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PHILOSOPHY
We believe that the studying and understanding of History, Geography, Economics and Business is important to enable students to understand, analyse and affect their world.  We believe that this opportunity, open to all at KS3 and to those taking an option to study at least one of these subjects at KS4 and KS5 is a great educational benefit.

All of the humanities subjects are a means of examining our world, allowing students to understand the constraints and systems that are in place both in present day and in the past. Humanities contribute to the school curriculum by 

· Developing pupils’ abilities to reason logically, 

· To solve problems and to handle data, 

· To understand the world systems, 

· To appreciate geographical advantages and limitations 

· To gain an understanding of and empathy for the lives of others.  
The study of humans is at the core of all of the subjects in our department, and this provides opportunities for students to gain skills, knowledge and insight that are important in everyday living, in many forms of employment, and in public decision-making. History, Geography, Economics and Business all transcend cultural and national boundaries helping students to understand and to change their world.
Subjects Overview
Key stage 3 Humanities year 7, 8, and 9

Geography and History are combined into one course. Subjects alternate on a half term basis.

Aims and purposes of geography

Geography offers opportunities for pupils to: 

· investigate a wide range of people, places and environments at different scales around the world; 
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study geographical patterns and processes and how political, economic, social and environmental factors affect contemporary geographical issues; 

· investigate how places and environments are interdependent; 

· carry out geographical enquiry, including identifying geographical questions and developing their own opinions;

· carry out geographical investigations inside and outside the classroom; 

· Use a range of investigative and problem-solving skills and resources, including different types of maps and atlases, satellite images, aerial photographs, texts and ICT. 


In geography, pupils acquire and apply knowledge and understanding of four aspects of geography: 

· The ability to undertake geographical enquiry and use geographical skills; 

· Knowledge and understanding of places; 

· Knowledge and understanding of geographical patterns and processes; 

· Knowledge and understanding of environmental change and sustainable development. 

Aims and Purposes of History

History offers opportunities for pupils to: 

· learn about the past in Britain and the wider world; 

· consider how the past influences the present; 

· find out about what past societies were like, how these societies organised themselves, and what beliefs and cultures influenced people's actions; 

· develop a chronological framework; 

· see the diversity of human experience and understand more about themselves as individuals and members of society; 

· reflect on their personal choices, attitudes and values; 

· use evidence, weigh it up and reach their own conclusions; 

· Research, sift through evidence and argue a point of view. 

Content of history at key stage 3
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During key stage 3 pupils learn about significant individuals and events in the history of Britain from the Middle Ages to the twentieth century. They also learn about key aspects of European and world history. They show their understanding by making connections between events and changes in the different periods and areas studied, and by comparing the structure of societies and economic, cultural and political developments. They evaluate and use sources of information, using their historical knowledge to analyse the past and explain how it can be represented and interpreted in different ways. 

Assessment at key stage 3

Two types of assessment take place throughout the course of the year:

Formative assessment is often an informal part of the every lesson. This will include mental tests, marked homework tasks, quizzes, marked work in books as well as discussions within the lesson.  Teachers will record these results and use them to adjust their lesson planning.

Summative assessment is more formal and will take the form of tests, assignments and projects.  Mid-year and end of year exams will also be set to provide further summative assessment.
INTERNATIONAL GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF SECONDARY EDUCATION (IGCSE)
History 

The History syllabus offers students the opportunity of studying some of the major international issues of the 19th and 20th centuries, as well as looking in greater depth at the history of a particular region or regions. However, the emphasis within the syllabus is as much on the development of historical skills as on the acquisition of knowledge.

Geography

The world in which we live is likely to change more in the next 50 years than it has ever done before.  Our role in that change is more important than ever.  Geography explains the changes and helps to prepare people.  It is a subject about now and the future.  

