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The ESL Department Overview
The Secondary English as a Second Language Department provides non-native English speaking students with tuition in English which is adapted to the needs of each individual ESL student that joins the school at Key Stage Three.
New students to the school are assessed and place in ESL classes according to their needs. Each student has a different level of experience in English, so tuition within the department is flexible.
ESL students usually come to BISI wıth some English and are able to attend all mainstream classes except mainstream English and a modern foreign language.

If a student has no experience of English, he or she has extra Eng-lish tuition instead of humanities, and possibly, drama classes.
The ESL department is small which enables the staff to create programmes of study that fulfil the needs of each individual student within a cross-curricular framework. 
During the lessons, students receive a sound knowledge of the structure of English, together with practice in the skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing. The form and function of structure is presented through the use of authentic material from a variety of English speaking backgrounds, wherever possible.

We aim for high levels of motivation and student participation whilst stressing the importance of accuracy, appropriacy and fluency. Students are encouraged to develop the skills required to become proficient in English in order to transfer to mainstream classes as early as possible.
Students are assessed regularly and when they are ready to cope with mainstream English, they are able to transfer. This usually takes place at the beginning of a new term. Some students may still receive ESL support within the mainstream classes.
Students do not usually transfer to the modern foreign language classes mid-year. They must also have reached a high level of proficiency in English. beginning of an academic year. 
The department staff members are keen for the students to become autonomous learners of English. Our students have the opportunity to develop respect for the language they are learning, in the knowledge that English is their language of instruction and part of an ongoing process.

ENTRY ASSESSMENT

All non-native students are assessed on entry to the school and placed into teaching groups appropriate to their age and experience of English. Where students have insufficient experience of English to cope in mainstream classes, they will be considered for ESL classes depending on their needs and abilities.

Students should complete the ESL English assessment at their own pace. There is no time limit but most students are able to complete the written assessment in sixty minutes.

The assessment comprises 100 multiple choice questions covering a wide variety of language structures and vocabulary items. The second section requires students to write an essay. The choice of topic has been selected because it encourages students to state their opinions clearly, argue strongly for or against and give relevant examples.

Completed assessments are marked by the ESL staff who make recommendations on the students’ suitability to join particular classes based on oral interviews with ESL staff, written assessment, age, previous education and needs of the student.

COURSE OUTLINES
YEARS SEVEN AND EIGHT
ESL students in years seven and eight receive ESL tuition in which they study the four skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing. Materials are chosen to complement differing learning styles and have cross-curricular links with science, IT, and humanities sport, giving them further opportunity to acquire language.

Individual attention is given to structure and subject-specific vocabulary during ESL class time to assist their learning in other subject areas. Mathematics, science and IT are three subjects in which the vocabulary requires particular focus in order for the content of these lessons to be available to the ESL students.

All students on this programme also study mathematics, science, music, IT, drama, PE, sport and art. The transition to mainstream English and humanities depends on each individual’s ability to participate fully in these classes.
YEAR NINE

ESL students in year nine are improving their skills in order to take full advantage of the IGCSE programme that begins in year ten. Their individual needs are closely monitored and every effort is made to support and develop their ability to use the English language to their greatest potential.

YEARS TEN & ELEVEN
Students with sufficient experience of English may be entered for the IGCSE Second Language English examination at the end of year ten in preparation for the First Language Literature paper that is taken at the end of year eleven. 

The Second Language examination comprises three papers: Listening, Reading & Writing and Speaking. Students use a variety of authentic materials to practise and improve the skills they need for the examination and in English-speaking situations in general. Emphasis is also placed on understanding what is required in the examination and following instructions.
INTERNATIONAL FOCUS

The ESL curriculum and content of all lessons focuses on international issues without bias or prejudice. Cultural and world issues are often central to the theme of the lessons and ESL students are encouraged to develop a tolerant awareness of the ideas and opinions of all students within the school. 

HOMEWORK

ESL classes are supported by consolidation and extension activities at home following every lesson. Homework is marked by ESL staff and discussed with the students during the following lesson ensuring that students have fully understood each topic.
Students are actively encouraged to read widely in English at home on a daily basis. The ESL and school libraries lend books which students are expected to look after and return.

