised by the PTA.  The children witnessed the arrival of the HM the 
Queen, Prince William and Kate Middleton to the trumpets of the Royal Guards as their Jaguar arrived 
down the school driveway!  They joined in the celebrations as the bride and groom waved from the royal 
balcony and then took off down the street of London, reconstructed in our Green Gym!  Bangers & Mash 
and Ice-cream & Jelly were enjoyed by all! 

 

Year 1 waving their flags! 
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Zek Primary - Year 4 Field Trip 

Year 4 visit the Science Centre 
 
On Friday 27th May, both Year 4 classes from Zekeriyaköy campus visited the Science Centre in Şişli.  We 
received a guided tour and the childern were able to try the different 'hands-on' experiments, which ranged 
from weight in space and magnetism to velocity and forced 
direction. 
 
The children said: 
 
'I liked that we could touch everything.' 
'I really enjoyed the earthquake simulation.' 
'Putting out the fire was great 
fun!' 
'I liked learning new things.' 
 
Overall, a great day!! 
 
Sarah Tutal  
Year 4 class teacher 
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Etiler Preschool - Field Trip 

Etiler Pre-School Trip  to Bahar Cickilik 4 Levent 

On Tuesday 5th April 2011 Pre-School visited Bahar Cickilik, which was linked to our learning theme 
on plants and seeds.  The children explored and observed the different parts of plants and learnt 
about what plant need to grow. All the children had the opportunity to pot their individual plant. 

 
We had lots of fun at Bahar Çiçkilik 

 

 

 

Back at school we wrote our names on special   
sticks and then put it next to our plant so we could easily identify our own. 
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Etiler Preschool - Field Trip 

Village Park Resort in Polenezköy on 10th May 2011 
 

Etiler Pre-School visited Village Park Resort. 
The clowns entertained us by getting us involved in playing lots of interesting games. 

 

 

 

We  enjoyed a picnic lunch. 
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Etiler Preschool - The Royal Wedding 

 

Royal Wedding Celebration  
 

Etiler Pre-School celebrated the Royal wedding of HRH Prince William to Kate Middleton on Friday 
29th April 2011. 

 

 
 

We had our own tea party. 
 

The children dressed up for the ‘Royal Wedding Celebration’  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

‘Look at us dancing at our Royal Wedding Celebration Party' 
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Alkent  Year 1 - Field Trip 

As part of our topic 'Sorting Materials' Year 1 (Alkent) visited the Glass Factory. The children were able 
to watch objects being made and were fascinated by all that they saw. They also had the chance to make 
their own design using small pieces of coloured glass. 
 
 Julie Pelted 
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Enterprise Week in Alkent 
 
Last week in Alkent it was enterprise week. Each class made a product to sell in a bazaar. Recep-
tion made fridge magnets, Year 1 made stenciled T-shirts and Year 2 made handmade bookmarks. 
Before we made the bookmarks we designed the bookmarks in our art books. I used orange for 
zigzag stitch; I used dark green for running stitch, pink for cross stitch, light green for half cross 
stitch and light green for running stitch.  
After we designed our bookmarks we selected our binca to sew on. I chose yellow binca. My first 
stitch was zigzag stitch and I used orange thread. Then I used green for running stitch. 
I also used cross stitch and I used pink thread. My last stitch was running stitch and I used light 
green. I really enjoyed my sewing and I think my book mark looked pretty.  
After the bookmark we made colourful invitations for our parents to tell them about our bazaar. My 
invitation looked great. After that we made posters with our partners.  
My partner was Krittika. Our poster was about our bookmarks. Our bookmarks were 5TL.  
On Friday it was our colourful bazaar. There were tables for each class. There were products on 
each table. Then we were ready for our parents to come and buy our products. There were lots of 
parents who wanted our products. Then our parents came to the tables and bought our beautiful 
products. Then my mum came and brought my bookmark for 5 TL and I felt happy.  
I enjoyed my Enterprise week. 
 
