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30th January, 2012.

Mid-Year Report to Parents from the English Department

Dear Parents, 

Pleasingly, this mid-term has started with the same enthused effort and pace of learning that was evident before the holidays. Key Stage 3 students are once more busily engaged in producing creative and analytical responses as they begin once more to read their way through class novels and a wide range of shorter texts and plays. These range this term from Victorian poetry to science fiction short stories. For our students in Years 7 - 9 it is business as usual in terms of essay drafting, structuring analytical arguments, reflecting on character and plot development in drama and other media, as well as preparing for the many creative presentations attached to their learning.
In contrast, our Year 11 and Year 13 students at present are enjoying the experience of their Mock Examinations and are testing their skills and knowledge in several English Language and Literature examination papers. These have already generated many transcripts which require careful marking for assessment focused target setting where all will benefit post exams from detailed analysis, feedback and more directed time writing practice. In fact, from now until this year’s forthcoming examination sessions in May and June these students will spend the majority of their time studying exam texts and practicing techniques needed for improved exam success. Amidst this academic fervour is the writing and redrafting of IGCSE and IB coursework which is, I am sure, in hand. Much is left to do then and I hope, especially so for our Year 11 students, that revision doesn’t end when the Mock Exams are over. A continued effort to sustain a managed revision schedule will ensure the success that we expect from them and the developing success the English Department has achieved over recent years.  

In March we have our second English/Literacy focused week entitled Book Week. This will begin Monday 12th and run until Friday 16th. During which students will participate in a variety of book reading activities and sponsored reading. More Reading Champions will be gently coerced to present a reading or two in the library. We also look forward to World Spelling Day, more House Competitions where the trophies BISI Best Poet of the Year and BISI Best Young Writer of the Year can be won. We will hopefully secure a visit from a published writer who has additionally agreed to offer some creative writing workshops to those very much interested. Also planned is a creative literary sculpture that will gradually begin to take shape and grow as every reader in school participates. This is purposefully vague I know, but I do not wish to give too much away at this time. Keep an eye on the BISI Newsletter for further details and requests concerning this.
Once again I would like to thank you for your continued support and remind you not to hesitate in contacting me should you have any queries, questions or concerns regarding the study of English and English as a Second Language here at the British International School, Istanbul. 

Russell Gunnell
Secondary School
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