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Message from the Pre/Primary School
Another year begins in our very busy Pre and Primary School! We welcome all our new staff, children and
parents to our School!
As we write these Newsletters to you over the year, you will see that our Guiding Statements are mentioned numerous times. Our Guiding Statements are what we do and why we do it that way at BISI. For
the younger Early Years children, we rewrote our Guiding Statements in child speak. We have five statements stating that all our children are unique and special, that we are kind, friendly and helpful, that we
play nicely by sharing and taking turns, that we look after everyone and everything, and finally that we
listen to our friends and our teachers. For our Primary aged children, we also felt that they may not fully
comprehend our Guiding Statements. Therefore, we asked our teachers and students to help create a motto so that the students could more readily understand them. With the help of our Key Stage 1 and 2 Curriculum Co-ordinator, we created our ‘I Succeed’ motto; I is for Investigate, S is for Safe, U is for Unity, C
is for Creativity, C is for Community, E is for Education, E is of Environment, and D is for Daring to be the
best person you can be.
As part of our new teachers’ induction week in August, we enjoyed an overnight stay in Polonezkoy and a
boat trip down the Bosphorus. We welcomed all staff back to school in the last week of August. We invited
training consultants from the UK to come to our school to keep our teachers up to date with current practice as part of our commitment to continuous professional development.
We invited new parents to an open morning/afternoon in August. They met with their child’s Class Teacher
and we answered frequently asked questions at an informal seminar. At the beginning of September, all
parents were invited into their child’s classroom to discuss the overview of the year.
The PTA at both campuses have been busy from the first week of September! They arranged a second
hand uniform sale and also organized our annual External Activities Fair in the first weeks of September.
This fair catered for all individuals and groups who support our community by teaching private lessons for
our children. There were private music teachers, dance and drama teachers, language courses, fencing
and ice hockey coaches, and counselors for example in attendance. The Zekeriyakoy Campus PTA organized a Sunday Brunch at a new venue this year in Tarabya to welcome all new parents to our school and
greet returning parents from last year. The Sunday Sports Clubs began this month, as well as Private Clubs
after school.
Other events included the Year 5 children and parents listening to an informative talk regarding their residential trip to Space Camp in Izmir, and Mr Topuz has already taken your child’s class and individual photographs. He will continue next month to take the sibling photographs.
We wish you all the best for the year ahead!
Amanda Ilhan
Pre and Primary School Deputy Director

Richard I’Anson
Pre and Primary School Director
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Etiler — Year 3
Year 3G went to visit JurassicLand in Forum Istanbul.
We had a talk about Pangaea. Then we followed a guide into the Juracopter for a 4-d movie. We visited a
hatchery and saw a dino vet!
What a tiring day…but what a lot of learning fun we had.
Mrs Guven and 3G City
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Etiler — Year 3
Learning about Etiler
For our Humanities unit about our local area we went out on the streets of Etiler to collect data, take photos
of important features and learn our way about.
Year 3G City
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Etiler — Year 5
5A performed 'Contraction Surgery' this week, to create some contractions to use, as informal language, in
dialogue. Dressing up as a surgeon, complete with scrubs and rubber gloves, they performed emergency
surgery, to make an elision, cut out one or two letters, 'sew' the words back together, and mark the cut with
an apostrophe.
James Abbleby
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The structure of the Earth, with oranges!
Class 5A extended their understanding of the structure of the earth, by using oranges! The children peeled the
oranges, or earth's crust, to reveal the fruit, or mantle. They divided the peel up into eight (8) large and seven
(7) smaller pieces, to represent tectonic plates. Then came the hard part... sticking the tectonic plates back onto
the earth, with toothpicks, like a 3D jigsaw!
The activity helped the children understand how and where earthquakes and volcanoes happen all over the
world, including here in Turkey.
James Appleby
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Etiler — Year 6
Year 6 Geography Field Trip
Year 6 from Etiler campus got their year of to a quick start
with an early field trip to Kilyos and Rumeli Fenerl.
The aim of the field trip was to compare and contrast these two very different coastal settlements as well as
carrying out a range of measurements and surveys such as making a Talley chart of the types of buildings
found in both places and measuring the length of streets to make a scale bar when we returned back to
school.