By Riddhi Year 2B Alkent 
 
 
 

Alkent  Year 2B & 2G  
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Last week was enterprise week in Alkent. Everyone had to make something to sell at the bazaar. 2G 
and 2B decided to make bookmarks. First we designed a bookmark by drawing and colouring in our 
art books. Then we started our sewing using binca and thread. I did a cross stitch with yellow 
thread, half cross stitch with orange thread running stitch with white thread, cross stitch with green 
thread and zigzag with purple thread. Next we made invitations to invite over parents to the bazaar 
and tell them about our bookmarks. After that we made a poster. My poster was about the bazaar. 
On Friday we had a bazaar in the garden. Each of us in Year 2 helped Reception and Year 1 with 
selling their products. We made lots of money.  
I hope we make lots of money in our next enterprise week. 
 
By Jeong-U Year 2G Alkent 
 

Alkent  Year 2B & 2G - continued 
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Küçük  Hasta   Aslan  
 

Bir zamanlar  ormanın birinde Ali adında küçük bir aslan yaşarmış. Soğuk bir kış günü küçük Ali 
arkadaşlarıyla oynamak istemiş. Hemen dışarı çıkıp arkadaşlarına gittmiş. Fakat üzerine montunu 
almayı unutmuştu. 
 

        
 
Yaklaşık bir saat oyun oynadıktan sonra Ali hapşurmaya başladı. Burnu kırmızı oldu. Hemen eve koş-
maya başladı. 
Kapıda annesini gördü. Annesi “ Neden beni dinlemedin?” Dedi. Ali annesine “ Anne ben çok 
hastayım. Beni doktora göterebilir misin?” Dedi. 
Annesi “ Hayır! Bu mevsimde doktor olmaz. Çünkü kış mevsiminde doktorlar da, kış uykusuna yatar-
lar.” Dedi 
Ertesi gün Ali yatağında kalmak zorunda kaldı. Çünkü çok kötü hapşuruyordu ve boğazı ağrıyordu. 
Ali annesini çağırarak “ Anne benim canım sıkılıyor. Bugün ne yapacağım?” Dedi. 

        

Annesi elinde bir kaç kitap ile odaya girerek, “Al bu kitapları oku.” Dedi. Ali bir kitabı bitirdikten 
sonra dışarıda arkadaşlarının seslerini duydu. O da hemen dışarı çıkıp onlara katılmak istedi. Fakat 
annesi buna izin vermedi. 

Primary—Turkish 
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Böylece günler günler kovaladı. Bir gün Ali uyandığında  kış bitmişti. Ali yatağından kalktı fakat hapsur-
muyordu artık. Normalde günlerdir yatağında hep hapşuruyordu. 
Ali birden “ Yuuuuuuuuuupppppiiiiiiiiii!!!!!” Dedi. Artık iyileşmişti. Ali hemen annesine “ Bugün hava çok 
güzel ve ben kendimi çok iyi hissediyorum. Dışarı çıkıp arkadaşlarımla oynayabilir miyim?” Dedi. 
Annesi “ Tabi oynabilirsin.” Dedi. 

         

 Ali hemen kavaltısını yaptı, arkadaşlarıyla oynamak için dışarı fırladı……. Arkadaşlarını evine gitti. Arka-
daşları Ali’yi görünce çok sevindiler.  

                                                                                             
Ali arkadaşlarına “  Ben artık iyileştim. Benimle oynamak ister misiniz?” Dedi.  
Ali ve arkadaşları o gün saatlerce dışarıda oynadılar. Ali arkadaşlarına “Artık kış olunca dısarıda sürekli 
montumu giyeceğim.” Dedi.  

         

O günden beri her kış geldiğinde Ali montunu giymeden dışarı çıkmadı ve bir daha hasta olmadı.  

  



 

20 

This is the first newsletter since the end of March, April was such a short month it didn’t seem to merit one by itself!  
But that doesn’t mean that nothing was going on during April, and May, as always, has been a very busy time. 
 
Some of the events which took place during April and May in the Secondary School include PE Sport and Health 
Week, Creative Arts Week, Science Week (a week of rocket propelled fun!), there was a trip to Berlin for our German 
and History students in Year 10 & 12, a trip to Igneada for our students in Year 8 and there was something else going 
on, now what was it… Oh Yes!  I remember, there was the little matter of IGCSE and IB Examinations going on for 
Year 11 and Year 13 respectively.  Something of an important time for them, and for Year 11 the exams are still going 
on. 
 
I have no doubt that you will read about much of what has been happening on the pages that follow (though the 
Igneada trip doesn’t return until the 2nd of June so you will have to wait for the final newsletter of the year for that 
one). 
 
