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Thirty Seventh Edition 

GUIDING STATEMENT OF  
THE BRITISH INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL ISTANBUL 

 

The British International School Istanbul provides a caring  
international environment, fostering cultural diversity.  Individual  
students achieve their full academic potential, inspired to become 

 lifelong learners and responsible citizens of the global community. 
 

 

 

BISI COMMUNITY  
NEWSLETTER 

YOUR COMMUNITY! 
YOUR NEWS! 
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Dear Parents 
 
We’ve started 2012 with yet another new venture in the world of Communications at the BISI. 
 
During the winter holiday the Maslak office and I worked hard on going yet another step forward and setting 
up social network sites for our school.  We are now active members of Facebook and Twitter; we have a Flickr 
account with updated photos of our school and students and a BISI Blog.  Please view the sites from the fol-
lowing links and enjoy! 
 
 

WORDPRESS : http://bisistanbul.wordpress.com/ 
 
 
FACEBOOK : https://www.facebook.com/BISIstanbul   
 
 
TWITTER : https://twitter.com/#!/BISistanbul  (you have to be a Twitter ac-
count holder in order to access). 
 
 
FLICKR : http://www.flickr.com/photos/bisistanbul/ 
 

 
 
Helen Kiran 
 

Head of PR and Communications 
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Pre/Primary School Message 

 
 

December and January Events in Pre and Primary School 
 

We filled December’s 11 ½ school days to the brim! First, it was the turn of EYFS; singing and dancing on stage in 
their Winter Assemblies. The youngest children in our school started off the festive season in style. Santa Claus 
arrived to reward them for their efforts with a small present. The teachers then arranged a party for all the chil-
dren and their parents.  

Following on from these performances, Mr Fenwick and the Creative Arts Department organized an amazing Winter 
Showcase event. This involved students of all ages showcasing their talent: dance, drama, singing and instrumen-
tal ensembles. The atmosphere was sensational. Well done to all the students involved. A special thank you goes 
to Sandra Watson and her Interior Design Team: their Winter Wonderland themed theatre really got us into the 
spirit of the festive season.  

The Winter Singalongs for all parents and children continued our festive theme, singing all our favourite songs and 
then rewarding ourselves by eating too many delicious mince pies. Thank you to Dave Rutene for supplying the 
mince pies. Selected children participated in our Primary choir event at the Ciragan Palace hotel.  They were ac-
companied by the extremely talented Min Gu Park, from Secondary, on the piano.  

Traditionally, at this time of year, children go to see a pantomime. Years 5 and 6 did not disappoint the younger 
children. Their version of Hansel and Gretel was spectacular. The stepmother was wicked, the witch evil, the forest 
was spooky, the robbers funny, and Hansel and Gretel delightful and smart. The scenery helpers arranged all the 
props in the right place at the right time, and the total effect was enchanting.       

Our first major charity event for the year was the Winter Bazaar. The Student Councils organized the event, with 
the support of the PTA. The support from parents was superb; sending in small prizes for the four Wacky Wednes-
days, in return the children could come to school in their own clothes, and then sending in money with their chil-
dren for the bazaar itself. Many parents also attended the bazaar. Stalls included Santa’s Grotto, Tombola, Snow-
ball Bowling, Jam Jar Jamboree, Secret Santa and Santa’s Disco. The children enjoyed visiting each stall with their 
pocket money. The PTA organised a delicious Food Court. An incredible total of over 5000TL was raised in two 
hours across both campuses and this money will be split between our local, national and international charities of 
local schools, Baba Beni Okula Gonder, Unicef and Send a Cow respectively. Some money will be spent on play-
ground games for our children.  

The PTA organized a Movie Night where they served popcorn and drinks for the children to enjoy whilst watching 
the film Polar Express. They also arranged a ski clothing and second hand uniform sale to boost their funds. 

We closed for a half day at the beginning of January to continue our preparation for CIS accreditation. Teachers 
met in vertical or horizontally aligned committees. This involves teachers from EYFS, Primary and Secondary dis-
cussing and reflecting on our current practice and how we can improve our teaching and learning for the children. 
The visit from a CIS accreditation team is scheduled for February 2013.  

