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22nd February 2012

Dear Year 9 parents,

I look forward to welcoming your children next year into Year 10. To help them prepare for this transition into a new Key Stage we are currently preparing information sessions to help them make the right decisions about their IGCSE choices.

Feb 29th 
IGCSE subject sessions from Heads of Department
March 6th 
IGCSE subject sessions from Heads of Departments; students will be issued with their Option Preference Forms
March 15th 
Parent-Teacher meetings   1pm – 6pm

March 20th 
IGCSE Subject Choices Meeting for Students and Parents
Before making final IGCSE choices on March 20th we will ask the students to fill in an IGCSE Option Preference Form, it is important that this form is filled out and returned promptly as we will determine the final option grouping based on the interests that students have shown on these forms.  Please be aware that students may need to change their options if they do not fit into the teaching groups offered, but every effort will be made to include groups that fit the largest number of student choices indicated on the Option Preference Forms filled in on March 6th.

On the following pages you will find information about the IGCSE programme. Please read through it with your son or daughter, fill in the IGCSE preference form issued on March 6th and come to our IGCSE Subject Choices Meeting on March 20th at 6pm to make final IGCSE option choices. Attendance at the meeting is essential for all year 9 students going into year 10 next year.  If you would like to stay and attend the IB information meeting at 7pm on the same night, you are most welcome.

Please read through IGCSE options guidelines on the following pages and should you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me,

Regards,

Joy Bosman

Key Stage 4 Coordinator
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Cambridge IGCSE is the world’s most popular international curriculum for 14-16 year olds, leading to globally recognised and valued Cambridge IGCSE qualifications.

Cambridge IGCSE encourages learner-centred and enquiry-based approaches to learning. It develops learners’ skills in creative thinking, enquiry and problem solving, giving learners excellent preparation for the next stage in their education. Clearly defined learning outcomes and content, mean Cambridge IGCSE is compatible with other curricula and is internationally relevant and sensitive to different needs and cultures.

Each subject is certificated separately. Over 70 subjects are available, including more than 30 language courses, offering a variety of routes for learners of different abilities. 

Cambridge IGCSE develops learner knowledge, understanding and skills in:

· Subject content

· Applying knowledge and understanding to familiar and new situations

· Intellectual enquiry

· Flexibility and responsiveness to change

· Working and communicating in English

· Influencing outcomes

· Cultural awareness

Assessment for Cambridge IGCSE includes written and oral tests, coursework and practical assessment. Coursework is set and marked by the teacher and externally moderated by Cambridge.

In most subjects there is a choice between core and extended curricula, making IGCSE suitable for a wide range of abilities. There are clear guidelines which explain the standard of achievement for different grades from A* to G. 

Cambridge IGCSE examinations take place in May/June and results are issued in August on the CIE website.

More information is available at 

www.cie.org.uk/qualifications/academic/middlesec/igcse
How to choose your IGCSE subjects at BISI
Each student will take 8 IGCSE subjects, 5 of them are options as shown in the table.

	English
	Maths
	Language
	Option 1
	Option 2
	Option 3
	Option 4
	Option 5


Step 1:   Placement in English and Mathematics will be determined by the subject teachers based on progress in year 9.

Some students may take English as a Second language in year 10 and move on to First language English in year 11.

	English:   

English as a Second Language

English as a First Language 

English Language & English Literature

Mathematics

Core level Mathematics

Extended Level Mathematics

Additional Mathematics

Languages:

French as a Second language

German as a Second language

Spanish as a Second language

Turkish as a First language


	Options:
Science Subjects
Physics

Chemistry

Biology

Coordinated Science (counts as 2 options)

Computer Studies (IT)

Humanities Subjects
Business Studies

Economics

History

Geography

Sociology

Creative Subjects
Art & Design

Music

Drama

Physical Education


Step 2
 Choose a language. Turkish is for native speakers of this language. French, German and Spanish are at second language level.

You can take a Self Study language IGCSE at the end of year 10 or 11 if you are fluent in that language and have not chosen this language as your option. 

For a list of languages offered at IGCSE please go to www.cie.org.uk/qualifications/academic/middlesec/igcse/subjects# ​ 

Step 3:  Choose 5 option preferences from the list above. Make sure you choose at least 1 subject from the Humanities and 2 subjects from Science (combined science counts as 2 sciences)  

Step 4   Attend the IGCSE Options meeting and make final option choices based on the teaching groups offered.  You may need to change your options if they do not fit into the teaching groups offered, but every effort will be made to include groups that fit the student choices indicated on the Option preferences forms filled in on March 6th
[image: image3.jpg]



Secondary School


Key Stage 4 Coordinator – Joy Bosman





Zekeriyaköy Mah.,Kilyos Cad., No: 227/1,2, Sarıyer, İstanbul        


Tel: 	+90 212 202 7027 Ext: 111/112


	+90 212 202 7709 Ext: 111/112


Fax 	+90 212 202 7796





Email: 	joy.bosman@bisistanbul.org














1

[image: image4.jpg]UNIVERSITY of CAMBRIDGE
International Examinations

CAMBRIDGE INTERNATIONAL CENTRE