There is, however, one event which takes place which I see as being the most important event of the entire school year 
– Graduation.  This is the time when our most senior students in the school reach the end of their school life, leave 
their childhood behind and move away from the parental home to set up their own lives.  Most of our students leave 
the country and go to universities in other parts of the world. 
 
The Class of 2011 is the largest graduating class in the history of BISI and we wanted their graduation ceremony to be 
extra special for them.  Helen Kiran put hours of work into the planning of their ceremony, arranging outdoor staging 
and seating for two hundred guests, inviting the British Consul General to give the Graduation Address, designing the 
invitations and the programme, even supervising the design of the Graduation Cake.  All her hard work paid off at 1 
pm on the 27th of May when Can Poge walked into the not yet completed auditorium and stage area and said one word 
– WOW! – to say he was impressed is something of an understatement. 
 
Our Graduands also put a lot of work into the day, spending several hours in rehearsal prior to the event.  It is not easy 
for teenagers to be particularly elegant, especially when walking down a curved staircase, but elegant is the only word 
which can possibly describe the entrance of the Graduands on the day.  Their parents must have been bursting with 
pride as they watched their sons and daughters enter the auditorium, I know I was!  The Class of 2011 showed them-
selves to be nothing less than Ladies and Gentlemen, elegant, refined and ready to take their place in the world. 
 
I would especially like to thank Mrs Jessica 
Hand, HM Consul General and Director of 
UK Trade and Industry, Turkey, who graced 
the occasion with her excellent Graduation 
Address and handed out the BISI Diploma’s 
to all of our Graduating Class. 
 
The Graduation of the Class of 2011 will set 
the benchmark for future Graduation Cere-
monies at BISI so, Class of 2012 you have 
an awful lot to live up to.  Can you be even 
better than the Class of 2011?  That is your 
challenge, I am sure you will rise to it! 
 
William Bradley 
 

Director of Secondary 

Class of 2011 
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Secondary -  PE Department 

Volleyball Tournament - 29th April 2011 
 
This year we travelled to IICS for the annual volleyball tournament against 
MEF, IGA and IICS.  Unfortunately, IGA did not have any teams this year so 
it was a 3-way between the other schools.  We are delighted to report that the 
boys finished in 1st place after winning all of their matches, with exception of 
their first in which they narrowly beaten.  Can Karabiber took an amazing 
number of points from the opposition due to his fantastic serving and Derin 
and Jordan proved to be a good attacking pairing.  Miss Scotland coached the 
boys on the day and she was extremely pleased with their team effort and 
skilled performances.  Congratulations boys. 
 
The girls played IICS in a tight, nerve-racking final.  We won the first set, they 
won the second set and we were neck and neck in the third.  Lara Dinc made a 
super-hero recovery run to play the ball over bring us 13-14 behind IICS but 
unfortunately we lost the final point giving IICS a 13-15 victory and us 2nd 
place overall.  I do believe - not being biased! - that we were the best team on 
the day.  I was delighted with the girls attitudes towards the opposition, their 
support and encouragement of each other and thank them for a good day out. 
 
Miss Bell (girls coach) 

 
 
PE & Health Week - 4th to 8th April 2011 
 
This week was jam packed full of activities and change as the PE department challenged students and staff to make small adjustments 
to their diet, lifestyle, thoughts and attitudes in order to promote health and fitness.  We introduced a primary and secondary 'Ultimate 
Fitness' challenge which saw Melis Kerimoglu and Louis Dereboy winning in primary and Leike Blanken and Tolga Guven winning 
in secondary.  We introduced a house 'Run Off' challenge to test the endurance of our students in a 10 minute continuous relay style 
event.  Maple won this event, followed by Oak and Cedar with 321, 319 and 313 points respectively. 
 
