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international environment, fostering cultural diversity. Individual
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BISI Social Network Sites
You can now find more information on our school through our newly launched Social Network Sites, as
listed below. We invite you to take a look at the sites, join our Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and invite
all your friends and family to join too.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BISIstanbul/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/thebisistanbul
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/thebisistanbul/
Google Plus: https://plus.google.com/u/4/114899741522286806332
Linkedin: www.linkedin.com/thebisistanbul

We will also be launching our new BISI website in December. More information to follow.
Helen Kiran

What’s happening in December?
Thur 1 Dec

City Campus PTA Coffee Morning

Fri 2 Dec

Zek Campus PTA Coffee Morning
Aids Awareness Day (Mufti for Secondary, wear something red)
TIMUN at Uskudar American Academy

Mon 5 Dec

ISL Swimming—Key Stage 3 to 5 at MEF

Thus 8 Dec

End of private and Secondary After School Clubs

Fri 9 Dec

Zek Primary—Winter Baazar
Secondary Winter Jumpers Mufti Day
Secondary Winter Showcase
Secondary Movie Night 16:30 onwards

Sun 11 Dec

End of PTA Sunday Sports Clubs

Mon 12 Dec

Zek EYFS Winter Showcase

Tues 13 Dec

City EYFS Winter Showcase

Wed 14 Dec

Etiler Primary Winter Showcase

Thur 15 Dec

Alkent Primary Winter Showcase

Fri 16 Dec

Zek Primary Winter Showcase
Secondary Smart Mufti Day
End of Term 1—12:00 Finish
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Message from the Pre/Primary School
With reference to our Guiding Statements, we strive to ‘work with the home to provide a learning environment that is stable and caring’. We encourage open, honest communication with parents. To this end, we
held Open Days on all campuses this month where parents could visit any class they choose to understand
more clearly how our children are being taught.
One of the highlights of our year is our International Week. Every day of our school year we celebrate the
cultural diversity of our students. However, International Week ensures that we underline the importance
of our students as global citizens, as our Guiding Statements dictate. This year, we concentrated on the
subject Personal, Social, Health and Emotional (PSHE) awareness as a theme for the week, lead by Miss
Cara Frigeri, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 Co-ordinator. Throughout the week, the children discussed the
United Nations Global Goals in their four categories of ‘Happy and Healthy Life’, ‘Healthy Planet’, ‘Peaceful
and Equal Future’, and ‘Good Business’. They were given a country to investigate for the week, linked to
their Geography studies, and discussed their Global Goals for that country. Our week culminated in International Day where each child became a Blue Cape Superhero! At Zekeriyaköy Campus, they flew around the
Botanic Gardens to find their flag, decorate their cape, have their country photograph taken and attach
their goal in the form of a wish to our wishing tree. The children then savoured our delicious Food Court!
The parents did an outstanding job of cooking for the Pre, Primary and Secondary students and teachers!
They decorated each room with artefacts from their home country for the children to discuss and enjoy. At
the City Campus, they set up two food halls, with flags for every nationality in our school. Thank you to all
the parents for arranging a stunning Food Court on both campuses and to Miss Cara Frigeri for organising
the PSHE focus of our International Week this year.
We were delighted to thank our experienced, committed teachers at our school again this month. Last
month, we noted World Teachers Day and this month we celebrated Teacher Appreciation Day in Turkey.
At Zekeriyaköy Campus, our ancillary staff organised a delicious spread of sweet and savoury food our
teachers to enjoy. Many thanks to the ancillary staff for arranging this event. At the City Campus, our
teachers and teaching assistants enjoyed cakes that were provided by our wonderful kitchen staff.
November saw our season of giving begin. This year, we are holding regular collections for the needy in
Istanbul. We held our traditional Autumn Festival this month and the response was abundant. Also, we began our second hand clothes collection as we approach winter. Many thanks for kindly supporting our charitable collections this month.
Enjoy this month’s newsletter!
Amanda Ilhan
Pre and Primary Deputy Director

Richard I’Anson
Pre and Primary Director
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Alkent—Autumn Festival
Hooray for The Little Red Cockerel!
Recently we all enjoyed celebrating our Autumn Festival. It was a time when we all thought about how lucky
we are to have enough food, loving families and warm safe houses. The families at Alkent were all very generous and collected food to give to people who are not as lucky as us.
Classes 2B and 2G led our Autumn Festival assembly and performed the story of The Little Red Cockerel.
They showed us how important it is to help our friends.
We finished the autumn celebration by sharing bread with everyone in the audience.

