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October Events in Pre and Primary School 

 
 

We celebrated our Autumn Festival on the 14th. We started the day with an assembly organised by Years Reception, 
One and Two. They told the whole school about autumn traditions around the world, for example Thanksgiving and 
Halloween. In the spirit of thanksgiving, we collected dry foods, milk, fruit juice, cheese and toiletries. The Year 6 chil-
dren from the Etiler Campus delivered our donations to the Little Sisters of the Poor.  The Little Sisters distribute the 
goods to the needy in Istanbul. On the same day, it was Breast Cancer Awareness Day. We had a Bake Sale to raise 
money for this important cause. The Pre, Primary and Secondary school parents baked cakes and the Secondary 
school students sold the cakes to the Pre and Primary students at morning play. Thank you to Years Reception, One 
and Two for organising a super assembly, Efe (Head of the Secondary School Student Council) for arranging the Bake 
Sale, and all the parents who supported the school in our two charitable causes on the same day!   

The PTA were very busy this month. They set up their Board of Control and their committees of Campus, Communica-
tion, Curriculum, Social and Charity. The meetings are a wonderful opportunity to share information and improve the 
communication between parents and the school further. The support they have shown towards the school already is 
outstanding, under the guidance of Uli Denhof. The Sunday Sports have already started with Mr Gencer organising the 
swimming lessons and Mr Watson/ Mr Fatih arranging the football lessons. A huge thank you goes to Judith Kuiper for 
arranging the Sunday Sports again this year, supported by Tessa Maddison. The Charity Committee collected and de-
livered clothes to a school in Tarabya. The staff and children at the school were so appreciative of our donations. The 
Social Committee set up an amazing Haunted House on the 28th. The green gym was transformed into a graveyard 
with scary fairytale characters appearing in the woods!   

The children have visited sights in Istanbul this month to enhance the topics they are following. Year 3 visited Zekeri-
yakoy as part of their History/ Geography project, finding out about their local area. Year 2 visited the Belgrade Forest 
to discover changes happening in autumn, and the Reception classes visited the apple shop in Zekeriyakoy and deco-
rated their own apples.       

We held our Parent Teacher Interviews on 17th, 18th and 19th where all parents had the opportunity to visit their child’s 
Class Teacher and discuss their child’s progress. Thank you to all the teachers who had a very long day that day!  

Sports days were held this month, Key Stage One on the 20th and Key Stage Two on 21st.  Miss Findlay and Miss Ye-
nilmez organised a fun filled morning for the children. The older children enjoyed the high jump and long jump com-
petition, the younger children enjoyed the ‘throw your trainers’ event and the water race. A thank you also goes to Mr 
Dave R who assists the PE department continuously, and to Miss Bell, Head of PE. The Key Stage One event was won 
by Cedar, the Key Stage Two by Maple. Congratulations to all the teams. 

Mr Fatih, our School Photographer has been in most of the month, taking individual, sibling and class photographs. 
We eagerly await the results next month! 

 

Amanda Ilhan     Richard I’Anson 

Pre and Primary Deputy Director  Pre and Primary Director  

Message from Pre/Primary School 
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Alkent Primary— Year 2 

 In Alkent Year 2 we have been learning about SUPER sentences. We read 'Where The Wild Things Are' by 
Maurice Sendak.Then we created our own WILD THINGS using collage. 
 
After that we described our WILD THINGS using SUPER sentences with interesting adjectives. 
 
Alison Guzel, Margaret Boateng 

  

ETHEM’S SCARY MONSTER EDA’S SCARY MONSTER 
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Alkent  Harvest Festival 
 

On Friday 17 October, Alkent celebrated our Harvest Festival. It was a time when we all thought 
about how lucky we are to have enough food, loving families and warm safe houses. The families at 
Alkent were all very generous and collected food to give to people who are not as lucky as us. 
 
Classes 2B and 2G led our Harvest Festival assembly. They performed the story of The Little Red 
Cockerel and showed us how important it is to help our friends. We finished the harvest celebration 
by sharing bread with everyone in the audience.  
Alison Guzel, Margaret Boateng 
 
 

Alkent Primary 
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Zek Primary  —  Key Stage 1 

Autumn Harvest Assembly by KS1 
 
Everyone brought in dry goods or tinned food for the collection for the Little Sisters of the Poor to help the 
elderly. 
 
Many were brightly dressed in pink items to support the Secondary school’s Breast Cancer Awareness Day 
and were clutching coins to be able to buy goodies at the break time Bake Sale, in aid of this charity. 
 
1T kicked off with a song about falling leaves and the joy of jumping in them! 
 
Reception did an action rhyme about pumpkins.  
 
Then 1B sang and acted out a jolly song about many of the fruits and vegetables that can be harvested in au-
tumn. 