Other events this month included children visiting the Canakkale Exhibition, the Classic Car Museum and the Istan-
bul Modern. Several children from the Primary school teamed up with the Secondary students to represent the 
school at a Chess Tournament. Happy reading!  

Best regards 

Amanda Ilhan     Richard I’Anson 

Pre and Primary Deputy Director  Pre and Primary Director  
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Preschool Party! 
 
 
 
At the very beginning of December Etiler’s Pre School got together in the hall all wearing red to sing for 
their parents! The children had been practicing with lots of help from Mr Peter and their class teachers. 
All of the parents were very proud and impressed by how many songs the children had learnt. Thank you 
to Mr Peter and everyone who helped! 
 

          
 
At the very end of term we had a festive tea party. We all brought in our favourite cups and ate lots of 
cake. It was a great way to end a very busy and exciting term. 
 
Miss Kayleigh 

Etiler - Preschool 
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Alkent Campus 

Chinese New Year celebrations 
 
On Wednesday 25th October Alkent held a special assembly to celebrate Chinese New Year. We heard a story 
about how children and their families prepare for this special time of year. 
 
We were then entertained by a Chinese lion puppet dressed in red and gold. The Year 1 children also sang a 
song in Chinese about the special red lanterns which are also part of the celebrations. 
 
All of our children then enjoyed some delicious special Chinese New Year snacks which were expertly made 
by Sophie’s and Mia’s mums, who also gave each child a special red envelope filled with special money, as is 
the tradition.  
 
All of the Alkent children and staff enjoyed finding out about the Chinese New Year and send a special 
‘Thank you’ to Mrs Ewe and Mrs Yilmaz for providing all of the props, special snacks and Ang Pow enve-
lopes! 
 
 

Enjoying the delicious Chinese New 
Year snacks 

Mia and Sophie looked beautiful in 
their traditional costumes. 

Year 1 sang a special song about 
Chinese lanterns. 

All of the Alkent children enjoyed 
special snacks made by Sophie's 

and Mia's mums. 

Everyone recieved a red envelope filled with 
golden chocolate money. These are called 

Ang Pow. 

We were entertained by a colourful 
Chinese lion puppet. 

Alison Guzel 
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Etiler—Year 6 

                  Simple Slipper Making 
 
Year 6 children from EƟler Campus recently completed making some amazing and beauƟ-
ful slippers.  
 
Our main objecƟve was to make them comfortable and safe so they would not slip.  
 
While we were making them the hardest thing was cuƫng out the templates for the soul 
and the upper. It was so difficult to get the correct size! Luckily we managed by drawing 
round our feet, and calculaƟng the amount of space to leave out around the edges. AŌer 
several weeks of hard work we finally finished them. They are all colourful with original 
designs, but most importantly they are comfortable and they don’t slip. So we all success-
fully achieved our main objecƟves! 
 
Selin CeƟn  
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The Musical “Hansel and Gretel” 
 

On Friday 9th December, the Year 5 and 6 pupils and teachers at British International School Istanbul put to-
gether a fabulous musical, Hansel and Gretel to celebrate Christmas which was not too far away. 
 
Not only students and teachers from the Zekeriakoy campus but even students and teachers from Etiler came 
to watch the show in the theatre. 
 
“The show was fantastic!  Hansel and Gretel did a super job and the stepmother and father too!  I never knew 
they would do such a great job.  It’s good to have new people to take part in lead roles,” the deputy director, 
Miss Amanda, said.  “Everyone did a great job.  Teachers have also put a lot of effort into this.  I’m so im-
pressed!” 
 
The Year 5 and 6 students had to miss many lessons and even break times to practice the show.  As a result, 
they finished the show successfully and the teachers kindly prepared a wonderful treat for the students – a trip 
to Kanyon for a fun movie.  There, the students were able to appreciate all the work that goes into a full mov-
ie! 
 
Could there be a better prize for the students?  They sure are looking forward to doing this again next year! 
 