Helping your child at home to learn English quickly
Particularly sociable individuals will find ways of communicating with peers, seemingly unconcerned with making errors. These are the students who will progress rapidly with learning languages because they have the motivation to communicate. 
The speed at which students learn English varies considerably, but there are ways in which learning can be accelerated. Here are some suggestions we hope you find useful:
· Social integration with English-speaking students is very beneficial and should be actively encouraged both at school and at home.
· Wider reading English books on a daily basis is essential. It is not necessary to understand every word; if the student can follow the story and be able to tell you about it, they are probably good at guessing the meanings of new words. 

Both the school library and the ESL department have books suitable for all levels of English and a wide variety of ages. Ask your child to ensure they have borrowed a book from school and encourage them to read it.

· English medium newspapers, comics, magazines, television and CD’s, are other very useful ways of immersing children in the language.

· Organising new words into semantic fields help the student to find the word they need quickly. For example: make lists of words connected with topics; don’t list them in alphabetical order. 

· Ensure your son or daughter records homework correctly and completes the tasks that have been assigned. If there are any problems, write a comment in the homework diary.

· Do attend the Parents’ evenings that are scheduled throughout the year. They are excellent opportunities to learn about your child’s progress, and find the best ways for the school and home to work together.
Scheme of Work 1                    Level: Beginner/ Elementary

Language items
· Subject pronouns; present simple of be
· Plurals of nouns
· Articles
· Possessives
· Present simple of have got
· Demonstratives

· Countable & uncountable nouns

· Present simple with I, you, we, & they
· Possessive pronouns

· Present simple with he, she & it
· Present simple in yes / no questions

· Questions with what etc.
· Prepositions of time

· Imperatıves

· There is/ are
· Prepositions of time

· Can for ability

· Prepositions of place

· Present continuous

· Object pronouns

·  Like, love, hate + ing form

· Can for permission
· Some, any; how much, how many

· Adverbs of frequency

· Present simple or continuous?

· Let’s ....(suggestıons)

· Past simple of be and have

· Past simple of regular verbs
· Past simple of irregular verbs

· Be going to

· Adverbs of frequency
· Present simple or continuous?

· Let’s . . . .  (suggestions)
· Past simple of be & have

· Past simple of regular verbs; ago

· Be going to

Scheme of Work 2 

Level: Pre-Intermediate                                                  
Language items
· Present simple
· Present continuous

· Present simple or continuous?
· Past simple

· Present continuous - future plans

· A /an & the
· The

· To + base form for purpose

· Adverbs of manner

· Comparison of adjectives

· Comparisons with more & most
· Irregular comparisons                                                     
· Expressing quantity
· Past continuous
· Past continuous & past simple
· Should for obligation & advice
· Present perfect simple; just, already, yet
· Would like

· One(s) for substitution

· Who & what as subjects

· Present perfect with for & since
· Present perfect or past simple?

· Future with will
· May for possibility

· Gerunds

· Relative pronouns

· Shall for offers & suggestions

· Could & be able to for ability
Language items
· Present simple or continuous?
· Past simple or continuous?
· Present perfect continuous?
· Present perfect simple or continuous


Language items

· Present perf. simple / past simple

· Questions 

· ing form
· so/ neither do I
· would / could  for requests

· Let, make

· Indirect speech (present)

· Past perfect simple

· Past perfect continuous

· Verbs with two objects

· Time clauses

· Indirect speech in the past

· Mustn’t, needn’t 
· Had better, would rather
· Must, can’t  for deductions

· So, such

· Both, neither, all, none

· Zero conditional

· Conditional sentences types 1 & 2 
· In case & unless

· Relative clauses

· Passive voice: simple pres. & past 
· Need / want + ing

· Have / get something done

· Indirect questions

· Indirect commands & requests

· Ought to / should

· Phrasal verbs

· Question tags                                      
Language items
· Present simple; adverbs of frequency
· Present simple & continuous
· Past simple & continuous
· Present perfect simple & continuous; for & since
· Past perfect şimple & continuous
· The future

· Questions

· Question tags; short answers

· So / neither do I; I think so etc.