We were very proud of The Little Red Cockerel and all of his friends!
Alison Guzel and Amy Beale
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Alkent—Halloween

Halloween at Alkent
We all had a wicked time at our Halloween events.
Lots of scary monsters, super heroes, fairies, princesses, witches and spooky creatures came to
school!

We all had a great time at the Halloween Party in Etiler and ate some delicious Halloween cakes
from our treat bags.
Everyone at Alkent would like to thank the PTA and all the parents who helped Halloween to be
such an exciting and memorable event.
Alison Guzel
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Alkent—International Week
This year we had a SEAL-GD (social and emotional aspects of learning with global dimensions) themed
International Week.
Our focus was learning about the UN Global Goals of a Happy and Healthy Life, Peaceful and Equal Future, Healthy Planet and Good Business for every person on the planet.
In Key Stage 1 we each learnt about a country together. Year 1 focussed on Greenland and Year 2 found
out about Papua New Guinea.
We learnt about what life was like in each of these countries and created ‘wishes’ for using the Global
Goals.
On Tuesday we dressed in our beautiful national costumes. Do you know we have 28 different nationalities just in Alkent?
On Thursday afternoon we had a wonderful celebration of delicious foods kindly prepared by our parents.
On Friday we were made into Blue Cape Heroes and we all made wishes to help make the world a better
place for everyone.
A BIG thank you to everyone, especially the parents who made the excellent blue capes and delicious food.
Thank you for making this such a successful and enjoyable week!
Alison Gűzel
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Alkent—Year 2 Trip
Visit to Beşiktaş Fire Station
On Tuesday 22nd November 2016, Year 2 from Alkent visited
Beşiktaş Fire Station as part of our work on The Great Fire of London.
We saw lots of exciting things, including a fire engine with a twenty four metre ladder and special fire fighting equipment and
clothes.
The children were able to sit in the cab of a fire engine and put out
pretend fires using real hoses!
We all learnt a lot from our visit and had fun too.
Alison Guzel and Amy Beale.
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Etiler—Breast Cancer Awareness Day

On Breast Cancer Day you should wear pink because it is like the day where you wear a
mustache, just for women's health not men's health. When you wear a mustache it is called
Movember, but if it is for women's health, it is called breast cancer.
Mara Wegman
5A Etiler