Hye June Lee 

Zek Primary—Winter Performance 
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Art in Year 3 
 
 
Year 3 have been getting fruity again! To fit in with our healthy eating 
topic we have been looking closely at fruit and vegetables and we made 
still life compositions with the fruit and vegetables which we bought from 
Zekeriyakoy market. We even abandoned paint and used diluted food col-
ouring to paint with. It gave a subtler effect even though it was a bit harder 
to handle. 
 
Our Powerful Portrait unit has just started and we have been studying por-
traits by Frida Kahlo , Van Gogh and Grant Wood to learn what paintings 
tell us about how people look and what their personalities are. The chil-
dren made studies and described how they felt about the people in the por-
traits. They made a group collage of Picasso's Weeping Woman - a por-
trait which expresses how the sitter feels rather than how she looks in real-
ity, (I hope!). 
 
For their research project the children will make an information page 
about their favourite portrait and the artist who drew it and then do their own artwork based on it. In class the next step will be to 
study Egyptian tomb paintings and draw oil pastel studies of Egyptian profile portraits. 
 
The children are becoming excellent artists and it is always exciting to see their work developing.  

Jill Parker 

Zek Primary—Year 3 



 

9 

 
The BISI Winter Bazaar took place on in both campuses on Thursday 15th December.  Again a very success-
ful event with money raised for our supported charities.   
Here is what some of the Zek campus Student Council Reps had to say about the event:  
 
 

“The Winter Bazaar was a first rate day. We raised 4634TL total profit. The food in the food court was deli-
cious”.  
Alpin Gunduz 5F Student Council Rep 
 
“The Winter Bazaar raised 4634TL.  I had lots of fun at the Winter Bazaar. I was so lucky because my brother 
Alpin helped me on the stocking fillers and cards stall”.  
Lara Gunduz 5D Student Council Rep 
 
“The Winter Bazaar was great. We raised 4634TL. I helped with the raffle which was excellent”.  
Aydan Muller 3E Student Council Rep. 
 
“The Winter Bazaar was fun, challenging and awesome”.  
Alex Brandt 4SS Student Council Rep. 

Zek  & City Campus Pre/Primary—Winter Bazaar 
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EYFS Winter Assembly 2011 

Despite the significant lack of boughs of holly decking any halls, the EYFS Winter Assembly on 1st December 2011 
nonetheless proved to be a somewhat more robust affair than in previous years. This was predominantly due to steadily 
increasing numbers of EYFS children in each class, all of whom lent their voices (either tunelessly or otherwise) to a 
number of much-loved children's' Christmas songs. In accordance with the Christmas spirit, all four classes were gath-
ered together on stage clothed in either green, red or white. Following the lead of Mr. Peter, they were buoyed up 
his boundless enthusiasm and cheerful encouragement for audience participation, with the lyrics of each song displayed 
on a large on-stage screen via power-point. Old favourites included 'Jingle Bells', ' We Wish You A Merry Christ-
mas',  'When Santa Got Stuck Up The Chimney', ' Snow is Falling' and 'Rudolph the Red-nosed Reindeer'. The Turkish 
teachers also made a sterling effort in teaching all the children the Turkish lyrics of 'Jingle Bells' which proved to be a 
resounding success. The ultimate and surely most appropriate climax of the concert was the appearance of  Santa Claus/
Father Christmas himself who had ingeniously managed to time his on-stage entrance to coincide precisely with the 
ending of the last Christmas song. Each child was then given a small present from Santa's sack ( a small packet of win-
dow art paint colours for decorating glass) before filing off stage and being collected by their parents. 

To round off the morning, Christmas party food and refreshments were served in the Green Gym for children and par-
ents alike, before the children were ushered outside for much-needed playground time to run off all that pent-up energy 
and party food. 

A fantastic morning was had by all, with many thanks to Mr. Peter, our music teacher, who co-ordinated the event as 
well as all the EYFS staff. 

Thank you also to all the EYFS parents who showed up to support their children at this event. 

 Your support, encouragement and appreciation for their efforts means a lot to them at this young age. 