Prior to the week beginning, we challenged the students in their form groups to come up with a healthy alternative to the existing 
school lunch menu.  We had plenty of suggestions but we chose 3 winning meals and served these on Mon-Wed of our week.  Win-
ning contributions came from: 
 
Miss Holt (salad bar and noodles) 
Miss Aydinlar (sandwich selection and fruit muffin) 
Mrs Oxlade (stir fry noodles) 
Miss Skoudy (stri fry noodles and fruit salad) 
Caroline Findikliev (extended salad bar selection and mezze) 
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Our secondary students took part in the annual cross country on 7th April.  All students ran a 4km race and those who 
were feeling energetic also ran a 6km race.  We ended the day with a tug-o-war event which saw CEDAR winning 
against Oak in a close final.  The results are laid out in tables below.  Congratulations and well done to all of our staff 
who took part this year too!  The cross country was, incredibly, a tied event this year with both Maple and Oak achiev-
ing 137 points.  Cedar finished in 3rd place with 103 points. 
We tied our PE & Health week in with the World Health Organisation's annual awareness day which this year looked at 
antimicrobial resistance.  We looked at the spreading of common and severe diseases and viruses (mainly HIV, ma-
laria and MRSA)  The students worked in year groups to complete practical tasks related to their area of study.  This 
was a cross curricular activity which saw all departments in the school involved and working together with the students 
to raise awareness.  Thanks to all students for getting involved, producing amazing work and to all the teachers who 
ran or assisted the activities.  I hope to have some of the work displayed outside my classroom very soon. 
Throughout the week, we changed our normal curricular activities to offer the students something new.  From year 3 - 
13, all of our girls got to try step aerobics led by Mrs. Watson.  I'm sure they will agree with me when i say this was 
hard but extremely enjoyable and we are so thankful to Mrs. Watson for giving up her time to work with us and give us 
the opportunity to try something different.  Our boys worked with Mr. Neill (and Miss Aycan) and got to try some Aussie 
rules football.  I didn't witness any of these sessions but the feedback from the boys was that it was great fun and they 
thoroughly enjoyed this too!  Thanks Mr. Neill and also to Miss Aycan who covered the Aussie Rules classes whilst we 
were at cross country. 

The P.E. Department 

 
 

 
 

4km Y7 Y8 y9 y10 y11-13 

Boys Santos & Wouter Bora Tobias Cho Tolga 

  Dishant Tobias Ramon Oliver Metin 

  Nicolos Denhof Oliver Myoung Carmelo Orhan 

Girls Serra Pekker Ji Won Chiara Robin Jackie 

  Sunah Kim Parrmys Anna Maya Selina 

  Malika Khojeava Justine Olivia Hyun Jin Georgina 

6km  Students Time  Staff Time 

Boys Soek Jin 27.38 Mr. Neill 22.49 

  Cho 27.44 Mr. Cole 24.20 

  Ramon 29.46 Mr. Robertson 28.05 

Girls Ji won 35.43 Mrs. Oxlade 36.29 

  Chiara 40.00 Mrs. Azizoglu 38.07 

  Mina 40.34 Mrs. Sozer 42.53 

Secondary -  PE Department - continued 
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Primary Links Project 
 
On Monday the 25th and Wednesday the 27th April the year 9 art club students 
became artistic and creative mentors for the year 6 students at Etiler. Two year 
12 students were also involved as helpers and organizers contributing to their 
CAS program. This has been a fantastic opportunity for the year 9 students tak-
ing on a mature approach to art as well as being able to take on more responsibil-
ity and allowing themselves to become good leaders. 
 
The year 6 students thoroughly enjoyed the creative experience; they had a 
chance to mix with secondary students making their transition into year 7 a much 
brighter prospect. Both year groups communicated extremely well and enjoyed 
each other’s company so much that they exchanged emails at the end of the day. 
 
The project was inspired by the environment and rubbish waste. The year 6 students 
had been studying this as part of their scheme of work. The final installation was 
made from umbrellas and a mixture of textures, colours and rubbish. The final piece 
was an amazing success and all the students were very proud of their collaborative 
piece of art. Students felt like ‘real artists’ and enjoyed the experience of working in 
new ways. 