 
Carolyne Guven 
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The New Zek Primary Student Council 
 
During the first week of October the KS2 children in Zek were busy holding the 4th Primary Student Council Elections. This was 
followed by the new Student Council voting for their Chair and Vice-Chair.  The following people have been elected: 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Zek Primary  —  Student Council 

Ryan 6A Rep, 1B Buddy Rep and 
Student Council Vice-Chair 

Tommaso 6F Rep, 1T Buddy Rep 
and Student Council Chair 

 

Meila 6F Rep and 1T Buddy Rep  

Antionette 6A Rep and 1B 
 Buddy Rep 

Lara 5D Rep and EYFS  
Buddy Rep 

Alpin 5F Rep and EYFS  
Buddy Rep 

Robbie 4E Rep and 2G 
Buddy Rep 

Alex 4SS Rep and 2G 
Buddy Rep 

Aydan 3E Rep and 2L 
Buddy Rep 

Fleur 3P Rep and 2L Bud-
dy Rep  

  
So far the Student Council have introduced Football-Free Wednesday, begun the 
planning stages for the Winter Bazaar and discussed options for the schools chari-
ties of the year. Tommaso and Ryan have met with representatives from Second-
ary Student Council and the PTA to further discuss charities and events for the 
coming year.  
 
Rebecca Fox 
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Primary —  Languages Week 

 
 
 
What a great week we had at BISI, across the three different campuses. 
Each key stage, Key stage 1 (Year 1 and 2) and Key Stage 2 (Year 3 to Year 6) have all been working very hard throughout 
languages week and proudly talked about their Mother Tongue, in their Mother Tongue. 
 
 
 
In Zek… 
 
“It was so much fun to learn about languages, we even had a Navajo lesson” said Tomasso in Year 6F! 
 
There were many different activities, suitable for each year group. 
 
In Key Stage 1, the children learnt a song in their music lesson, written by Mr Elgar, entitled : “So many different ways to say 
hello” and it was a great success in assembly! 
 
In addition to all the exciting classroom activities, the children even organised their own BISIvision, which took place on Friday 
afternoon, in the theatre. We had the privilege to hear Russian, Bulgarian, French and many more languages. 
 
It was a real success and the children were also very proud of the work they did in Year 1, which was displayed in the corridor 
of the primary building. 
 
In Key stage 2, it was all the same in terms of fun. The homework was set on the topic of languages. Some children had volun-
teered to become teachers and were offered a chance to teach their class in their Mother Tongue for at least 10 minutes. The real 
teachers’ feedback was SO positive that some of our trainees taught their group for 40 minutes!!! 
 
Our assembly, including Reception, Key stage 1 and 2, was sensa-
tional with a language quiz and our famous BISIvision.  
 
Some very brave children stepped forward and sang in front of the 
audience like a professional. A special WELL DONE to Antoi-
nette, Ruya, Muhab, Ga Hyun and Helin (our winners), Marcos, 
Malik, Sweder, Tim, Nadia, Pieter and Wessel for their courage 
and brilliant performances. 
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The team hard at work! 

 
In Etiler… 
 
“I am proud of winning the Bisivision, singing in my Mother Tongue, Russian” said Igor. 
What a thrilling week in Etiler! 
 
The children had a chance to become teachers as well and did an amazing job, some teachers were even 
tempted to let them teach more often! In Year 6, almost all the children got a chance to teach their Mother 
Tongue and they all thoroughly enjoyed it. Also, Mr Peter, our music teacher, sat behind the piano during 
assembly and sang along to the Hello song that he had been teaching all the Key Stage 2 children these 
past four weeks. It was a pleasure to hear all the children singing together. 
 
The assembly was linguistically varied. The BISIvision took place, led by Miss Prior, who even took part 
in the contest, along with her very talented Year 5 class, for a few Welsh songs. Many children were brave 
enough to face the jury and had a great time, singing and performing in their first language. Another  
WELL DONE and thank you to ALL participants. 
 
On another note, Year 4s had the privilege to be taught Japanese during one of their French lessons, by Mr 
Peter and learnt how to write their name. 
 
In Alkent… 
 
“It went really well and the children truly enjoyed it. We had a lot of  
displays done by all classes and we have taken a lot of photos” said Miss Boateng, Year 2 teacher. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our music teacher, Mr Peter, had also been practicing the Hello song with year 1 and 2. The children sang it perfectly, despite only 4 
weeks of rehearsals. 
 
After introducing the week and talking to the children about Mother Tongue, the importance of Mother tongue, we also conducted a 
whole school survey on the number of languages spoken in Alkent. 
 
In addition, in Reception, the children worked on saying hello in different languages, Miss Julie D invited some parents to talk to the 
children about their languages. 
 