We all had great fun and learnt a lot although the highlight for everyone was getting blown around by the
strong winds on the cliff tops.
Nikki Dereboy
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Zekeriyakoy — Year 6
Back to School
Monday 31st August, my first day back to my old, and new, school. This is my first day back at BISI. I was
here long ago and started here in preschool. Three years ago, we moved to Bucharest and now, I’m back
again.
I recognised some of the children from three years ago. I was so happy that my friend who left BISI two years
ago is also back at school and even in my class. Miss Frigeri, my year 6 teacher, I remembered from three
years ago. My brother’s old reception teacher, Mr Dave, is also still here; he told me some stories about my
brother when he was small. To my surprise, Miss Amanda hasn’t changed at all!
However, the school building itself changed a lot! For example, the school is not green as it used to be and
the lunch hall is now pink. The orange PE hall is now white, and sadly, Miss Frigeri’s hair in not green anymore.
It was fun to see all the changes in our school!
Philine Decker, 6F

******
My first week at school
by Advaith Arun - 6T
A new school year as begun,
I know it is going to be fun.
At BISI, I began my 1st week,
With a big list of learning to seek.
Started of with a session of Ice-breaker,
And I owned my own locker.
In P.E, I was taught to jump high,
When I succeeded, I let out a big sigh.
With 6F, I made a poster about I Succeed,
I am confident, I am of a new breed.
Ms. Tomoko & Monsieur Vincent are my new teachers,
They are lively with fresh Features.
An awesome man is Mr. Tough,
I know he’s not going to be Mr. Rough.
While I love my Canteen’s food,
I am sure, my future is bright and good!
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My First Week of School
On the first day of school,
I went through the school gates.
I saw my friend Emma
And all my other mates.
We talked about our holiday
And all the things we had done.
I told her I went to Germany
And had tons of fun.
Then I saw Alisha
And quickly ran to hug her.
We talked, talked, talked, talked.
To realise 1 missing thing.
Where was Serena?
We’d ask Elvi where shed been.
She told us she went to Etiler
Because there was no space.
I will never be able to repeat the same expression,
On my pale face.
My head began to wonder,
As I slowly walked by
Then the morning bell rang
And I tiptoed in to line.
I stepped in to the class
And my eyes searched the room.
For new anxious faces,
I’d be familiar with soon,
Then we played games
Called icebreakers.
I guess the teacher wanted us to be
Expert friendship makers.

I can’t tell the whole story
Because I’ve really got no time.
To search hours, hours, and hours,
Searching for words that rhyme.
In a quick summary,
Of my first day
It was exciting scary and nerve racking,
In every single way!
Aylin Hastemir
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My limerick
By Willemijn Eijsink 6T
The very first week in year six
A class full of an incredible mix
Of quite tall boys, making lots of noise
And girls teaching juggling tricks
For PE we had swimming
I jumped in as I heard a phone ringing
It was my mum, saying that I was dumb
I asked why and she started singing:
She said:”I am mad,
That you behave so bad!”
She wouldn’t explain, and left me in pain
And made me really sad
My very first back at school
Made me feel like a terrible fool
There was also a girl, that made my mind twirl
By saying:”You’re so NOT cool!!!”
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Message from the Secondary School
Dear Members of the BISI Community
It gives me great pleasure to welcome all of our new parents, students and staff to the school and to welcome back all those returning. I hope you
all had a wonderful summer and that our students are rested and ready to take on the rigours of the year to come.
The school has much to celebrate as we start the new academic year and the first thing I want to tell you about is our incredible results.
The Graduating Class of 2015 finally emerged from the shadow of the year above them by getting the best IB results the school has ever enjoyed!
100% pass rate in the full Diploma Programme for the third consecutive year. An average IB points score of 33.4. The top scorers were Chiara
Vivaldi with 44 points, followed by Anne Blanken and Hannah Watson with 41. Hannah Watson has taken up a place at Cambridge University. I
know you will join me in wishing all of our Graduating Class of 2015 the very best of luck as they move on to the next phase of their lives.