On Breast Cancer Day you should wear pink because it is like Movembe, when we wear a
moustache and it is for men's health. Breast Cancer is about women's health and we have to
wear something pink.
Seung Hui Son
5A Etiler
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Etiler—Halloween
Halloween and Teacher Appreciation Day
The day started well with lots of excited children in harrowing costumes. Then after we had
gawked at staff and students lessons started.
Suddenly, hordes of little voices shouted “Trick or treat?” at our classroom doors- EYFS
had turned up to show off costumes and get some goodies.
After lunch the real action began. Alkent came over for the Halloween Disco and the teachers got some really appreciated appreciation in the form of a lovely feast- while the parents
took over the children. What more could one ask for?!
While Alkent were dancing away to spooky tunes, KS2 were trying out all sorts of activities. There were: wrap the mummy, ghost toss, spooky silhouettes to make, disgusting cookies to ice, frightening photos in the ICT lab and the famous skeleton/skull sketching.
After all that fun, the children went into the Halloween Disco to let off some (more) steam.
And the Etiler staff were fed and rested.
What a wonderful day and no one cried or screamed from fear. Thank you!
Carolyn Guven
Etiler Campus Coordinator
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Etiler—International Day
International Day, Global Goals, Wishes for change and superheroes.
It was a very busy Friday- first, the children arrived in a rainbow of national costumes and colours.
Next, the children’s wishes for change in countries they had researched were hung on the Wishing Lines.
In place of normal lunch we had the amazing and delicious international feast provided by parents of the school. EYFS were the
very first guests here and looked like they were really enjoying all the spectacular dishes!
Then our music teacher, Desiree, led the children in a song from her native South Africa to serenade and thank all the parents.
Assembly led us to think about the themes of the week and Global Goals activities helped focus everyone on why the goals are
necessary and how we are all responsible to make these goals happen.
In classrooms, the children discussed and discovered their (very down to earth) superpowers and wrote them onto the huge heart
on their superhero capes.
All the children would like to say a HUGE thank you to the PTA in Zek who made the capes for the whole school.
Carolyn Guven
Etiler Campus Coordinator
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Etiler—EYFS Trip
Besiktas Fire Station Trip
Children in EYFS have been learning about Festivals and Celebrations. The children were very excited
about Fireworks especially the sparklers they have on their Birthday Cakes. This led us into learning a bit
about fire safety.
On Tuesday 8th November EYFS went to visit Besiktas Fire Station. We were all very excited about our trip
and we jumped on the school bus eager to meet the firemen!
When we arrived at the fire station, we were greeted by a fireman. He showed us the fire equipment, fire
trucks and fire station. Some of the children even got to dress up!
At the end of our trip, we all had a go at using the very powerful water hose. The children used the hose and
aimed it at the house on fire. Luckily, all of the children did a great job at putting the fire out and we all returned back to school safely.
Tamarisk Wright
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Etiler—Year 3 Trip
3G in Istanbul Modern- From painting to sculpture.
3G went to the Istanbul Modern museum on a lovely bright autumn day. The views through the windows onto the Bosphorous
were almost a match for the exhibits.
Our guide, Asli, took us around some paintings and sculptures- teaching about the differences and similarities between the art
forms.
Then the children sat on the floor between exhibits and drew their impressions of those they had seen. When finished the children
folded the card into a sculpture that stood on its own.
It was eye-opening and enjoyable.
Carolyn Guven
3G teacher.
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Etiler—Year 5 Trip
Year 5 visited the photography exhibition 'People A ttract People', at
the Istanbul Modern art gallery, on Thursday 17 November.
The exhibition displayed the work of 80 photographers from Turkey,
with photographs taken over the last 80 years. The photographs were
looking at the daily life of the people in the whole country, being interested in people and their lives.
While we were there, the children were asked, taking their time, to
look initially at each of the photographs, thinking about how the person or people in the photograph were feeling.
Then, from the children's own suggestions, such as jealousy and
pride, they were asked to find a photograph where they thought the
people were feeling a specific emotion, from the facial expression(s)
and body language, e.g. how people are standing, sitting, what they
are doing with their hands/arms, the direction they are looking. Mr
Jordan and myself spoke to the children individually about their
choices, asking them to explain their thinking and reasoning.
James Appleby
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Etiler—Year 5
Year 5, Etiler in a Humanities (Geography) lesson:
Have you ever looked at a really tall building, such as a skyscraper? What does it look like? Does it appear
fragile and unstable? It might, but it is most probably quite sturdy, can can withstand wind, rain, other natural elements, and... earthquakes.
As part of the children's learning about Earthquakes, and to help understand why and how engineers construct earthquake-proof buildings, Year 5 in Etiler designed and then made models, using toothpicks and
marshmallows! Acting as if they were civil engineers, they made models of buildings to stand up under the
stress of an earthquake.

Using cross-bracing to form triangles to strengthen their structures, a large 'footprint', or base, and a tapered
shape, decreasing in size as the models of the buildings got taller, all of the designs stood up to an
'earthquake' (shake table crash testing!). Well done to all our future engineers!
James Appleby
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Zekeriyakoy—Autumn Festival
Pre and Primary School Autumn Festival
A big thanks to all children and parents for their contributions to our Autumn Festival.
This year we collected toiletries and breakfast items that have been given to the Little Sister of the Poor to
share with the less fortunate in Istanbul.
Well done to all as we filled many boxes and bags with donations.
Lynne Jenkins
Zek Campus Coordinator
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Zekeriyakoy—Pre/Primary Halloween
What a yucky day we had!
All the children dressed up and took part in a fantastic spooky assembly led by Mr Stead.
They then did Trick or Treat around the school and had the chance to try out the ‘Yucky dip’, if they dared!
The Scary Scavenger Hunt was great fun, as the classes searched around the school for creepy Halloween objects.
The children were then presented with a Yucky lunch. Slime soup, blood and guts pasta, and worms in mud, all to be washed
down with a blood cocktail! YUM!
Lynne Jenkins
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Zekeriyakoy—Primary International Week
Primary International Week – The Birth of Our Wishing Tree
Every year, the Primary in BISI take a week to celebrate and explore their
International Identity and the larger international community. This year, we had a
very special opportunity to learn all about the UN Global Goals for Sustainable
Living and how it can help countries around the world. We also had the amazing
chance to feed the power of positive wishing.
Throughout the week, all the Primary classes learned about countries around
the world that need help. There are countries like Bolivia that face great poverty
and Venezuela that face grave food shortages. There are problems with immigration and responsible use of resources in European countries. The list of problems
the children explored are many but we didn’t stop with there – we worked at imagining and wishing for these places to help and change. Some year groups even explored what they could really do to help support change like writing letters and educating others about the conditions some countries in the world face. Bringing this
together, we wrote our wishes down and created our very own BISI Wishing Tree
in the Botanical Gardens.
To celebrate our learning this week, we also had the chance (with a very big thank
you to the PTA for their incredible work) to see ourselves all as superheroes. We thought
carefully about our talents and how they can contribute to the UN Global Goals, added in
our heart power, and designed our own superhero capes to bring it all to life! It was with
these capes, and our national dress, that we filled the fantastic food court to sample the
many delights our schools’ families brought from their home countries.
All in all, this year we were all happy that we had a chance to learn about the
world with caring eyes and hearts, try to see what a difference every one of us can make,
and support such a wonderful initiative, the UN Global Goals for Sustainable Living!
Cara Frigeri
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Zekeriyakoy—Whole School International Day
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Zekeriyakoy—Year 1
International Week
Year 1M/L