In Year 1, they focused on signs, which was their Literacy topic. Miss Peltek also invited some parents in and the parents taught the 
children how to write different labels in different languages, for example; reading books. 
 
In year 2 we focused on saying hello. The children had to teach each other how to say hello in their mother tongue.  We printed these 
on cards and have displayed them around the school.  
 
As in each school campus, the assembly consisted of songs and also a language quiz, where the children had to guess what language 
was being spoken with a multiple choice. 
 
All in all,a HUGE well done to all the children but also teachers and parents, for their hard work, dedication and support during the 
Languages week. 
 
Finally, a special thank you to Mr Peter, Mr Elgar, Miss Woodham, Miss Goudy, Miss Marion, Miss Gwillim, Miss Sibel for their 
hard work in order to make Languages week such an educational and enjoyable week. 

 
Lucie Otsing (Madame Lucie), French teacher for KS2. 
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Key Stage 1 Sports Day 

 
The K.S.1. Tabloid Sports took place on Friday 21st. October 2011. It was 
a great day and all the children had alot of fun. 
The results of the Sprint Finals were :- 
 
Year 2 - Boys:- 
1st - Elio - Alkent 
2nd -Ege - Zek. 
3rd - Max - Zek. 
  
Year 2 - Girls:- 
1st - Elisa - Zek. 
2nd - Johanna - Zek. 
3rd. - Lara - Zek. 
  
Year 1 - Boys :- 
1st - Leo - Zek. 
2nd - Mariano - Alkent. 
3rd - Ege - Zek. 
  
Year 1 Girls :- 
1st. - Valerie - Zek. 
2nd.- Dunya - Zek. 
3rd .- Nazami - Zek. 

 

 
 
1st - Cedar - 50pts. 
2nd. Oak - 40pts. 
3rd. Maple - 37pts 
 
 
Gill Yenilmez 
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Key Stage 2 Sports Day 

KS2 Sports Day was held on the 20th October. It was a great day, with glorious sunshine and many happy faces.  There were 8 
events in total, including 2 new ones, the overhead throw and the baseball putt (a lighter version of the shot putt).  The students all 
did incredibly well and team morale was high as they went event to event trying to get the most points for their house.  They were 
awarded points depending on how long or high they jumped, how far they threw and how accurately they could throw.  There was 
a lot of cheering for their teams.  The overall house points were; 
 
3rd: Oak with 2875 points 
2nd: Cedar with 3064 points 
1st: Maple with 3209 points 
 
After the team events there were the sprint races.  Every child sprinted 40 meters (the length of the pitch) and the first 2 were se-
lected from each year group and house.  The final results of the sprints for boys and girls were; 
 
Year 3; 1st place;  Ariana Rutene and EricYarim 
            2nd place; Nina Kreetz and Thomas Grunt 
            3rd place;  Valeria Vernaza and Shakil Goudy 
 
Year 4; 1st place;  Ekatrina Vardar and Robbie Cole 
            2nd place; Melis Kerimoglu and Eren I'Anson 
            3rd place;  Lauren Maddison and Tim Rijnsdorp 
 
Year 5; 1st place;  Meagan Pennington and Pieter Hoff 
            2nd place; Merel Kas and Mete Karabiyik 
            3rd place;  Lashyn Bakatkjan and Pedram Noohi 
 
Year 6; 1st place;  Melia Heidt and Jack Spicer 
            2nd place; Antoinette Randet and Ryan Bosman 
            3rd place;  Ruya Hazenen and Louis Dereboy 
 
Thank you for all the fantastic support of parents, family and friends who came to share the day with us, and all the wonderful staff 
who helped make the day a huge success.  
 
Fiona Findlay. 
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Message from the Director of Secondary 

 
 
A great deal has happened during the month of October and I am sure you will enjoy reading about most of the 
events in the pages of this edition of the BISI Newsletter.  One event, though, has undoubtedly overshadowed 
all others this month and that is the tragic earthquake in the Van region of Turkey. 
 
The whole school community came together to help the people affected by this terrible event.  The City Cam-
pus, Pre/Primary at Zekeriyakoy, Secondary and the PTA all joined forces to ask parents for help.  Our parents 
responded magnificently with aid; clothing, shoes, blankets etc were donated freely, these were gathered to-
gether and sorted and send to the municipality for onward transmission to the people who most needed them.  
Money was raised through the Halloween mufti day at both campuses, the City also held a bake sale to help, 
the Secondary students held a Halloween dance with receipts going to the appeal and the PTA donated 
2000TL from their charity fund to add to the final total. 
 