 Abi Kilicoglu 

EYFS Teacher 

Zek  Preschool 
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Secondary School—Art Department 
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Secondary School—Art Department 
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Secondary School—History Trip 

Year  8  History  Trip  to  Hagia  Sophia 
 

Living  in  a  city  which  has  served  as  the  capital  of  two  great  empires - the  Byzantine  Empire  and  the  Ottoman  Empire -  
we  are  spoilt  for  choice  when  it  comes  to  visiting  sights  and  monuments.  This  month  students  in  Year  8  spent  a  day  at  
the  Hagia  Sophia  museum. 
 
Hagia  Sophia  is  a  building  central  to  both  of  the  empires  Year  8  are  studying  this  term.  Built  in  537  by  Justinian  I  
during  the  golden  age  of  the  Byzantine  Empire,  Hagia  Sophia  served  as  a  church  for  Christians  until  the  Ottoman  
conquest  in  1453,  when  it  was  proclaimed  a  building  holy  to  Allah  and  became  a  mosque. 
 
Within  its  breathtaking  architecture,  students  were  able  to  connect  classroom  history  to  the  real  thing.  Artifacts  were  
observed,  mosaics  studied,  interiors  and  art  work  admired,  Islamic  additions  and  other  changes  dated  and  noted.  Finally,  
students  were  able  to  make  connections  and  comparisons  between  two  vast  yet  unique  empires.  A trip to Hagia Sophia is 
certainly worth it and is one I’d like to make annually.    
 
Miss Sozer 
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Secondary School—Table Tennis Tournament 
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Middle & Senior School Girls Football Teams take on the staff 

 
To finish a very successful football season for our BISI Girls Teams we decided it was time again to challange 
the BISI staff! 
The staff had not been in training since this time last year but they turned up looking 'sporty' and ready to run 
around the field to try their best at kicking the ball in the right direction. 
The Girls Middle & Senior teams combined forces to make one very strong & organised group of footballers.  
The 1st half seemed to be going well for all with 2 early goals and a 1-1 draw.  
The staff thought it was looking good for a win BUT hold on, the young energetic students fired on in the 2nd 
half to show who was on top. A few lucky goals (says Ms Scotland) put them ahead and gaining more confid-
edence by the second. A final score of 5-1 in favour of the students was the end result with the staff looking 
tired but happy!! An enjoyable after school event for everyone. 
Thanks to all the staff who supported the game - keep training!  

Miss Scotland 

 

Secondary School—Girls Football 
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Secondary School—TIMUN 

 
MUN delegation attends TIMUN 
 
 
 
Date: 8th to 11th December 
Place: Uskudar American Academy 
 
Delegates: Kerem Karebeyoğlu - Legal Committee 
                  Vishwesh Shah - Human Rights Committee 
                  Lara Dinç – Environmental Committee 
                  Derin Ölenik – Disarmanent Committee  
                  Sven Köksal – Territorial Disputes Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our senior MUN students once again showed their mettle in representing North Korea at the Turkish International Model United 
Nations (TIMUN). The theme for this year’s conference was ‘winds of change’. This was very appropriate given the changes that 
have happened in many Middle Eastern countries over the past twelve months. Indeed though we did not know at the time of the 
conference the winds of change were soon to sweep through North Korea. 
 
Representing North Korea was always going to be a difficult task, since this country is quite isolated in its relations with most of 
the world and is not a full member of the United Nations. We had some very experienced debaters in our delegation who were 
able to negotiate clauses onto the final resolutions in two out of five committees. An outstanding feat!  
 
Some of our Senior MUN students have attended many conferences over 3 years. This shows in their confidence and ability in 
speaking to a room full of people many of whom do not agree with what is being said. They have developed form shy, hesitant 
speakers to being confident and in control. The usefulness of MUN is expressed in the words of an Uskudar student taken from 
the TIMUN website (www.timun.org) 
 
‘TIMUN’s aims are to increase awareness of global issues, to seek peaceful and constructive solutions to international issues, to 
improve members’use of English, as well as general confidence, public speaking, and leadership skills on a political platform.’    
 
Today’s MUN students could be tomorrow’s leaders. 
 
Michael Tarbuck 
(MUN Advisor) 
 

The North Korean delegation from left to right: Derin 
Ölenik, Lara Dinç, Kerem Karabeyoğlu, Sven Köksal, 

Vıshwesh Shah. All ready for action. 