During the course of International Week our Year One Classes examined the Global Goal of Poverty within the
country of Guatemala. We looked at what poverty looked like in Guatemala and essentially compared our lives
with those of children in Guatemala.

We discovered that ‘worry dolls’ originated from Guatemala and that the children would make these from recycled
materials and put under their pillows at night to ward off their worries. When then thought an appropriate wish for
the children of Guatemala, was for them to not have to worry.

Guatemala
By Selvi Ella Özen, 1M
In 1M we have been learning about life in Guatemala and imagining
what it would be like to be a child there. Guatemala is in Central America, next to Mexico. It has many mountains and forests. Farmers grow
coffee, beans and chili peppers in the fields. Many people in Guatemala
are poor. They live in houses with metal roof tops. They have to find
whatever they can to build them. Some children have to pick up rubbish
from dumps to get money for their families to buy food.
We hope that the children of Guatemala can live safely with enough
food to eat and the chance to go to school.
Melissa Cullen & Lizzie Lincoln
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Remembrance Day Ceremony
6D Visited Hydarpasha Cemetery for a Memorial Ceremony
On Friday the 11th of November the Year 6 children from Etiler visited the Hydarpasha Cemetery to take
part in the Memorial Ceremony. The ceremony is to remember all the people, soldiers and civilians who
have died in wars around the world. We joined together to hope for an end to wars and peace in all parts of
the world. During the service Soo Yeon, Mohamed, Carolina and Alvaro read a verse each from the poem In
Flanders Fields and Min Seok and Ziva place a wreath on the Memorial Stone.
After the service the children met officers from many countries of the world who are working in Istanbul as
well as the British Consulate General. Carolina and Alvero were excited to meet an officer from Spain.
Nikki Dereboy