I can’t tell you the final total at this stage because it is the 31st of October, the newsletter goes out today and I 
will have finished writing this before we have finished counting the money.  But whatever the amount we 
raised, the whole community coming together to support one cause like this is magnificent and it is this kind of 
thing that makes us a true international school! 
 
Whatever part you played in helping the survivors of this disaster, thank you.  I am sure that these people are 
in your prayers as they are in mine. 
 
Enjoy the newsletter. 
 
William Bradley 
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Zek Secondary—Girls Football 

Girls Football Teams aka ‘the ninja’s’ 
 
 
Middle School Girls Tournament 
Monday 17th October @ Gateway Academy 
 
Our team of 12 players travelled to Umraniye to take part in the annual Middle School Girls Football Tour-
nament. 
 
Team Players: 
GK   - Louisa Schnapperelle 
Defense  -  Melis Bozkaya - Frances Eby - Sophie Schmitz – Sibel Dogan 
Mid field  -  Anna Lasorte – Chiara Vivaldi – Caroline Findikliev – Alessandra Barberis 
Strikers  -  Chiara Kern – Pinar Oguz – Anne Blanken  
 
Results:  BISI 3  Gateway Red 2 
  BISI 12  MEF 1 
  BISI 9  Gateway Yellow  
  BISI 6  IICS 1 

 
Middle School Girls BISI Champions 2011 
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Senior School Girls Tournament 
 
Friday 21st October @ Gateway Academy 
 
Again our senior girls travelled to the Asian side of Umraniye, not stopping at starbucks on route, but re-
maining focused and eager to equal the Middle School Girls Champs. 
 
Team Players:  
 
GK  - Karine Aebi 
Defense -  Hala Zawawi – Maya Ellena – Susanne Mueller – Caroline Findikliev 
Mid field  -  Georgina Spicer – Parrmys Noohi – Robin Haverstock 
Strikers -  Jackie Cole – Sarah Orten – Pinar Oguz 
 
Results: BISI 1 IICS 2 
  BISI 3 MEF 2 
  BISI 0 IGA 4 
 
3rd place winners cup for the Senior Girls 
Team 

 
 
 
 

Zek Secondary—Girls Football - continued 

by Sandra Scotland 
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Zek Secondary—Boys Football 

Senior 
 
The senior boys have a strong and determined team this 
year, and we made an excellent start to their season with 
a 2-1 win away at IGA school earlier in the term. We 
continued this good run of form with a 6-3 home win 
against MEF school the following week.  
 
 
Confidence was high ahead of the annual IICS school 
senior boys tournament as the team arrived, and we made 
a good start with a 1-0 win over IICS blue, with a great 
strike from Nikoloz in Year 11. Perhaps we were a little 
complacent going into our second game against MEF, as 
we took an early lead, only to lose 4-1 in the end. We 
missed a penalty at 3-1, which was a turning point in the 
game.  

Junior 
 
Several of the experienced players from last year's very suc-
cessful team have now departed BISI, and a new group of 
younger players have emerged ready to fill their shoes.  
 
The team were very excited about the annual junior boys foot-
ball tournament at IICS school, and we arrived full of energy 
and enthusiasm. We dominated our first game against MEF 
school, but unfortunately we could not take our chances and 
we lost the game 1-0. Our second game was also a very tough 
test against the well-organised IICS team, and unfortunately 
their experience and fitness was the difference between the 
two sides, as we lost the game 4-1.  
 
Our final game was against IGA school. We took an early 
lead with a stunning strike from Ronaldo in Year 8. We then 
pressed for a second, only to commit too many men forward 
and leave ourselves exposed at the back, allowing IGA to 
equalise. Once again we pressed for a winner but once again 
we could not take our chances. IGA counter-attacked and 
scored a winner with the last kick of the game to win 2-1.  
 
The junior boys had a rematch against IGA very recently, and 
we managed to fight back to 2-3 after going 3-0 down, and 
I'm convinced we could have won if we had a little more time.  
 
All in all it has been a learning process for the junior boys, 
but I'm sure we will be much stronger for our experiences 
next year. 
 
John Shippen 
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Zek Secondary—Sports Day 
On Wednesday 19th October 2011, the secondary school packed up for the day and left for Enka Sports Centre.  We had fantastic 
weather for a fun-filled sports day and were able to witness some fantastic performances.  I have to say, the students this year were 
amazing.  They participated better than I have ever seen and support-
ed each other tremendously.   
 
With new students at the school, we had some great competition for 
our existing sports stars which made the day exciting and unpredicta-
ble.   We had 3 age categories:  Junior school (years 7 & 8), middle 
school (years 9 & 10) and senior school (years 11-13).  As you can 
see from the results attached, Laura Cole, Jordan Poku-Gyamfi and 
Georgina Spicer were the top gold medal winners in their respective 
age groups.   
 