Catching up on new friends.Where is Sven? 
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Year 9: Great Speeches 
 
 
As part of our unit on ‘Writing to argue and persuade’, Year 9 
have been finding out what makes a great speech – and a great 
speaker. Aristotle set us off on our investigation, with his defini-
tion of the three modes of persuasive appeal: ethos, pathos and 
logos. We found examples of how modern day leaders use these 
and other rhetorical techniques to sway the crowds in their own 
speeches and soon came to realise that there is a fine line between 
persuasion and propaganda.  This led us into Orwell’s powerful 
allegory, ‘Animal Farm’, and analysis of Squealer’s use of rheto-
ric to brainwash the animals.  We found that Orwell’s message of 
the corrupting effects of power still holds true today. In order to 
lift our spirits and shake off some of our newly acquired cyni-
cism, we then researched, analysed and presented nine inspira-
tional speeches by nine inspirational women. The speeches were 
given in a wide range of contexts, from a 19th century anti-slave 
trade gathering to the Nobel Prize for Peace Awards Ceremony. What united the speeches was their skilful crafting and 
the conviction in their message. Why do women get such poor coverage in anthologies of Great Speeches? That’s a 
question we asked ourselves. By focusing on the words and achievements of a small selection, we hope to have made a 
contribution towards redressing the balance. 
 
Below is a list of the speakers. If you want to find out more about them, see our display in the downstairs corridor of the 
Secondary Building.  
 
Miss Lewis and Year 9 
  
Aung Sang Suu Kyi 

Michelle Obama 

Hillary Clinton 

Sojourner Truth 

Anita Roddick 
Emmeline Pankhurst 

Wangari Maathai 

Shirley Chisholm 

Marie Fatayi-Williams 

Secondary School—Year 9 
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This year we are again awarding Mathematician of the month. There will be a different focus each month. A 
student in each year group will be nominated as Mathematician of the month. For the month of December our 
focus has been on overall effort. The students listed below should be really proud of themselves and their 
achievements this month. Each student will be presented with a certificate in a secondary assembly. Congrat-
ulations to all the Mathematicians of the month! 
 
 
       Year 7   Hannah Whitehead 
 
       Year 8    Sharoz Zaman 
 
       Year 9    Arfan Siddique 
 
       Year10   Batuhan Gültekin 
 
       Year 11  Oliver Deyhle 
 
       Year 12  Tolga Güven 
 
       Year 13  Eylem Gorgülü 

 

Mr Stephen John 

Secondary School—Math's Department 
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THE INTERNATIONAL AWARD SCHEME 
 

This International award is an experience that will last a life time. It has challenged me and I have learned so much 
more about others and myself. This award has given me the chance to do things I would not normally do. 
 
For skills I did Art. I developed my Art skills in drawing and painting. I have really improved a lot. For Physical Rec-
reation I did running because I needed to improve my fitness level, although I did not enjoy running I still tried it be-
cause it was something new. As time went by my fitness level became better and this meant that my performans in 
football increased and I was able to play better. For Service, I thought I would never be doing this but I helped with a 
ballet class. I was the Ballet teachers assistant for children aged 3-8. Throughout these 3 activities alone, I was able to 
set myself targets and achieve them. There was no pressure involved, it was purely up to me, which was great because 
I was determined and motivated. 
 
My motto through out this award was “nothing is ever impossible until I have tried my hardest”; I can achieve any-
thing I set my mind to. 
 
This motto was so true during the expedition in Eskisehir, in the mountains. Within the first few minutes of carrying  a 
heavy travel rucksack, which must have weighted between 20-25kg, my body wanted to give up, but my mind kept me 
going because I remembered my motto. Time went by and I forgot all about the heavy rucksack and started to enjoy 
the view and take in my new surroundings. Before I knew it, we had arrive at the campsite which was to be my home 
for the next 2 days and 1 night. During the expedition I realized how I took everything for granted e.g. the comforts of 
my home, my personal comfort zone (having my own room, television, internet, facebook etc…). I learnt to step out of 
my own personal comfort zone. 
 