· Comparison of adjectives
· Adverbs of manner; irregular  adverbs

· Adverbs of time & place

· Adverbs of degree; too & enough
· Singular & plural nouns

· Uncountable nouns; some & any
· A / an / the / zero article
· Indirect statements in the past

· Say, tell & reporting verbs

· Indirect questions, commands & requests

· Passive voice – present perfect
· Demonstratives 

· Would prefer to, would rather

· Conditional sentences type three

·  ‘I wish . . .’ regrets

·  Defining & non-defining relative clauses

· Phrasal verbs & idioms



Topic areas


            


            Term (1) 


Around our school


All about me


Maps and directions


Countries and lifestyles





Term (2) 


Animal world


Amazing facts 


Climates and weather





Term (3)


Food and health


Sports and hobbies 


Giving advice


Friendship





Learning skills development


Recording vocabulary


Spelling strategies (word chunking, look-cover-write, words within words, mnemonics etc)


Using a dictionary


Telling the time


Full stops and capitalisation


Recording ideas before starting written work (brainstorms, bullet points etc)


Identifying and learning key words in other subjects


Handwriting (letter consistency and legibility)


Transferring information onto mind-maps and other visual forms


 Keeping a reading log


Scanning for key information


Checking work for mistakes


Understanding targets and checking progress


Revision techniques





Learning and Literacy skills


Recording vocabulary (grouping, exploring prefixes & suffixes, word maps etc)


Using a dictionary effectively


Using a thesaurus


Punctuation including comma, apostrophe & speech marks


Paragraphing written work


Recording & learning from spelling mistakes


Planning work - different techniques


Explaining reasons (because)


Classifying vocabulary from other subjects


Handwriting fluency


Describing information represented in graphs, charts, diagrams etc.


Writing short book reviews


Giving full answers to reading comprehension


Understanding & using a correction code


Proofreading


Setting own targets


Revision techniques for different subjects








Topic areas





Suggested topics:


         Term (1) 


Superheroes 


Design a Simpson character


Inventors 


Term (2)


Apollo 13 (Penguin Reader Elementary)


Life on an International Space Station


Climates and Ecosystems 





Term (3) 


Charlie & the Chocolate Factory (p/copy adaptation)


The chocolate project


Advertising 








Topic areas 


Other lesson content is based on the topics studied in mainstream subjects i.e. subject reinforcement.





Texts are all Penguin Readers Intermediate level.





Suggested texts, or any other suitable substitutes in any order:





      Term (1)


Oliver Twist





        Term (2)


Jurassic Park





        Term (3) 


Frankinstein








Learning & Literacy skills


Recording & learning vocabulary independently


Punctuation including colons & semi- colons


Organising work into paragraphs


Using conventions for organising informative texts (introductions, sub-headings, topic sentences)


Recording & analysing spelling errors


Planning written  work independently


Explaining cause & effect


Using adverbials & connectives to link ideas


Adapting information from internet


Comparing different texts


Skim reading of own & peer work


Understanding targets & checking progress 


Organising lesson notes to use for revision


Writing under timed conditions





Scheme of Work 3


Level: Intermedıate





Scheme of Work 4


Level: Upper - Intermediate





Learning & Literacy skills


Developing subject vocabulary


Using punctuation for effect


Organising work into paragraphs


Using conventions for different types of text (report, article, account)


Independent planning & proof – reading


Writingn to persuade & argue


Expressing ideas with fluency


Commenting on reading texts using evidence


Giving extended answers to reading comprehension


Comparing different texts


Setting own targets & checking progress


Organising lesson notes to use for revision


Exam techniques (key words, understanding questions, planning etc.)


Writing under timed conditions











There are no prescribed texts for the Upper Intermediate level. Lesson content consolidates content of mainstream subjects. Science Fiction and many other short stories are available in the self-access area of the ESL department.
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