A special mention must go to Emma Wignall for participating in most 
events after having spent such a long time recently with her leg in 
plaster and also to Jessica Zaza for her awesome 300m run.  This 
year, the event of the day (as always!) was our teacher relay.  Mr. 
Bradley's Golden Oldies (with Mr. Cole, Mr. Brain & Mrs. Aydinlar) 
placed 4th, Mr. Mayer's Middle Agers (with Mr. Gunnell, Ms. 
Findlay & Mrs. Sozer) finished in 3rd place, Mr. Oxlade's Young 
Team (Mrs. Oxlade, Ahmet Sahin & Mr. Shippen) finished in 2nd 
place and a combined teacher-student team that we shall call Berke's 
Bombers (Berke Kerimoglu, Georgine Spicer, Mr Somers and Mr 
Tarbuck) finish in 1st place.   
 
Thanks to everyone who helped make the day a huge success. 
 
The PE Department 
 
Overall House Scores: 
 
Maple   1st Place with 817 points 
Cedar   2nd Place with 810 points 
Oak      3rd Place with 749 points 
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Gold Medalists for Secondary Sports Day 2011 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Track Medals 
Junior Boys 

100m 
2011 

Weibe Willemsen 
15.40 

Junior Girls 
100m 
2011 

Laura Cole 
15.38 

Middle Boys 
100m 
2011 

Jordan Poku-Gyamfi 
12.41 

Middle Girls 
100m 
2011 

Alessandra Barberis 
14.81 

Senior Boys 
100m 
2011 

Daav Meerdink 
11.97 

Senior Girls 100m 
2011 

Georgina Spicer 
14.72 

Junior Boys 
200m 
2011 

Weibe Willemsen 
32.60 

Junior Girls 
200m 
2011 

Laura Cole 
35.33 

Middle Boys 
200m 
2011 

Jordan Poku-Gyamfi 
27.76 

Middle Girls 
200m 
2011 

Alessandra Barberis 
32.97 

Senior Boys 
200m 
2011 

Zev Meerdink 
28.28 

Senior Girls 
200m 
2011 

Georgina Spicer 
32.00 

Junior Boys 
400m 
2011 

Lauritz Bonnen 
61.17 

Junior Girls 
300m 
2011 

Laura Cole 
57.15 

Middle Boys 
400m 
2011 

Myoung Gun Ko 
61.05 

Middle Girls 
300m 
2011 

Alessandra Barberis 
55.82 

Senior Boys 
400m 
2011 

Zev Meerdink 
61.07 

Senior Girls 
300m 
2011 

Sarah Orton 
54.91 

Junior Boys 
800m 
2011 

Lauritz Bonnen 
3.12 

Junior Girls 
800m 
2011 

Serra Pekker 
3.30 

Middle Boys 
800m 
2011 

Felix Mueller 
2.44 

Middle Girls 
800m 
2011 

Luisa Schnapperelle 
3.34 

Senior Boys 
800m 
2011 

Carmelo Konmaz 
2.46 

Senior Girls 
800m 
2011 

Robin Haverstock 
3.45 

Junior Boys 
1500m 
2011 

Ishmar Klomp 
6.02 

Junior Girls 
1500m 
2011 

Laura Cole 
6.41 

Middle Boys 
1500m 
2011 

Tobias Eckhardt 
5.33 

Middle Girls 
1500m 
2011 

Ji Won Min 
7.07 

Senior Boys 
1500m 
2011 

Tolga Guven 
5.26 

Senior Girls 
1500m 
2011 

Sarah Orton 
7.00 

Relay Medals 
 

Junior Boys 
4x100m 

2011 
Oak 

61.07  

Junior Girls 
4x100m 

2011 
Cedar 
61.09  

Middle Boys 
4x100m 

2011 
Oak 

58.00  

Middle Girls 
4x100m 

2011 
Cedar 
61.07  

Senior Boys 
4x100m 

2011 
Maple 
58.00  

Senior Girls 
4x100m 

2011 
Cedar 
61.09  
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 Field Medals 
Junior Boys 

Javelin 
2011 

Weibi Willemsen 
14.14 

Junior Girls 
Javelin 
2011 

Adya Chatterjee 
9.40 

Middle Boys 
Javelin 
2011 

Felix Mueller 
29.70 

Middle Girls 
Javelin 
2011 

Chiara Vivaldi 
14.06 

Senior Boys 
Javelin 
2011 

Batu Oguz 
29.30 

Senior Girls 
Javelin 
2011 

Karine Aebi 
10.48 

Junior Boys 
Discus 
2011 

Burak Akin 
14.95 

Junior Girls 
Discus 
2011 

Jana Al-Zawawi 
13.80 

Middle Boys 
Discus 
2011 

Jordan Poku-Gyamfi 
26.11 

Middle Girls 
Discus 
2011 

Pinar Oguz 
15.10 

Senior Boys 
Discus 
2011 

Si Hyun Park 
25.50 

Senior Girls 
Discus 
2011 

Karine Aebi 
14.31 

Junior Boys 
Shot 
2011 

Weibe Willensen 
7.60 

Junior Girls 
Shot 
2011 

Jana Al-Zawawi 
5.89 

Middle Boys 
Shot 
2011 

Derin Olenik 
9.68 

Middle Girls 
Shot 
2011 

Pinar Oguz 
6.84 

Senior Boys 
Shot 
2011 

Peter Findikliev 
8.81 

Senior Girls 
Shot 
2011 

Sarah Orton 
6.25 

Junior Boys 
Long Jump 

2011 
Ishmar Klomp 