21

Zekeriyakoy—Secondary - IGCSE Awards Ceremony
IGCSE Class of 2016
On Thursday 10th November, proud parents, the school’s board members,
teachers and students gathered in the theatre to celebrate the fantastic
achievements and successes of the class of 2016.
As it has now become a tradition, at the beginning of the previous academic year, during the very first assembly of the year, Mr. Bradley, challenged all the year 11 students to achieve even better than their predecessors… A challenge that they embraced and took on … what a great set
result we had: this summer 84% of exams grades were between A*and C.
71 A and A* grades were awarded and 6 students gained 5 or more A*
and A grades. The average grade scores for the class of 2016 was a B.
Let’s not forget their younger colleagues who were brave enough to sit
some early entry IGCSE examinations and achieve a fantastic set of results.
Filiz Mysyrlyoğlu (piano) opened the ceremony with a beautiful piano
piece and played again before the current year 12 came on stage to receive
their certificates. Sheida Kiran (vocals) also delighted us with a wonderful song before we invited the current year 11 on stage.
This year however, we had a little technical hitch: no matter how many times
you test the equipment and how well you prepare yourself, technology can let
you down! However this did not dampen the spirits and it turned out to be, I
hope, a ceremony to have memorable and cherished memories when our students were acknowledged and rewarded for their achievements.
The IGCSE class of 2016 were a delightfully friendly, creative, occasionally
disorganised, occasionally competitive, sporty diverse group of individuals.
They certainly understood that success is much about hard work and team work.
The best thing about them was their camaraderie and their support of one another. Their effort and hard work really paid off- The current year 11 have
a lot to live up to – this year’s IGCSE results set the standard and no
less will be expected!
A year ago, they took on the challenge of the IGCSE examinations..
and as I predicted Mr Bradley did set them another challenge, a year
from now, the challenge to do even better than before.
As the speeches were written, the students came on stage to receive
their IGCSE certificates and their well-deserved toffee apple and then
gathered outside the theatre for a little celebration with friends and family. I would
like to take this opportunity to thank Mrs Susie Ateş, Karen who helped organise the
celebration and decorate the area, came up with wonderful ideas to make the event
even more special, Dr Sargent (and of course Sheida and Filiz) for the music, Ms
Mayer who helped me greatly, Ms Garner who decorated the area with the students'
art work and Ozlem and her team who made this event possible.
Katya Skoudy
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Students of BISI achieve Top in the World results in
Outstanding Cambridge Learner Awards
At BISI we are proud that our students consistently achieve excellent results in the IGCSE examinations and the
achievements of BISI students has been recognised by COBIS, the Council of British International Schools, with Student Achievement Awards for outstanding success. Our Key Stage 4 students consistently achieve 80 to 90% A* - C
grades. Many BISI students achieve 5 or more A* & A grades gaining distinction in the ICE Award.
Not only do students at BISI achieve excellent results but three students from The British International School have re-

ceived prestigious awards from Cambridge International Examinations to acknowledge their outstanding performance
in IGCSE Cambridge examinations. This trend was started in June 2014 by Sophie Schmitz.

Cambridge Top in the World awards recognise the success of learners who have achieved the highest standard mark in
the world for a single subject. The following students at BISI received a Cambridge Top in the World award:
Sophie Schmitz – June 2014 – Top of the World Award for German Foreign Language
Lieke Blanken – June 2015 – Top of the World Award for Sociology
Cary Thomas – June 2016 – Top of the World Award for Sociology
William Bradley, the Director, said that the awards recognised the talent, dedication and commitment of both students
and staff.
Janet Morris, Director, International Network, said: ‘It is extremely rewarding to congratulate Cambridge learners and
teachers at BISI who have worked so hard to achieve tremendous success in Cambridge examinations. The results are a
reflection of the enormous talent, not only among learners but also within the teaching profession. Students from BISI
have a bright future ahead of them, and I wish them every success in their future.’
Miss Katya Skoudy
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Zekeriyakoy—Secondary - Sports
ISL Football Tournament - Robert College
A group of thirteen pupils from Key Stage 4 and 5 competed in the ISL Football tournament at Robert College. The team were in a tough group but performed well. There were many good performances however
Rafi was outstanding on the first day.
Michael Lever
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Secondary Halloween
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Secondary School Performance of
Romeo & Juliet
The Secondary Production for 2016 was Shakespeare’s justly celebrated youthful romance,
Romeo and Juliet. The famous story unfolds in a mixture of comedy and tragedy. The central
conceit of transformation of opposites is worked out on every level, text, plot, narrative, character and theme.
In our production we tried to make made use of this. The students leapt at the chance to present a complex, extended and demanding reading, responding in rehearsal and in the four increasingly spirited performances with sophistication and sensitivity far beyond their years.
The audience of Year 5 and 6, of families, friends and staff marveled at the high quality of
the acting and the extraordinary professionalism of the stage hands, the beauty of the set and
the astonishing effects created by the lights, the shock and awe instilled by the fights, the imagination and wit of the costumes, and the stark emotional power of the show.
Cast, crew, and designers are, of course, delighted by the warm response. We are much more
delighted, even transformingly so, to have been part of a team of over 60 adults and students,
who worked together in trust and silence on something much bigger than ourselves, to tell a
story that is as relevant today as ever.
Dominic Sargent
Participating in Romeo & Juliet has been a phenomenal experience for me.
Although many consider year 13 not the 'optimum' time to participate in something significant and time taking as the school production, I have learnt that it can be possible. It was definitely not at all easy and there were times when I questioned my involvement, but it was the
amazing cast of more than 50 people that always pulled me back on my track. I have learnt
immensely from the whole crew and the experience has made my last year's at BISI even
more special. If you haven't actually taken part before, I highly recommend to give it a try.
It's definitely worth it.
Ashutosh Bhadouria, Year 13
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