Economics

Economics provides the knowledge and insight necessary to understand the impact of developments in business, society and the world economy. It enables understanding of the decisions of households, firms and governments based on human behaviour, beliefs, structure, constraints and need.
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Business
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Whatever career you follow, it’s useful to understand the way business is run. Business studies gives students an understanding of the financial, strategic, operational and organisational context in which everyday life takes place. Business studies broadens perspective and gives students in all professions, it is of especial an advantage when moving into future management positions.
Assessment and Recording KS4 (IGCSE)

· At IGCSE students are marked according to the Cambridge IGCSE Assessment.

· Assessment of all pupils is ongoing and in relation to learning targets. Formal assessment takes place every half term; end of term and on completion of a unit of work.

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE

Business and management

Business and management is a rigorous and dynamic discipline that examines business decision-making processes and how these decisions impact on and are affected by internal and external environments. It is the study of both the way in which individuals and groups interact in an organization and of the transformation of resources. 

The business and management course aims to help students understand the implications of business activity in a global market. It is designed to give students an international perspective of business and to promote their appreciation of cultural diversity through the study of topics like international marketing, human resource management, growth and business strategy.

Economics

Economics is a dynamic social science, forming part of the study of individuals and societies. The study of economics is essentially about the concept of scarcity and the problem of resource allocation. Although economics involves the formulation of theory, it is not a purely theoretical subject: economic theories can be applied to real-world examples. Neither is economics a discrete subject, since economics incorporates elements of history, geography, psychology, sociology, political studies and many other related fields of study.

Economics does not exist in a vacuum, because it naturally must consider how economic theory is to be applied in an international context. The scientific approach characterizes the standard methodology of economics. This methodology can be summarized as a progression from problem identification, through hypothesis formulation and testing, arriving finally at a conclusion.

Alongside the empirical observations of positive economics, students of the subject are asked to formulate normative questions. Encouraging students to explore such questions forms the central focus of the economics course. 

Geography 

Geography is a dynamic subject that is firmly grounded in the real world and focuses on the interactions between individuals, societies and the physical environment in both time and space. It seeks to identify trends and patterns in these interactions and examines the processes behind them. It also investigates the way that people adapt and respond to change and evaluates management strategies associated with such change. Geography describes and helps to explain the similarities and differences between spaces and places. 

The geography course embodies global and international awareness in several distinct ways. It examines key global issues, such as poverty, sustainability and climate change. It considers examples and detailed case studies at a variety of scales, from local to regional, national and international. Inherent in the syllabus is a consideration of different perspectives, economic circumstances and social and cultural diversity.

Geography seeks to develop international understanding and foster a concern for global issues as well as to raise students’ awareness of their own responsibility at a local level. 

History
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History is more than the study of the past. It is the process of recording, reconstructing and interpreting the past through the investigation of a variety of sources. It is a discipline that gives people an understanding of themselves and others in relation to the world, both past and present.

A study of history both requires and develops an individual’s understanding of, and empathy for, people living in other periods and contexts. 
Assessment and recording (IB)
Individual verbal feedback is given to all students to encourage best fulfilment of their potential. Records of grade levels are regularly fed back via verbal means and progress reporting systems.

HUMANITIES DEPARTMENT: HOMEWORK POLICY

The policy of the department is that homework should be an integral part of the students' work. It is an extension of the work carried out in the classroom, and a variety of tasks should be written into the scheme of work. Homework is concerned with self-discipline, research, listening to and obeying instructions. It should be seen as an exciting stimulus to encourage students to want to improve their learning or develop their skills. Students should receive regular feedback on their homework tasks, through marking, written comments or verbal responses.

Feedback should be about the particular qualities of a student's work, with advice for improvement. It should encourage both a culture of success and students to take risks and make mistakes.

Homework ideas

	Possible Activities
creative writing and drawing 
comprehension of text exercises
manipulation of data 
word play activities 
essays
Data and information research
note taking (e.g. form the television)
wider reading 
memorising and learning 
interviews 
keeping a scrap book 
writing letters, adverts
	Possible Resources
television and radio programmes
atlas
encyclopaedias and reference books
computer software / Internet
telephone directories, Yellow Pages etc
travel brochures
postcards and stamps
timetables
local maps (estate agents)
local council publications
advertising
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