3.60 

Junior Girls 
Long Jump 

2011 
Hyo Jeong Ko 

3.45 

Middle Boys 
Long Jump 

2011 
Jordan Poku-Gyamfi 

5.15 

Middle Girls 
Long Jump 

2011 
Alessandra Barberis 

3.68 

Senior Boys 
Long Jump 

2011 
Zev Meerdink 

4.07 

Senior Girls 
Long Jump 

2011 
Georgina Spicer 

3.80 
Junior Boys 
High Jump 

2011 
Ishmar Klomp 

1.20 

Junior Girls 
High Jump 

2011 
Mare & Leike 

Blanken 
1.20 

Middle Boys 
High Jump 

2011 
Jordan Poku-Gyamfi 

1.50 

Middle Girls 
High Jump 

2011 
Pinar Oguz 

1.20 

Senior Boys 
High Jump 

2011 
Orhan Akinci 

1.55 

Senior Girls 
High Jump 

2011 
Georgina Spicer 

1.25 

Junior Boys 
Triple Jump 

2011 
Mathieu Langet 

7.19 

Junior Girls 
Triple Jump 

2011 
Hyo Jeong Ko 

7.27 

Middle Boys 
Triple Jump 

2011 
Jordan Poku-Gyamfi 

10.45 

Middle Girls 
Triple Jump 

2011 
Parrmys Noohi 

7.30 

Senior Boys 
Triple Jump 

2011 
Oliver Deyhle 

9.47 

Senior Girls 
Triple Jump 

2011 
Merve Tas 

7.60 
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Zek Secondary— English Department 
English – Literacy Week 
 
October 3rd brought Literacy Week to BISI and all students were kept creatively busy with alternative English study 
for the week. Our Key Stage 3 students in particular fully immersed themselves in several poetry workshops and 
language ‘explorations’, producing original work based on reflections of their immediate environment. Many 
brought in favourite poems to tweak and turn into performance poetry, drama and Eminem style raps. Watching all 
of our young students probing meaning through language, movement and tone was wonderful. Many of their con-
versations were as analytical and insightful as I would expect from our much older students.  
 
The week long process culminated in students confidently delivering their performances in front of the whole 
school. Nerves did not show as over a dozen well rehearsed performances enthralled with the style and profession-
alism one would expect from those far beyond their years. They certainly deserved all the plaudits given by an ap-
preciative audience. Such exploratory journeys were a pleasure to witness and I would like to thank and congratu-
late them once again.  
 
Students in Year 9 worked on their own year group project during the week and brought visual new interpretation 
to the lyrics of A Hard Rain’s a-Gonna Fall, Bob Dylan’s iconic protest song. Their task was to attach an image to 
every line of the song, exploring its elusive lyrics through the prism of the 21st century. Once done, each student 
had to give an explanation for their choice of image. The end result was a powerful visual recount of modern times. 
Such an impressive collaboration of the whole year group equally deserved its applause in assembly the following 
week. 
 
I thank all the students who threw themselves so enthusiastically into the activities of the week. Their good work 
and success, of course, is also a measure of all those who supported and encouraged at home and in the classroom – 
and so my thanks go to teachers and parents for giving me such a memorable week for a second year running. En-
joy here just a few of the many photos taken during the students’ awesomely massive show and epic assembly. 
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Back to School - Poetry club for parents of students in Year 9, 10 & 11 
 
This after-school activity for parents officially began 3:30 on Wednesday 26th October. It was a pleasure to 
meet and gently stroll through the poetry of the Cambridge Examining Board’s IGCSE English Literature 
Anthology in good company. We kicked off with Blake and Clare, discussed the affect of the Enlightenment, 
the Industrial Revolution and of unrequited love on the sensibility of man and his perception of his position 
in the general order/disorder of things – all very Romantic and romantic.  
 