The IGCSE Class of 2015 also broke all the school records! 96% of all our IGCSE examination grades were between A* and C and well over
50% of all of our grades where A* or A; indeed 33% of all our grades were A*. Many of our students scored multiple A* and A grades, including
Ashutosh Bhadouria, Sophie Schmitz, So Hee Park, Lieke Blanken, Mare Blanken, Yu Jin Bang, Berke Turkay, Elahe Hosseinzadeh, Serra Peker,
Elena Vivaldi, Umit Abdulkasim and Sheida Kiran who between them had no less than 119 A* and A grades!
Congratulations are due to all of our students however, for the fantastic effort they put in last year and, of course, our expectations are very high
for the coming year! But fantastic students need to have fantastic teachers and congratulations are due to my staff who worked incredibly hard to
bring our students to the level where such grades are in their grasp.
Talking of staff, each year we have some staff leave us for pastures new and we bring in new teachers to replace them. So we say goodbye and we
say welcome:
Goodbye to Eileen Aydinlar who decided to retire at the end of the year.
And welcome to Aftab Hamid, her replacement.
Goodbye to Holly Garner who has moved to Ghana.
And welcome to Paddy Williams who replaced her.
Goodbye to John Brain who has moved to Spain.
And welcome to Alan Reid who replaced him.
Goodbye to Darren Clark who moved to the Caribbean.
And we also have two new positions that we have filled;
Welcome to Dr Kathleen Hawthorne who has taken up the new full time post of University and Careers Counsellor.
Welcome to Scott Cosnett our Teacher-Librarian.
Please join me in wishing all of our departing staff the best of luck wherever they have gone and please welcome our new members of staff when
you get the opportunity to meet them.
We have had quite a lot of physical changes to the campus over the holidays also – the inside has been spruced up with a very welcome new coat
of paint for most classrooms and offices. You quite simply won’t recognise the library, a huge amount of work has been carried out there, please
do come in to see it – both the Primary and the Secondary libraries have been extensively modernised. We have new changing rooms for the
swimming pool which I am told our students and out Sunday Sports Club parents and students are very impressed with, a new set of storage rooms
in the theatre foyer allows us to create proper changing rooms for our students to use during their theatrical performances, and there are many
more small cosmetic improvements around the place which all help the campus to be a better, more welcoming environment for learning.
Over the summer I wrote a Parent’s Handbook which I have put on the website to make it available to you all. This is the first Secondary School
Parent’s Handbook we have had at BISI so it is in a somewhat fledgling state. Perhaps, once you have read it, you may have ideas for other information I could put in there that would be useful to parents. Please do let me know.
If you haven’t seen the Parent’s Handbook yet, it can be found on our website under the Community heading, Communications.
I am looking forward to a great year to come in the BISI Community and I hope to see you soon.
With best wishes for a great year to everyone,
William
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Secondary—Year 10 Business Studies Trip
The Milan EXPO Trip
Report by Mariam Zara, Year 10 Business Studies Student
“Scusi”, my favourite word in Italian.
A couple weeks ago, I was lucky enough to attend the Unıversal Expo in Milan with half our business class
and two of my favourite teachers. This was the first trip I’d ever been on by myself and to be honest, the whole
thing was worth it. I thought going to an International School was great but now that I’ve experienced an event
full of different cultural diversities; I feel as though I’ve been to every country in the world. As the whole
theme of the Expo was about feeding the planet, it was so interesting to see the agriculture of different countries all over the world in a visual stimulating manner.
The food, the shopping, the atmosphere, was simply incredible. Wherever you went in the Expo, you couldn’t
have gone wrong with the food. From pizza to pasta to caprese, it’s basically food that you would wish to have
all day. What was great about the Expo was that we were coincidentally there on the event of the largest pizza
in the world, (let’s not tell my mum I had three slices). The pizza got the award for being the world’s largest
pizza by the Guiness World Records. The Expo was organized so well; every hour there was a musical performance around ‘The Tree of Life’; it was so great to watch the tree bloom in front of our very eyes and people
gather around to watch it.
Whether it has to do with business or not, experiencing such an event was definitely worth it. Twenty million
individuals all over the world are expected to visit the Expo within just six months. I suggest you all hurry up!
Included below is feedback from the other students who attended the Expo.
“It was as if I was travelling the world in one day, experiencing all the different cultures but in one single
place.” –Martina Clemente, Year 10
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