I pushed myself harder and further than I thought I would. I 
surpassed my potentials and expectations; this is also thanks 
to the support of the teachers, coaches and people around me 
who always believed in me. I gained confidence and 
knowledge to trust myself, have a positive way of thinking 
and a positive attitude. I also learnt the importance of helping 
other people as much as I can. It has been a personal journey 
of lows and highs, a journey of success at becoming a better 
person. 
 
Karine Aebi 
Year 13 
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Zek Secondary—Creative Arts Department 

On Thursday 1st December, the Creative Arts Department hosted our 
Winter Wonderland Musical Showcase, which involved all year groups 
from Secondary, the Primary School Choir and a selection of perfor-
mances from Year 8 & 9 Drama students. 
 
We were delighted to receive such a wonderful turn out of both parents, 
students and teachers.  The Theatre was buzzing with anticipation and 
performers received an enthusiastic applause. 
 
We had a whole host of performances during the show ranging from 
‘Troika’ by Prokofiev played by Michelle Chang on the Flute and Afini 
Akedmir playing the violin.  The audience were treated to a perfor-
mance of  ‘The Snowman’ by the Secondary Choir and Musicians play-
ing along to the film.  Ju Jin played the song  ‘Merry Christmas Mr. 
Lawrence’ by Ryuichi Sakamoto.  The Primary Choir gave a polished 
performance of some well-known Christmas classics including ‘Rudolf 
the Red Nose Reindeer’ and ‘Deck the Halls’.  Year 7 students per-
formed ‘Jingle Bells’ on recorders. The presenter of the show was one 
of our year 11 students, Raad Momani, who also performed in the 
Christmas band playing ‘Last Christmas’ by Wham. 
 
A special thanks goes out to all of our musical performers and choir 
members, to the drama cast and to those members of the PTA who 
helped with the stage and theatre decoration. Many parents remarked 
on the how well the students performed. Well done everyone involved. 
 
We all hope you enjoyed our little piece of Christmas come early!  
 
By The Creative Arts Department 
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Secondary School—Bake Sale 

Raising Money for the Animal Shelter 
 

On Friday 20 February the Year 10 students held a 
Bake Sale of which the proceed were donated to the 
Animal Shelter in Yedikule.  Dr Celtik who orag-
nised the event was overwhelmed with the results: 
“I can not even explain in words how happy I am…, 
we managed to raise 802TL in total. I would like to 
thank all the Primary and Secondary staff, students 
and parents for making it such a successful event”.  

On Tuesday 24 January the students visited the Yed-
ikule Animal Shelter and with the money raised bought 
plenty of  food for the dogs and cats living there. Dr 
Celtik ”We are delighted to be able to help these lovely 
animals”.  
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Valentines Day Charity Stall 
 

Location:  Zek Campus  
Time      :  Secondary School break and lunch times.  
From    : 9th, 10th, 13th and 14th of February.  
 
The stall will include cards, small gifts, and there will 
also be bake sale.  
 
The items on sale are inexpensive, so the students need 
not carry too much money with them.  
 
Gohar Lokhandwala  

School—Valentines Day  
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Piano & Violin 
Lessons 

 

Private Piano and Violin lessons offered to all ages 
 

AŌer school and weekend lessons available 
 

Lessons will take place in your own home and will be one hour 
per week 

 
Opportunity to study in preparaƟon for the Royal Academy and 

London College CerƟficate Program 
 

For further informaƟon please contact Firuze Goltepe  
(Music teacher at BISI) 

Mobile number 0532 788 11 25  
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DIRECTORS OF SCHOOLS 
 
 
Amanda Ilhan     Pre School & Primary School Deputy Director 
+90 212 202 7027    amandailhan@bis.k12.tr 
 
 
Richard I’Anson    Pre School & Primary School Director 
+90 212 257 5136    richardianson@bis.k12.tr 
 
 
William Bradley    Director of Secondary and Principal of  
+090 212 202 7027    Zekeriyakoy Campus 
       williambradley@bis.k12.tr 
 
 
Tuba Guven     Director of Admissions 
+90 212 286 7375    registrar@bis.k12.tr 
 
 
Helen Kiran     Head of PR/Communications 
+90 212 202 7027    communications@bis.k12.tr 
 
 

Find us on 
www.bis.k12.tr 