Secondary -  Art Department 

Pass it on Project 
 
As part of Creative Arts Week all secondary art students across all year groups took part in a Pass It On 
Project. This project was inspired by famous artist such as Louise Bourgeois and Tracey Emin who col-
laborated on a piece of work. One artist started the piece and then passed it onto the next artist to com-
plete. It’s a wonderful opportunity for our students to be free about artwork and not too precious. It was a 
really liberated experience and all the year groups thoroughly enjoyed the experience of working on 
someone else’s work and changing the look, texture and colour of the final piece. We have produce some 
wonderful work from this project and have plans to extend this project internationally between our 
schools and schools around the world. 
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Artist Talk 
 
Susannah Spicer kindly offered to come in during creative arts week 
and give a talk to our budding young artists about her own art work and 
experiences. Susannah brought in several pieces of her work, this was a 
fantastic opportunity for students to get up close to and be able to ask 
meaningful questions. Susannah spoke very openly and honestly about 
her work and shared her experiences of how travel and culture had in-
spired her work in many ways. This was a fantastic experience and we 
hope to organise future events such as artist visits, talks and workshops.  
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BISI’S GOT TALENT 
 
During Creative Arts week secondary students had the opportu-
nity to take part in BISI’s Got Talent. The talent show proved to 
be very popular with entries from students in all year groups.  
Students performed in front of a panel of judges consisting of  
Miss Miah, Miss Oxlade and Mr. Muller. 
 
The performances were of a high standard and the competition 
was fierce with acts including Berke, Raad and Kaan’s rendition 
of ‘Knocking on Heavens Door’ and Hannah Watson on lead vo-
cals.  First Prize was awarded to Yu Jin Lee who played an out-
standing piece on the piano. Well done to everyone who took part 
in the talent show. 

Secondary -  Music Department 
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Science week May 23rd to May 27th 

 
This was the first Science Week held at BISI and what a great success it turned out to be! The aim of the 
week was to raise awareness and interest  in Science among our students and to show how Science links with 
other areas of the curriculum. Of course it was also our aim to make it good scientific fun complete with 
whizzes, bangs and thrills. Mr Cosgrove kicked off the week by demonstrating a smoke bomb and the Ther-
mit reaction to quite a large, excited audience at Monday lunchtime. He even managed not to set off the fire 
alarms! Mr. Shippen showed the electrifying Van Der Graaf Generator and Mr. Brain the Hoffman’s 
Voltameter complete with burning and exploding soap bubbles in following lunch breaks.  
 In the Science department version of ‘It’s a Knockout ‘Mr .Mayer had the entire student body forming  
house periodic tables and then  racing each other to answer questions during  assembley  
Students in Years 7 to 9 had themed lessons for the week that were intended to be active, creative and stimu-
lating. Year 7 designed and built solar cookers, Year 8 built musical instruments from waste materials and 
Year 9 concentrated on the history of space exploration and building rockets. These were  launched and 
tested for length of flight and stability. 
Just to add the excitement of the week Year 7 visited Turkuazoo Aquarium, Year 8 carried out an ecological 
survey in the Belgrade Forest and Year 9 visited the Aviation museum. 
Finally the spelling prowess of our students was tested in the House Science Spellings Competition and Year 
10 and 12 were grilled on their scientific general knowledge in a form time quiz. The Science Department 
would like to thank our students for their enthusiasm and co-operation and our colleagues for their patience, 
and help in the making it a super week. 
 
Michael Tarbuck 
(Head of Science Department) 

Secondary -  Science Department 
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Secondary -  University Visits 

On the 31st March .  Year 11 and 12 students had the opportunity to speak with representatives  from 17 UK 
universities. Organised by the British Council,  the Mini University Fair  visits schools in Istanbul providing 
information and advise about courses and opportunities.  As you can see from the photographs our students 
made good use of this opportunity to kick start their progression to higher education. 
 
Sue Williamson 
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Secondary -  Student Achievement outside of BISI 

On Sunday 8th May Serena Conway, one of our Year 13 Graduans,  won the Istanbul Re-
gional Horse Jumping Competition and is now the Istanbul Junior Champion.   
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All have been busy in English during April and May. Students have been busy writing both narrative and 
analytical assignments as a response to texts, preparing for upcoming exams and finalising coursework. Ad-
ditionally, KS3 students have been reading and raising money for their efforts in our Readathon. We have 
raised just over 1200TL so far, a great achievement, and when money has finally stopped trickling in, we 
will send to it to the CLIC Sargent and the Roald Dahl Foundation who both work with young children suf-
fering from neurological and haematological problems and with cancer. Many thanks to all of you who sup-
ported your child with sponsor money and helped with this.  
 