Attending parents, I hope, left with an insight not only on the subject content of the poems covered, but also 
with a better understanding of how these poems are delivered to their children in class. A better understand-
ing of what is a successful interpretation and how to achieve grades B, A and A* was additionally highlight-
ed. These parents, when the anthology is complete, will be better equipped and better enabled to support their 
child through the poetry sections of the Literature exams to be taken this June or next. The repetition of 
‘better’ here is intentional of course.  
We will continue to meet every Wednesday at 3:30pm until (and beyond?) the anthology is complete. 
 
Additional members would be made very welcome indeed. If you are available at this time, please do let me 
know in advance and give us a visit. (My original letter, dated October 11th, can be found on the website 
should you wish to read it.) 
 
Russell Gunnell, Head of English 
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This year we are again awarding Mathematician of the month. There will be a different focus 
each month. A student in each year group will be nominated as Mathematician of the month.  
 
For the month of October our focus has been on attainment in assessments. The students listed 
below should be really proud of themselves and their achievements this month. Each student 
will be presented with a certificate in a secondary assembly.  
 
Congratulations to all the Mathematicians of the month! 
 
Year 7   Tomas Angolini  
 
Year 8    Sunah Kim 
 
Year 9    Marius Mueller 
 
Year 10  Mingyu Park 
 
Year 11  Min Yeong Park 
 
Year 12 Jae Hyuk Chang 
 
Year 13  Jacob Haverstock 

 

Stephen John 

Zek Secondary— Maths Department 
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Zek Secondary—Gallipoli Trip 

Year 7 Trip to Canakkale 
 
We had a fantastic week with 44 of our newest secondary students.  The week went by really fast.  The 
first part of each day was spent exploring and learning about the peninsula, the role it played in the Trojan 
War and the events that took place there during World War 1.  The afternoons we were all involved in 
physical activity with beach games, swimming and rounders. After Dinner we all enjoyed the scavenger 
hunt, collecting items on our lists and trying to beat the other teams.  On our last night we also played fan 
the fish and potato bowling, two games that had everyone screaming.  As you can see from the pictures we 
all had a busy week with lots of learning and lots of fun.      Sue Williamson 

Students sitting under The Lone Pine Tree  
the main feature of our BISI Logo. 

Anzak Cove 

Trojan Horse 

Assos 

''Personally I had a fantastic week away with the Year 7’s. 
We all learned lots about each other and new friends were 
made. Here is a little song I wrote from what I believe to be the 
students point of view:'' 
 
The Gallipoli Blues 
I was down in old Gallipoli 
Feeling really blue 
And I felt kind of lonely 
Mum, I’m missing you 
  
Galip-a-lip-a-lipoli 
We’re now all friends 
We’ll work great together 
Until the year ends 
 
John Brian  

********** 
I associate the Gallipoli trip with a comment from a British 
guest at the hotel during a conversation. She said: “I am im-
pressed with how polite and well-behaved your school’s stu-
dents are.” The Year 7’s were excellent ambassadors for our 
school. Well done Year 7!  
 
It was a pleasure for me to get to know our enthusiastic, crea-
tive and open-minded Year 7’s . Thank you, it was truly a fan-
tastic trip! 
 
 Jacques Marais  

The days passed together 
Such fun we all had 
Working as a team 
Now I ever so glad 
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Zek Secondary—University Visits 

 
University Visits 
  
On Monday 10 October, we were once again host to the Mini University Fair organised by the British Coun-
cil.   
 
This year there were 24 UK universities on hand to give help and advice to our Year 11, 12 and 13 students.  
The visit was a big help to students who are considering the UK as a next step in their education. 
  
Two days later we hosted a visit from University College London, Kings College London and London School 
of Economics.  This was also very helpful, especially for our Year 13 students.  The talk by the 3 universities 
provided the students with useful information on what is offered at the universities and of student life.   
 

Sue Williamson 
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Zek Secondary—Fashion Show 

Fashion show 2011 
 
On the 21th of October, the long anticipated Fashion 
show took place in the school theater. The runway 
hosted 18 models with outfits designed by over 14 
designers. Despite the few problems we had with 
getting all the outfits ready in time, the fashion show 
proved to be very successful judging by the number 
of attendants and quality of the designs of the outfits.  
 
The first challenge set an uneasy standard as the de-
signers had to create their own designs and complete 
the competition by making the design within the 
theme of Space Age.  
 
