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16 January 2011
Dear parents,

I do apologise that I have been a little remiss in writing to you at the start of the new term, things have been quite hectic and the task unfortunately was pushed to the bottom of the pile.  Nevertheless, I would like to start by wishing you all a Happy New Year and by welcoming you all back following the holidays.

No sooner are we back than I am off on my travels, I have a recruiting trip to London coming up and I will be flying out early on Wednesday morning.  I am attending both the Search Associates and Council of International School Recruitment Fairs whilst I am away.  I will not be turning my email off and will be checking it every day so if you need to get in touch with me you will be able to.  If you have a problem that necessitates a visit to the school, please make an appointment to meet with either Mr Richard Robinson who is the Director of Studies, Ms Sandra Scotland, the Dean of Students or one of the Key Stage Coordinators, Mr Jacques Marais for KS3, Ms Joy Bosman for KS4 or Mr John Bosman for KS5.  Hopefully my trip will be successful and I will tell you about our new staff in due course.  I will be back in school on the 31st of January.
We have two student teachers joining us on the 23rd of January for seven weeks.  They are undertaking a placement from the University of Wales in Newport and, during the time they are here, one of them will be taking some classes in Science and the other will take some classes in Mathematics.  They will be mentored by teachers at the school and they will be observed, not only by their mentor and their Head of Department, but will also have an assessed observation by Dr Ceri Pugh from the University whilst they are here.  Student teacher placements are a vital link in the education process and something that all teachers have gone through.  It is perfectly normal practice in schools worldwide and we are very proud of our tie-up with such a prestigious university for these practices which we hope we will be able to continue in the future.
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I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible during the coming term.
Yours sincerely,
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