The BISI poetry competition closed at the end of March and pleasingly I ploughed through 112 poems from 
years 4 to 12. So many, as was the case last year, were of merit and it was again very difficult to choose an 
outright winner. This, the English department did however, and in first place was Felix Müller in Year 9. 
Second place was awarded to Nicolas Santos in Year 7, and third position was given to Robin Haverstock in 
Year 10. Please enjoy here their efforts, remembering the theme they worked around was My Best Friend: 
 
 
 
My Best Friend 
 
You used to be my dearest friend, 
Said it was going to be like this 'till the end. 
You always caught me when I fell, 
But then she arrived. After this, things didn't go so well. 
You ‘fell in love’ and did not see, 
The irreparable damage it has done to me. 
Now you’re never there when I am hurt, 
Forgotten I’m left lying lonely in the dirt. 
That girl of yours has robbed us of a friendship 
But this sad fact you sadly have not noticed. 
You’re ‘far too busy’ walking hand in hand 
With the girl that killed us in some far off land. 
You said that we would ‘always be the best’  
Well, so much for that… 
I guess it is a truthful fact;  
All things really do come to an end 
And for one who once had counted on his friend 
Must now stand separate and squarely face 
His world in search of a new best mate. 
 
By Felix Müller - Oak, Year 9 

Secondary -  English Department 
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My Best Friend 
 
My friend is a Shoocabalalloo 
Shoocabalalloo is my friend 
Together we explored the Amazon 
And saw the Lolo bird. 
 
We flew across Signapore 
We saluted the English queen 
We swam around the Sea of Marmara 
And made clouds in the new Maseratti 
 
We did the Irish dance 
We followed the Inca trail 
We admired the Taj Mahal 
And loved the kebab 
 
We went up the Eiffel tower 
We enjoyed the beauty of the Mona Lisa 
We skidded down the sands of Eygpt 
And scuffed up all our knees 
 
We ate hotdogs in the Antarctic 
We sang songs in Dubai 
We rain danced with Indians 
And never did we die. 
 
By Nicolas Santos – Cedar, Year 7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These three poems, along with six others (from Jackie Cole, James Gwilliam, Vasily Rashkovich, Ella Gürsoy, 
Harshavardhan Malige Mane, Tijn Blanken, and Bori Gyenge ) 
were entered in the International COBIS poetry competition from which I have so far heard no response. I await 
recognition for our students’ success anxiously and look forward to another win. I hope to inform you of this very 
soon.  
 
Russell Gunnell 

Though This is Cheesy My Best Friend Is… 
 
A Vibrant umbrella in salty grey seas 
Brings to me a sense of ease 
Strong but light, and lends me advice 
So I don’t make the same mistake twice 
 
Guides me to a path of my own 
Weathers me through every cyclone 
I’m oblivious to the rain 
I’m impervious to pain 
  
From my lighthouse friend, I’m protected 
The light of your sanctum 
I watch, thankful of danger deflected 
Together we can survive malicious phantoms. 
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GRADUATING  CLASS  OF 2011 

Lucca Bonnen 

Has been at our One of the longest serving students in the school for 
13 years. Has served on school counsel many times holding offers 
from Durham and Exeter universities in the uk to study economics and 
politics.  He also has offers from several American colleges.  

Off to china to study the language and the culture, which he hopes will inform 
his future design work.  

Can Pöge  

 

Morad Wali  

Melis Tarhan  

Will study Business in the UK.  Holds offers from universities of Sussex and 
Wessex.  

Morad has spent his entire school life at British International School Istanbul.  Has a 
passion for sport.  Holds offers from the University of West London and Canterbury 
Christ Church to study business.  
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Nedim Ruso  

City University London and University of Westminster to study management.    

Serena Conway  

Besides a busy school life is a keen horsewoman.  Is now the Istanbul regional horse 
jumping champion. Will go to Surrey University to study business. 

Sevil Arif 

Holds offers from City University London and the European Business School, 
London, to study management with law.  

Şima Ergani  

Holds offers from University of Westminster and Roehampton University to study business 
management.  
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Yasemin Abdulkasım  

Wants to study Chemistry with Business and holds offers from Manchester and York 
universities.  

Aida Bourdis  

During the next year she will be busy observing classes at Istanbul universities, to 
help her decide her future direction.  

Colton Oschmann  

Back to the USA where he will go into Military Service.  