The Winning design, voted by our three judges, Ms. Caroline Garner, Mrs. Joy Bosman and Mr. Steve John 
were, at first place Chiara Vivaldi with a shiny silver gown designed by her younger sister Elena Vivaldi. At 
joint second place were Hannah Whitehead and Lauren Watson with identical gowns and in third place came 
Olivia Eckardt with a shiny gold short dress designed by her.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Delightfully entertaining hosts Eylem Gorgulu and Afini Akdemir created an entertaining and lively atmos-
phere , even with Afini’s excessive repetition of how “beautiful” the dresses and outfits where!  
Additionally it is important to mention our two amazing musicians Jay Chang and Orhan Akinci for their out-
standing performances. Lastly a big thank you to all the audience, the CAS students who helped out and of 
course to Mr. John and Mrs. Garner. 
Raghad Kurdi   

Joint 2nd Place 

3rd Place 1st Place 
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Zek Secondary—Breast Cancer Awareness Day 

On Friday 14 October the secondary school student council helped to organise a bake sale in aid of Breast Cancer Research. The 
event took place in the school dining room, where a few of our CAS students spent the best part of the day selling cakes and des-
serts, prepared by our parents and students.  Pre/Primary and Secondary students lined up patiently for a taster of the goodies for 
sale, some generously donating double the cost of a cake for the good deed. 
 
In addition a mufti day was held in which staff and students were asked to support the cause by wearing ‘something pink’ on the 
day. 
 
A healthy sum of 2000TL was raised  and donated to the Breast Cancer Research 
Foundation. 
 
Efe Alatan 
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Zek Secondary 

         
THE INTERNATIONAL AWARD SCHEME 

 
The International award scheme has again started At BISI!  
 
Eighteen students are taking part in the award. Each student is completing the Bronze award.  Many students have started 
their activities, including, MUN, piano lessons, rugby, ice skating, volleyball, chess, community projects, football, rock 
climbing, teaching English and many others. 
 
The following students are taking part in the award. 

 
 
 
 
 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Bronze programme has 4 sections, Volunteering, Physical, Skills and Expedition. Each student completing the 
Bronze programme must do a minimum of 3 months activity for each of the Volunteering, Physical and Skills sections, 
and plan, train for and do a 3 day (2 night) expedition. 
  
In addition each participant has to spend an extra three months on one of the Volunteering, Physical or Skills sections.  
 
We are excited to be continuing the award scheme at BISI and look forward to our students gaining the Bronze award. 
 
Stephen John  
International Award Coordinator 

Cem Topuz Sven Köksal 
Derin Olenik David Davutoğlu 
Felix Mueller Emma Wignall 
Hannah Watson Kaan Varol 
Jordan Poku-Gyannifi Oliver Deyhle 
Lara Dinç Batu Oguz 
Mina Dolay Merve Tas 
Ramon Klomp Orhan Akıncı 
Selın Olenik Tolga Guven 
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The British International School Istanbul 

Winter Songwriting Com-
petition  

 
Its time to announce the first BISI Winter Songwriting Contest! We want to hear 
your best winter related/themed songs!  Songs can be in any style and the compe-
tition is open to the Primary and Secondary School.  All song submissions must 
be composed and recorded onto CD or performed to Mr. Fenwick no later than 

Monday 21st November 2011.  The finalists will be recorded onto a ‘BISI’ winter 
CD Album and will perform at the Winter Showcase Concert in December. 
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Piano & Violin Lessons 
Private Piano and Violin lessons offered to all ages 

 
AŌer school and weekend lessons available 

 
Lessons will take place in your own home and will be one hour per week 

 
Opportunity to study in preparaƟon for the Royal Academy and London College Cer-

Ɵficate Program 
 

For further informaƟon please contact Firuze Goltepe  
(Music teacher at BISI) 

Mobile number 0532 788 11 25  

The BCC Proudly Presents A Traditional Christmas Pantomime: 
 
Snow white and the 7 dwarfS 
 
Dec 3 (14.00 and 19.30) and 4 (14.00) 2011 at the Sisli Terakki Vakfi Theatre (near 
Akmerkez), Ebulula Mardin Cad. No 12/A Levent 
 
Tickets available from the Secondary School  
Librarian  
 
Adults: 20TL , children 15TL. 
(All proceeds will be donated to the BCC Charities) 

******************* 
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DIRECTORS OF SCHOOLS 
 
 
Amanda Ilhan     Pre School & Primary School Deputy Director 
+90 212 202 7027    amandailhan@bis.k12.tr 
 
 
Richard I’Anson    Pre School & Primary School Director 
+90 212 257 5136    richardianson@bis.k12.tr 
 
 
William Bradley    Director of Secondary and Principal of  
+090 212 202 7027    Zekeriyakoy Campus 
       williambradley@bis.k12.tr 
 
 
Tuba Guven     Director of Admissions 
+90 212 286 7375    registrar@bis.k12.tr 
 
 
Helen Kiran     Head of PR/Communications 
+90 212 202 7027    communications@bis.k12.tr 
 
 

Find us on 
www.bis.k12.tr 