Sara Fil  

Wants to study psychology and is holding offers from 4 UK universities. 
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Phyllis Güven  

Keen to study law she holds offers from Warwick and Southampton universities.  

Gina Panaino  

Off to SA to study medicine.  

Metin Gabriel Davutoğlu  

Holding offers from Warwick and Newcastle universities to study Biochemistry.  

Michael Kulekci  

Returning to Sweden to continue his education. 
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Rufat Kerimov  

Holds offers to study construction management at University College London and 
the  University of Westminster.  

Stephen Wichmann  

Will go to London South Bank University to study Business, Computing &  
Information Management.  

Dilara Öner  

Applying to the universities of Melbourne, Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology 
and LaTrobe University to study psychology. 

Elez Akdemir  

Will go to The University of Kent to study Law.  
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We wish all our Class of 2011 the best of luck in their  
Future. 

You will be missed! 
 
 
Helen Kiran 
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FUN DAY 
FEVER 

2011 
Number Five 

                                     
Food and Activity Token System 

The Fun Day activity and food stalls are run on a cash-free 
basis, except for external stalls such as Greenhouse Books. All 
other stalls accept tokens for payment.  
After paying your entrance fee, you’ll see a token stand near 
the entrance. There you can buy a bag of 20 tokens of mixed 
colours to be used for the food and activity stalls. Please also 
bring some cash for the external stalls. 
1 TOKEN= 1 TL        1 TOKEN= 1 TL      1 TOKEN= 1 TL 

Fun Day Map 
At the entrance on Saturday, you will receive a map showing 
you where all the stalls and activities are. Please keep this 
with you for the day so you can visit every stall!! 
     

Final Wacky Wednesday!! 
Please allow your child to come in their own clothes on 
Wednesday and they will receive an I.O.U Cake Voucher. 
Please send in a cake on Friday or bring it on Saturday morn-
ing for the cake stall. 

RAFFLE PRIZES 
 

There will be a great raffle 
with many prizes including: 
 

Dinner for two at the Ciragan 
Palace 
Brunch at the Four Seasons 
Class Baskets 
Philips MP3 players  
Blackberry 

Have fun in the sun at 
FUN DAY 2011!! 
11:00-15:00hrs 

Entrance Fee: 
5TL 

(Includes Raffle Ticket) 

Children are 
FREE!! 

Contact Ayna Kafkasli on 
akafkasli@gmail.com 

GET YOUR FUN DAY 2011 
TICKETS IN ADVANCE! 

We will be selling entry tickets in 
advance up until Wednesday. There 
will be a prize given to one lucky 
person as an incentive to buy your 
tickets early.  
Tickets will also be sold on 
the day, but you will need 
to provide ID at the gate. 

SATURDAY 4TH 
JUNE  

Please place the slip and money in a clearly labelled envelope by Wednesday 1 June 2011 
 

Fun Day 2011 Ticket Request 
 
Child’s Name_________________________________________     Class__________ 
 
Number of Tickets__________       Total amount enclosed (TL)___________ 
 
Signed__________________________________       Date__________ 
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                                     PIANO & VIOLIN 
 

Private Piano and Violin lessons offered to all ages 
 

After school and weekend lessons available 
 

Lessons will take place in your own home and will be one hour 
per week 

 
Opportunity to study in preparation for the Royal Academy and 

London College Certificate Program 
 

For further information please contact Firuze Goltepe  
(Music teacher at BISI) 

Mobile number 0532 788 11 25  
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DIRECTORS OF SCHOOLS 
 
 
Amanda Ilhan     Pre School & Primary School Deputy Director 
+90 212 202 7027    amandailhan@bis.k12.tr 
 
 
Richard I’Anson    Pre School & Primary School Director 
+90 212 257 5136    richardianson@bis.k12.tr 
 
 
William Bradley    Director of Secondary and Principal of  
+090 212 202 7027    Zekeriyakoy Campus 
       williambradley@bis.k12.tr 
 
 
Tuba Guven     Director of Admissions 
+90 212 286 7375    registrar@bis.k12.tr 
 
 
Helen Kiran     Head of PR/Communications 
+90 212 202 7027    communications@bis.k12.tr 
 
 

Find us on 
www.bis.k12.tr 


